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Had Dr. C. R. Wilson lived' to complete these volumes, his 
minute knowledge of the early history of Calcutta i^ould have 
enabled him to give in the introduction an interesting picture, not 
otijy of the growth of Fort William, but also of the official and 
social life of the settlement which clustered round it. His 
untimely death has left bis intentions in this respect uncertain, 
and his papers thrmv no light on the manner in which be would 
have treated the subject. In these circumstances it has been 
thought better to let Dr. Wilson speak for himself, in however 
frag»entar>' a fashion, than to prefix to his work a Uterar>' intro¬ 
duction by another hand. A few months before his death he 
prepared, at the instance of Lord Curzon. a note on Old Fort 
William and the Black Hole, which was intended to serve as a 
brief guide to the model of the fort executed under Dr. Wilson's 
supervision for the Victoria Memorial Hall and also to the few 
remains of the old fort which may now be traced itt situ. In the 
following pages the greater part of this pamphlet has been re¬ 
printed without material alteration or addition. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


The first Fort William tn Bengal has to-day almost completely 
vanished from the sight and the memory of the citizens of Calcutta. 
Few persons know what the fort was like or where it stood. 
Fewer still, I believe, know that a fragment of one of its arcades 
is still standing within the compound of the General Post Office. 
In India frequent changes make short memories. Yet there arc 
reasons of special force why the first Fort William in Bengal 
should not be forgotten. The old fort claims regard and com* 
memoration firom otir filial piet}^ Modern Calcutta is its child 
and heir. It was the nucleus round which the city grew, and was 
the main guarantee of the permanence, safety, and prosperity of 
the eady settlement. The old fort further claims regard and com¬ 
memoration from our natural compassion with the suffering of a 
great human tragedy, for w'ithin its walls was situated the Black 
Hole prison, in which, on the stifling night of June 20, l?56, 

( 123 brave souls were needlessly and cruelly done to death through 
the stupidity of those in charge of them. 

Of late, however, much has been done to discharge our long 
neglected duty of regard and commemoration to the old fort. Its 
principal lines and features have been marked out, the site of the 
prison has been covered with polished black marble and a tablet 
; placed on the wall above, and a white marble repHcaof the obelisk 
i erected by Governor Holw-ell over the grave of the suflerers has 
been re-erected on the original site by His Excelieticy Lord Cur«»n. 
The models, which have been prepared for the Victoria Memonal 
Hall, of the first Fort William tn Bengal and the Church of St 
Anne represent efforts of another sort to enable modem Calcutta 

to realize more clearly the vanished past, 

xvt\ 






OLD FOKT iVlLUA,V ;.V BE.'iCAL 


The first Fort WiIJiam was not built in a day nor vet in a year 

TfortTi 'T establishing 

a fortified post somewhere near the mouth of the Hugli, as thf 

best means of protecting the English trade from the oppressive 

enactions of the Na^^b of Bengal and his officials, seems fo W 

been first suggested by William Hedges, who was Agent and 

Governor of the East India Company’s affairs in the Bay of BenTd 

dunng the years The choice of Chut^rl^""^ 

Charnock who actually Ug^ httiuJL^Th the Naw^ Lmder 
^nildy allowing u,n sn„u„o„t, ai.d no fort 

iro”dn^S;onx"fr “■ v^' 

gnotod. „d ioTh" I hou* fo^t?;"*'" ■=« 

to enlarge and use for offices In t#; fi ^'hich he intended 

Charles Evre ZaJt Tc (aftom-ards Sir) 

to build a fort was vfrtuallv delayed peAnission 

dangerous insurrection of Rajah*SuL^fi 
iiirAdH^ was received from py,- * ■ and a little later a 

of .ho Co„pn„,Wi.t”,fXA™;"*k-»ho„ fon n «„|n„,o„. 

they rented the three* dioinine 101^?"“’’ *kich 

arising foom them would defray the h th« revenue 

required for the protection the small garrison 

many difficulties in of Id T 

wished to have one sufficient tn * the fort. Th^ Company 

b« they feared to at empt fortiC^ seo^ntsand propTrt/, 

appearance might mrdfo Ju?. ■ u' ^ J«t thei; 

"lilitary rea«>„s tht^I^^^Jgovernment. For 
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it safer to adhere to a rectangtilar shape* There was also the 
difficulty of finding trust worth)- officers to carrj^ out any scheme. 
In ibgq the Company determined to make a great efforti Bengal 
was declared a separate prcsEdenc)% and its fort w^as to be called 
Fort William in hononr of the King. Sir Charles EjTe^ ^vho had 
returned to Europe^ was sent out again with ample instructions^ 
means, and powers* But he returned hastily after seven months' 
stay in India and left the work of building Fort William to his 
successor, John Beard* At the beginning of 1704 John Beard 
was succeeded by the Rotation Government,^ which added the 
two w^estem bastions and the greater portion of the river waU. 
Under the three succeeding Governors, Anthony Weltdetip John 
Russellp and Robert Hedges^ the fort was completed^ the latest 
additions being made in 1716 or 1717* 

The iKirHest portion of the fort was the south-east bastion and 
the adjacent walls. The north-east bastion w'as built by Governor 
Beard about 1701. He also in 1702 begait the Factory or Govern¬ 
ment House in the middle of the fort. This piece of architecture' 
^vas completed by the Rotation Government in 1706* The north¬ 
west and south-west bastions were put together hastily at the 
death of Auratig^eb in 1707. The church of St. Anne, which 
stood immediately outside the fort before the east curtain wall, 
was built in the da)'^5 of the Rotation Government^ and con* 
secrated on the Sunday after Ascension Day, June 5, 1709* In 
lyog, too, the great tank in the green before the fort, the modem 
Dalhousie Square, was evtended and deepened, and the earth 
taken out was used to fill up the space between the two new' 
bastions, the bank being faced with rubble and ballast* The 
river w^l was begun in Februar)", 17^0, forming a wharf before 
the fort faced with brick and protected by a breast-work and line 
of guns. -The western curtain, begun by Governor Weltden in 
1710 or 1711, w'as completed in 1712. A letter from BengalT 
dated December lOp 1712, states that ‘ the wharf is finished but 
not the breast-w'ork on it. The strong landing-stage and the 
crane at the end of it, which will work at all times of the tide, 
are nearly done- Within the fort all that remains is a little work 

^ Tho RfUnti^n Gfl^emmenl utb condacled by a CgiuidS oJ mghi, pf which the 
two chaiimra presided in allerruLt^! weelw.- 
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on one of the curtains with the construction of a broad w-aJk 
round the walls and the reconstruction of the long row or central 
range of lodgings, running from the east to the west curtain, which 
are now decayed and ready to fall.’ Another letter from Bengal 
in jt;j6 states that ‘the long row of lodgings for the winters is 
anished and commodious, and that the breast-work will be finished,' 
Here, practically, the building of the fort ended. No ditch was 
ever made round it. It was, therefore, of very little real use as a 
fortification, especially as it was cominanded by the church and 
several houses outsWe it. The Court of Dircctore not unjustly 
enticised Fort William in 1713 as making ‘ a I’ery pompous show 
to the waterside by high turrets of iofty buildings,' but havin*- 
* no real strength or pow'er of defence.’ ** 

The subsequent additions to the fort were made not to strengthen 
its defences but to increase its warehouse accommodation. The 
im^rt and ojport warehouses were situated in the arcades built 
jnthin th, south curt^n. It, March. 1729. the „rclw„»» ^ 
further euUrged by btulding a verandah before them in the south- 
MSI corner of Ihc fort, which cndoobteiUy obstnictcd in some 

still a want of storage-room. Governor Braddj U beat a very false 
WMcho^ 1'’' >' W 

r cr tbi 

i» sba.» tiii it 

-crat'ZK" 

east than it does now and wH^tp *h ^ ® 

then deep under Ser Th^ t fIS was 

emtod ^ ocooS by T.°' 

Tb 'tsr 

•he Ibrt sbfracd Koila Cbal Streer Tta „o2s!S: Fjr,°j 
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Place. The east front looked out on Clive Street and Dalhousie 
Square, which in those days was known as the Lai Bagh, or the 
Park.* The fort was in shape an irre^lar tetrag^on. Its north 
side was 340 feet long ; its south side 4S5 feet; its east and w^est 
sides each 710 feet. At the four comers were small square 
bastions, which were connected by curtain walls about four feet 
thick and eighteen feet high. They were built of thin tile-bricks 
strongly cemented together. Each of the four bastions mounted 
ten guns, and the main east gate* which projected, carried five. 
The bank of the river was armed with heavy cannon mounted in 
embrasures on a wall of solid masonry* and the space between 
this river wail and the curtain was closed at each end by 
small cross walls with palisaded gates. There were, however, as 
has been said* 00 proper ditches or militar}' out-w'orks of any kind 
to protect the other three sides of the fort* Within, the fort \V 3 S 
cut into two sections by a block of low buildings running east and 
west, and chambers and arcades were built aU round against the 
curtain walls, their roofs serving as ramparts. The two sections 
were connected by a narrow passage. The northern and smaller 
section of the fort contained the magazine for arms, the military 
stores, the shop for medicine, the smithes shop, and the like. It 
had one small river gate near which stood the flag-staff- In the 
centre were the armoury and laboratory. The block of buildings, 
which separated the north section from the south, knowm as the 
Long Row* contained the dajup* unhealthy lodgings of the young 
gentlemen in the Company's setv'ice. These were the Writers’ 
Buildings of the first half of the eighteenth centurj^ The south 
section of the fort had two gates^ one leading to the river, the 
steps, and the landing-stage* with the Company's crane * to work 
at all times of the tide ^ at the end ; the other opening out upon 
the great qvenue to the eastward, the road which we now variously 
call Dalhousie Square North* Cal Bazaar* liow Bazciar, and Baita- 
khana. The buildings on the south side of the fort were used for 
storing the Company’s goods. The export and import warehouses^ 
built on outside the south curtain in follow^ed the line of 

Koila Ghat Street. Of the arcades within the south curtain a 

* The lank U ^till called Ldl and ihis hjt*i passed Jjsto corampa osn^n as th'e 

veroftCDlar desi^oalicn of Uie eotire squAie, 
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portion is still standing in the j^rd of the General Post Ofi^ce, 
being used as a shed for the wagons> West of the warehouse was 
the carpenter’s ^arcL In the middle of the south section of the 
fort was the Governor’s Hou^, which Hamilton describes as 
‘ the best and most regular piece of architecture that I ever saw 
in /nrfim' This building formed three sides of a rectangle. Its 
west and principal face was 243 feet long. In the centre of this 
face was the great gate, and from ft a colonnade ran down to 
the water'''gate and the landing-stage. ‘ Entering the great gate 
and turning to your left, you ascended the grand staircase which 
led to the hall and the principal rooms of the factory. The south¬ 
east wing contained the apartments of the Governor. A raised 
cloister ran round the three sides of the court enclosed within the 
building. On either side of the east gate of the fort there e.’ttended 
a double row of arches parallel to the cast curtain wall. The 
first row of arches sened to contain the range of rooms built 
against the wall, the second row of arches formed a verandah or 
piazra, west of the rooms. The Black Hole tragedy occurred in 
the ™ms to the south of the gate, which were formed by dividing 
off the space between the curtain wall and the first row of arches 
by a numbw of «oss walls. Each of these arches measured 
8 feet 9 inches. The first four arches formed the court of guard 
and were left open to the piiuza before them. The ne:rt nine 
formed three rooms, communicating with each other, used 
barracks. They were separated from the piazza 

the Th 'vaU or parapet w^I], buift between 

the arches. The fourteenth and fifteenth arches were completelv 
walled m imd used as the Black Hole or military prison. Thl 

T r'-'.T “O' 

»^l. On Its south side uta a blank cress wall built 

Si.ins entrance to the prison from the barracks “."'.ZsiS 
.as fanned b, tbe tan brieked-ap arehe. nith a JiadeZft t 
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the centre of each. Along the east wall of the barracks and the 
Black Hole was a wooden platfonn about six feet broad, raised 
three or four feet from the ground and open underneath. South 
of the Black Hole there were no ntore rooms, the remaining space 
being taken up by a straight staircase fifty feet long, built against 
the east curtain \vall, leading to the south-east bastion^ The 
verandah^ or piazza, which ran all along the west of the roomSp 
was low and clumsy, but it protected them from the sun and the 
rain. Its arches were wrider than those which formed the west 
side of the roomSt and measured ti feet 3 inches. 

Such was the old fort as it stood by the river side in the first half 
of the eighteenth century^ and such it remained till the year 175^1 
when Siraj-ud-Daiilap Naw*ab of Bengal, attacked and took the settle¬ 
ment. The settlers were quite unprepared* At first they vainly 
trie^ to defend the whole of the English quartetp but they w'ere soon 
forced to abandon positions which were e5i:$ily turned by the over¬ 
whelming numbers of the enemy 1 and to withdraw to the fort. 
There aJI was confusion. It seemed almost impossible to hold the 
fort, but no one could decide what should now be done* Governor 
Drake and the majority of the English residents hurriedly made 
their escape to the ships in the riveti leaving Hoi well and some 
170 ortiers to their fate. After a brief but gallant struggle the 
place w^as taken. On the evening of the 20tb June, the Nawab 
entered the fort in his litter by the north river gate, Hohvell 
had three interviews with him. *\fter much useless discussion 
the Xawab retired to resti ffividg orders that the prisoners should 
be secured for the nigbti but that no harm should happen to them* 
What followed may best be told in Holwell's own wrords : 

* As soon as it was dark;^ we w^ere all. without distinction, 
directed {?y the guard over us to collect oursdves into one body 
and sit dowm quietly under the arched verandah, or piazza, to the 
west of the Black Hole prison, and the barracks to the left of 
the court of guard, and just over against the windows of the 
Governor's easterly apartments. Besides the guard over us* 
another was placed at the foot of the stairs at the south end of 
this verandah, leading np to the south-east bastion, to prevent 
any of us escaping that way. On the parade (where you wall 
remember the two twenty-four pounders stood) were also drawn 

b 
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up about four or five hundred gunmen with lighted matches. At 
this time the factory was in flames to the right and left of «s, to 
the right the armoury and laboratory, to the left the carpenter’s 
yard, though at this time we iniagined it was the cotta warehouses.^ 

‘They ordered us all to rise up and go into the barracks to 
the left of the court of guard. The barracks have a large wooden 
platform for the soldiers to sleep on, and arc open to the w'est 
by arches and a small parapet-w'ail, corresponding to the arches 
of the verandah without. In we went most readily, and were 
pleasing ourselves with the prospect of passing a comfortable 
night on the platform, little dreaming of the infernal apartments 
in reserv'e for us, for wc were no sooner all within the barracks 
than the guards advanced to the inner arches and parapet-w-all, 
and, with their muskets presented, ordered us to go into the room 
at the southernmost end of the barracks, commonly called the 
Black Hole prison, whilst others from the court of guard, with 
dubs and drawn scimitars, pressed upon those of us neict to them. 
This stroke was so sudden, so unexpected, and the throng and 
pressure so great upon us next the door of the Black Hole prison, 
that there was no resisting it, but, like one agitated wave impelling 
another, we were obliged to give way and enter; the rest followed 
like a torrent, few amongst us, the Soldiers excepted, having the 
least idea of the dimensions of a place we had never seen, for if 
we had, we should at all events have rushed upoti the guard and 
been, as the lesser evil, by our own choice, cut to pieces. 

• Figure to you^lf, if possible, the situation of 146 wretches, 
exhausted by continual latigue and action, thus crammed together 
in a cube of about eighteen feet, in a close sultry night in Bengal, 
shut up to the eastw'ard and southward (the only quarters from 
w hence air could reach os) by dead walls and by a w-all and door 
to the north, open only to the w'estward by two windows strongly 
barred with iron, from which we could receive scarce any the 
IdSt ctrculadon of fresh air.' 

At six o’clock the nest morning, when the door of the prison 
was opened, only twenty-three persons were found still alive. The 


' Here Holwcll tell* thv afl«ting iiory of !.□» Wh. ih. ComRuiy', imitb. urba 

L*!“**J to -cpc. liuw in 

tlw end they faixh pre&fAd nmay biuJ siLm, thv fate at tluiir fe]l<™r.prisoiK«, 
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bodies of the dead were promiscuously thrown into the ditch of 
an unfinished ravelin in front of the east gate, and covered with 
earth. On this spot Holwell subsequently erected an obelisk. 

The remaining history of the fort is soon told. While in the , 
possession of the N awab some of the Inner buildings were demolished 
and a mosque erected, but after the recovery of Calcutta the place 
returned to its original uses. In June, 1758, the Company's goods 
were all removed and the place was entirely given up to the 
Military for barracks. Towards the end of 1759, orders were 
given to build slight apartments on ' the Cotta Godov^ms and the 
Long Row’ for the reception of the ofli'-ers of Colonel Coote's 
battalion, and in 1760 the space between the East Gate and the 
Black Hole prisoa was made into a temporary church. By 
the beginning of 1767, all the military were withdrawn from the 
place, in order that it might be converted into a Custom House, 
and various buildings were erected to adapt it to its new uses. 
From this time ona'ards its fortunes steadily declined. The river 
gradually recoded, and the tide of life left it to flow in other 
channels. It was part of the older and humbler order of things, 
and the new and victorious generation disdained its poor sad 
walls of thin brick. It at length disappeared during the reforming 
adniintst rat io n of the M arq uess of H ast i ngs. The foundat ion-stone 
of the new Custom House was laid on Friday, Febniaiy ig, iSig, 
with imposing Masonic ceremonies, and all Calcutta congratulated 
itself upon the vast improvement thus effected in the appearance 
of the city. 

.\t the beginning of 1821 a further improvement was effected 
by pulling down the old obelisk erected by Holwell to mark the 
spot where those who perished in the Black Hole had been buried. 
T/« CaktfUa Journal for . 4 pril 6, 1821, informs its readers of 
this last improvement with evident satisfaction, but On April ii, a 
writer signing himself ' Britannus' is rightly indignant at this 
'act of sacrilege’ and hopes that the tombs of Job Chamock 
and Surgeon Hamilton 'will not undergo a similar process of 
conservancy. ‘ 

From this time on ward for some eighty years, Calcutta remained 
without even a sculptured tablet to the memory of those 123 of 
her citizens w'ho perished faithful to their duty. Welbinformed 

& 2 
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ivTiteis made contributions from time to time to the local journals 
and periodicals about the early history of the city, but they tailed 
to attract much popular attention. 

In 1882, a determined attempt to fix the site of the Black 
Hole prison was made by Mr. R. R. Bayne, C.E., of the East 
Indian Railway Company, who, in the course of erecting the 
railway offices in Fairlie Place, canto across the foundations of the 
whole of the north end of the fort. He carefully traced out the 
walls, the slopes of the north-east and north-west bastions, the 
little liter gate, and the central building used as the armourv. 
He thus settled the topography of the north end of the fort, and 
from this be attempted to infer the topography of the south end. 
His views were adopted by Mr. H. E. Busteed in his charming 
Echoes from Old Calcutta,' and have in consequence become 
fomiliar to the public. But they were, however, altogether in¬ 
correct with regard to the south end of the fort and the site of 
the Black Hole* 


The excavations of Mr. Bayne and the writings of Mr. Busteed 
aroused considerable interest in the old fort, and during the next 
few j-ears a number of attempts were made to clear up the doubtful 
txjints in topography, particularly the position of the east or main 
gate of the fort, and the Holwell monument which stood iit front 

'^V^* „ “ however, was made till the year iSSo. 

when Mr T. R. Mutiro discovered in the Kings Library in the 
British Museum a Urge map of old Calcutta, dated 1753, on the 

Wells of the Company s Artillery, and was designed to show a 
project of a new fort by Colonel Scott, the Engineer at the time. 

t It also shows the old fort in great detail. Mr. Munro, at 
once tlie importance of this plan, had a tracing of it 

ih ^ the topography of 

theold m 1691, In that year a portion of the Custom House 

faiinS*^ nT’ ^he ground opened up for laying down the 
foundations of the new offices of the Calcutta Coliectorfte, These 
excavations brought to light the foundations of the cast ga^ 
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and the portions of the fort south and west of jL With the copy 
of the large plan of the fort made by Wells in 1753^ h was 
easy for me to trace out all the walls* After determining the 
topography of the east gate and the structures south of it, including 
the Black Hole, I investigated and fixed the true positions of the 
Long Row, where the wiiters had their lodgings, which cut the 
fort into two, the Factory or Government House in the centre, 
where the Governor had his apartments or offices, also the curtain 
walls* especially the south curtain wall with old arcades within it, 
which arc still standing. In iSgS'iSgfi, when the old house, which 
was used to store the Post Office records, w'as pulled down to make 
room for the new building, I was able to test the accuracy of my 
previous conclusions and trace out clearly the lines of the south¬ 
west bastion of the fort. The excavations were this time made 
with great care. None of the walls were cut a^v'ay^ ^nd the lines 
of the curtains, the slopes of the bastion, the ramp of the staircase, 
the river wall and gun platforms could be seen in clear unbroken 
continuity* 

My conclusions were placed before Government and the publfop 
It wras perceived that at last sufficient evidence was now forth¬ 
coming to fix beyond all doubt the sites of the Black Hole and the 
Holwell monument, and to determine the rest of the topography 
of the fort* On Febmary zBy 1900, a special meeting, at which 
Lord Curj:on was present, was conwHed in the yard of the General 
Post Office by His Excellency's order to consider the whole 
question. His Excellency personally inspected the site of the old 
fort, especially that part of it where the Black Hole was situated, 
and the measures necessary for commemorating the various points 
of interest \vere discussed and decided. In consequence of the 
decision? then reached the massive masomy^gate at the east end 
n{ the Post Office was removed, so that the site of the prison 
might be easily visible, and the site itself was covered with polished 
black marble and enclosed with a railing, an inscription on a black 
marble tablet being placed on the wall above. From this spot 
onwards round the outline of the old fort the site of the original 
walls and bastionsj whenever unoccupied by later buildings* has 
been marked by brass lines sunk in a stone pavement specially 
laid for the purpose, while the identity of the different features 
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of interest has been indicated by inscribed tablets affijicd to the 
^joining \»’alJs. With the consent of the family, the statue of Sir 
Ashley Eden, which had been erected upon the exact site of the 
old Holwcll monument, was removed to Dalhousie Square, and a 

rephca of the original memorial in white marble was erected on 
the spot. 

obelisk is the personal gift of Lord Ciirion 
on Calcutta, and was unveiled by His Excellency 

specch^^ occasion he made the foUowing 

bell Ca\cutt;i may have 

^ the past 

Zx of^e ad^ rummaging about this neighbourhood and 
Zlf. n ^ »he afternoons, poking my 

finally"o“rderin7L''^e^^ir marking, and 

This big pillar Whil r morble memorials and slabs. 
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these labours Bur l^i are the final outcome of 

about and 

oneTthJ "ZT' ^ 

“Echoes from OldTalclm^-^i^liehtful book 
known as an officer in thu. r t ^ formerly well 

retirement at home. There I 

Circumstances under which OldTort^WlJ^ 
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and sufferings of the small band f'* ^ heroism 
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think very ri)»htly, that whereas for sixty years after their death 
Calcutta bad preserved the memory of these unhappy victims, 
e^-er since that time, now eighty years ago, there had been no 
-monument, not even a slab or an inscription, to record their 
names and their untimely fate. 

* It was Mr. Rusteed's writings accordingly that first called my 
attention to this spot and that induced me to make a careful 
personal study of the entire question of the site and surroundings 
of Old Fort William. The whole thing is now so vivid in my 
mind's eye that 1 never pass this way without the Post Office and 
Custom House and the modern aspect of Writers' Buildings 
fading out of my sight, while instead of them I see the walls and 
bastions of the old fort exactly behind the spot where I now 
stand, with its eastern gate and the unfinished ravelin in front of 
the gate, and the ditch in front of the ravelin into w'hich the 
bodies of those who bad died in the Black Hole were thrown the 
next morning, and over which Holwell erected his monument a 
few years later. 

• Nearly twenty years ago Mr. Roskell Bayne, of the East 
Indian Railway, made a number of diggings and measurements 
that brought to light the dimensions of the old fort, now almost 
entirely covered with modern buildings; and I was fortunate 
enough when I came here to find a worthy successor to him and 
coadjutor to tnj'self in the p.^son of Mr. C. R. Wilson, of the 
Indian Education Department, who had carried Mr. Bayne's 
inquiries a good deal further, cleared up some doubtful points, 
corrected some errors, and fi.xed with accuracy the exact site of 
the Black Hole and other features of the fort. All of these sites 
I set to work to commemorate while the knowledge was still fresh 
in our minds. Wherever the outer or inner line of the curtain 
and bastions of Old Fort William had not been built over I had 
them traced on the ground with brass lines let into stone~you 
will see some of them on the main steps of the Post Office—and 
I caused white marble tablets to be inserted in the walls of the 
adjoining buildings with inscriptions stating what was the part of 
the old building that originally stood there. I think that there 
are some dozen of these tablets in all, each of which tells its 
own tale. 
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‘I further turned my attention to the site of the BJack Hole, 
which nas ID the premises of the Post Office, and could not be 

I k ftt-' P'^« 

Sir obstruction pulled down, and an open iron 

hIi/S in its place. I had the site of the Black 

neat ir^ ' 1^'* pol'shcd black marble, and surrounded w-ith a 

n«t iron railing, and, finally. I placed a black marble tablet with 

naturrof*^^” *r memorable and historic 

visitors to Caktnt^ ^ cold-weather 

isitors to Calcutta, or ei^en the residents of the city itself have 

•ho po^e^n, 1“ teTTh'"' *"? r'Tn’- 

India. ® ^ British rule in 

the almost forpott ^ proceeded to look into the question of 
inc aim^t forgotten monument of Holwell ■ T k.. r 

illustrations and descriotion^ i ■ 7 i- number of 

and though these did not in ■ ^ writings of the period, 

other, yet they left no doubt precisely tally with each 

of the Lnumenf it ^ ‘I’- character 

from an octagonal pedestal o'^th ° ^ obelisk rising 

inscriptions written bv Hoi ^1i which were 

the slain. hS-s man ^ ot 
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placed in juxtaposition to the tall buildings by which U is now 
surtound&d. There is some reason to think, from the evidence 
of old maps, that the ditch in which the bodies were interred and 
the earlier monument above them were situated a few yards to 
the eastwards of the site of the new monument j and 1 had 
excavations made last summer to see whether w-e could discover 
either the foundaiions of Holwell^s obelisk^ or any traces of the 
burial below them. The edge of the old ditch was clearly found, 
but nothing more. However, that we are ’Hithb a few feet of 
the spot where those 123 corpses were cast on the morning 
of the 2ist of June, there can be no shadow of a doubt, 

and their memory is no\v preserv'ed, I hope for ever, within a 
few yards of the spot %s'here they suffered and laid down their 

lives. , 1 w 

‘There are, however, tw-o very material alterations that 1 nave 

made in the e.\temal features of the monument. Holwell's in¬ 
scriptions written by himself with the nicmorj' of that 
experience still fresh in his mind, contained a bitter reference to 
the personal responsibility for the tragedy of Siraj-ud-Daula whic 
I think is not wholly justified by our fuller knowl^ge of the facts, 
lathered from a great variety of sources, and w'hich I have there^ 
fore struck out as calculated to keep alive feelings that we would 
all wish to see die. Further, though Holwell’s record contain^ 
less than fifty names out of the 123 who had been suffocated in 
the Black Hole, I have, by m»ns of careful search into the records 
both here and in England, recovered not only the Christian names 
of the whole of these persons, but also more than tw'enty fresh 
names of those w'ho also died in the prison. So that the new 
monument records the names of no fewer than sixty of the victims 

of that tisrrible night. . 

* In the course of my studies, in which I have been ably assisted 
by the labours of Mr. S. C. Hill, of the Record Department, who 
is engaged in bringing out a separate work on the subject, 1 have 
also recovered the names of more than twenty other Europeans 
who, though they did not actually die in the Black Hole, yet were 
either killed at an earlier stage of the siege, or, having come out 
of the Black Hole alive, afterwards succumbed to its effects. 
These persons seem to me etiually to deserve commemoration 
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with those who were smothered to death in the prison, and 
accordingly I have entered their names on the remaining panels 
of this monument. We, therefore, have inscribed on this memorial 
the names of some eighty persons who took part in those 
historic events which established the British dominion in Bengal 
near y a century and a half ago. They were the pioneers of 
a great movement, the authors of a wonderful chapter in the 
history of mankind; and I am proud that it has fallen to my 
ot to preserve their simple and humble names from oblivion, 

and to restore them to the grateful remembrance of their 
countrj-mefi, 

this scheme I have been pursuing 

Tn In^t. r ^ deliberately set myself 

Ihof tt' PfeservEng, in a breathless and often 

me fbe memorials of the past. To 

M A sacred. It is often a chronicle of errors and 

anTherefailf*" *'’« records of virtue 
Kol «'• Though h„»a„ life 

ton* fo° ?Er.it’'nf^ “T' ° ° 

“to “ z r??-- «" 

^ .mn. .he earth »hen the las, breath has fled torn nur 

to' ■ 

Mussulman, of Brahman and Budd^t"^/i^ hlindu and 

European and Indian, Christian a^d'nl 
absolutely alike in the execution of . " to me 

no distinction between their rlaitr, duty, I draw 

no more here than I ha\^ doue^* a«d, therefore, 1 am doing 
memories of my own countrvwien a turn to the 

the Indian Empire this tarH ^ ^^P'tal of 

suffering. ^ their sacrifice and 
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' Gentlemen^ how few of us ever pause to think about the 
[past, and our duty to U. in the rush and scurry of out modern 
lives. How few of us who tread the streets of Calcutta froin day 
to day ever turn a thought to the Calcutta past* And yet 
Calcutta is one great graveyard of memories. Shades of deputed 
Governors-General hover about the marble halls and corridors 
of Government House+ wb^rc I do my daily work. Forgotten 
w'orthies in ancient costum^a haunt the precincts of this historic 
square. Strange figures^ in guise of peace or war, pass in and 
out of the vanished gateways of the vanished fort. If we think 
only of those whose bones are mingled with the soil underneath 
our feet, we have but to walk a couple of furlongs from this place 
to the churchyard where lies the dust of Job Charnock, of Surgeon 
William Hamilton, and of Admiral Watson, the founder, the 
extender, and the saviour of the British dominion in Bengal, A 
short drive of two miles will lake us to the most pathetic sight in 
Calcutta—those dismal and decaying Park Street cemeteries Adhere 
generations of by-gone Englishmen and English womenj who 
struggled and laboured on this stage of exile for a brief span, lie 
iinnamedj unremembered, and unknown. But if among these 
fore-runners of our own, if among these ancient and unconscious 
builders of Empire, there are any who especially deserve com¬ 
memoration, surely it is the martyr band whose fate I recall and 
whose names I resuscitate on this site ; and if there be a spot that 
should be dear to an Englishman in India, it is that below our 
I feet, which was stained with the blood and which closed over 
the remains of the victims of that night of destiny, the zoth of 
June. X756- It is with these sentiments in my heart that I have 
erected this monument, and that 1 now hand it over to the citi^ns 
of Calcutta, to be kept by them in perpetual remembrance of the 
past/ 

The visitor to the actual site on the west side of Daihousie 
[ Square should turn down Koila Ghat Street and enter the Post 
Office compound through the gate between the old Post Office 
I building and the neiiv red brick Post Office buildings. This will 
[bring him at once to all that now" remains of the old fort. The 
I sunken arches before him, vvhere the Post Office wagons are now 
[kept, were once part of an arcade within ^he south curtain used 
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for the import and export warehouses. The Post Office employfc 
have their tiffin-room above, and two arcfns at the east end have 
teen do^ m made into a kitchen. The room thus formed 
^ a good lar^r than the Black Hole, but it ser%-es to give 

««rtain wall 

cnrtT u a portion of the old 

tablets ^ ^oub]e wall of thin bricks. Two 

ubicts with the following inscriptions indicate the nature of the 

The brills ISiies in th« 9tOne 
on thfr iidjatcnt ground 
nurk ihe pijsition and 
of the south curwin 
of Old Fort WTliiam. 


Tlic iwo lines of twette anzlies 
to the west of this ubKet 
' a^e rtlt that now rematrsji above ground 
_ of Old Fort WiUiamp ajid 
onginaJly formed a portion of the arcade 
within the south curtafop 
The Black Hole prison wa^ a small room 
formed by bricking up two anzhes 
« a similar but smallct arcade 
wiihin the eait curtain 
south of the east gat& 

O^liS ” "* n' «? “f‘he Post 

of .h, fcrt, „”‘h°p™ £k 

be would have had rnneea of arv-h ^ ® buildings on, his right, 

would have teen the oLn iLr^^i ""“f '^»«bousest on his left 
and partly turfed. At^he Dalh ’c brick-oti-odge 

site of the Black hU 

inscription; has the following 

m 

into Ibe MDiMj ,p^ the P^ln, ““ f* iMck w« lui freftt lopMc^ pm 
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The nwblc pAveraent below ibis spot 
was plated here , 

hy 

Lord Curzon, Viceroy and Gov'ernor-GewaJ of Indbt 

m 190T» 

to mark tbc site of the prison in Old Fort Willknit 
kfiown ^ the Black Holct 
10 wbkh 14& Briwh mhabitantt of Calcutta 
were confined on'ibe ul^b t of the 20th June^ i 7 Sb» 
and (tom which only 13 came out 


The pavemenl marhs the esaci breadth of the prison, 1 + feel 10 Inches, 
but not Its full lenulhp iS feetp 

, about one-third of tht area at the north end being coveted 
by ihe building on which this tabtei is fiiced- 

Another tablet with the following inscription intended to guide 
visitors from Dalhousie Square to the site, has been placed at the 
corner of the Post Office, by the gate, on the side facing the square: 

Behind lli« gatc^-'ty 
intm^iately adjoining this spot 
is the ilte of tbe Black Hoiu prison 
* in Old Fort William. 

Passing through the gate into the square, turning to the right, 
and ascending the steps of the Post Office, the visitor wLU 
brass lines let into tbe main steps. These mark the angle of the 
south-east bastion, the thickness of the wall being ejcactly indicated 
by the space between the lines. On the adjoining waU is a tablet 
with the following inscription : 

m 

The braai lines 

in the adjucent steps and pavement 
mark the posilioa aitd eKtcat 
of part uf the south-^asl bastion 
of Old Fon William. 

'ntue cxtrtine south^asi polm being 
95 feet 

from ihts H'oll. 
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Ar.h'“'” -orttavirds 

Sixteen feet behind this waJi 
JM the entra^M rf the east gate 
of Old Fort WiJhain, thtoogb which 
tbit bodies of those who peH$|»ed 
tn the Biack Hole nem brought and 
thrown into the ditch of the ravdio 
on the ais( June, 1754 

?hrs 

the fetv names that Hoitvell couJd r ^ ^"S^^ription gave only 
them inaccurately. The present full some of 

due to a careful examiL^^T r " ^sts are 

"®stos, which WAS condccted byTcrd c!^ '“‘®' “"■* 

«.>. Mr. s. c. Hi,,. The 

f. 

tnonumeitt 

Lobct r,. . . **”“ erected by 

™"- ' <^««» Gww„i cf icdi., 

In ihe year 1903, 

Upon the site 

And m repTodoctron of the design 

To ttr» * ‘>f'irinal monument 

?ft>ld Fort William 
On*en,ghtofthc»thofMe.,7s& 

oitner memona] waj raised by 

1 7 “"^i«ng fisUow.sufferer ^ 

i«'»as removed in J83,, 
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* IL 

To iht im-moiy of 
Ed^i’ord Eyre, Will Lam UailllOk 
RevsL Jer%Ti5 Bollamyi John Jcnks* 
Ro^tr Rcveley^ John Cnrse, John Law, 
Thomas Coles, James Valiconzt, 

John Jebb, Richard Toriano^ 

Edward Fiigtr Stephen Fagt, 

VViltiam Grub» John Streetf 
Aylmer Harrod, Paiiick Johnstone, 
Georife DalUudt Nathan Drakt, 
^VlUlatn Knapton, Francis Goslingi 
Robert Byng^ John Poddt 
Stair Dalrymple^ David Clayton, 

John Buchanan r and LauTence Witherinj^on^ 
Who perished in the Black Bole prison. 


lit. 

The names inscribed on the tablet 
On ihe reverse stde to this 
Are the neifflcs of those persans 
Who are known to have been killed 
Or to have died of their wounds 
Purina the Si^c of Calcutta 
In June, 1756^ 

And who either did not snirive 
To enter the Black Hole prison 
Or afterwards succumbed to its ejects* 


IV. 

The names of those who perished 
In the Blade Hole prianrit 
Inscribed upon the reverse side 
Of this monumentr 
Are in excess of the 
Recorded by Governor Hoi well 
U pon the original mem onicnL 
The nddiiional namea, and 
The Christian names of the remainder^ 
Have been recovered from oblivion 
By reference to eantemporary documenis. 



ittcxviil 


OLD FORT WILLIAM IN BENGAL 


K 

To the TCfinory of 
Peter Smithy Tliomas 
John Francis Pidawd, John Pickering, 
Michnel Collings, Thocias Best, 
Ralph Thor«b>v Charles Smith, 
Rofert WiUdnson, Henry Stopford, 
William Stopford, Thoniiis Purnell, 
Koben Talbot, Witliam Tidecombi 
Oaniel Maepheraoo, John Johnson, and 
Messrs. Whitby, Surman, flruce^ 
Montrong, and Janniko, who perished 
During the Siege of Calcutta. 


To the memojT^^ of 
Richai^ Bishopp Francis H^yca, 

Collin Simson* John Bellamy, 

William Septt, Henry Hastings. 

C^es Wedderbom, William Dumhleton, 

"«»ard Abraham, WiUiam Canwrighi, 

Jacob bleau, Henry Hunt, 

Mtchael Osborne, Peter Carey, 

Thomas Lfcjch, Francis Stevenson, 

..Guy, James Porter, 

Messrs. Cwker, Ikndall, Atkinson, Jennings, 

Retd, Carnet, Frere, Wilson, 

WTio penshed m the Black Hole prisS. 

"XTh 

outhouses seen on th^ght is mu hr/*k” ,^*^’*®** 

which the early writers lived Th ^ Long Row in 

the following inscription; ' ^ outhouses bear a tablet with 


10 the west of this tablet 
extendi the range of buildings 
cMled the • Long Row,' 

Of tie Compan/s writers, 
and divided the old Fort 
into two sections. 
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Walking on through the compound of the Custom House the 
visitor soon comes to a tablet on his left marking the position of 
the west curtain \vq 1 \. Immediately beyond this wall was the 
wharf and then the river which has now retreated very imich 
further to the west. The inscription on the tablet is as follows t 

The brass lines in the stone 
&n the adjacent grocnid 
mark the poshiDn and e:xteiit 
of the continuaiion <rf the curtaia 
of Old Fort William 

near where it was met by^ the Long Row, 

If* before reaching the last^noticed tablet, the visitor had turned 
to the left^ or if now retumiisg from this tablet he turns to the 
right and pushes his w-ay still further amidst the purlieus of the 
Custom HousCj he will be rewarded by finding the brass lines 
which mark the position of the north wall of the iactorj^ the 
inner building of the fort. The tablet close by has the following 
inscription: 

The brass lines 

" In the stone on ibe adjacent ground 

mark the position and extent 
of a portion of the north wall 
of the Factory* the principal building 
in the centre of Old Fort WiUiaiu. 

I-eavIng the compound of the Custom House the visitor shoutd 
proceed to the north-east comer of the Esist Indian Railwajr Office 
which was also the north-east comer of the fort. A brass line 
in the stone on the ground and a tablet commcmoiating the fact, 
the inscription being as follows; 

The brass lino in tho stooe 
on the ndjmoent gmund 

itiarlts 

th« position and cxieiLt 
of part of 

the north-east bastion 
of Old Fort Will iam- 
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Pr^eeding down Fairlie Place the visitor has on his left what 
was fonuerly the line of the north side of the fort, and he soon * 
comes to a tablet with the following inscription marking the 
position of the north-west bastion: 


The brass lines 

io the stone mi the adjacenc ground 
marls the position and sire of part of 
the ikorth-west bastion 
of Old Fort William* 


^on the left and ptoMBiiog on liU h. teaches tie qi^drattglc 
wall to hu nght one note tahlet with tho following inacriptioii: 


w the Slone tjo the adjac^t ground 
mart the position and extent of the 
nonhcm portion of the west cuttain 
<»f Old Fort William, 

Vrtwtt. B - r- <»arfes the position of the 

• rth River which Simj-ud-Danla entenid the Fort on 

mt evening of ibe aoih June^ 1756, 

Eehind tbii tablet to the ^utli of the * 

Ifate stood the great rtag-smlT 
of the Forte 
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I. Extracts* from the Letters wrote to the Company 
BY THEIR. Agents in Bengal from August 1685 to 
January 170S, taken by me R[obert] 0 [rme 1 out of 
A Book in the India house, in which the Letters 
FROM all the presidencies in India are abstracted. 

Orm£ CetUifjifn, 1712 - 171 


2g£)«., 1686.—Left Hughley [Hugli] and went to Chuttanuttee 

tSutrmuti]* . . L 

9 Feb,, 1687.—Broke down the Kings Salt house* there; the 

nth took Tanna [Thrinfi] forts,* and on the 27th repaired to 
Ingelce [Hijill].* The ships took the Moors ships iti BaUasorc 
road, and took the town of Ballasore. Make war on the country 
from the island, and are invested there by the Moors m June. 
On the Sth make a treaty with the Nabobs general, from Ingelee 
they went up the river and are detained three months below 
Tanna forts until the Nabob at Dacca confirms the articles made 
at Ingelce. 

1 Only Lbow extracts are given lo tbe tstabikbmRt ol pqft WiltiM. 

® Thus portion qI CaJenlUi whicb extcmla by ihe ri\'««Ele nt^flb ihe mint and ibe 
tara ^fjr. Tbc proper of the riani* seeiiw w be Sutlnutr. Se* niy 

Early AaMah iSf ihi EttgHik itt I.* 135. 

* See tiiy t # 9^ ^ _* 

*Tlm Tlilni fort# stood on wcE iWe of line nvtt below Calcutta. One 

wfaeie (he tiwifeof the SupeHnltmletit of the Sibpar Botanical Ci^n now ». Uie 
other, on theopoMtoieMda of the riier at Matiiya Bnij. See m ^ 

1 ., 54. In the some work, oppwiie page **7. I ha™ given m ^joctural aiap u* 
Caimita Mot* ik* Et^luk, which obowi the positions of all these pIsOM 

* Formerly an on itw west honk of the river Hugli, jitst hdow Khejiri mi 

the raodem CowsoBy lighthpOM. 55 ™ my EegffjA i« I-. to no. w eM 

there ate oonjectuial plans of the Uhinil of HijiL and of Belosor, an an aceou 

thq ligbtlng ia tboss plftcei. 


* 
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30 Dic,, 16S7.—The articles are not confirmed, but the English 
are permitted to go to Chuttanuttee, Hughley lactory ruinous, 
the hole where their ships used to ride almost filled upt They 
pctlticm to settle at Chuttanuttee.^ 

27 JutHf 1688.—Still at Suttanuttee. The new I^abob Bahauder 
Chawn [Bahildur Khiii] arrived,* 

21 Aug.t 1 683 ,—Are endeavouring to bring the trade down from 
Hughley to Sootantittee, 

20 April, t6Sg,—Eyre and Braddyll sent to the Nabob at Dacca 
to treat in June. 168S. The Nabob ask[s] the English assistance 
to make war on the King of Arracan, the English proffer it on 
condition he will give them leave to build a fort. In the interim 
one Heath, who seems to have commanded the ships and forces 
insist[sj that the Agency shall quit Bengal and on the 
8th November they left Calcutta, and went to Ballasore to take 
in the effects and factors there.* 

t7 Mar,, 169a—They receive overtures from the Nabob of 
Bengal* to go and resettle in the Country. 

i6gi.^ They leave Madras July r^th, i6go and arrive in 
Ballasore road the aSth D=. 

iS Jan», 1692, -The Agency receive the Moguls Phirmaund* to 
trade Custom free, pajing only a Pischash* of 3,000 ru^es per 
Annum. They e-spcct the Nabob's leave to build. Have 30 soldiers.* 


’ S«c my EngHik Ut Ba/til. 1„ no, 1 m. 

B^Wur Khto. ib«i Kiin Jahin, Uahadur, 
““ ' Aooonltiif to ib« 

. If f tlicftwl cf ^AEaitni^tr'i twenty-Elintll yBar—i.e., in the first 

iKceiil^ly ditchwgcd Iii« tntsiion, ha wm appoinied ta iho gavemiiumi of 
*1' ’**?• Octqber iS, I«8. His toIb in Beit|;al 

timn-fewn the depvture of 5!iijT»ta Khun lilt tfan mrivtil of 
‘ thTibirty thirf of 

^ t™5*f«r*d u. AlEnh*lad, vxl in tbr tUxty.fotlrtll 

fmaanined HU hJ rf *^!!^ ^ifiy-setwiih year b« ww reoaUed to Court, whnn! lie 
in the Deeeaa DB ^ 1 * * tiMttnvd to the imperial camp at Qanmpun IslSutliiKi 


^Emperor. 

See my SMgm it fifitjjf, 1., UJ.I 15 . 
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ti Feb,, 1693.—Job Chanock died the loth of January this year 
N.B., August 2nd, 1693 a Commissary went to Bengal.^ 

14 Dic., 1694.—Can’t get the Sabob's and Duan’s [dTtt'dii's]* 
grant for a settlement at Chuttanuttee. 

20 Jati., i6g6.—from Chuttanutteei Have built chambers for 
the sen-ants at Chuttanuttee, the Nabob conniving, but will not 
give open approbation. 

112 Aug,, 1^6.—The Nabob don’t press their return to Hiighley, 
but on the contrary orders them to defend themselves against a 
rebellious Rajah,* and under this pretence they intend to build a 
wall round their factory to mount gunsoti- This Rajah, I suppose 
the Rajah of Burdwan* wars with the Nabob, and takes Hughley. 
The Dutch retake it. The English assist the Nabob’s troops to 
beat the Rajah’s near Chuttanuttee for which the Nabob thanks. 
The Dutch, French and English take this opportunity to fortify 
themselves at the 3 presidencies.® 

30 1697.—The Rajah threatens the English who take this 

opportunity to carry on their fortifications which they foolishly 
think is capable of resisting the Mogul’s army. 

1 Dec,, 1697,’—The Nabob encourages them to fortify which 
they do. The rebel defeated. 

20 ]an,, 1698,—Have withdrawn Patna, Rajahmaul [Riijmahal] 
and Balasorc factories, intending to cany on all their trade at 
Calcutta. 

29 Jan., 1699.—Chuttanuttee very- much increased within these 
5 years. Have obtairiod a settlement in Govindpote [GovindpiirJ, 
Chuttanuttee and Calcutta by the means of the Mogul’s son* who 
gave them a grant of these three towns on the same terms as the 
Jemmindars [rnmlUffilttP held them who had always refused to 

1 Sir John Goldsboraagli. Sets my BtMgai, [., I40 lo 14^. 

^ The dls^M was the eWef financial miuisiBr of a pfoviitcc cttai^ wilh tfi^r 
callactioil of tla* rci'anne. 

» Onne rafciB to S^obbUBlttiha, of Cheiu)iSi, a Hindu la&doviTicf in tbfl 

district of Burdwan, * 

* No, S'QbhJaiiTiha kfllftS Krisibnmma, tht of Burdwon, ifl taltle. 

* For th« story of the rebellion sett bdow, catracta ut to 

* Prace * grajidaoa of AftrMgzib. The itory of tlMK 

lioOK if given below in e^titiCU 3S, J9. 4]^ 

- Laodholden. 


I—a 
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sell them, . . , The English fort stronger than the Dutch, and 
their trade and name greater, 

21 Feb., ihQ9, — 'The country about Radnagiir' not yet settled. 
They desire leave to build a new factory, i suppose in the fortifi¬ 
cation already built, 

II Aug., iyoi.“Foit William strong enough to resist any 
attempts of the natives; the inhabitants increase; complaints of 
which are made to the Prince who orders from Hughlej' to reside 
on the place, but being bribed revokes these orders, 

8 Jan., 1702.—^Are going on with a new house in the middle of 
the fort. 


2. The Court of Directoks Sakction the Buildino of 
A Factorv at SiJTANUTf, 

Exfnte/Jrvm Ceturml Ltflfr/rom tAe Conn to Fort St. Gtt^. london, 
FtAmary 1J, 1689. Farttgraph 3j. jUtttr Book No. 9. 

^ We have no manner of doubt of the continuance of our peace 
in all the Mogols Dominions, and therefore we think the sooner 
Agent Charnock resettles the flactoryes of Cassumbuzar [Qasim- 
Mzur] and Maulda, from whence we used to have our best 
Returns, the better it will be for the Company, and since he likes 
Chuttanutt«,sowell we are content he should build a ffactory 
there but with as much frugality as may be, and we hope he will 
^ contnvc that busyness, as the Dutys of that Town being to be 
the Companies by the Bengali Articles, They may in some few 

T po^ibly 

nre^mCouncills discretion at 
* to our Generalls* hereafter, if it pleases God in his 
due time to amve him safely in Bengali, 

f 

3. The Same, 

a...., ^ ^ 

. J t "T"' Advi«s ,0 In 

. .r:r^::^v" z r 

01^.- on 

awe 10 BoD^kl io uSj,j. 1 ^“^' CfMibmmgh. who 
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and Councill at Fort St. George, approved of your biiilijing a 
ffactory at Chuttanuttce if you find it necessary' for our Servipi 
And ^vc hope you have before this resctled our fiactorj^ aiCassum- 
because we shall exceedingly want such goods as we usually 
had from thince. 

4. The SuPERtORiT^r of the Posit roN at Calcutta. 

SxMu/frffm Ctfural /ram fAf C^arf SL /Wi/a, 

I r/At 1659- Lilf^r /f^wi Nff. 9. 

We know not well what a kind of Fort that is at Ballasore 
taken by Captain Heath ^ which the Moors built upon or neat the 
place where our Banksall ^ was formerly as we suppose and if you 
arc in possession of it when this arrives you must consider of what 
use it may be to us and w^hethor it be worth the charge of keeping 
or not we conceive it may command all Ships and Boats going 
into the River of Ballasore but they are small and few It can be 
no succour to our great ships rideing in Ballasore Road because 
the shoal w'ater will hinder them from comeing nearer that Fort 
than within five or six Leagues and our Ships in Ballasore road 
do generally ride in a hard and dangerous Roadstead and many 
of our men come to Sickness and death by their constant labour 
of rowing so far in such a rough which we would willingly 
prevent all that in us lyes and therefore if the Moors will allow us 
to fortify ourselves at Chutanuttee where our Ships may go up 
and ride within the command of our Guns it would be much better 
for us though it should cost us a bribe of thirty or fourty thousand 
Rupees to the great men to be paid ^^hen we are possesl of the 
Phirmaund for that and for the confirmation of the twelve 
Articles made with Mr. Chamock * but the confirmation of those 
Articles we insist upon in right and will not purchase them. 

If you resettle in Bengali you must order our Pilots and govern 
yourselves in the settlement and collection of our Revenue after 

1 CaptsiJn Hcalh le»k BiJaAor on November See mf En^hih in 

120 , 12t. 

- Pen office. 

^ Tbe tvLvch-e artldei. were mfirwd upon between Cbirflock and ibe represenlativfl 
of [bo Nawlb ia Janujiry, l6S^. See niy iff Ir^ 99 
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the same manner as the Dutch do in those to^\'Tles which 
possess in that Countrey. 


[i6«>a 

thej*- 


. $. Early Days ik Calcutta. 

Exfrmti/rpm CAutanutU Diarj ^nd August 34 .wrf ,8, and 

Ntrvtmber 6, 1690. Fiviory Eternity Cit/trur/a, A*i>. 1 . 

The arrivals 

On board the MaddapoUaat. 

r,lr^R^ Sankraul [SankriiJ]* order’d 

Chntanutte where 

dittornn^i'^^w the place in a deplorable con- 

S a! I, «<=<=<^mmodation. and the 

boats whirli^ " t. We are forced to betake oiir^ves to 

SL bum^ A 3 e^re is very unhealthy 

the Country People 

they could.* ^ ^ “tiling downe and earn ing aa ay what 

a Compljwn't?^ Governor of Tanna sent his Servajrt with 

A list t>/buildings absolutely netessaty, 

Chutanutte Thui^ay aSth Augmt 1690. 

E'str “ .c: 

commissions be given to Xco ^ Ptw^laHned, as also that 
the Prosecution Commanders of Shipps iK order to 

it is resolved iStuch buildings here are destroyed, 

as cheap as possible vizt. ^ necessity requires and 

* SSnkrsJ, on the itcn i»ia«r ctk- . 

theto is siiii a 

* tn ^tovember. 16 SB it-.r 11 . 

loss. See ay j ^ ^ 
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lit. A Warehouse* 

2* A dincing TDoin* 

3, The Secretftjva Office to be nspair'cL 

4. A Rooimt io sort CloQi id. 

A Cookrooifi wUh its eonvetiicTidea- 
All Appartment for iht Company^ Serkinti 

7* The Agents ^ Mr. Pcachic's bouses to he 
repaired which were part standing & a 
house to be built for Mr. Ellis the former 
being totally demolish'd. 

Sh The Guard house. 

Resolved that 2000 maunds^ of Wheats and aoo maunds hofsc 
Gram he bought at Maulda that being the cheap^t place, and 
here to be provided 6000 maunds rice, zoo maunds butter, aod 
200 iD^tinds Oyle, to tn? sent to ffort St. George^ 


These to be done with Mudd 
Walls and thalchl till we 
can gett ground whereoo to 
build a FMOfy, 


TAr farman Mflf rfcmW. 

6*—In consideration that the PhirmauneJ is not yett 
arrived and We know not what may happen if it should be contrary 
to our ExpectationSp do think it convenient, and do accordingly 
order nccessarj' provisions for 4 months according to a Calculation 
dra\\Ti out to said purpose that Wee may be in a posture to defend 
and the easier to withdraw ourselves, and if we have no occasion 
of so much provisions, the superpitis shall be disposed of, which 
We judge may he done to advantage. 


* 

6* Bengal not to be settled till tele War is o\xr* 

ExiTii^i /rffm Gtnrrul LtfUr fr^m C^vri to Fort St: (kor^- Ij^rtdsn^ 
F^ruary lE, 1691* pm^agroph m Lffifrr BooA Ao* 9* ^ 

We think you will w^ant no ffactors or Writersj but may well 
spare those writt 3"01J in a foregoing Paragraph to [he] sent 
for Bombay^ because ^ve do not intend to settle Bengali as j'OU 
imagine tintill this wtirr with (France be over. 

^ A rnnund or ht a Aiuying wisht, ihe htUSr bcLug Sa patmdi a^voiidupoti 
and tha imitory man | of a hundredwe’lgbl. 
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7. The Business ik Bengal to be concentrated at one 

Factory, . 

Extraet from Getter^ lattr from fht Cmrt to Eittgai, landinit 
February 18, 169I. 

It is Out Positive Resolution As We have virote Our President 
and Council of Madrass never to ran in such a Wastfull way of 
Expence as you were formerly in Bengali But reduce our Whole 
Concerns into one Prineipall ffactorj' at such Place as you shall 
think most proper for Our service Besides which One Person or 
two \\c think you must maintain at Ballasore But pray limit 
them to a certain Expenee that We may know the utmost of 
Our Charp And advise Us what that is att Both Places and 
-hat is the Annual Charge of a Sloop or tw-o if You can’t be 
without them but more than two Wc will never have. 

8 , The Unsettled Condition of the Sctanuti 
Settlement. 

Extr.ut/rom General Letter Jrom Fori SL George to the Court, M„y 55, ,69 ,, 

Q.C^ j,77n. 

rcrtll!;? partly 

IJammiP A goedowns to Secure them from 

StcL Hutr Goedowns, 

Soldio * j boats with the strange charge of near too ■ 

promis, H.ynPa.nd.b™g„„-,^,'',;„7„ “ ft- 

; betfl to^ 

Til* foed ^alici4) if Ibrthim vi,x„ . « * 

MardJn^n. Amini.l.diiuri Fft Maidin gESn, hu of ‘All 

bcokiih Nabobdf Paxnu (htoWh ww! 

mined in Ifija. See Diary «f IVitii*— //,rf, ^ “tniOil 

. K 498. SAjrt (liKt In tbe tuTuiy.^t of 
^•«ni«o( K»hmir and ALuoglr, 1677,78. he waamndA 

^ WM fieplaced by ibe Prkee He dfed year, ifio7'll>8, 

»«H..U,.«ih,oodo 7 Sn 

Pni. »?m. v'lul* Covenvof of Ktobmlr, .^ed eiebty. 
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Govemour still dctaming it afld resolved to doe so, till a full 
rendition of all Seizures in the late Warr be made good to the 
Merchants, which prove!ng more troublesome and Chargeable 
then expected^ Tis doubted the dispute will last long, God grant 
it ends well* since the Govermcnt {notmthstandiog our Peace) 
ate still as imperious and arbitrary as ever, and the Agent &c'^ 
little better than Prisners at large, but of this Your Honours will 
have a better and fuller Account from themselves^ only this* we 
doubt twill have a bad influence upon Your Bengali affitires* 
since without the Phyrmaund, they can neither Settle^ build 
or trade upon any Sollid foundation or Security, So that it had 
been belter to have foliowd the Presidents opinion in deferring 
the Settlement till the arrivall of the Kings Phyrmaund, when the 
Agent might have carry'd it with them & appear'd with 
resolution and Authority, and their abscence in uU probabillity 
w^ould have betterd their teanns and privi ledges the Nabob being 
verj" importunate for their returne, Solliciting the King much in 
our favour till after their atrivaJl and the Prifices^s Cargoe might 
have been w^ell provided by those few Persons we sent down upon 
the Kcnipihorm as by the Agent and a Scttlementj nay probably 
better^ since they bought Goods near per cent, cheaper before the 
Agents A nival 1 to the Bay then afterw^ards and certainly at i part 
of the charge, but the Presidents advice was oven otod, the Bengali 
Gentlemen being in hast to returne to their sweet plentyes, which 
Sandy Maddrass could not please them in* 

9. Four Victualing Houses allowed. 

Eulrii*:/ from ChuLmuk Dinry arui Rmrds^ 

July IJ1 16^1* 

Order'd •that there be but four Victualling bouses allowed in 
Cbutanutte according to the Consultation of the i*|th October 
1690, to be responcible people, and to be furnished with such 
houses and accomodations as shall be convenient for the 
entertainment of such Persons as require the same, to pay to the 
Company 50 rupees each the first yeare, the Lycence to be yearly 
renewed. 
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to. ClIARKOCK CONTINUES AT SCTANUTI CONTRARY 
TO ALL RKASON. 

E^tr,u:l from CtMfn,! iMttrfrtm Fort St. to fAr Court, 

AoiumAfr 70 , 1691. O.C.,No.i,777. 

Ch^rnock and since to the 

Vallue of ne^ jm ^ ^*^^** * feady money besides the 

thnm ri, a rupees in Debts and remaynes-left behind 

l*kh hi: ■"“* '’>'*«“■ « C«s„mbh.,r £. ° f 

chefRy V disan^nf home, beleived 

to rctume her hither as or^erd them and the Captain 

patam Goods by the wav. But^m^'^ Vizaga- 

reason to doubt his onmn't particular advices we have 

oor he has Little regaurd to 

Honours conn trey'vIselL th! D?" 

be dispatch*! earjy hither with — ^ ^(adapoUam and to 

and to hlJ up with Pruin and Pr ’ ' Goods for Europe, 

and provisions for the West Coa^'*’'h‘^h 

and We and they depend J „ was accordingly promist 

to your Honours totally neglected. We doubt 

Affaires and people at ReL 1 disappointment of Your 

there, and so scaixre here we coTld^ T ffl'"®* 

instead of sending us what we them, and 

i^jatttend hither with a lading *^*^^*^' the 

littfeacc^ion fbr. Soltpfkr, which w« ha™ 

ha™ tam'd to jraat advaoce harc^T^T 

’ ^ being eslreamly deer, 

t^wn tfli iflig |||£ KCguoii* m¥ \raxii 

^ %»nh R,. _j|. ’ *'« kcpi in /.(fsrftfi, fiin^mK ojid Mi. a 

u had ttti, „ inde- 

- i=t«>Hjin 4 te .jjTOcr im ,™ 1 ^ bHi when hr WS, dirpkoed u 
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made so by the Voraginous great Armyes near us,^ then we often 
wrott them to retnrne the soldiers to recruit Bombay^ which is in so 
great Necessity for them by the late triortallity there, that we heare^ 
they have not above 40 Europe Soldiers left* but notwithstanding 
these pressing arguments he still keeps them there to gaurd their 
Persons, for they have little else to Secure (hut money) where 
they arc a great charge, and can be of little service being in a 
defenceless place at Chuttanuttee, where he continues contrarj" to 
all reason or consent of the Goverment, who will neither permitt 
building a Factor)' or Merchants to Settle or trade with them, but 
offer a more convenient place for it, two mile^ below Hughley, 
but that be will not hear of. Supposed to proceed from his fears 
of being SeizM b)" some of the Goverment hLs irreconeileable 
enemyes, and for his better Security, we hear he ha^ bought a 
great Pertugiiez ffrlgott for a gaurd Ship, soly without our order 
consent or knowledge,^ which undoubtedly will prove a great 
Charge to your Honours and what he means by this and his other 
expencivcncss, we understand not, except tis to renew' our troubles 
and disoblige the w'oTthy good Nabob,® who has been ver)' honour¬ 
able and generously pimctuall in the performance of his Promises to 
the President in countenanceing and encourageing Your Honours 
resettlement and Affaires* and not only so but by dilligcnt 
Mr. E3Tes,'* his Sollicitations with him, has procured us the 
Kings HusbuU Huccum 11^7/1]^ or V'crball order for our 

being Custome free here for the small consideration of 3,000 rupees 
per annum to the King in leiw' thereof,® which Is duely obeydp our 
Du sticks Passing more currently then formerly, and, 

all things with as great freedome and Security as can reasonably 
be desired and is the only time dureing this Excellent Nabobs 
Goverment Jo lay a lasting good foundation for our Settlement 

^ Dturidf; the mr trt^tfittn ‘Alamj^tr arwf tfaa ^^iL^dthfi 9 , itic whole of ihfl Deccan 
wu Kcuml and moaned with hoslit? oirmlH. 

* The Bay beffig tnberdinate Id Fort SL George oa obare, 

■ Ibrtliiin, MordAn ghlo. fodlndte to eKtraCI Id. 

* Cbarlct Eyre, Arcoi Prcaadcnt and Gdvomor of Fdrt William in Bengal 

1700, See eKtxftclA 14 and j aba my En^Uih in L, 144-150, 157. tjS, IL. L* 

and theDiin^ <?/ UV//ifl»r edited by Vule, IL. 

■ Ld.,. ^adcd^iing ta Edmmand/an order signed by the Vizier* 

* Sea StcK'an't Btugah Ap|Mndix. Nd. IX. ^ poitspdra <jr permits 
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and trade in Benwere the Agent hat reasonably considerate 
and complacent, but on the contrary' he contiimes his old dlfFer- 
ences with particular men* to the endangering all for the future 
and impeeding or delaying ocr present biiisness decrjnng and 
inveighing against private trade!ng, tho not only freely allowd but 
al^ encoumg’d by Your Honotim orders and indeed is so farrfrom 
being any prejudice to \our Honours Investments there, that theres 
few or none of those sorts of goods propjjer for Europe litt or 
bought for private trade, and is inconsiderable to what the Dutch 
french and Portqguez yearly transact^ which he takes no notice of, 
but exdaimes against English Colours, whose trade in rcallity is 
a reputation and adjutage to the Nation and theGheifest Support 
o this Place, by iitiproveing the revenues and encrcasing the 
customes, and is the only honest way Your Honours Servants have 
to advance their fortunes, which the denj^ of, would put them ^ 

upon tra eing in other names to the Joss of Your Customes or 
worser courses^ 



AJaxim which did never faile Viji. That 


Pence gott* . * . 

5 ^ Wee have soe much and 


a Penny saved is two 



soe long experience of our Agent 
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13 . Sm John GoLosnokoucH^ and the Papists. 

Ertroft from Lettrr Sir Jokn Goldsiorough at Sutnantf, aAottt Oikihfr, 

1693. O.C., M». J,9oO. 

Your Honours will seo what a height the papist priests were 
come to . . , vppon which I turned their priests from hence, and 
their Moss house was to be pulled Downe in Course to make way 
for the factorie when it shall be thought Convenient to build itt, 

13 . Sir JOHN Goldsuorougii and the'Buildings at 

Calcutta, 

Lfttfr from Sir John GoiMormgA to Mr. Eyrtt^ Oetaher ^ 1693- 
No, 5,886. No. 40 ofm ColUction tf Leitm by Sir John Goldshormt^. 

Y'our Letter of the 17th Instant with my sealc 1 Receiv’d and 
ram very sorry j’OU sent the scale away not know'itig whether you 
have one left to scale my Letters to the Nabob and duan about 
the Interloper or whether j'ou can cut one sooner than this can 
be Returned, and wish it had been cut in Copper or brass. 

Your advice about building at Calcutta i take in good part as 
being designed for the Right Honourable Companj^ good, but 
thinck you have had but bad advice concerning my intentions, 
but least you may be asked about it I thinck it not amiss to lett 
you know' my intentions therin. 

When I came hither I found the Agent and Councill had been 
Remiss in not marking out a place wheron to build a factorie on, 
if we should hereafter be Libertized to setle here, and by that 
omission of theirs noe body knew where or how to build but every 
one built straglinly where and how they pleased even on the most 
properest place for a factorie, and have dug holes and tancks that 
w'ill cost the Company money to fill up agen, and the longer this 
Run The w»rss would be the Evill, Therfore I thought fitt to 
order the inclosing a peece of ground with a Mud wall wheron to 
build a factorie when we have a parwanna^ for it. which I meen to 

■ Sir John Go1ds1»niu8li. Commiswfs'-CrtiErni sM Chiel of Com- 

lany's H-titmoDTibi. amicil at CalcoUaon Aiigu*t la, itigj.imd died tW tbe end 
of Oclober. S« my m Bengal. U Sir John CddaWttgh di»pU™l 

Elli*. andappolnled Clurlei Ejtv aseni inUia stead, 

^ ClinrSes wlic- lubscquemiy becAftie A^l on ™ “ 

EnghiJi PN ].. 144 < 6Ktra£:l 44 - 

= iPjrE^idp Aia trttler, a giMt ai|?i»d bjf ihc 
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goe in hi^nd to inclose in a day or two, this is all 1 know of this 
Matter further apon Mr. Walshes house bought for the Company 
I intend to build above Staires upon the a Tairesses, 4 Rooms or' 
Chambers, that I may bring in the Acdomptant and Secretaric 
and the bookes and papers in their Charge within the brick house 
which now Ly scattering abroad in thachd houses Lv-able to the 
haa^ard of fire every day,* therefore Rest sattisSed that I shalj not 
run Boe hastily about such a work as your intelligencer thincks. 


14. Stokes tvaktep to mend rtJE River Bank 
Par,iptaphs 33 attd =6. 

23. We observe what reason you give us why you did not 
present)- recall the ffactorys rre ordered; after yLr present 

necessity js over fail not to doo it. . . ^ 

26. stone to m,„d tSn Banks of jour Rm-r „ .hall contriva 

iL h ’Th apprehend how 

they should be toter or cheapo, than hum, Bricki, „hTch von 

naay make and bum therp j t ^uign you 

RuieeperThouJd ’ "“"‘‘"S 


tj. the ADVASTaOES EEfECTEn FROM FarmiKO the 
Adjacent Towns. 

ep^'in"d“ 1„T .“'teiS H^^eSn " C 

■ CM«..„dU».Ui.„„„^u.iu. “ Court 

"ii But It appeau that the rieht af "■"pcrial/ljlf, see cjcjract 

fjLwilypfLiliahniHSiiiaMaziundir SeaC^Kwa/^j j!* vested in the 

the Cajmita la^toty wu the idjeinUri irL-lniiHr * « ** thaWthe Ducleue of 

*tlcb they ^ve up to the by the 

Msiemeqt tests dd tradidon. The™ bi nn*i.f- •' I'™* but the 

.aoldsbortojth. Of elsewheie iq the nKard* ‘bis letter of Sir John 

the a^t of the lUaaumdArs, 1 PortdEDiw T,nJ!L’*! * ^ *be atory that 

«cl«hl„ by Job Charaock. iHUl I ^ 'Shipped oat of the 

Il» Mclftnire waa made by Sir John ‘*«* 

Myoflii whipped Foftdfueao Antony oni of i>« 1®^ death. If 

Cotupaw eatmet ta, aboi-e. Estit ‘ Gqldsborougb- 

™ a HBsidertbl. dUtanee from ,he fa^J,^ J'*’’ bouse 
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of Judicature Erected in BeJigall and for that reason we presume 
the Honourable President and Cotincill of ffortiSs. George took 
the Commission out of your Honours Packett before it came to 
uSp our Endeavours have been fraitless hitherto in procuring the 
Nabobs and Duans consents for a linn Settlement in this place 
and wee havo no hopes of a grant for it soe long as this Uuan 
continucst Wee have endeavoured to farm 2 or 3 Towns Adjacent 
to us (Chutarintte I ncluded) the rent whereof will amount to about 
2,000 or 2,500 Rupees yearly which is a means to Increase your 
Honours Revenues in your Towne of Chutanutte for allthough 
wee doe make some small Matter out of your Bu^af^ by 

Grain fines &e“ yett we cannot lay any Impositions on the people, 
though never S4>e reasonable, till such time as wee can pretend a 
Right to the place, which this farming of the Towns Adjacent w ill 
soon causep and procure us the libert}^ of Collecting Such Duties 
of the Inhabitants as is Consistant with our own Methods and 
Rules of Government and this is the only means wee can think of 
till wee can procura a Grant for our firm Settlement*® The Dtltics 
Collected out of the Towne last mouth and fines paid amounted 
to about 160 rupees whereas formerly it was soe smtill that it did 
not amount £0 30 rupees one month with another * » , 

Wee have begun no brick buildings in this place except a 
Godowne or Warehouse, which was of neci^sity to be built for 
prizing and sorting your Honours Goods this yeare, and shall 
build no more then just \vhat is of necessity for your Honours 
business untill wee have the Nabobs and Duans Penvanna for a 
firm Settlement here. 

la CHAtiNOCK^s House Burkt. 

Jri?fK Diary afid Cajftui/a/fairs* l^p 1 

• Fui fo^ Rfcordif Crf/fw/Af, A^J. 2 . 

About n the Night the house where Agent Chamock liv'd was 
burnt down thro' the peons mating a large Fire under a thatch"t 

^ Mjirlcet 

« Tbii rights lo coltfict rents from the ryots in the three lownihips, to 4 aaJ mm they 
pleajmd miih the w^le tanda, to impose P^^ty mxea, duties, hjh! Ene^, cmiiiiiuwd m 
ibe view of iho Englisli mcrciiaiits tha of Co^rtiUft, ™y Iw ««□ by 

cQoaparing tbU extract with ettrect These riKhta, which the Engluib 

od^ght to a£»]utre. ami did enhseqaefiUy acqiiire, wm at tbii Unwa held by iHo 
family of a certain Laltshmiklnta S« eKtrect 35. 





l 5 


Oto FORT WILLIAM /A' BBSGAL 


^ 

17 . Thk Riser Bank to be mended with Brick. 

w“oSf h“ ouJtitttst 1° ril'’c toS'' ““ ,t" 

thrift, and to dear'^fni^raiJj Sr!? Degree of 

coftcjeivejt wLIJaJwav-ab^necessari forL^^ Company, We 

of Cassumbuzar and ^faulda*^&?'^k ^ tJamtam our fi&ctoi^'s 
but enlarge our Trade in Ih n ’’csolve not to diminish 
India* “ '*> all other parts of 

»herc “ma” ''* 7 ' °“'' '“"• 

thMjhB a rcB„.i4 o‘r S™ k'^*' ■“ 

hasnng reason to believe it ms from that place, 

of fongall, of which you have ye^hS 00 ^}* lf“*^ 
m all places near the Tropmeks th.^ I 

the world over an unusua|/4k. late Years all 

West as in the E^tXl!,^* ^1"? ---H i- the 

number of years more at fh i ^ ^ ^hen We have been some 
will have in some measure fo^aSTh^''" T 
we were at Hiighly, and may £ the^<? 

firm -Settlement (it mav be ^ r easilj-er induced to allow us a 
especially if (as the n 

at BengalU should fall out with them 

coidsb«™ti, i„ 

r°r*v p« thwnMd - ™ «tiiii«a brick* ,« ast * under 1 
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19. Buildings at SCtanuti m the Early Part of 1695. 

Exfrji^/J C/tM/itMum Dtar^ and Ottintfatims, If, 18 and 29, 

Afiri/ 8 and 22 y/urn 5 Foiiory Calcutta^ No. 2. 

Ladguigs Built in ike Factary for Factors md IVritm- 

Afarch ii. 1694-95-“There axiseinj^ many ineonvenlences from 
the Right Honourable Companys fifactors and ^vritcra having 
lodgings out of the Right Honourable Company^ Factorj* or 
compound which their Agent lives in; and those thatchT lodgings 
being yearly blown down with the Southerly storms which causes 
often repairs; besides they arc not at the call or under the Eye of 
the Agent, as youth ought to be. 

Tis therefore Okdek'd that half a dozzen Chambers of brick 
and mudd be built on the Notthside of the Compound for them to 
live in ; And that the Charges Generali keeper gets them finished 
before the Rainy Season comes in. . * 

Tltc Cam found Enlarged to the Northwards 

March —There being a Tank of water near the ffactory-gate 
which is very offensive to the place and there being occasion for 
more Ground to enlarge the Compdund to the Northward whom 
the chambers for the flactors and Writers are to be built 

Tis ordered that the Charges GeneraU keeper fills up the same 
speedily. 

And the Trench which was made round the ffactorj' by the 
Commissary Generalk order to drain the ^^ter from the higher 
ground as a means to keep the place wholesome being partly 
bird with mud since the Rains, and several] holes cult therein by 
which puddles and standing*water may remaine to offend the 
ffactory 

Ordered that the Trench or ditch be cutt 2 or 3 Covids^ deeper 
or what is necessaiy^ to cany^ the raine w'ater into the River* - . 

A Fire in the 

March 2Q.—This day at noon a house near the Btizzar 
chanc’d to be fired and the wind being v'ery strong and southerly 

^ A mild In a ctibll or ell, fr^m thca Fariagues? ivmis. 

* Her* this pnndp^ Ipdiim buflidcst fimirter in Calculta, the i^f^ 

2 
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wcasion'd the burning many others belonging to our Seamen and 
Souldiers, and" afterwards consumed the whole Bnzz^ in two 
Hours tirnei w'hich the fierceness of the wind, and fire made 
impossible to prevent or to sa\'e but a small part of their Goods 
and Necessaries. , * 

CAflrijfici's Homt Sold. 

April The House w^hich Agent Chamock formerly liv’d in 
and lately Mr^ Hllisj being of Thatch w^as by an accident burnt 
down one Night; and Order’d to be rebuilt by the Charges 
Gene^l] keeper Mr, Cormell, and to be cover’d with brick for 
securit)^ but the charge exceeding W'hat w^e expected (it amounting 
to 400 and odd Rupees) and being a considerable distance from 
the ffactory. And inconvenient for the Companys Servants for 
that reason Mr* Cormell was order’d to dispose of it by outcryp 
which was accordingly done for 375 Rupees, . , 


Br^iddyir^ Old House Sold, 

A^nl 22.—There being a small thatcht House by the water-side 
felongtng to the Right Honourable Company (which Mr. Braddyll 
formerly livd in) desired by Mr, Michadl Meebc who proffers a 
hundred rupees for the same, and the benefitt of a Compound: 
we consented to kt him have it for that money Since its at a 
^cat distance from the ffactory' so inconvenient to lodge the 
Companys Servants. . , 

The New Brick Lftdgings and Godowns Down. 

constant Rains and high winds for thaso 

oa^rTfif^fh Companys new brick Lodgings and 

^ and 

sc^erall houses m town much damaged. , . 

^ Tntngenttnt/or Rebuilduig ihc Lodgings and Godowns, 

violet fii Storm of wind and raitie being estream 

biiilHinr, til* greatest part of our new 

reMived*tl»'l^“f H bm tho C«ioOT« hnvitig 

reecned the l^t and most svanted, tho Bricklsjor hath 

' Store-pluce^ si'ETtbouse, 




1696] 


OLD FORT WILLIAM IN BENGAL 


19 


undertaken the rebuilding them this Rains for a gratuity of 
120 ni p ecs Aod the JcNdging Roonxes after the Raius are over 
in November* the whole included in said Gratuity 1 for having 
agreed Mrith him by the great (sic)* the severity of his Obligation 
obliges him to rebuild them at his own cbarget but the workmen 
in this country having only from hand to month to subsist* Tis 
thought reasonable* and agreed to allow him said gratuity of 
Rupees lao.' 

20, The iMi movement aw the Revenues* 

/tow Canrf Ip Maj^ 14 

Pitntj^ 4 xfiA 12- Leffcr Ai?. ^ 

In confidence of our Settlement in a short time* as we have 
plainly hinted to you before We must remind you of the improve¬ 
ment of our Revenues at Chuttanuttee by all the means you can^ 
and by which you know it has been done a! Rbrt St* George* It is 
good to be beginning by Degrees* and doing what you can* we 
know it cannot be thoroughly setled till you have a Phirmaund 
for your Settlement there and we our long expected Act of 
Parliament. 

21, The Rebeixion or S'obha Suihaand the Comfany'^s 
Affairs in Bengal* 

Fprf Si- JiQ* 

16961 O-Crf A'tf. 6,279. 

^4. In Bengali your Honours affairs went on (notwithstanding 
the troubles at Surat) without any impediment from the Govern¬ 
ment. The Nabob and Duan of Daca agreeing in favouring and 
encourageing trade* though they quarrel about the Government* 
But their last Letter complains of the disturbance occasioned by 
the rebellion of a Raja- and expected from the arrival of the Inter- 

^ In * GdaeniLlI Expencca ' df the for Augiist, 1695, the diargtf for ^ New 

Godown 11 Ea. i.39^.9 

a The rd^ncfl ii Id tlw rebelUoft of ^Cfbhliii|iha. tA CbelO^lp id 
See my E^eHth im Brngiil, 1 . H 7 SiewMtV Hatisry v/ B^L 207 aij. 

The story of the$e events ia elao foosid id the where I e 

oHpSn of oatbro^ b thus explainedAt this time it h*ppi:ned the coital 
or ^obbA^fikha. km^ iDf Cbetoyl, piandiMtsU by Kfwhelir 5 ma, kiri^ of 
fnlna^ whcK ccKiBtry wm pot £4/ rrocn ^^obhUa FpliL Bnt ioofl b obhajiipba, greatly 

a—2 
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loper the AnUhpe Hdtvard Clive Supra Cargo in the middle of 
August concerning both %vhich we doubt not but }'our Honours 
will rfeceive from Bengali a perticular account bv the /itissell frigate. 
The ad«ce wee have received is in the Letters from Bengali Ko. ' 
by which it appears that the Rajas forces ham taken Possession of 
Hughly ffort and the Choukeys upon the river to Muxa- 

davad [MaqjOdaBsd], so that the Goods could not pass but bv 
their leave. The Dutch assisted the ifoors, and rcgaitied Hughly 
ffort* But the tnaster of the Vessel! that came from Bengali sales 
that the Rajas men hath retaken it, and there doth not yet appear 
an Army of the Kings to subdue them, Sof that how far they will 
proceed or hour long continue nrasters of what thev have is uncer¬ 
tain* That which respects your Honours affairs is the present 
security of the ffactory. The carrying on the Investment and 
fortifying of the Factory. The Agent and Councill seem to have 
taken the most prudent method for those purposes in maintaining 
a freindship with both parties in such a manner as that the Raja 
doth not Suspect them, and yet the Nabob sends them thanks for 
their assistance against the Raja. It will be difficult for them to 
car^ on such a policy long_ without being necessitated bv one 
accident or other to declare for one party; in which case we have 
advised them in our Letter of the 5th Instant (Copy whereof 
com® herewith) to take the part of the Moors Government as far 
as will consist with their present safety* Because it is more prob¬ 
able they will at last subdue the rebell. Then those who have 
assisted him must fall under of {sir) the Government, and if they 
^ tiling like a ffortification^ ii will be obser\'cd and 
pmbabiy will he demolished or must be maintained by force, 
whereas the buddings of those who have assisted the Government 

may probably be connived .at If not too great and to^uch like a 

r ort* 


iL ^ ^ ‘I'" 

I Jjliuik m thu oripaal, 4 

'* St^iEDiu, 04]|pcat3i 
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22 . During rntr Rebelliox; RuiLt>iNG the Fort* 

E-tfriid^ durf 13 + 169^ t 

/iinuary Apni 12, iVtJ 1%, 1697. Fii^i^ry ^tciirdtr Ca/cvfti^ 3. 

TAi? Diamond ATt^horcd on Gw-tirrf S^t^niitL 
Dec£ntb£r 23,1696*—The Rebelb forces being somewhat abusive 
and Captain Merrj^s Ship not being in a readiness to goe on any 
Servis, with Consent of Captain Lawrence and Bowridgepart 
Owners of Ship Diewmwd 

Its AGREED that Shee be sent up to Chuttanutte point there to 
ride till ffryday Evening to prevent the Rehells forces from Coming 
over on this Side the river* 

An Order \v3e Ginen Captain Lamence as per the aboue Con¬ 
sultation who this Evening Anchor'd his Ship opposite to Chutta- 
nutte point- - . 

Employed in Forti/yin^^ 

Janmry j, 1697. — Wrote a Generali to the Licatenant 
Generali of India Council that we were imployed in ffortifying 
our Selves and wanted proper Gunns for the points desiring they 
would spare 10 for that use^ also gaue them an Account of the 
proceedings against the InterIoj>ers at Courtj and the disencour* 
agement they have melt with there. . * 

A Neighbouring Rajah Dr^tisi^s Moiuy* 

April I.—Ramkissen [Ranik|ishna]a Neighbouring Raj^^ hauing 

forty Eight thousand Rupees in the hands of the Agents which he 

^ Thii Is riljak of SAvnAvlim, or Nuddea, in Bcmeat- appeal 

ijT^m Ihe dted above, thal bfl wus ihe wn ot rf/dA 

Ri]dnkTl)m by hU yonnget wife. On Iht deaiti of bis lather hi» *ldcr brother 
Rlmajlvsina succeeded p hut waj dettironttl by tho nAbob of nud RJlniA' 

hpaht^ WM made Kirg instead. llhU liappen*d belore the rebelliion of bnbhlsituba. 
When srabblaiqfha atTBeled Vardhainlma—(f., Burdwan^ihe rAj^ Krishnarama 
sent hii son to Rlumkiisb^a for ^ciy. RftmatiTSdipa Hvtd tm good termi with 
Rnnce -/^uBh-Phln and with ttie Engti=h. 'The governor of the southeia 
fcinsignminCalcuEta . . sbowed likewise conlin^|al fTtendaWp towanH him ai^ 
placed a gitmKin of 3,50 p Bo-caJled * floMiors * who were skilled ia th® nse of all Wndii 
□I weapons and missiles In Kfl!ihfla«ara to esecute ihe plan? qf Ramlkd^hqn 
{Ktkiuga^uamMialie^ritdmu 30}- He overcame the King of JwDre, bal waa laken 
priKtoer by Mui^id Qutl. Ja^hir Sfeln, and died in prison of after a 

goveramem ol etevea years. O0 his dealh Rknaajlvann was retitainted by Ja £tr 
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lately put into hig possession during the present W- airs and Com¬ 
motions in the Country as thinking it more Secure in his hands 
and being unwilling to be knowne to the Government to haiie 
mony as is the Custome of all the Rajahs and Jimmidars of the 
Country to keep their Riches priip^te the Agent made the Council! 
acquainted herewith which taking into consideration, and of what 
advantage it would be to our Right Honourable Masters if Said 
Summe could be taken up at low intrest in which there was Some 
probability considering the disposition of the person and his iin-^ 
willingness to owne so great a Summe in publique. Overtures 
were accordingly made him, about the premises; and the Result 
was that we should allow him ten Aittiaes per Cent per mensem 
for bis mony which was accordingly agreede to by both parties 
and that an Obligation be giuen him to that Effect. , . 


Money to go on Buildingu 

Aftrii 12. Mr^ Cormell intintating his ^vant of mony to goe on 
with the building and other Expences its order'd that he teceiue 
five thousand Rupees. . . 


Thi Govcrfior 0/ Hijili Stops at C^jlcutfa* 

April 15. The Late governor of Huglj* Mlr^a BuraunuUa 
[Miraa Burhiinu-llah] Wing order'd GmeVnour of Hidgly and re¬ 
questing we would Spare him a Lodging in Calcutta till Such 
time he could get his Seni-ants and Retinue in a rediaesse to pro- 
c L On his jotimey: Wee haue in Considemtion of the Serv'is he 
tnay be able to doe our Right Honourable Masters tas he is the 
Kings Munsubdar [iHdiifu&darJi and a Person who is makeing an 
Intrest fo r the Government of Ballasore where their affaires mav 


HftviD, oetobftiwl th* birth of hit kri«hnachaiidra 

fa* ^ iftw a of ten yean Hu «on Ra^tartUna telsiwd 

add died in J The data ef theie rafjlu apparetitlv are, Rami,hrbht)B, 

to ; Rimajlvana, « .713 ; ijHi to 1713. If * 

teo y™ mja lodades any portion of hi. rut. befora hi. depoftlim. wa mu.t put 
Ra^fish,M» » Ultla later; bat iha depoBUon of Rlmajlvaua and aoMMioo of Rima- 

" >!>• 

practically niMiL* rank, 

rt ^ ^ 
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require It. us also to oblige tbe Government thought com^nient to 
hpe Mr. Crokes house for his Accommodation coosidenng the 
time of his stay will be so short w'ith us, 

23. The Advantage oe Hiring the Adjacent Land. 

erMKT CVW (At Court to London. April 16. 

Fara^rnph^ LtUtr Boot q. 

We are glad to hear your To.vn of Chuttaouttee increa^s to 
exceedingly as we hear it doth, and that yon ^^hat 

so extraordinarily well this last two years, And we 
now we have continued so long there. We need not 
removed by any Order from Court. And that 
do well before the Value of the Ground or Land ^ 

Settlement appears to publick Observation to 
of that Countrey 3 or 4 Miles circumjacent 

rent of 80a or xooo Rupees per Annum, or rather thanJa 1 ^ 
that Summe by which hereafter in peaceable 7 emmi 

may Accrue to the Company.^ But we t>tterly f^bid alU^tom 
dating of any of our Servants or any English 

being only the Companyes prerogative to hire oHmorove 

ment or Jemidars of any Countrey. if auy English build or imp 
any Lani near our ffactorej^ or Habitations, th^- 
same of the Company at a very 

none to take or hold or improve any Laud held of t e ^ ^^pcct 
or other inferiour Jemidars in that Countrey to which we expect 
Conformity from your Selves and all other English- 

24. At Calcutta in Mav, 1697. 

£r/rorii from CAu/anut/* Diary and ConiultoiionS, May 3 ond = 7 . ^^ 7 - 
F^i&ry Kteords^ 

The Governor of HijiU iakti his Leave, 

il.y 3 .-Th. Ut. Gov.n.or of Hugly 
B.rhana.lUh] bd»g r.ady to t.ke bis lesvo of us; 

Honor'd ns with his Company Saverall t^me^ a _ 

men of hi a Post and qtiallit>% and being a Person ’W 
of Serving onr Right Honourable Masters in manj tcspec t 

1 Compare eitmct 15 
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it 5 JtCREEt} to be of absolute necessity to present him with the 
following Particulars virt. 

Hroadcloth Qrdtnazy. 2 ps, qL 41 yds* 133^ 


ffine 10 yards 
ffiint ware f r pelves 
Swtinds 1 
wax figures 2 ... 


io 

50 

7 


Or 

« O 
Q O 
6 □ 
D O 
O O 
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^ Mulna Nasseere [Mulla a R^IigiouB maji^ and a person 

in gr^t favour with the Nabob coming to CaJeutta on this 
Occasion of dispatching the aforesaid Mirza [Mirzii] and making 
tis a Visitt. it was thought Necessary to present him with the 
tfoUowing Particulars vizt. 


Broad Cloth Ondinajy 1 5 yds* 

Dot ^ 


2 fiiint Boults. 
1 Swordi * 


New Buildings, Fi/fy Gunmen Disbanded. 

May 2j. ^There being an absolute Necessity for some convenient 
place to put the Right Honourable Companys Stores and provisions 
in. and it appearing dangerous to have thatch Houses within the 

am^n, '^here, Upon the present Occasion there are greate 
Quantities of Powder, 

-.«TNecessary Conveniency be built with brick 
and Miidd for the greater Security* 

Matters 

pretty quiett hereabouts, ^ 

“>■ 10 rrtr^ch 

Charges and we shall continue the same as affaires require. 

25. Renewed Orders to keep all together. 

Extent/n>m General Leeterfr^^ y^t st. Gecrge ta (Ae Cenrt, June 3, 1697. 

C.C,A1..44o8. 

from Bengali dated the igth March List and 
BenJ^a^l*bu^H^^ ^ at the Rebells Rajahs forces have overrun all 
he SiL* a ® overcome 

"taTr <=“"*■> Shipping and 

. r. Sheldon and Mr. Teshmaknr alt EajanianU are sLed, 
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and detained with 20,000 Rupees of Goods belonging to 3fOin: 
Honours and as much more belonging to Armenians wee have 
therefore Renewed onr orders to them not to trust men or money 
into inland parts, but to keep all together and buy goods for ready 
money giveing Dadne only for such sort of go^s as are 

not otherwise procurable and to such men as are responsible for t e 
risque. 

26, After the Defeat of the Rehels. 

Ejetr^3i/s/fvm aitd Aagujr, 

1697. Ca/iTtiffaj jVtf. 2. 

Rcir^nchjfietd and R^cove^^ 0 / LoiS€s, 

Jitae 3ri.—Tbe Generali of the Moores forces haveing teaten the 
Rebell from Rajahmaull and Muxoodavad, and persiied him into his 
Owne Country where he is malteing preparation to beate him out 
there and'none of his forces appearing about these parts ; it was 
thought convenient and agreede to write a letter to the GeneraU 
Zubberdust Caune [Zabardast Khnnl* desiring to know his 
pleasure about out Soldiers posted in the Kings ffort; whether 
we might not withdraw them, and our Sloope from thence, the 
enemy being ffied from all parts; hoping by this means to 
receiue his Order for the same ; which will be a greate retrenc 
menl of that Charge, w'hich lyes very heavy upon us. 

Juw 4(ft,—Receiued a generall from Roj^tnaull of the aSth 
Ultimo of their rccoverj* of greate part of the Companj's g^ s, ^ut 
with large e*pence<Q.s per Account sent, and Several I things t a 
are Stole and can’t be recovered. 


Negotiaiiom with Zabardast Kj^it a7id Prince .d 
/iin^ 34fA.j-Cgijah Surhaud [Khwujah &irhnd]* having 
his Servis to goe to the Nabobs Son Zubberdust Caun, encra o 


' an adT.'ance ermde to vrenvara Of craiianwn, 

* Mutiaiamad JUalit, ^abanlaat wai tin son oI ite 
Ho nltacked the rebels and diipersed ibem. See my nf Oodh 

In the roTty-eecond year of ‘ AlnniKtr. 1698^-1*“ app^ini _ rteUil on 

He died at Lahore in the fits! half of 11*5 H-, b» death being reported a 

Kliwsjati Sv^d, a leading Armenian naeKhnnUn 
of S^wAjah Phaima KbafaalhM. He i* Mid » have been 

Fumli^ijHx, ibeton of Piinw ^ . ^ 

It* pfoctitEd penuJ^Qii Do rent Ibe three tawnihip*. 


He pinyeii a com- 
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the MogulU forces Against the Rebel], and Governor of all these 
parts at present to make AppliGation in behalfe of the Right 
Honourable Company against the Interiopersi it's resoluedr and 
agreede to by os* that he proocede accordingly* And because 
Persons who haue biii$itess are not acceptable and welcome to 
these great Persons empt}^ handed^ for the more effectuoll and 
Speedy pr<^uring redress And getting out Pemanna^s to prevent 
the Interlopers from trade* 

Its AORECD and rescind that an Artuzdaast or 

letter be sent to the Nabobs Son to the same Kflect; Also a 
Present to the Value of a Thousand RupeeSp in Broadcloth^ fflint 
ware d:c'^ as under Specified and that verbal! directions be giuert 
Cojah Surhaud to Countenance and forw^ard his proceedings 
against the Interlopers^ and more especially to insist upon the late 
Ser\ises we have done the King. 

Having receiued advises that the Princes Son* is arrived at 
Mong^e [Monger] halfe W'ay betweene Paitana and Rajahmauli 
designing not to move farther this way till the raines are over; 
We think it absolutely necessary to Order Mr. Teshmaker from 
Kajamanlh -or Mr* Sheldon from Pat tana to Visiu the Prince (as 
most persons have already done) with a Nu^zerana Inn^raitahy of 
25 Mohurs and 100 Rupees/ . . . 


flpicUfHif, btai Itnl RKlofiinh«r CredlublQ, part in tl» Surnma embassy tp Dciy in Lla*3 
yean to 1^17, Sw my ^ The 

tti/*T ji ^ to him unA Arcnettkaiid s^enJIy aa bciog greai 

^huiU. Accortamg to Sir Rkhird Burtoo it ii jipptissi tdnoiablesby 

u merchants in the Nights, as, £&r In the 

^ whfln AEa^db hEsmi th« prarda of hit anck \hn 
f mating Urn a tu^tjah ^menrhnnt senikma^J ha 

I J-# f ^ owing that Bitch folks dins* handsqqwiy iara deUcAlcly*' 
ct 1 Sam. iic. 7, astd 3 Kings riii. 0 . , 

* A memorial, so called from iu initial wordi. 

* p!r“^ *' ^ ^ * supwior in Indit Compaxe thir etm- 

to iwEar fcilrv ^ *'“0" Tari iiteu ': > So thoy crowded 

wirin 1^ 1 ^ na^r^nabs, and misi^ ahcrtsta of accEamaiion, 

BtMtT f^ d ■ ^if niS ^l^n^adE” ' The practice, aa Burton botBa, is COD- 
Ibo pwajtQ ctied Ibove. «w"Ple. io <lw Wwry of Nsjunan luid Ln 

to -Aiflingir, ..es appointed u> 

Ko^Bahir in it^ H Pj BO'erttment of Bengal and the/itfj.Mrf of 

March U. h.t 
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order'd lately from sLattoelab 

convenient oppertunity to_ ^ haue 

[Sa‘;idetu.llah] GoveVnor of Ballasore for ^ 
litelv receiued in our affaires there, and tha J y 

»U ScSfroaloe a. double and prejudiee m cm trade; and 

^“dingtea ha.« th. Nabob, and 

prevent Interloper, trading in the,, para he 

thereof bat on the Conttary '"'^rS’Mr T«hmtl.^r la farther 

,e tntde all ahteh I^d ”o Mgaaint the 

nrderri to ^tt i[„S to com. into them part,; 

STara'gmal ^T of mimheita and 

rrl^rNSeminJa It the 

’th“m- » - - 

Effect to the totall overthrow of thetr dosignM. - * 2ubberdu5t 
}..,y g,h.-C0iah Sarhaad return d to 

Caun with his perwanoa on the G »h^t the Perwannas 

,0 hinder the Interloper, ftnm tmde, ■“ 0 '“““ '^'.^Xtory 
be dispeeded forthwith to said Governors and 
ofBallasore was thought fitt to be 5® bv reason 

with the Rebel! and the Government and 

the Governor of that place countenances ^ (j^^.g^norby 

the Nabobs Orders svhich was urged and declared _ 

Mr. Stanley as the only reason for leaving the p , 

Its AOKEEPf. that the Peruanna ^ i. 

Pilott to be delivered the \ acqueele ^ ’ ^ jgmajid 

trouble, to be delivered by ^niM e Perticular 

tor oTw-h^t the in^^^ . 

Itr,!,'',' thirfTforee mony fron. the 

1 Pripc* gfaiidsoii uf Alicv^^ 

a i.e,p altomcy* ^tnt. 
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Merchants* Rewrites that it’s reported^ Mr. Petty and Catchpolc 
hane giuen out So: Thousand Rupees to be Invested there^ and 
that said Persons were departed thence to Hugly* * , * 

A ugust Sik .—Received a letter from Mr* Teshmaker at Mongeere 
of his Visiting the Prince;^ and the Success he had for the Recovery 
of the Companys'Goods, taken from us at Rajahmaull also against 
the Interlopers now Arrived* * * * 

A ugusf 9^A*—Received a Letter from Mr. Addams at Baltasore 
that the Interlopers business goes on there mthout any trouble or 
hindrance from that Governour* * * * 

Augtist Consultation. Mr, John Antony Teshmaker who 

was Sent up to solicit the young Prince^ at Mongcere for the 
restoring of the Right Honourable Companys and Particular 
Persons Concerues (fraudulently detained by the GoiF'crnment at 
Kajahmaull) being by most certaine advices Droun'd by a Storm 
in Crossing the River thereabouts i whose Suddaine Deaths if some 
person be not presently Sent may Occasion greats Damage both 
to the Right Honourable Company and the Deceaseds consernes—“ 
Therefore we have .aokeede that Mr, Edward Herne be 
Order d to rcpaire to Rajah maul] with the greatest Expedition for 
his Securing the Same, and to glue him the Needful] instruc¬ 
tions thereunto and that he receiue tw'o hundred Rupees for 
Expences. . . , 

i&Ui. Diary, Mr, Ed^Ai*aTd Hern departed for Rajah- 
maull having received mony for his Expences, and a letter to the 
Phousdar [/aujdar]^ there to further his getting in the Right 
Honourable Companys and the Deceased Mr, Teshmakers 
concemSf also instructions from us thereabouts, - , , 

37. The Court wish to get a Fortified Settlement 
WITH Frugality. 

Ej Iroft/rem Gtntrai Ltittrfrem tht Court U Fori Ac Gtorgt, lottdott, 
Stp/embtr r, 1697, Ltiitr Doek No. 9. 

e knorv not particularly what directions to give at this great 
distance and uncertainty of the truth and Particulars of this 

‘ *A|ima-^-th^ tru bom in Dewraber. i66j. ha «oald t* thirty-oiiB in 
^ inuppropriaie 
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Rebellion, but think it highly necessary to improve the present 
opportunity to get a fortifyed Settlement in Bengali, which we 
have for many years past been endeavouring to obtmn. \ou will 
see by the Bengali Letter, we have liniited the ffortification to our 
(factory only, being unwilling to lay out a great of Money at 
this time considering our late severe Losses and discouragements, 
but on the whole we leave it to you to give Directions and Orders 
as you shall see &t upon the advices you from time to Utiie receive 

from thence. 

23 . Ti[E SamE- 


£rtr>icl fr^m Utta'Jrom the C^urt ti> BtngaL lj!ndt>n, Stpumhet i, 

1697 * LdtUr 9 * 

Although we have not yet received your Letters by our returning 
Ships, now at Cadl^, We hear by other hands, that the Rc^Uion 
of the Jammadar or Raja, hath put a necessity u^n the Dutcli 
and (french to fortify their Towns or (factoryes, which ™ 
at such a time of dangfer, as that was cannot be ill resented by the 
Mogol, or Nabob of Decca, And therefore. We do not only 
approve of the Bastion, We hear you have raised at Chuttanuttee 
for the Defence of our Estates, and your Selves, But we 
permission {with frugality, Building being cheap m that County) 
to make such ffortifications about our ffactory- as may be (through 
Gods Blessing) an effecttiall Security against any Attempt of the 
Enemy* 


29. KHWAJAU SAHilAO SENT ACAIS TO ZABARDAST Kha.V. 

Extract from Chui&nuftt Diary and Sffitemher 15 , 1697 - 

Ki£ordit CakatLij 

Understanding that Mr. Petty Caicbpolc (Notwithstanding 
our sending up Cojah Surhaud to hinder their obtaining any 
tncputagement from the Government) haue proctir some 
from Zubberdust Caun in their affaires upon their presenting irn 
with about the Value of Sue thousand Rupees it’s agreed to send 
Cojah Surhaud again to Zubberdust Chune to endeavour his 
utmost against them; and to lett us be Satished if our P. 
in the iputng twenty thousand Rupees will be accept an agree 
to by him. 
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30. A \KW Cook-room built. 

Krfrth f/rvm Di'tjry 169 ?' 

Ca/cuUa, jVe. 2. 

The Cookroome for the use of the ifactory being built with 
thatchr hath beene burnt Severall timcSp and is a continuall 
Expence it being neccsaarj' to haue the Same within the ffactory 
these troublesome times; 

*Tis AGR££i>E that it be built with brick at the end of the 
Lodgings made for the Right Honourable Companys Servants 
*\rith one or two roomes more to Meete the Wall at the Water 
Side, having occasion thereof. 

30*. Account of the Recent Political Changes which 

APPEAR ADVERSE TO THE ENGLISH IN BENGAL, 

ETtract from ^ Cirur^, 

/anuixjy 6, 1698* AC, 6,43^ 

The alteration of the GoverniTient by the Nabobs remO’^'aJl from 
the subaship^ of Bengali to that of Fattana (w'here we understand 
he is confirmed) hath very niuch disappointed us in our expecta¬ 
tions of frustrating the Interlopers designs; for Mr, Catchpoole 
being on his way to Dhacca and understanding the Nabob was 
displaced returned to Muxoodavad and applyed himself to the new 
Duan who being a Covetous man receiv'd a bribe of Mr, Catcbpoole 
and 3000 ru]>ce5 Piscash for the King and granted them a Per* 
^\^nria for their trade which they thinking not Sufficient untill 
they had it confirmed by the Printe applyed themselves to the 
Prince his Mutsuddies [mufafaddlsW Mr. Catcbpoole offering 
14000 rupees for the Princes Nashaan [firsAaw]*^ and advised thereof 
to Mr* Pettyj who not approveing of giveing away soe much money* 
Mr. Catcbpoole return'd without effecting anything atthe Prince's 
Durbar [darfedr]* Mr. Petty being mightily concerned that Mr* 
Catcbpoole should proffer So large a Summe and is making pre¬ 
parations ^ to gett away least the money should bee forced from 
them, which is the opinion of most peoplcp and that they have itt 
not to pay, they haring Given out most of their money on Impress 
for Goods* which they are uncertain when will come in* but the 

* i.*., ihe or govi^mcnt. Sets iooisota to extract 
B. ^raJil sjgaed by ihe Priqee. 


^ i.e., dfirks. 
* Court. 
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Government being unsettled, they have little or no obstrLction 

given to their ailair 5 + » * * •_ j u * 

On the ^fe^^'s hereof [of the rejection of the Dutch and their 

present] wee were advised to delay our Present some time ti. v^ec 
could bear that matters were in a belter posture, which tree have 
accordingly hitherto done but being advised the Dutch have lately 
had admittance to the Prince, and that he hath accepted of t e 
Present wee are making preparations to fons^rd ours an a%e 
made Choice of, and appointed Mr. Stanley to represent our Right 
Honourable Masters affairs according to our Instructions given 
him, and send our Vacqueel as a Linguist along wit ini an^ 
Mr. Dunster as an Assistant to Mr. Stanley—Mens. Pelgram and 
Hysman were representatives for the Dutch and wee s ou a\e 
sent two of the Counsill were they in health, and Could ^ spare 
at this busy time, wee have been very much streighten'd for want 
of rarities to make up the present for the Prince, but a\e 
out of what wee have what we think may be most acceptable 
which with the Broad Cloth will amount to about • 

and have recommended to Mr, Stanleys care par imi ^ 

the defeating tbe Interlopers, and ptocureing a ^ int a 
which latter wee understand the Dutch are very Intent upon. 

The Prince since his Arrivall at Burduan hath made no 
on the Enemy, who are still about 5 “™ strong ^ 

thought able to Cope with the Prince who Ims not ateve b 
Horse—Zubberdust Cawne is gone away in disgust with his Uw^ 
Army consisting of 8000 horse to a Government in in 00 
allotted him by the King and notwithstanding all Perawasionsan^ 
Messages from the Prince to bring him back, he will not returne, 
which has put the Prince to a Nonplus, his Army being so mu 
the more le^n’d thereby and the Rebells we understand are 
resolved not to submitt themselves but to fight * , 

that they cannot dye more honourably than by t e 
Prince that if they Gaine the Victory, they Shall have the County 
of Bengal in their hands, otherwise must submit to , j 

reported the Enemy sent a message to the Prince t at 
Joyn with him and make him King of Bengali, t at is . 
father Orutigzeeb [Aurangzlbl was old and 
of Government On the other hand *tis reported that the Pn 
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should send the Hebei) shackles of Silver and <i sword to ninkfi 
Choice of, and that he should returne answer, that the sword he 
would wear, and if it were his fortune afterwards he would put on 
the shackles Its very doubtful which Side will get the better but 
tis the Opinion of most people that there will be a sharp encounter 
very- Suddenly, the Prince having crossed the River Dammodcr, 
which IS m the Rebels Country, and Intends to give them battle, 
the iMue whereof wee shall Informe your Excellency as wee find 
trecasion. The Trade of Bengali is Open to all Parts, except to 
that Country, but we have a great loss in Ebiam Canns [Ibrahim 
Ikbati's] removal as also in Kafaet Caqns [Kiftyat Kbin’s] '■ death, 

Bengal againe, appointed the Prince his 
ai . The present Duan is a very Covetous man, and being 
advised that he will expect a present from us or hinder our busi- 
ness_ Uee have ordered Mr. Meverall to present him with liroad- 


31. The Court approve of what has been done and 
reiterate TilEtR ORDERS TO SECURE A FORTJEJED 

Settlement ik Bengal with Frucalitv and with¬ 
out GIVING Offence, 

tnnrh Chuttanuttfie improves in Healthiness and 

To ^^ “I Temperance our People shutt 

Itl ''hich Diseases and Mortality have broken 

^rrcirat^"""" -- 

in'IViS’r;® Chuttanuttee, as yon will see 

ffoSfiSions " ' Opportunity lo make your 

flbrtificaticns regular and as strong as you can, Building tiing 

^ He hu appointBcl 

M-rch. Mr/lr.t« naS H., «- 

t ■Klfiya, ‘Khin »tbui noorded in the 

R^ UiZ. d«;^. Tl« "1! 
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cheap in Ben^l your Bulwarks well faced with stone or Bnck, 
That the Raines may not prejudice or w^h them down, or 
never must be your time to put in Execution our repeated Orders 
for many Years past to secure a fortify’d Settlement in Ben^l, 
We are not solicitous for the largeness so much as the^trength of 
it, lest it create a vast Charge of many Soldiers to maintain it. 
However, use all possible frugality therein, and make it as tenable 
as you can, you must carry it so evenly and calmly with the 
Government there, that they may connive at, if not approve joiir 
ffortifications, as it is most likely they will, when they see you 
dont take any Advantage thereby to quarrel! wuh oropo^ them, 
But if you could get an open approvall of them by the Mogol or 
Nabob the better, We are informed by some persons lately come 
on the Atitihpe that the Dutch have made their ffacto^ impreg¬ 
nable, have set up for themselves, and yet persw-ade the Kajah, 
what they,did was only in their own Defence, while you too soon 
declared for the Nabob against the Rebell which he vows to 
revenge, and is become irreconcUeable, This report being r 
from your Letters now before Us, We shall stay till we ear u er 
before we absolutely believe it, In the mean time be sure to secure 
your Selves to compleat your ffortifications, To carry ^ 

you can with all the contending Parteys, and without an Absolute 
Necessity, side with neither, And if you should be ojoy n 

with either to doe it in such a manner as will a roit o^ a air 
Excuse if question’d for it by the other and that what you did wss 
the Effect of meer necessity not Choyce, That Merchants esire 
no Enemyes and would create none. 


32 . The Same. 

£xirt«i from Gewtal Uti^rjtvm the Court to Fort Si. Li>"dor>, 

JoHumry Paragraph 2\. letter Book No. 

We have various reports touching the Rebellion of the Rajah in 
Bengali our Agent and Council write Us, as you also o we sup 
pose from their Information, That they keep in with t^ -ar y 
and appear Enemy to neither, but that In truth they 
for the Mogol, and the Nabob by a Lucky Accident of his 
routing some of the KebcHs by our ffactory, believes our gen 
and Servants to be entirely in his Interest, That the Dut^ch and 
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fTrench have openly opposed thq Rebell who threatens to bo re¬ 
venged on them, But by some of the People arriv'd on 
just come into the River^ We h^r that the Dutch have acted 
more like Politicians, preserving a better Interest with the Rajah 
pr jemidar perswading him^ that what they have done was only 
in their owtj Defence* and in the mean time have so strongly 
fbrtifyed themselves as to defy the attempts of either side* and 
have set up and declared for themselves, while the English have 
but very slightly secured the fiactory and by (oo soon declaring 
for the Mogoll have incensed the RebeJJ against them, past all 
Reconciliation, We know not what Creditt to give to this report^ 
nor consequently what to advise you thereupon only tliiSj write 
to them to secure themselves to get their ETortifications well 
strengthened and regularly made having so good an Opporttinity* 
And if possible to offend neither Party* nor side with either* but 
carry it swimmingly towards both, and if necessitated to declare 
themselves To do it m such a Manner as will ndmitt of a fair 
E?!cuse to the other Party* if ever they happen to Question them 
for it. 

Sale of an OUTLioU!st\ 

Enraci/rvm CAniaftu/fe atfd Cmn/If/dians, /^ttary 31 * 1698 . 

Fiui&ry GiAtf/Ai, IVa. 3, 

There being an Outhouse and ground belonging to the Right 
Honourable Company w hich at present is useless. None of their 
Servants living therein, there being now room enough in the 
ffactory for all flactors and Writers— 

Its AGREED and ORDER’D that said House (being only made of 
thatch) be sold at Publick Outcry, the produce brought into the 
Right Honourable Companys Cash. 


54‘ Necotiatioxs for F^armixg the Three Towns. 

Extroilsfi^m CAuti^nutte IN^ aixd Ccmuttatianj, MarcA fp /ufy, 1698. 

Ca/ima, 3. 

March 7 ^A.-C 0 DsuUation. Having try'd all means with the 
Jimidar of the Country adjacent to as, to let us have the town of 
Decalcutta [im Calcutta]* at the Usuall hyre or rent and rather 

* Dutrict Cakntia, as oppoted to tli« eont™! mad sEnmller baur. Caknttm. 
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tKan failc^ having promis'd him ^ part more than the place at pre¬ 
sent brings him in, and all to no purposet he making frivolous and 
Idle Ohjections that he wilJ not let us have any part of that 
Country in the Right Honourable Companys nmmCp but that we 
might have it to our use in any of the Natives names the reason 
he gives for it b that the place will be wholly lost to him, that we 
are a powerfiill people and that he cannot be possessed of hb 
Country againe when he sees occasioosi whereas he can take it 
from any of the Natives that rent any part of hb Country' at bis 
pleasure; In Consideration whereofn and the difficulty we find in 
treating with these inferior jimmidars in which there's neither 
Security norCreditt to what there may be, if we have the Country 
rented from the great ones ■ 

Its AGREED that we Apply out selves to the Princcp to .make 
what Intrest we can amongst his Officers for threse towns Vizt. 
Chutanuttec, Decalcutta and Gobinpore [Govindpurjt'the ground 
of w'hich will be to that extent required by our Right Honourable 
Masters. 

And the rent amQunt[ing] to about as much money as they have 
likewise allotted us. And Cousidering that are makin^a Present 
to the Prince about other Affairs We hope there will be the less 
difficulty in getting a grant for the aforesaid towns but if there 
should appear any, rather than be disappointed of so great a Cou- 
veniency us those towns will prove to the Hououruble Company 
Its AGREEt) that we advance a quarter part more than the 
Revenues bring in at present to the Jimmidar, intending to im¬ 
prove the same to better advantage then hitherto has been done 
or the jimmidars are capable ofi » ^ p 

Starch —Diary. Receiv'd a Generali from Mr* Walsh giving 
an Account of what Observations he had made since his arrivall 
at the Prince hb Camp which was the 24th tjltimo. And vt^hat 
vt-as begun in The Companys Affairs* * * * 

^ Mr. A. K Ray aupposH C«e p. ax ef his 0 / ijtioted tlmt 

Uus MaxuEqdiir {kmily wenj qo fitciidly td ihti thAt lb£y Ut llir^rl bav# the 

Kowos for a ^omlnal siUn. This diKa not Agree with occotiiil givim Lo tbo present 
exuact. Sdd, iiso, CKinet j8 betow. 

^ Govindpur ituod n«r the sil* of the prtrttnt Fort Williaiffl, aad was the sfluthcm 
of the threo tawoship^ ShtADi4.El lay to the north, mod Cali^utta between the oilier 
two- 
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March loth, —Answer’d Mr* ^Valsh his Letter and ^qiiaitiled him 
with the Right Honourable Companys Orders for our farmifig' the 
Adjacent towns to us And that since we could not bring the 
Jlmmidar to agree hitherto, he must procure a grant for them of 
the Prince tho* we pay dearer then Ordinary, , , , 

March Receiv'd a letter from Mr* \Valsh in answer to what 

we had prescrib’d him* He advises that a Violent Storm had 
Split the Tent to peices that Severall things are broke and blown 
avimvp and 5 or 6 piec^ of broad cloth damaged thereby And one of 
the Guns when try'd by the Prince his order splitt in hreJng for 
which the Prince demands another. Enclos'd carne Copy of a 
Letter he receiv'd from Mr. Sheldon at Patna to gett redress of 
the Prince in pursuance of his late Order Issued out against severall 
that detained and plunder'd the Companys difc^ Concerns in Raja- 
maule, but were di5obe)"’d by inferior Officers* * . . 

March 2 ^tlu —^Consultation* Having receiv'd advices from Mr. 
Walsh at the Prince his Camp that notwithstanding the Present 
of broadcloth 6:c* g^iven the Prince there so many Officers 
under him (thro’ whose hands all business passes) which if not 
gratified would meddle with no business of the Right Honourable 
CoEnpanys And that there was at present a Stop put thereto. 
Rut that Cojah Surhaiid and himself were of Opinion that five or 
Six thousand rupees more might bring matters to a Conclusion* 
In Consideration whereof and that there are many Complaints on 
foot against us (tho’ unjust yet must be quashed under this Corrupt 
Government that seeks to extort money or hinder business) we 
have Consented that Mr. Walsh and Cojah Surhaud give as they 
see occasion to those Persons that can serve Us, to the amount of 
5 or 6 thousand rupees provided all business can be Accommodated. 
And Expresses are imediately order'd to be sent to Mr, Walsh &c* 
at the Camp to acquaint them with our resolutions herein. - . . 

April Isf.—Diary. Receiv’d a letter from Mr* Walsh that he had 
a promise of farming the 3 towns of Decallcuttaj Gobinpoor and 
Chulanutte paying the King as [the] Jimmidar did and giving 
2000 rupees to the Prince, Also came a letter frorti Cojah 
Surhaud to the like effect. , . . 

ATisucrd the Burduan Generalls about our renting the towns 
impeeding the Interlopers Affairs, prosecuting Ramjeebon [Rilm- 
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jlvan] and recov^iry of the Goods at Rajamaule And 

that another piece of Ordinance for the Prince sent to the 

Htagly Fousdar* ^ * 

Aprii i4tA.—ConsultatJon. Mr. Walsh at the Prince his Camp 
advising us that the Prince had granted most of the Articles we 
had Exhibittcd relating to the Right Honourable Companys 
Priviledges And that the Prince his Son^ and some of his Officers 
had recjnested severall odd things of us of no great ValluCp as 
PistoUs, white broad cloth a Watch, Brandy, Canary, Strong 

Waters fifec^, . 

Its AOKEfiO that the same be provided with the most convenient 
Speed and sent to the Camp to be distributed as should be found 

necessary. * ^ ^ n 

jHfi£ iiih. —Diary. Wrote an answer to the Burdustn Generali 

received yesterday and Orderid if such Impediments continue 
about the Towns to get the Nishaan chaup'd* without it for 
delays were dangerous and greater Inconveniences maj ensue 
since we can aftenvards Importune for those towns. And sent 
the agents Artujsdaast to the Prince his son about the towns.^ 

22Kd .—Received a letter from Mr- Walsh giving a particu ar 
Account of the Complaints Cojah Annuar [Khwajah Anwar] ha 
got from the ffousdar of Hugley against us in time of the Warr. 
and presented to the Prince, but the Prince after a slight 
of the papers deliver'd them to Cojah Man^varr '[Kh^vajah 
Manavvar] and promis'd his Nishaan should in few be 

given us with the towns inserted to put an end to the Importuni¬ 
ties of Cojah Annuar Sec^- - * ^ i. j -i 

July 2nd *—Received a letter from Mr- Walsh that the daily 
Complaints of the Jimmidars Vacqu^ls about our having the 
towns from them has occasion'd the Prince to satisfie them y 
ordering rupees looo to be paid the Jimmidar 500 rupees out o 
his treasury and 500 rupees by the Company. That the Puan ^ 
signed the Nishaan and sent it to the Prince and is hourly expected 

to be sealed and deliver'd. ... ♦ l u 

July 14th. —Receiv'd a letter from Mr* Walsh dated t c _ 
Instant of his receipt of the Nishaan, and sent a Copy thereo 

* i.e.* PrinioB or possably tbefilckrwan Muhimiflad Kiurtni. 

^ StAinpad^ Ifdiu HiiiiJlp fAd/Jid, ia stSimp. 
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enclosed he writes detain’d some time on account of the 

Jimnildars proffering 6000 rupees not to have the to^ms given 
to US. . » « 

August Receiv’d a letter from Mr. Walsh with three Copies 
of the Nishaan under the Cozzees {qa?rs[' seal 

35, TjIE ArPl 40 V.\L OF TtfE CoukT. 

Extract from Oftnnt/ Itfftrfnm the Court ta SenguL London, Av^^'usi afi, 
169S. PoTograpki I and 7. Letter Boot No. 10. 

5- e approve of the ffortilication you have madcjand wish you 
(0 strengthen it by Degrees as you can without any publick , 
Offence to the Countrey or the Great Men. . , . 

7» You have done extraordinary well in reducing the out 
flactorj'es since you can doe our busyness better at Chuttanuttee 
[Sutanuti] (which is our own Town) which will in a little time 
render the Place populous, and thereby encrease our Revenue, and 
by saving the Charge of out ffactoryes, you will have 5 or 6000!. 
Value the more to invest which is the Point of most concern to us 
especially while we are haunted with Interlopers. 


3fi. Pb.esKNTS To THE YoUNti PRTNCEL 

Extraet/rpm Chutanutte Diary and CotnuUutionf, September 12 , 1698 . 
Foctpjy Rteordt, CaJoitta^ No. 3. 

*1, Surhaud being arriv'd with Us from 

ur m assage to the Young Prince having finish’d all business 
u ^tisfaction and the honour and Creditt of our Right 

onoura e ^ asters and intimating us that they promis’d the 

\Vnrl"^‘ IV piec^of Cannon his Curiosity or rather 

Art'n hankering after a handsome‘and Decent 

iUcrj\ In Consideration whereof and that they would be very 
Acceptable to him, 

Its AGREED and Order’d that they be forthwith dispeeded to him, 
iiw uddenjy we may have further occasion to make 

■ Honourable Com* 

orotoetinn*'^ receive great prejudice without hU Countence and 
P .Its further resolv’d that a present of the New Flint 

* Th* gati intiwm. lb, Mcslem judipi, th* *(wii ‘ ef oar An,iiwt Nigin. 
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^-are that came by the^flMff (being the best and the greatest Curi¬ 
osities that has come out of England these many yeais) lx tender d 
him to prcserre the Friendship and Affection he hath m a more 
spcciall manner demonstrated to the English above other Nations. 

37. The Importance of Completing the Fortifications, 

from Generai UtUrfrom iht Court to Lottden, October 28 , 

1698. Paragraph Letter Book m. io. 

We are glad the Rebellion in Bengali is at an end, and that you 
wisely improved that Juncture to get a ffortificatron according o 
former Orders, We have by our last Years Letters again and again 
pressed yon to compleat the Works belonging thereunto, ma mg 
them very strong and regular, which we expect y 
Letters to hear are perfottned accordingly, If any t ing ye 
remains unfinishM, set instantly about it, and give no 
minds, till the whole be so perfected according to former Orders, 
as may be a full Security to you and satisfaction to us. 


38. The Best Money that ever was Spent. 

Extroctfrom Ckutonutte Diary and ContHlinlimt QttcherlAt 169 ®- 

J* 

The Prince having given us the three towns Adiacent to our 
settlement Vlzt. De^lciitta, Chuttanuttee and Govindpore ^ 
more properly may be said the Jimmidarship of the Townes 
paying thermo rent tn the Kins ee the JimmideK Sne^rri, 
have done; And at the same time Ordering the jimmi 
the said Towns to make over their right and Title to the ^ 

Upon their paying to the Jimidar[s] One thousand 
same. It was agreed that the money should be pal _mg ^ e 
money that tsver was Spent for so great a pnvi e ge u . 
Jimidar [s] making a great noise being unwilling to p. wi ^ 
Countiy threatening to Complain to the King of t e ' . 

the Prince in giving away their country which they had so _ 
Possession and finding them Continue tn their Averwness 
withstanding the Prince had an Officer upon them to bring th 

to a ComplyanceI * , -m 

Its AGREED that 1500 rupees be paid them provided ^y 
relinquish their Title to the said townia and give it un c 
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Hands in writing that they have made Over the same to the Right 
Honourable Company.^ 

39. D£iiD OF Purchase, or'Bai* nAmah/of the Three 

Towns* 


Brlfitk Museum MSS. A'o. 34^03191 N0* 39, 


Copy of the deed of purchase of the villages I3ihl Kalkatah^ etc., 
bearing the seal of the qa^ aud the signature of the ^amljiddrs^ 
The details are as follows* 

We submissive to Islilmp declaring our names* and descent, viz., 
Manohar Dat* son of lias Deo, the son of Raghu^ and Ramchond 
the son of Hidhyadhar, son of Jagdis and Ram Bhadar, the son 
of Rilm Deo* son of Kesu and Pmiij the son of Kalesar, the son 
of Gauri; and Manohar Singh, the son of Gandarb# the son of 
f being Jn n state of legal capacity and in enjoyrnenl of 
all the rights given by the law; avow and declare upon this wise; 

Lcf'aJlj' tb^Sf KhfalEi^d b a d ao cLuni >ijii the a.nt^ nfi gxq-ijnd! qf 

complaint. The liuvd to Hit Emperor, to the or fi*c estates, Soc 

Wtxnci 135 and mjr ix Brmggl, 1J., I, itS. It is ime that the Majnmdlis hiul 

for mLaiAy ^boib coIlKlcd tlus rents troin the r3''^ls oiui cal lied, themselves j'o'iiiid’drs^ 
bat ati Birao^meta conl-d only be temporary Informal. The Emperor, at 
lesiaS 111 theory * could gram the rights qf coRectLiig the reatf, maiLa^ing the wsale 
lands, and to 00. to anyone hq liked. For the so^e pf peace and quiet-oeqa th^ 
English gave the Majunidlte I-ts, i„30Kki If the hlBjjnmdAn bad bad any le^al 
lo th* land, they certainly would nqt have ported with 11 for 10 small a sum. 

* The Im -adjHdA was brought to my tmdoe and thh trmi^lalEoo made for me by 

Mr, \V. Irvlnt The efF«t of the deed j* dar* It transfer to the Engliih Compaoy 
the ao-callcd rights in the three townafilpfl. See above extmmi 15. 3Ir. A. K. 

Ray* La hii SAort Hhiotj e/ pp. 10 and aa, qnoted above, has pwt forward a 

very dtlTereiat and, as it a«ma to me, quite impossible view of the tTiiiuajciian--a 
view Wbldt coatredlcm ItsdJ* and is ej^osed at Oftoe to Muhafnmadoii revenue 
theory tmd to recorded faets. 

^ The Emmes whldi follow are the names of deKondimta of L^hmlianta 
Maaumdlr. The pedigree ii given by A. K. Ray iq m. 

* Munohar Dat prohahly is a miilake for Manohar 1 >k., In the pedigree Mano- 
hmdeva b the soq of Vusodma. who is the son of fiaghudewi. who was the son of 
Jagadb, who was the soa of Ramai^i. who was the mo of I^shmlkaJifa, 



of Keiivarlnm, of i^rimaiim, son of Gautir^, kh of 


son of f j i lt i h mliinia, as above. 


^ l-e,, Gauriril, the son of LalnhmlMnta. aa nbove. 
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that we conjointly have sold afld made a true and Ici^al conveyance 
of the village pihT KalkaUh. and Sutaluti within the jurisdiction 
of parganah Amirabad and village Goblndpnr under the jurisdic¬ 
tion of pargmahi Paeqan and Kalkatah^ to the English Company 
with rents and uncultivated lands and ponds and groves and rights 
over fishing and woodlands and dues from resident artisanst 
together with the lands appertaining thereto, bounded by the 
accustomed notorious and usual boundaries^ the ^me being o%vTied 
and possessed by us (up to this time the thing sold being in fact 
and in law free from adverse rights of litigation forming a pro¬ 
hibition to a valid sale and transfer) in exchange for the sum of 
one thousand and three hundred rupees, current coin of this time, 
including all rights and appurtenances thercoft internal and ex¬ 
ternal ; and the said purchase money h^ been transferred to our 
possession from the possession of the said purchaser and we have 
made over the aforesaid purchased thing to him and have excluded 
from this agreement all false claims, and we have become absolute 
guarantors that if by chance any person entitled to the aforesaid 
boundaries should come forward^ the defence thereof is incumbent 
upon us; and henceforth neither we nor our representatives abso¬ 
lutely and entirelyj in no manner whatsoever* shall lay claim to 
the aforesaid boundaries, nor shall the charge of any litigation fail 
upon the English Company, For these reasons we have caused 
to be written and hav^e delivered these few sentences that hen 
need arises they may*' be evidence* Written on the 15th of the 
month jamiidl 1 in Hijri year irio, equivalent to the 44th year o 
the reign full of glory and prosperity.'^ 

40. A PoWDER-KOOM TO UE BUlLT OF BkJCK JUST WITHOUT 
, iHE Factory*^ 

Exirai^tfr^m Clmtanuni Viary oftd ConsuUatt&ns, Ft^ruary 9 , 1699 ^ 
Ftutffry F££&rdsi CixlcutiiM^ j. 

The Powder for want of better Cooveniettca having been kept 
for these tw'o years tn the rarity roome abo%’e tfve Godowtij by 
which reason that and another fair Room by it becomes uselesSi 

^ The dito \a equivmlctti 10 November 9, i^gS- 

» Or Febniuy ip 1699. Cbarba Eyra cw ebarge (rf ihe agraej. at CalcxUla 

to Jelua tleAnl, 
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and there being just vnthout the ffaclory under the Command of 
our Guns on ihe Point^ a brick pbce which formerly made for 
powder, but 'tis exceeding damp and Spoyles all the Powder whilst 
It Ijea on the Ground Tarrase but in case an upper Room be 
built thereon with a small charge, twill secure the Powder very' 
well, aiifl give us the Advantage of having the use of the afqremen' 
tioned Roomes for the Right Honourable Companys Sen-ice, 
Agreed that the Charges Generali Keeper be Ordered to build 
t e same, and to Stop up one of the Godown Varando^s to make 
it a convenient Godown Room for to put fflint ware &c* apart, by 
which the Right Honourable Companys Servants upon their return 
from the Subordinations may have their Lodging Roomes againe 
which were filled with fflint ware and Armenian Goods also scverall 
other nectary' Conveniences are Ordered to be built with brick 
\y ic is lasting; the Right Honourable Company having been at 
a C arge by building \viih Muddj and thatch which 1$ removed+ 
pulled down a total] loss to their Honours estate. 


41- A Fmjl SfcTTLEJEEN'T MAIJE IK CALCUTTA, 

Extrmitfivm Genial Utitrfrom Btngat t 9 Hu Court. CkuttmutU, 
Fti'ntary as, 1699 . Q.C., m. 6 , 617 . 

, Princes Keshaan for a firme Settlement in 

« ? three towns which will be a revenue 

sufficient to bare the Charge of the Garrison &c». 

42- Further Tdrxok Lmprovemekts in 1695. 

S*ptrmhtr 2i, und 16 , , 699 . FyuUry AM, AV, 3 ^ 

Saftd ballast mt to be f ting ittio ike river. 

one^mafifVl^ Fylotts of the River, advi^ng us that 

Shall t" " Chutanutte at present is so 

uT' •’f Particular Shipping, 

the^^vet^'^ Vessells over board into 

AoMinteH^? AGREp that all Masters of Shipping 'are 
Ap^mtcd to bring their Ballast on Shoar, which is Generally 

po.-d« 
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Sand and to fling 5 t above the Bank of the River from vfbence all 
the Inhabitants may convey it away as their Occasions Require, by 
which means the Road will be cleared and the >vays in the town 
amended, by Strowing sand in those muddy places where people 
can hardly have Passage in the Rainy Season, And that none 
may plead Ignorance, We Require the Secretary to put this 
Order up, in Several! Publick places in the Town for their 
Information. 

Timber provided/of the facior)'. 

June 8,“Having Occasion for Timbers to goe on with building 
the Factory Accotding to the Right Honourable Companys 
Orders 

Agreed that the Charges Generali Keeper provides a 1000 
Timbers from Jessore and 3 or 300 Good large Timbers from 
Seergur* Against the Raynes are Ovei*, that we may goe on iivith 
the work with all Expedition. 

9 

A tank to th^ north of th^ faciOTy fitUi up, 

Srpiemhr 28,—There being a large Tank near the Passage way 
coming to the Northward of the ffactoty which is very Offetisive 

Agrehd that it bs hlied up and that the Dirt he taken froni the 
other side Just before the Wall of Edward Tenches house that 
there may be noe Passage thither. Understanding Sir Edward 
Littleton hath either botight said house or given Edw'ard Tench an 
Obligation to make good to him the \'alue thereof. 

L&ndmtirks sd up. 

October 16^—To prevent any disputes that may futarely happen 
bqtw'cen the "Right Honourable Company and the Jeminidars nest 
us about the Ground granted us by the Prince, 

Agreed that there be Pirainides made of Brick and Mudd at 
the Northward Southward and Eastward side of the ffactory an 
Covered with Chunam® for landmarks. 

1 TlL-re is a Shergarb in tlu Sbababdd distncl. twEdtr of 

Sswrflm« biai pn;ib«bEy iomfi ollier'pb^ i* ijiliindMl btrt. Perhaps it is a m & « 

Tor Stwrpur, in the Bo^ district- S« above, ftjflracl il- 

* Prepared linie^ 
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43, Additional Fortifications Sanctioned. 

Exir^t from Central Leittr/rom fhe Court to Btnipti. London^ 31. 

169J. Paragraph 5. Litter Book No. lo. 

\ out Present to the Prince u'as very considetable aod made a 
large hole in our Cash, but since you were necessitated thereunto 
you did well to take that adviantage for getting his Grant of the 
two Towns of Chuttanuttee and Gobinpore as well as Calcutta at 
the Annuall rent of one Thousand two hundred Rupees,^ We shall 
now expect to see an Instance of your Zeal and Skill for our 
Ser\icc by the Advancement of our Revenues there, well knowing 
that due Care and a kind Treatment of the Natives will make 
thoM Towns flourish under the mild Government of the English, 
^ides which you may goe on now in making any necessary 
itionali Strength to our fibrtilication without fear of giving 
^ mbrage to the Moors, because they cant pretend to make an 
inquisition m a Place w-here they have nothing to do withall. 

44* Bengal declared a .Presidencv, and the Fort 
named Fort William. Recon si deratio.n of the 

FORTtftCATiONS. 


Extrae/r ji^m General Leiltr/rom the Court to Bengal. 'London, Dtcemher ao. 
1699, Paragraphi r, j, j6^ 17, 45, and gf. 

We think fitt to acquaint you. That our Agent Mr. Eyres 
^aving arnv in the Tavistock, and finding our Affairs opposed 
, themselves a New Company erected by Act of 
th ^ DOW received a full Account and 

niadc use of by that Company, being persons 

Sir 1^ rJ'i ■ their rise in our Service particularly 

Sir Edw^ Littleton sent out to manage their Affaire* in the Bay 

h recovered a good state of 

health, has (out of a just but unusuall Gratitude) offered his 
ervice o return again to the Bay, not doubting, but by the 
s$i ance o you our Counci 11, to maintainc and encrease our 

*** Sb*-baa a. Iq the forty-sesamd 

lu, I TO* 1 * II °^nThft uj"‘ ***’' «nt is given ms 

is* Ift* rent of GofviniJpfir in i^aiqaiL 
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Interest and Reputation in those parts, Emd that Wc may have 
good and profitable Returnes of those large RfTects We have 
Steady sent, and shall continue to send you. 

The Consideiation of the Great Investments ma^ y»rly in 
Bengali, Our being now possessed of a strong ffortifi^tion and 
large Tract of Land and prospect from thence of raising a con¬ 
siderable Revenue in due time and of your having been made 
independant of our other ffactoryes hath inclined Us to declare 
Bengali a Presidency, And We have Constituted our said Agent 
(on whom his Majesty has been pleased to confer the honour of 
Knighthood) to be our President there and Govemour of our ffort 
&t*. which call ffort William, And We must assure Mr. Beard, 
that we have bad great Consideration in making this Constitution, 
that it may not in any wise lessen the good Opinion We have of 
him or tend in the least to his discouragement. And We ^y 
further, That no other Occasion than Sir Charles Eyres desiring 
to return to the Bay of Bengali in our Service could or hereafter 
shall prevail with Us to send any Person above our good and 
faithfull Servant Mr. Beard, All which considered, We doubt not, 
but there will be continued that good understanding and Corre- 
spondence, which hath alwayes been betwixt our President and 
him in the prosecution of our Interest, and that Wc might show 
how well We are satisfyed with his Service, and that Sir Charles 
Ejtes return to Bengali again may not prove to Mr. B^ds 
prejudice We have n^olved to continue his present Salary of tw-o 
hundred pounds, and one hundred pounds Gratuity per Annum, 
which being promised. We shall now go on to take Notice 
of your said Letters, beginning with that of the 29th January 
169S-99. . . , 

We observe the force of your reasoning in defence of your 
present ffortifications without making any farther Additions t ere 
unto according to our repeated Orders for making them reg ar 
and impregnable. And as to the Expenccs necessary for that 
purpose we approve of your care of good H usbandry, but you 
see We arc willing to fiass by that to make you secure, We ope 
your ffcars of the Moors Jealousy are not so weU grounded_as you 
seem to apprehend, however to let you know our Min s u y in 
a word keep what you have, and do better when you can- 
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The Account yon give as of your Beha^'ionr with Relation to 
the Government and the Rebell Jemidar during the Rebellion 
IS ve^ satisfactory you will see our Minds in rormer Letters, 
\Ve desire to follow Oiir Trade and mind our busyness, and 
doe never rvant a fort, but only as it may prove a safe Retreat 
from Threatened Danger a Security against open Violence, 
or to maJte our Servants put on such a face of Power as to 

i^ourage ererj Upstart Neighbouring Goveritour from daring to 
affront them. * 

We refer you to the Instructions for our Opinion and direction 
touching the raising our Revenue to defray our Charge, and very 
well approve of the beginning made in Settling the Ground rents 
within your district wc entirely agree with you that the benefit of 
our rotection will make the Inhabitants easily consent to our 

We t!^e notice of your Desires to rebuild the ffactory and the 
reasons inducing you thereunto, and arc entirely disposed to grant 
your HequMts We have discoursed Mr, Eyres about it, and told 
him our Minds are fully bent to have ffort William made strong 
Seems to lifenr such a ffort will give Umbrage to the 
Governours We say We are apprehensive of the Mogob 
ffort _'Vill Wars are very likely to ensue and without a 

are loth to ^ ^Ve 

ff War, But if a 

hen^H^ ^ ^ft'fication will make the Moors suqjicious, We appre- 
= 0 «.hi„g, .h« th» End pVctly 

ZiZ Strong with Brick .„d Ln,?. 

the "“y*™ f=' Port-holes moking 

ereat Gun substantraU fit to bear a 

built AH ilA of the ffactory may have each an Angle 

the factory was made a Pctifegon, It would be 

tiomt t approved of in Europe for ffortiflea- 

ho^ ^ Meaning in a small Plan drawn ia Paper, and we 

Diractlon'^^'ra W f him for your 

W ord do all you can to Answer our Meaning and 
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strengthen your Selves, whether by this way or building strong 
Points In proper places on Pretence of Warehouses, but indeed to 
ser\'e for Additional] Stren[giths on Occasion. 


45. Taxation and Revenue based upon Protection and 

Secukitv, 

Exiract from tastructhta frem iht Coart to Sir Cktirltt Eyrt. 

Dtfffnker Hi, 1699- Litter Book No. to. 

We having now at our great Cost and Chu|ge obtained the 
Princes Grant of the tw'O Towns of Chuttanuttte and Gobinpore 
as well as Calcutta We doubt .not of your utmost Care and 
Industry for the advancement of our Revenues in those 
places, , , , 

How far these [the various ways of raising the revenue at the 
Fort] may be feazabl^' introduced at Calcutta We recommend to 
your serious thoughts, hoping you w ill apply your Mind studiously 
thereunto for our most advantage. You know we have been at 
great Charge in our ffortifications ther^, and are desirous You 
should omitt nothing w'hich may make that ffort tenable and your 
Selves secure against any Attempts of the Moors and being so 
strong and able to afford Protection it necessarily Occurs, That 
the protected should pay an Acknowledgment to their Defenders; 
Protection being the true ffoundation on which all Pretences for 
raising Customs Subsidies and other Taxes are originally built, 
ffor this it is Tenants swear ffealty to their Lords, and ,,A 11 
Subjects owe AUegiance to their Princes, and on this Ground, and 
to Reimburse Us our great Charge We recommend to you the 
raising a standing Revenue by the Methods above mentioned, or 
any other you shall observe more adapted to the Genius and 
Custome of the Inhabitants,* well knowing that when they shall 
find the Impartiality and Mildness of the English Gov'emment, 
They will be easily Induced to betake themselves to j^ur Protec¬ 
tion, and in a short time rendcf the Territory within your late 
Grant the most Nourishing Spott of Ground in Bengali. 
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46. Strexgthe?i your Fortifications a^td Increase your 
Revenues without Deij^y. 

•iJEjrl^fs fivm GtnenU LttUr frvm ikt Csurt t9 Bfugal, Lotttim, 
NffVfmitr 2% 1700. Furagtaphs 30 aiui 33. UUtr Beoi A"* la 

3 ®* have ever)’ Shipping pressed you to make j'our Sbrti- 
ncations strong enough to discounige or sustaJne any attempts of 
the Moors but In as private a Manner as you can and gave you 
very* particular directions along with Sir Charles Eyre which we 
Would not have putt off to what you may reckon a more convenient 
Season \oti c^t be insensible the Mogul! is daily drawing nearer 
his end whigh will very- probably give birth to many Intestine 
CommotioM before his Successor be quietly Settled in his Throne 
during which time all Rich Unfortified Places will be a tempting 
bail to th^ perfidious people The Jemidars late Rebellion is a 
pre^ant Instance of the probability thereof Hut as we are willing 
to at £uiy Charge for your and our peoples Security with in your 
Iwunds So we rely on you to tume every Stone to rdse a Standing 
Revenue to bear it and in due time to pay us Interest for Our 
Mobey which that the Inhabitants may be enabled the more 
chcarfully to contribute vnto we would have you encourage all 
1 ^plc especiaUy handicrafts to Reside there and Employ them in 
whatever they can make fitt for Europe although you give them 

38. Jiou will \nderstand by the Lists what Souldiers we send 
you this yeare which we expect you should keep up to a Strict 
iscipiine nothing more conducing to preserve entire Obedience 
and m Consequenw to Secure to you and Us Our flortifications 

^ proper meanes to tfaiit Pur- 

pose we would have you build within the ffort Convenient Lodg- 

are^noi flight we meane such as 

ZT Centinells this wiU prevent their StrowHng 

Nattee^r vti *^*'**'*”^ Owne Deaths by Intemperance or the 
L • I' ORsyes m Consequence by Introducing 3 regular 
iscip ine in t e 1 linority of your ffortifications will make you 

mW/iTrir* neighbouring Moors who you 

must think will often be Obsc-rv ing your management do you what 
you can to prevent it, ' 


1701 ] * OLD FORT WILLIAM J.V BENGAL 49 

4 ?. Akrivai, of a kew dIwan. The Fort strong enough 

TO PREVENT A SURPRISE. 

Exfr^/s/rem G€n£rfii Btngttl A? /Af C^furi- Fifrf IVi/Iiam f>f 

CuhuJra, /anuiijy 3. 17*^- FtMmgr^ifik^ 30 and 32 . (3.C., jVa 7,330. 

The Prince remains in Bengali still but we hope his oppressions 
may in some measure cease now there is a new Duan^ arriip-ed at 
Biirdwan who hath the charecter of being a very hon^t Just man, 
very Severe and a great promoter of the Kings interest wc have 
Sent a Vacqneell to compliment him on his arri\^l] at Bnrdwan 
with aut hen tick copyes of all the ppviledgcs granted your Honours 
by the King Princes Nabobs &c* and hope we may meet with little 
trouble from him though he is so nice in all his enquiryes that 
doubt we shall not escape Se^'erall Dispntes and therefore Avill 
write to the President and cauncill at Madrass to coyme as much 
of the Bengal] stock as they conveniently can to Supply us ynearly 
to goe on with the Investments. 

Herewith comes a draught of the Garrison by which your 
Honours will see the Irregularrity of it occasion'd by those means 
which we advis'd by the Anna and may the belter give orders 
how to have us proceed in fortifying the same tis now strong 
enough to Secure Your estates and Scr\^nt5 from any Surprize in 
case of a Revolution or Rebellion in the Idngdome of Bengali or 
from any Seizure from the Government if orders should be issued 
out from the Mogul] upon the account of the Piracy or any wicked 
designs of Sir William Nomce Ministers of the new Company 
and we are also going on with a new house in the middle of the 
Compound* Your Revennues increase as your Honours may find 
by the accounts of the Revennues of your Towns and Buzzars and 
so do your Tenants everj' day and we move with all the caution 
immaginable to improve the same not to oGTend the Government 

^ J* fjtr raan The date ot Mur^id ©lUr* tirsi appointmftnl m 

Bengal Ls nol certiinty known, bbt it was pFflvlQns iq 1115 Hr, i-O-* to 
and it wuuld soeni frqra this eictract ID be u early the end 1701. Tbe 
• Alamgitt, pt 48for the fbny-cighth year, a n. refers to him Qu\l 

Shin. gQvrnior of fntih Oiis^^ aad iiu.'dit to the prinee i&d of 

tha of Bengal, He beld the ef ii 5 W i.oeo horse, ajwi in 17^ 

prentoteU by the additlion of 500 100 hecser I am indebted to Mr.- Irv.'i[ie for 

ibrn^ £aei$. 
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and to prevent any of the Kings officers to be sent amongst your 
Honours Tenants for the administration of Justice which should 
they attempt to doe w^e must forcibly turn them out to the Haz^ard 
of a generall Rupture in all affairs the present Duan being a Person 
that is so much for the Kings interest and Honour that small 
bribes will not alter any of his resolutions of writing to Court or 
farther proceedings. 

The Prince put off with Fair Words, 

C^urt. FbrI 

Cvkuda, Fternary 4 * 1701 , Far&gr^pA 1 1 . No. 7 , 852 . 

AS TO THE government. 

The Prince is removeing bis Camp from Rajahmaule—being 
order d to reside at Dhaaca as Subah of Bengali 

having made the Emperour a present of thirty Laack of Rupees 
and a great summe amongst the Courtiers: He hath demanded a 
present of us againe this year to the amount of what he received 
t e last, but we have put him off with fair words and hope to 
Escape this season whatever we doe the next- 

49, Accomplished Mariners are Experts in 


Fortification. 



W e arc wdl pleased w'ith vour oromiw hv ail rci.'ron^ 



snmi or provJaw, far 


t 
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accomplisbt Mamncrs,* If their Stay is short that you can't com- 
pleat what they advise in that time let them dmw you out a plan 
or Scheme on paper, and do you perfect it at leisure. 

We did not apprehend you wanted a particular order to hoist 
the flag on your ffort in the same manner as is done at ffort 
St- George although we had sent one if it had not been easuaJly 
forgott however pray dont fail of wearing it henceforward* 


SO. The Enc^lish at Fort William refuse to give to 
every Little Rascal* 

Ejrtratf /nnH /n^fn Ccart, F^^ $Vi//iam I'jf 

CoJoif/a, 15 . 1702 + Para^rafik 3 . 7 , 99 ^ 1 - 

The 30th day of March the Phousdar of Cassimbuzar put the 
Duans orders in Execution upon all the Europeans VUp the Old 
and New English* French, and Dutchg but it came at a seasonable 
time the Right. Honourable Company having not above five 
thousand rupees vrorth of goods in the house^ but they were more 
favourable to Mr. Hal say ike^ there then unto Mr* Bugden at 
Rajahmaule keeping them only prisoners in the Factory^; and 
Mr. George Redshaw &c^ found Discreet means to secure the 
Right Honourable Companys Salt Petre at Patana in Merchants 
hands ^ the latter end of Match the Phousdar at Hugleyscnt a 
Captain of his troops unto us, \vith Copy of the Kings HusbooL 
Hookum, and the Duans Order to put the some in Execution and 
desired our answer thereto^ we found the design was 10 get money 
from but we resolved to part with nothing choosing rather to 
spend your Honours money in powder and Shott then to be alway's 
giving to evnry little Rascally who thought he could do us injury, 
but the Kings Order was very Severe ‘twM to sdz your Honours 
estates and our persons and a List of the same to be sent the 
King ; The Dutch having effects at Cassimbuzar and Pattana not 
only bribed the Government there (who took money and after¬ 
wards executed the Kings Orders Excepting a parcell of treasure 
they got clear from Cassimbuzar) but gave seveu Thousand Rupees 
sH Dhacca amongst the Prince his MutsuddySi to make an Interest 

* Boithalomcw of wliom we sli4ilt ticar taler od, thia dictym. 

j 7^“ * 
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with the Prince i our Vacqueel desired a biU of Exchange for 
Eight Thousand Rupees to do the Ukop but we wrote him word 
we would not be at a Cowreys Charge^ but put ouf selves in a 
good posture of defence* mounted severall Gunns round the Gam* 
son, Entertained Eight or Ten Europe men more in the Gunners 
CreWj made up the Company of Souldiers, one htmder'd and 
twenty men, and resolved to make a Stout resistance, the Govern* 
ment hearing of our preparations made no attempt upon the place^ 
altho^ we were dayly Alarm'd vvith severall reports of forces 
comeing against us—The beginning of June the Prince finding all 
the Europeans had made preparations, and nothing was to be 
done by force» Order'd the Buxey Htigley to Vissit 

nsp and to Assure us of his favour, how he had wrote to the King 
in our behalf and indeed he is well Enough Inclined to^mrds 
ns, knowing that liis Coffers are fill'd with the treasure that comes 
from the Hatmens’Countreys; but the Duan is a Strict, presLre 
man and will perform the Kings order to the utmost let w'hat will 
be the conscquencep However after this Vissit p our Du sticks have 
past all about the Government of Hugley. 

SL A Muu Wall built Rout^D the Burvikg-cround* 

Exfraff/rem PuMre 14^ 170s. 

CuicM/ta^ 4 , 

The Buriall place being only fenc'd by a Ditch great offence is 
given by the Hoggs often breaking over and other Inconveniencys 

ACpKeed that a Mudd wall four Cubits high be built round the 
same to prevent the like for the future* 

52. The Flag Hai*sTED at Fort William. 

* 

Exlra^f/r&m Gf^rai Bengal fJre CearL mWarn, 

Ikeember F<migrafiAj 

Altho’ your fortification here is not so regular as it ought to 
have been as your Honours will find by the plan sent home by 
Ship Sidn^j yet we are strong enough to defend our selves and 

* the miHUry paynliulcr^ 

■ Hntnirfiii, Eujt^pcauiJp who wtax tiaii Tbo phrm in the PersLua bistiOiians- 
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your Honours estate from any surprise from the Governineiit but 
the troubles we have received puts your Honours to a larger 
expences, prevents trade and hinders goods comeing from aloft in 
the country. 

The flag was hoisted the sixth of October in the sanne manner 
as Is done at Fort St, George to the great sattlsfactlon of the 
inhabitants as j-oor Honours may perceive more at large in our 
Diarys at that time. 

There is no occasion for a faanksant at Kedgerre since your 
Honours shiping comes up the river. 

S 3 . IXSTRUCTIOXS FOR WINDING OF THE OLD COMPANY’S 

Affairs. 

Exiraeti frem Hm Gi/ur^ Utters from the Court to Seuffo/, SetA ditteA 
Le/uton, February 26, J703. Paragraphs a letter to the Old 

Comptuiy, and a tetter to the United Company- Letter Boohs 

10. ai^ 

To th£ Old Company.—W'e arc glad to read the Town enercases 
and therewith the Revencet You rtm&i keep the Aceoutit of Revenues 
very private. It is enough Our Cash feels the benefit But it were 
better that Report rather made them much less than what tbej" 
truly are, least the Prince be tempted to expect yearly Presents 
to let you enjoy them at Ease what ever presents yon are forced to 
give after the said £2nd July ought to be deducted out of their 
amount and not paid by Us alone- * * » 

If the New House you were about building in the Midle of the 
flbrt WEIS done before the s^nd July we must pay for it| if it was 
not we would have it forborn novv till the Council for the United 
trade give order about 

To the UmUd Company.—\V^ apprehend it will be best for our Ser¬ 
vice and the benefitt of the future tradOi That you reside at Culcuttap 
and whereas the Fort there and all the Dead Stock both there and at 
Hugly and else where in the Bay is by the Deed of Union and 
tJuinque partite Indenture to be vested iix the English Comply for 
the Interest of the United trade you are to declare and enter in your 
Consultation Book that you stand possessed of the same for that 
^ The new henaw was not finished UU long aitK'warila. 
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purpose and in prosccutiori thereof rati are to have the Direction 
and Government of the said ifort and all other our Dead Stock in 
all places in the Bay and of all Affairs relating to the Civill and 
Millitar}' Government thereof with the Revenues of what else 
belongs to the said Dead Stocky however it is not intended that 
yon should any wzys abridge Mr. Beard of the respect which is 
due to him as President for the old Company nor to lessen his 
Authority as such bnt on the Contrary that yon endeavour to 
Support his Character in such manner as may preserve his 
Authority w'lth the Natives the better to enable him to prosecute 
the Old Companies Affairs to their utmost advantage in the 
gathering in their Debts and Effects and Settling all their 
Accompts and having the use of the Warehouses for their 
Separate Effects and to that end that he continue in his appart* 
ments in the fforE and that all other the Old and New Companys 
Servants have apartments Suitable to their Station« And what 
we have ^id with respect to Mr^ Board the like we would have done 
with respect to Sir Edward Littleton and the New Companies 
depending Affairs, That the Old Affairs of either Company may 
not in any manner Suffer by this present Establishment Each 
Company as you will see by the Deed of Union having mutually 
Covenanted to assist one another in their Affairs for the preserving 
and making the m^t of their respective Estates in all their Settle¬ 
ments in India which we require you to take notice of and observe 
we having thus ordered the matter not out of any disrespect to 
either of Companys Presidents but only to avoid intermixing 
our Old Effects and preventing any Inconveniences* 

S4- Petty iM^KOvEMExm 

1 

Pu^he Ctunuft^&nj. Culctttla. Marik i, 170J. Fachry 
fttem-dfr Caliutfa, No. 4. 

The Warehousekeeper reporting the Salt Petre-GodowTis grants 
repair. 

Order’d that the Charges Generali keeper get it done suddenly 
that the stormy season doth not do it more dammage; 

The Warehousek^per also reporting that there is a great loss 
yearly upon the weight of W^ax drying very much plac’t in the 
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Waiiehoijse above ^ound ^tid wasts if put in holes to and fro in 
the compound* 

Agreed that a pit be made in the Fort yard in a conveniant 
place with brick and a Wooden hatch over the same whereby the 
Wax will be kept moist and have Air also which is the propcnst , 
way to keep that commodity and will prevent future dam mage to 
the Right Honourable Company. 

55* Hou5E,s, Ricnts, and Leases. 

Extracts/t&m Catcmtta C&ittuUatwns. CulcMittx^ May i.Jum \%Jiiiy S 
and 15, ami 6^ 1703^ Factory Calcutta^ N&* 4 * 

May^ydi, 1703.—^Severail inhabitants who pay Ground Rent to 
the Right Honourabie Company for the compounds they live m 
desireing leaces for the ground as customary in other places, 

* Agreed that we write to the President and Couuclll in Fort 
St. George to send ns the forme of leaces given there, how often 
reneiiS'ed and what elce necessary about this Affair. * * . 

Jans 10th, i703^^Beiiig advised that the Revenues of the Town 
were not so well iock't after as was necessary Bannarse Seat 
[Varanasi Seth] the Brokers Brother* was Order'd to Inspect the 
^ame in the room of Mnda Metter [Madan Mitra] (Mr. Ravenhills 
Mutsuddy) and there was found one hundred Thirty and One 
houses and Ttvo hundred Eighty and eight Beagees and 

three Cuttaes of ground more then was brought into 

the Monthly Accounts for which Neglect Mr. Ravenhill tvas sent 
for and repremanded and the April! Account deliverid in hy 
Ban nurse Seat w’as Order'd to be past which is in better Method 
having more Particulars theu Mr* Ravenhills Accounts tho the 
Increase of the Revenues wall not appear unlill the May Account 
is deliib^erid in svhicb hath been wholly under Binnarse Seats 
inspection* . . - 

July 8t/i, 1703.—Whereas there w'as formerly an Order made 
that no person whatsoever should make sale of any brick house or 

1 Tbn Compuiy A bfokaf iva* JftiiJiildanii the eldiiai wn a( Kenarimii Seih. 
See my Exgliik im t., 199' 

^ A t ot hs ftbemt Enu-third of aji acre- 

* A Is giOf^twe^ncifrUi of A 
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any other house and compound above the Value of One hundred 
Rupees [without] adviscin^ the Governotir of the place that the same 
might be taken notice of in a book of Regesters appointed for that 
purpose to prevent Sham Sales and abuses 'tis now thought 
conveniant to Order that no Mortgages whatsoever be made on 
any house without adviselng the Governour [for] the lime being 
that it may be Regestered to prevent the frauds and abuses too 
often practized In these cases in many parts of the world and that 
notice thereof be made publique that no inhabitants may plead 
Ignorance, , . . 

July i^th, 1703.^ —Mr* Ralph Sheldon demanding possession of 
George Ctooks deoeased hisTow^n of Henry' Moore he would not 
deliver up all the pap^e^s which were given by the Gov^ernment for 
the Quiet possession of the same alledgeing that One of the papers 
were procured by himsclfe at a great charge nor would he pay five 
years Rent due on the Towns amounting as per Contract to si?i 
hundred Rupees per Annum in aU Three Thousand Rupees upon 
which said Henry' Moore by Order, hath been confined in the 
Garrison about Thirty six days, and continues ObstinatCi will not 
deliver the writeing nor pay the rent due and Now' some of the 
Natives makes demands of him for a considerable sume of money 
and apprehending they will apply themselves to the Government, 
and give the Right Honourable Companys Affairs trouble, 

AcaEEO upon Mr. Sheldons request that Henry' Moors two 
houses ifi this place^ One over against the North £ast point of the 
Gam son and his Interest in the other near the water side between 
Mr. Hurris his house and the Occoons ^ compound be 

Attacb’t for Sattisfaction of the five years Rent due to. the Orphans 
of George Crooke for the Town till such time as Henry Moore 
will come to resonablc composition and that the Vent of said 
houses be paid unto the President and Councill to rest in the 
Companys Cash until] this business be decided bet^veen Mistress 
Lucie Fourier and Henry Moore* . * 


* In thMe i* uisjai to mran ippAreiiUy ■ PorKian iccreUify.' 

* It li. of covric!, impouiblfi to pronaanoo up<jn the nieHitx of liib bui j| may 
bs noted that on Maicb 7, tju^ Henry Mdo^ vna. appoinEcd oasisnint to tbe 
lamndMr nr ctJJecEor of Calcutta, m wtUch capacity he serv ed ih* Company liiS(hlnlly 
for mamy ycar^ On Slay 31, tyia^ tlie Conncil Teatored to bim bki house aiuj coin- 
pot 34 Hi, which had been laJicn from him in 170J the x-cqiini of Ralph SheldDu on 
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Sepkmbcr 6 tk, 1703*—Severall of the English Inhabi^nts being 
TAfilling to take Leaser for ground rent having laid out con^derabb 
sumes of money in handsome buildings^ 

Agreed that we give them the same paying a years Rent in 
hand and Obliged lo renew the same at the Term of Thirty One 
years as the ground rent shall Increase in Value paying a years 
rent in hand upon renewing the Lease. 


56. A Hundred Soldiers required for the Garrison. 

Extract from Abslnict of it General iMIfr from Brngn! io Iki Courl^ 
/iinuiiry so^ 1704* Parogopk 7^ Cofixi ttttd Soy A^:tirooii ^ Lcttrrt 
rtc£fvrd, K* 77^ 

The Revenues of Fort William increase yearly hope they may 
maintain the Garrison when the ffort is better modelled it will 
require loo Europe Soldiers—this force will keep Hughly Govern¬ 
ment in Awe and Prevent 111 designed upon them desire 15 or 20 
fresh ones Yearly, 


57- No Room for Littleton in the Fort. 

Extract from Erngai PuMiC Cortsafiattomy fitfsuary JO, ijo^ Eortge /| FoL /+ 

The Honourable Sir Edward Littleton President for Affairs of 
the Honourable English Company trading to the East Indies^ 
comeing up the river called here and being seated among us, and 
at the head of our Table was desired to chuse whether he would 
hAve an appartment provided for him within the Fort or elsewhere 
in the Town, He thinks that a house in the Tov^m wdll be most 
convenient fefr him there being but few gocid Rooms finished in 
the New' house within the Fort, Accordingly 
Agreed that a house be hired in the town for him. 


tbe gremnd of a prerloDs oidcr by the Old Company** PerhAp* order 

rafemtj to, whkh could not he found in the dLory of I7OI, w-lJ the onlor conudned 
in the present et^tnict. In any cauie the pctkin of ihe Council tppeajB to have b«n 
procipituta and! partiaj. How, It muy ba * 4 kcd+ did George Crooko come to faav 
a town wlscn the Cotspejiy had forbidden alt 'iemmidarring' by any Engliah wbah 
!ioe\cr } See eulract aJso m Benptl, II., d and54. 
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S8. PROGRE.SS IH Calcutta during the Year 1704^ 

Exfmcli /rffm Bengal PhMmc Fmi Ftbrui^ 16, 

March lit 27i^nd sS. April 3 cmd ji, 1^04, India 

A'tf. I. 

Ftbruary i^th, 1704.-—Timbers and Materialls being already 
provided were Sufficient to cover and finish the first flour of the 
New house 

*Tis Agreed that part of the building be perfected if possible 
before the taints sett in, the room^s being very much wanted for 
the Accomodation of the Companys Ser^'ants^ 

Agreed that the Stables and other necessarj' out houses be 
enlargM as much as present necessity requires. 

Order'd that Ninty Rupees be paid to the Prince his Jaggeerdar 
being part of the rent of Revenue due at this time for 
the three towns Vi^t. Calcutta* Govingpore and Chuttamittee* » , . 

^^arck azwrfp 1704.—The Old Compan)^ having sent money to + 
buy Timbers since the 22nd J uly 1702 and now being Arrived they 
having no occasion for them Order’d that they be Offered to the 
Councill for the United trade for Sale which if they do not Accept of^ 

Agreed that they be disposed of in the Du^^ar for as much as 
we can get . * * 

March tjth, —Mr^ Benjamin Bovveher dcsireing a piece of 

ground to build a house on 

Agreed that he have leave to build on the parcell of grotin^i 
lying between the row of trees which stands from Mrs, Mcverells 
house to the water side and Mr. BowTidge his grounds , , - 

The ground granted to Mr. Beojamin Bowxher to build on is on 
the consideration that he is to build two goedosvns of brick which 
he is to Lett out for the conveniency of Hurope Shipping, * * * 

March 2Sth^ 1704^^—Upon second enquiry' about Timbers 
mention’d in the Last Consultation,* we find the Charges Generali 
Keeper provided the same for the Use of the Garrison since the 
22nd July 1702 soe that the United Company ought to be Charged 
with the money, tho* it was paid out of the Old Companys Cash, 
and the hazard of the Timbers were on their Account wherefore 

* Lb , ihB oBker wh* ra^ved tfac i^nl of iht idg^r 00 behalf of the IMncit, 

■ Thh frxtr&ct cqmea from iht Old Com^f '3 CoasultaiioUB. 

* TIm ConBiittiUbB of Sf&rch 12, thU oBtrmrt ■!» earning fmtii ihE Old Company's 
ComnltstioRi. 
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"Tis Agreed that the s^d Timbers be deliver’d the Councill for 
the Managers and that the United Company be charged there- 
with^ * . ^ 

Aftrtii jfA, 1704.’—Diarj% Cave a Lease to Mr^ Benjamin 
Bowcher for a parcell of ground lying between the Trees which 
stands from Mrs, Mevcrells house to the Vi^ter side Containing 
One Begah and twelve Cottahs square the rent of which is four 
Rupees ten AnnaSp and six pice per Annum. 

Gave a Lease to Mr. John \^'atts for a Parcell of ground lying 
between the portugeeze Church and the Lane to the Bnzzar 
containing One Begah and ten Cottah square the rent of which is 
four Rupees eight Annas per Annum. . * ^ 

July 3rdp 1704.—Gave a lease to Jonathan Wiggens for thirteen 
Cottah of ground Rent one Rupee thirteen annas and three pie 
per annuin dated 21st June 1704* 

Gave a lease to Mr^ Isaac Berkley dated this day for 3 Begah 
and five Cottah of ground the Rent 3 Rupees and 12 annas per 
annum^ ^ . 

July jistt 1704.^—jeaimull [jftmaij Carowree demanding 

fifty Rupees Seven Annas Sicca due to Bedar buxhes [BMar 
Bakit’s]^ Jagere, on Account Revenues, 

Ordered it be paid to Ramnaut [Raman^th], the writer of the 
Towns p and that he pay to J eat mu 11 Carowrie taking the usuall 
Discharge for the same. . , * 

59. Private Persons allowed tq make Cajiles on the 

COMPANV'S ROPEWALK* 

Sjr/ra^i fntm Ca/mtla Ca/t^uf/trfiirMXY 30 , 1704 * Fa£ii^rj 

iVff. 4 - 

The Honourable Company having made severall U ten sills for 
makeing of Cables and a Bank Sail to put the Hemp or Coyre in 

^ Th«e mats are Emulated 4t th* rain, three rupm 4 %aA- 

* a oolltdi^tor of revoniie; m» H- M. Elliot. Glossary, 

croree. 

■ BjdJtr liflkht was the ton o£ ShAh and grandson ol Aurtingtlb. llti was 

killed u the Bailie drjajfl on June 10, 1707. Sec my in 174. 

' ■* Notices of paytuenu of rent dew to the j^gir occur o^n ind a^aln in tim 
TtsconU 
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and severail piivate persons desireing the use thereof it hath 
been granted them but in consideration that the repair of the 
Banksall &c* is some charge to the Company, 

Order'd that the Charges Generali keeper for the future 
receives two Rupees for every Cable that is permitted to bo made 
on the Companys rope ^s^alk and bring the same to Account which 
will help bear the Charge thereof. 

6 o. Prison BurnTp to be rebuilt with Brick* 

Ejrtr^//r0m FwfiisV €^Hmiiai£i£^tu. Fifrt ALtf 4t '705* 

The CatWTills [ib/tfi^rs] house and Prison in the Bu^rar^ being 
burnt by Accident 

Ordered the same are rebuilt with Brick the charge not to 
exceed one hundred and fifty Rupees. 

6 i* More Lodgings required for the Company's 
Servants, 

/r^frt C^Mlcutfa S/fii£ta^r 5 , 170 }+ 

Caiiu/Iar AV. 4. 

Messrs. Samucll Feake and Jacob Loveday Companys Servants 
being destitute of Lodgings 

Agreed that in consideration there is no rooms in the Factory 
(nor in President Beards house that is hired by the Company) 
Empty that the Charges Generali keeper Mr. Edward Pottle 
provide them with Convenient Lodgings- 

62. Chambers to be built over the New House. 

■ 

Exlrtici fr&m ASsimi^t a Ltfliry /rvm Fert HW/M* C^Mrf^ 

AViivtits^r ^ 1705 , CffiuF and A 6 j/raifj Fn Jf* 

The Fortifications the same as last year intend to build 
Chambers over the New House* 

Revenues Increase by the People flocking thither shall preserve 
and make the most of the Company's Priviledges. 

1 pdlicD anpcrijitendeat* Thip prlKHi may be idetiliBed wilb the * 

jml * Seeeaira^ 3tt and 255 . 
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63. iNSTkUCTrONS TOUCHING FoRTIFICAT[ONS, BUILDINGS* 

AND Revenues. 

£jrfrtjclj fivm C^rvrt B^g€d^ L&ttd&n^Jattuaty 

1706. 47-52 fl-ffi/54- /ViJ. 11. 

It pleases us well to read the ffort is lu so good a Condition and 
doubt not but it will be so preserved as to the Plan of it we say 
some of our Europe Commanders are doubtless able to give you 
their opinion wherein they think it may be strengthen'd by any 
additional! building because Gunnery and ffortihcation is part of 
the study of an ingenious Mariner Our aim Is not to lay out the 
money necessary to make it a compleat ffortification sufRcient to 
resist the Attacks of an European Enerny for we are not appre¬ 
hensive of that danger but to make it tenable against the Moors in 
Case they should assault you especially if CivUl Wars should as is 
y^ry likely ensue on the Mogulls Death and we apprehend if you 
have but the reputation of being in a strong Garrison they will 
not easily venture to attack you How^evet if you on good advice 
should see reason to be at some charge for any necessary additional! 
Works w^e pemiitt j^ou so to do hoping this liberty w'iil not be 
made use of without great reason and if it is yet vnth as much 
frugality as may be. 

We are told you are about new building Cukutta and making 
it more regular if so we recommend to you to order the Streets so 
as that the ffort Guns may be brought to beat on the Severall Streets 
to beat out an Enemy that should gett info them and that the 
Houses may be at such a Distance from the ffort as not to 
prejudice any part of it in Case by accident or design they should 
be sett on hre.^ 

It is a pleasure to us to understand the Revenues encrease at 
Calcutta wliich is no wonder since you add the People increase 
th^jre and though the Revenues dont yet we hope they may in 
time by a prudent mannagement be improvM to pay the charge of 
ffort William Since we begun without taking Customs as at 
Madrass we are unwilling in its Infajicy to check the Places 
growth by any Innovation and the rather lest the neighbouring 

^ Yet ibis CotLndl \n CalctiiEa aJlawed ihe church to be huili cS«e llus uast 

cumin, no As to odrmplEtely cemmutd that pm uf the fort ind render Li aJt^echer 
imteonble- 
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Jemidars envying yout flourishing Estate should raise unjust 
Clamours against us to the Duan but in a few Years more when 
a longer quiet possession will enable us to plead prescription we 
shall think what additional! Dutys to lay^ such as may be ea^y to 
the People and not create complaints and that we take no Custom 
is yet a further reason why we should take mone}" for our Passes 
for Ships* 

Although we have no reason to doubt yet we can't omitt here 
to recommend to you an impartial! administration of Justice to all 
your Inhabitants in the Three Townes and the Natives will soon 
see the difference between the mild English Government and the 
Arbitrary tyranny of the Moors. 

You tell us you will endeavour to make the utmost penny of 
our Ground Rents Leases flnes and other petty dutyes and we 
rel}- upon that promise and recommend to your consideration to 
take all prudent Methods you think will be effect nail for that 
purpose which you may soon come to the know^ledge of by 
learning what dutj^es are paid in other neighbouring Townes and 
Places and follow the like hlethods in yours as to the manner but 
make them if you see flu easyer as to the measure. 

If the Moors should attempt to give you any trouble on account of 
misrepresentations to the Duan or otherwise you must show your 
faces to fortune and never suffer it, one bold prudent and resolute 
resistance at first will defeat their bopes and be an effecluall block 
in their way to prevent any future attempts of that kind. 

When the house now building in the midle of the ffort is 
finisht advise us together with the charge of it and to what 
purpose it was built, W'e Suppose it is for the convenience of 
lodgings and apartments for our Servants but you had don w^ell to 
have told us for what it is desiguM* 

64. The Old Factory i ulled down* 

/fcnjga/ Pad/iiT F&rf Afirii i Sp z 706. 

The old flactoiy house haring for severaJl years been decaying» 
and more specially of late with the great storms, has given way in 
severaJJ places, insomuch that those Gentlemen that lye in it de- 
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daring it dangerous to stay any longer there. We have had the Chief 
Carpenter and Brickkiycr with seYetall others to survey it* whose 
opinions are that if it be not soon taken down it will fall of it self, 
Ordered therefore that Lodgings be prepared for the Gentle¬ 
men that Lay in it and that the bouse be puird down to prevent 
any Mischief that may happen. 

65. Account of the Fortifications and Revenues in i;o6, 

£jirnitj /rom A^sfract 0/ a Lfffrr /mn Be»£a/ Aj tA£ F&rt 

tViiUiiTrr, ZVcr«Afr 51, 1706, Para^^Ai |6-5S 6o-6j, C^i ojfd 

Bay A&ifrailt 0/ Letim K, 77, 

Shall make additional] works to ffort William to render it and 
the Towne Tenable which may be don at no great Charge. The 
Towns buildings eticreased and the Streets regular that the Guns 
can bear on those near the ffort and the ffort Secured if the Town 
should be fired. 

Revenues especially the Rent of the 3 Towns encrease yearly 
people flocking there to make the Neighbouring Jemidars envy 
them, think it is not the Companys Interest to take Custom there 
as at Madrass nor give more encouragement to enlarge the 
Townes, when have had them in quiet possession some time longer 
and the Government better Settled may then lay additional duty^ 
that majTi't create Complaints, . , . 

Do make the Most of Ground Rents fines and dutys and shall 
encrease them and yet make the Natives easy* 

They keep themselves in a good posture of Defence against the 
Moors if they should attempt any thing nor wHl they suffer abuses 
or comply wnth unreasonable demands. 

Shall advi^ the Charge when have built the upper rooms to 
thdr new house. 

66 . A Committee appointed to look after the Bt;iij>iNG 

OF THE Church* 

Exirm^tfr 0 m Bm/rai Ca/tmliafwns. Fefri IViBiam, FA^rutiry 10, 

1707. 

The Church wimting to be finished* and having Stood Still for 
want of Reguler Proceedings 
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Order'd^ That Messrs. Edward Pattle, and John Maister, look 
after the Same, and See it Regularly built^ and that all Subscrip¬ 
tions be paid into them and that they bring their Accounts 
Monthly for our Perusail. 


67. New Waterside Bastions. 

Ertract/rom SenffaJ PttMk C^wultaiimu. Fort Witlkim^ April 28 . 1707 . 

Rangt /., VoL /. 

The Empcrour being dead and now being the properest time to 
Strengthen our Sort whilest there is an interregnum and no one 
likely to take notice of what wee arc doing it is therefore 
Agreed (havetng the Companys Permission in their Generali 
Letter of the 18th of January 1705 [xyob]' per HslUfax that we 
make two regulcr Bastians to the Water Side to Answer those to 
the land, and the Busiey is Ordered to See it well perform'd out of 
hand, and to that end to take all materialls, in toirvn, that are 
necessaiy thereto, that it may be quickly errected, for we may not 
meett with Such an Oppertunaty Again. 


68 . The North-West Bastion. 

Exirart from Bengal PuMic Comnitatiom. Fort fViUiam, May 15, 1707. 

Range l,, fW. /. 

^ Having Occasion for one Third of President Beards Deceas’d 
his Compound to build the North West Bastion upon, and to 
keep the ffort clear from any building, and Since it will not be 
veiy' much prejudice to the dwelling house and \Varehouse, for 
which as well as the whole compound he has a for 31 Years 

paying a quitt rent for the Same, 

Agreed that the Trustees for Said house and Compound be 
Allow'd 300 rupees to repair the damages rebuild the Wall &c. 
and that what ground is taken Away So much quitt rent as in 
proportion to the whole be deducted out of the Yearly payment. 

^ Sc« Extract Mhov^ 
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69, Survey and Regulation’ of the Land (n the Three 

Towns. 

Extract frttm Btngal Publk C^nfulUiiknu WilUam^Junt a ami t6, 

• 707. 

June 12.—The Three Towns and Buaar haveing been ordered in 
Julj' 1705 to be measured and the revenues inspected into, which 
has not been com pleated till now and being ended and the Account 
lay d before us there is found to be great Irregularities and a 
Considerable wrong done the Company many not paying for half 
the ground they possess; wee therefore do think it equitable 
according to the Custom of the Country and agreed that the 
Inhabited, tilled or manured land or such ground as any one 
FKJssesses do anually pay the following Rents inserted in next this 
Consultation and that the rent gatherer or Jemidar do give each 
Inhabitant a Putta [paffa] 01 Tickett ’s'lith a No. affixed to it, for 
the certainc Summe he shall anually pay and what receiv’d in 
monthly to be endorsed on Said Tickett and the Ticket to be 
renewed once every year for which Putta or Ticket the Tenants 
are to pay the Company as formerly only those which have 
allready bad Tickets are to have them gratis and those Tenants 
that pay under two Rupees per annum rent only to pay the half 
and the rent gatherer is to keep a book on purpose where he must 
duly enter each 1 icket by which means the Company may have a 
true knowledge of what revenues they are to receive and the 
tenants know Justly what they are to pay by this Inspection with 
a due Performance w*ee judge by Calculation the Company may be 
gainers Rupees for the first year and more as the Towne cn- 
creases in Inhabitants, the encrease or decrease of which the Rent 
gatherer is yearly to give into the Council! that nothing may be 
omittcid to encrease the revenues fairly. 

The Putwarrys [/a/u'arT.f] or black rent gatherers &c* are found 
to have taken Clandestinly considerable quantities of Land and 
farmed it out notwithstanding they receive monthly wages from'' 
the Company agreed therefore that all such land be taken from 
them or any other black officer and farmed out for the Company 
and that the Putw^rrj's be accounted with for the time they have 
possest it, and lor the future deterring of all such or other officers 

S 
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from defrauding the Company agreed they are tamed oat of the 
Companj^ Service at a Coavenknt time and first to begin vdth 
them to tame out Saumdass [Syamdas] and the Scxitah Lutah 
puhvarry and the like to be done to any other black officers that 
may ha^Tj iti any manner defrauded the Company and for a due 
regulation of the black servants in the Town's the rent gatherer 
IS ordered to inspect narrowly that no Superfiuoas Person be 
kept a]Iso for encouragement of black rent gatherers tis ordered 
that each putwarrj* have his wages encreased to four rupees per 
month* 

Junt 1707*—Account of Ground in Btizzar and three towns 

as it ivas last measured 
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70. The Sethis Garden* 

Fx^a^i/r{fm Biago/ Pu^ic Cmiu/fa/urns. Fifri S^Umlrr 1 tg, 1707. 

Naftjsi I, fW. A 

Tn Consideration that Jonnudun Seat and Gopaul Seat Jaddoo 
Seat Bonriarsyseat and Jaykissen® wilt keep in repair the high way 
between the flbrt and land mark to the Nonvard* on the back Side 
of the Town we have thought fitt to abate them Eight ano^ in a 
Begah of their Guarden rent which is about 55 rupees in the 
whole less then wiis ordered in Consultation the 12th June last 
and they befng possessed of this Ground which they made into 
G Hardens before we had possession of the Towns and being the 
Companys Merchants and Inhabitants of the pkce* 

* Early rice, 

■ Rnibably reeij. 

* JauHnJdima Sc^, GopAlm Seitii, ■“V^du Seth* Virasad Se^b, and de- 

aceadanu ef Mukaodarliaa Seth, who Bcttled at Govindpur lo the ^teeoth ceotary. 
Sw my Engti^ m Batgai^ L* 135 and 

* The preaent Chfipiir Hood, which Ihe Company brdkw^ Jonarddana Seih, 
pionted wiih tTWL Compam extract jj, pom^mph 37, 

5—^ 
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71. Building the Hospital, 

Erirtta /rtwt Sen^n/ Fuiiu CcJtjWA»/wflJ. F&ft Wiliiam, Ottiiier 16, 1707. 

/i A 

Haveing abundance of our Soldiers and Seamen Yearly Sick 
and this year more particularly our Soldiers, and the Doctors 
representing to us, that for \\'ant of an Hospitall or Convenient 
Lodging for them is mostly the occasion of their Sickness, and 
Such a place will be highly necessary as well for the Garrison and 
Sloops as the Company a Charterparty Shipping to keep the men 
in health, 

Tis therefore agreed that a Convenient spot of ground near 
the ffort be pitcht upon to build an Hospital! on. and that the 
Casheirs pay out of the Companj's Cash for the said occasion, 
towards perfecting it, the Summe of two thousand Current Rupees 
and what more may be gathered in by Subscriptions from the 
Commanders of the Europe and Country Shipping and the 
Inhabitants which is to be fonvarded and gathered in by Hr. 
Abraham Addams who is to look after the building the same 
under the direction of the CouncLll, 

73. Account of Fortificatjons and Revenues in 1707. 

Exfrfid AAitrar/ of a Gtittml Lrttir frorn to tkt Courl. Fori 

Witliam^ 14s 1707* Forugro^phr CVw/ and Day Ahsito^is 

of Lriirrt mvn'M K. 77+ 

Two regular Bastious made to the River side can mount a 
Cannon on each but have not least should Alarm the Government 
have clear'd more room about the Oort design to Case the 2 inland 
Bastions to make them more regular and Strong then the fort will 
be. tenable against the Moors. « 

The Revenues are encmased 4000 rupees a year as per Consulfei- 
lion 12th June and are paid the nett Amount into Cash Copy of 
the last y^rs enclosed. 

Shall be carefull to collect the Revenues in the Countrey 
Method and not molest the inhabitants^ but taking Customs not 
fnHisible it will cause tcK> heavy Com plaints, the trade at Calcutta 
causes murmurings already among the Moors Officers. They 
cncreased their Souldicrs on the Kings death and entertained 
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Severall Countrey Gunm&n for the out guard to the tovrtis which 
are yet continued tiU see how the new Duan will Carrj' it hope 
the Company \vill approve what has been expended in regulating 
the fort &cS 


73. Suggestions for the Further Strengthening of 

Calcutta. 

fr^m GcfKnxi front C^rt *■ Aprii J* 

17afi. 36-50 ntid 55. Nn. i j. 

36. We hare discours'd with Mr* Winder^ touching our ffort 
William and the Three towns and upon his representation to 
us that the thing is feasible we are willing that yoa should among 
other things to be don for the further Strengthening of the Place 
make a large Ditch round Calcutta in such manner as you shall 
be advised is best* 

37. He proposes that a Strong Wall should be built at the End 
of De Calcutta tow'n between that and Chuttanuttee with one 
Gate to go in and out at which may have a redoubt or Small 
fibrtiheation near it to beat off any Enemj^ that should attempt to 
force their way through it and at the End of that Wall to the 
Land Side there should be cut a Ditch of rh or i& foot broad and 
12 foot or more deep which should run from thence round 
Calcutta town- but within the walk of trees planted by the 
Broker* that it should also come wnthin the Garden* and so run 
dow'n by the Burying Place®" and there fall into the River and that 

» This u Unubdiss JcTmthiua Winder^ ihe third son of John iidd Windw ol 
Lortoii, borti about 16G9. Hb came la India in tho seridM ol Iba EDgllsb EmI India 
Company, and ^os taken mto the United Company a service at the bee^nninenf 1704- 
On February 2 he was appoinied third in the Coundl uf ihc United Company ai Fort 
WiHlamK and phtced In oharge of the acco^ni^ On Septomber 24^ ^er much 
dkppte^ It w*Bi3 settled that Windisr should be ohalrman of ihe United Condcil for the 
English Company. In 1707 ho teltiniEpd on ihe Hab/jf lo England (O.C. No, 
19484,] Hera in lyng he purcEased for manorr lordship of Nowhernes, Aft^r 

Eloti« BtLshH. in Atdenhimi, Hirls His will U dated 1717. S« a paper hy Mr F A. 
Winder on the n^iniirfi pfL&rk>n En Vdl. XI%^ of th* TnwwhmJ Cn^hfrl^ aitd 
IFwlBvrfjftl AnliqiarfAn and Atfhno^i^rat Sxkiy^ aJso my im Vol. L 

■ The ditch TOUBhly follows tba line of the palisadies pni op In 174?’ 

■ The trees were planted along what U now the Chiipor Road- See ertract eyt, 

* The present Dalhonste Square. * The present St- John's Churchyard, 
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the Ground being low thereabouts such a Ditch would be the 
easier made and thereby the Mcighbofning ground and the Town 
would be kept dry and free from the soking of the Rains which as 
the ground now is lyes so long upon it That it is scarce well drj'^d 
before the nest raitis come and thereby the Place is the more 
unhealthy. 

38. That this Ditch wHl contain about 2000 yards in the whole 
length and that the Earth taken out of it would fill up the lower 
parts of the ground thereabouts that the Water should not ly and 
Stagnate there but might be made with a'Shoot or a little Slope 
So as to carry the nun into the Ditch as our Ground in London 
Streets from which the Water runs into the Kennell with ease 
and is so conveyed to the Common Sewer That proper Drains 
might be made to run under ground Archt and built with Brick 
like our Common Sewers to carry away the Water from the ffort 
and Town into the Ditch which would discharge itself from thence 
into the RJver^* 

39. That this Ditch should have one Drawbridge over it just 
opposite to the ffort® and the Drawbridge have a Redoubt made 
near it to defend it in case gf an Attack by an Enemy. 

40. And that it should have a Sluyee at the End of it where it 
emptys it self into the River so as to preserve the Water in it and 
keep it full ivhen necessary which he says may be so made that 
the Tide may be let into it every day to cleanse it and keep it 
sweet and runout again when necessary^ and that proper Works be 
made at the mouth of it where it vents it self into the River to pre¬ 
vent the River Water from Gullying and W'ashing away the Ground. 

41. That the Merchants and other Inhabitants are so sensible 
of the Security and benefitt of such a Ditch That they would be 
at half the charge of it and offer'd it to him before he*can^e away+^ 

42. He further proposes That there should be a Wharf or Key 
made before the ffort on the Bank of the River and that all the 
Boatt who bring goods out of the Country' on Dusticks and all 

* tt moil be rcmembeml iluii the jira bamk \% ibe highwl pail of Calcotta, and 
itiat the natural alupe of (be gtoood [1 froea the river eoaivardi- 

* Ferbaps at UJ Burt oppoii te ib^r east or tbe fort 

> In !iie modem draina^ of Calcatta an attempt baa been made 10 pse ibe 

tide to diub the wuen, but witboal wunb 30cceft& 

"Tive dlg^n^ of the Maridit ditch In 174Z illuttraiei tMi po-int- 
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Other Boats should be obliged to land there by which means there 
would be the less opportunity given of bringing in any Clandestinely 
and that whatever goods are taken landing in any other Place 
should be deem’d as goods run and uncustom’d and forfeited. 

43. His reason for building the Wall beforementiond is that 
the River running with a rapid Stream against Kadnagar point, 
if a Ditch should be made there from the Water Side it might 
weaken the Bank and in Process of time overflow the Place 
especially during the rains^ 

44. Having told you what he proposes we come now to ^ve 
you our Opinion and Direction and That is That we would not 
grudge any reasonable Charge to make our Territory there safe 
defensible and healthy and if you find that a Ditch will answer 
the Ends before propos'd we would have you set about it 
Mr. Winder says the ffrench have a \^xy skillfull Engineer m 
their Service that has been employ’d by you in Scverall businesses 
and that would be willing to earn mony for the ffrench have little 
business of their own to do if so and you do find him or any other 
Person able to perform such a business we give you leave to sett 
instantly about it or so soon as with convenience you can and get 
hands Sufficient to compleat it Speedily and though you may - 
pretend it is only for draining the ground and making the Plate 
mote bealthfull yet when it is doing take care it be so made as to 
render the Place defensible and as a proper ffortification to the 
Town whether the Sides of the Ditch shall be Wharfed with 
Wood or Brick to prevent their caving in we leave to your dis- 

»cretion as also how you will make drains to carry away the water 
into the Ditch from the ffort and Town. 

45. When you have gotten the Inhabitants to contribute as far 
as you can tovi.'ards the charge of it then tell them you will lay 
down the rest of the mony but expect they shall consent to some 
rale or duty which shall be cstablisht for that purpose as we doubt 
not but you know was don for building the Black town waU at 
Madrass, where the People paid the whole and what that duty 
shall be we feave to your discretion to reimburse our part of the 
cbaige which shall be Collected and when that is paid shall be 

' Tbt Mwilent »ho»™ ilial this ia the perint on lie w«l beak of d»vr ni wbieli 
it is »di« CMMMd by the Hatirnh bridge. I cannot fiail the name in any map. 
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after\snrds apply'd towards repairing the ^aid Ditch and worts 
aitd for no other purpose. 

46. As to the W'harf be foremen tionM we entirely approve 
thereof and would have you unless you see good reason to the 
Contrary set about it and if it should be found Encciiiiven:ien.t to 
the Inhabitants to have but one Wharf in so large a compass as 
from Chuttanutte [Sutanu^i] to Gobingpore [Govindpur] than you 
may Settle another where you judge best and confine all Persons 
who bring Goods by Water to land them at such Wharf and 
because it will be a charge to us to make the Wharfs establish 
the Duty to be paid for evcr>" Parcell landed there as is don in 
London for as we doubt not many of j'^ou know that we have here 
at our A^'ater side Severall Wharfs which are caJkd free Wharfe 
and no goods can be landed but at a free Wharf under a Penalty 
of forfeiture. 


47* The Wharfs especialJy that before the ffort Gate we would 
have made so strong as that it may Secure the Bank from being 
wten into by the River and also on occasion may have Cannon 
Planted on to defend your Selves or offend any Enemy that may 
attempt yon by Water, and to hav^e a good Key for laying goods 
on when landed or till they are Shipt off. 

4S- As to your ffort though the form of it is not regular the 
Curtains being too long yet since it is so we must be content 
and would not have it pull’d down to make it better But if you 
could make Additional! Works for its defence and among others 
to carry out the Points or Angles a little further so as to dank an 
Enemy that should come to attack you and also better to scour 
the Curtains if an Enemy should ly under them it would not be 
ami^ this we offer to your consideration to be propos'd to a good 
Eiyineer if you shall be so fortunate to get one into your Service 
and do as you judge best But whatever shall be so done let it be 
manag^ with care and frugality and not a pennj- bid out but 
what IS m your opinion really necessary for the Security of the 


satisfyd with your Subscribing for us One 
!™nt Chappell and since you 

ttort St. George for what is necessary for the Windows or else- 
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vvbere about it if you have not already or dont receive any by 
the^e Ships. 

50. We hear there are some English Mens Houses that stand in 
the way of the ffort Guns that they can/t come to bea^ on all parts 
of the Town ifaji Enemy should get into it we are loth to order 
them to be pulTd down unless hereafter there should be an 
inevitable necessity for it but however from thence we must give 
yoa a Caution for the future that 5^on suffer no Houses to be 
henceforward built that shall hinder the playing your Gnus upon 
as Enemy* 

55^ We are informed That in Sir Charles Eyres time when a 
Rebell Jemidars forces were pursued by the Nabobs forces and 
they came iuto the Neighbourhood of oiir Tow'ss Sir Charles did 
no more than sett up the English fflags at the utmost extents of 
our Libert}^ and forbid the Jemidars People coming within our 
Bounds by w*hich means the Nabobs Souldiers dispersed them yet 
this was esctraordinarly well taken by him and some favours granted 
the English We write this only to show you what was then don 
and from thence you take a bint to lay hold of an opportunity 
whenever the forelock offers it self. 

74 * Buildings in ijoS. 

£ 3 r/rtiffs fr&m Public 3^ ^ Attd 

4^ 170S. /.f f i//./, 

\fay 3.—\\^ee being in great w^ant of a Warehouse to Sort the 
Silk iHt as also for the Screw'es to stand in. 

Agreed that the Sorting ^Varehouse to the South be carried on 
to the point there being one W'aU already the Charge will be but 
small and it will be a Strengthening to the fort i heat ion« , ^ ^ 

6*^Captain Charles Pernn’s house and Compound 
and house moveables being disposed of at Outcrj' the BaJlance 
being 2822. 8. 5.^ Ordered that Mr. Addams pay the same to 
Samuel Blount and that He gives Securitj'^ that the money be forth 
coining when required* * ^ * 

October 4.—Mr. Abraham Addams wanting money to defra}^ the 
Charges Garrison and for finishing the Hospitallp 

Agreed that five thousand Rupees be advanc'd him for those 
Services* 
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73. The Saltpetre and Sorting Warehouses Rebuilt. 

Exlnu/ from Ahirmt q/ a Lt/fer /ri?m jBfg-wjfa/ /<! iAjt Ce*tirL T'jflrf 

IViJ/t'am, 6, J708* 21. C^Mst hmJ 

&f l^tlirs rtctivtd^ A'. 77. 

Have Strengthened the ffort but not ca^d the t inland Bastions 
being forced to rebuild the Salt Petre Warehouse and a brick 
Warehouse for Bales and Sorting Raw Silk and fising the Screws 
have thought best to have no thatcht or Matted houses in the fort 
for fear of hre, shall case the two inland Points. 


76- Instructions from the Court touching Fortifica¬ 
tions AND Buildings. 

Mxfra^d /ram GeMrm/ Lif/rr /ram fAt Canri/a Landarti Fraruarj 4^ 

1709. Pamgm/As 57’4o ^ifid 42, PaaA 13. 

37. We wrote you last year at large touching our ffortifications 
wherein we gave yon liberty to do what yon thought best as to the 
Ditch proposed to be round the Town we also gave j'ou our 
directions about the making \\liaris the Revenues and other 
matters relating thereunto and to the three Townes which will 
give you a full prospect of our Intentions in Generali for the 
Security and defence of the Place what ever Brick or Stone Works 
you make w"e are content and do order that you make them of 
Pucker^ Work that is with J^geree* and Chinam which we are 
assur d will last a long time though the charge at first be the 
greater yet in Consequence it will prove the cheapest and w'hatcvcr 
you do consider well of it at first before you set about it that so 
when it is com pleated it may not be to be pulled downe again on 
account of some inconveniency or other attending it Our great 
care and which lyes at out heart is That in regard the greatest 
part of our AnnuaU ELTportations are to the Bay our ffort there 

^ ripa, niEiture^ btintt iotulantlal, penztuient; cpnLfa&tisd with ksiAcM, raw. 

Sm i,v , CTtclia &nd pucka. 

^ Jaglfciy, ppsTse bmwn ^gar made from the sap of i^aiioui pJaut?. The word Ik 
J ii 30 t^r £ch^ of mgx fmin the Sanskrit Jdrktfml, which became Sn MEiIii.y 
and in rontL£iiese/rifirr.d and jngtt. 
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may be Sufficiently Strengthen'd and made tenable against any 
attempts of the Moors though they should haw any Europeans 
amon^ them to direct them in their Assaults and therefore we say 
take all opportunityes to make it so but without noise and as 
Secretly as you can and be sure colour over your reall intentions 
by alledging that such a building is to keep out the floods or for 
Additional! Warehouses to preserve goods from fire or to keep 
the Walls from filing or any other such reasons as the Case 
requires which may be true in fact tho' they are not the whole 
truth. 

38^ Be sure remember to drain the grounds and fill up the 
Tanks if it be true as we believe it is which is told us that the 
Standing Water thereabouts contributes to the unhealthy ness of 
the Place and Subjects People to Agues ffeavers and ffluxes and no 
wonder for it has the same effect in England in our low Marish 
grounds therefore do all you can to take away the Cause that the 
Effect may cease We are informed the greatest part of the 
Standing Water thereabouts is occasbu'd by the Peoples digging 
the Earth to make their Houses with and then the next rains the 
Holes are bird with Water w'hich there Stagnates and corrupts 
That the Natives rarely ust: any of that Water the River Supplys 
all their ^vants whether this be the whole of the Case or not we 
are not certain but this we say positively'do w'hateveryou think 
proper to make the Place healthy but with as little charge as 
may be. 

39^ We are told that when we or the Old Company in their 
time have earnestly recommended to their Head Servants abroad 
to take some New H^Iethods for the advancement of the Companys 
Affaires or pursue with Vigour former directions the heads of those 
Settlements where the orders have been sent to have been so much 
at ease in their fortunes or in love vdth a Supine quietness that 
they would say it will do well enough as it is in my time let them 
that come after undertake it and have the trouble of It and this 
has been an unhappy remora^ to the prosecution of former direc¬ 
tions and thereby to the flourishing Condition of the Companyes 
Affaires which would have been the natural! Consequence of 

^ Delay, tiLAdronce. Sc* iho StSMfsnl Ditihntrj &/A rtgUdsid tVerds tfei Phrsm by 
C. A. ai. FertneU, p. ft.v, CambHdg^, 
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executing those Orders we hint this to you that it may not he so 
at Sort William but that our Council especially our Chiefs maj'' be 
filled with a noble Ardour to out doe any of their Predecessors in 
advancing our Interest which will redound to their honour nor 
shall it want oiir notice and regard, 

40. You had don well to have sent us a Plan of the two Bastions 
you had made to the River Side by j'our next send the same 
together with a Plan of the whole ffortifications and Buildings at 
Calcutta and the other Townes that we might have under our 
Consideration their Scituation and what w’e think to be further 
done for their Security, 

4'2» The Entertaining the Gunmen lor the Security of the 
Tennants in our Townes on the first news of the Kings Death w'c 
approve because you write us it was necessary we are glad it had 
the proposd effect It is plain even to a demonstration to all that 
know any thing of the Moors tempers that a show of power is 
the best w-ay to keep the English in India free from the Natives 
Insults and will most effectually keep ofiF Piscashes the Conse¬ 
quence of most quarrells and that is one main aim we have in our 
so often recommending ^o you to Strengthen our ffortifications 
you may be sure the Moors have their Spies and if they find you 
alwayes on your guard and in a good posture of defence and your 
Carriage to them Civill and obliging they will be very unwilling 
to assault you and we doubt not that you will altvayes take care 
to give them no reasonable handle for quarTcIling with you and 
also let them sec you will neither give them any affronts nor sitt 
down tamely under any where it is in your power to do your 
Selves justice.* 


77 * Account of the Builoikcs rx 1708. 

Ffiruiiiy jS, tjay Pitragrapht 13-15. Cottst and 
Ahstraetj of LftUri fC. 77 - 


The making a Ditch about Calcutta will make the place more 
healthy the Government will suffer no more ffortifications, the 
k Engineer dead, shall get one when they can and go about 
the Ditch and contrive it to Strengthen the place the Inhabitants 
will pay but a small part towards it Mr. Winder should have put 
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them in a way to make the People pay half and have mentioned 
the other two Towns, 

Shall build a Convenient Wharf. 

Have built two New Bastions to the fFort shall line the other Two. 
73* Improvements and Buildinos in 1709, 

Ejrlra^is from Btngal PublU Fori WiUiam^ F^bru^iwy 3S t^nd 

Marxh 8, J709, 7, VoL L 

Vthruaty 28 .—The Company having given us Liberty and direc¬ 
tions to make dfeins and necessaries for the Fort and We having 
a Small Tank to the Eastward which in Some measure defends 
one Bastion and yields good \s'atcr, when in the month of March 
and Aprill the river Water is Brackish ^ which being necessary to 
be enlarged and deepened to keep the Water good and constantly 
in It, 

Agreed that Wee lengthen the Same what may be thought 
convenient and deepen what is made. So that the next Seasorr at 
least We may reap the benefitt* and The Bnxy b Ordered to pay 
the Charge and enter it under the head of dreins, also that He fill 
up with ^rth between the two Water side Bastions even with 
the earth of the said Bastions and throw rubbish ballast &c* to 
face itp which holds very well and answers the end. ^ , , 

March S.-—The Warehouse We pri^e goods in being vei^'^ much 
out of repair. The Timber Rotten and the Water in the rabes 
falling down and damages the goods and the outward Wall of both 
Godowns being Cutcha [kachcha], 

Agreed that We build that Pucka and repair the whole 

out of hand, that it may be fitt for Sorting goods the ensuing 
Season. 

79, Account of Buildings and FoRTincATroNs in 1709. 

Er/raclj fnr/n Abilracii if Two £fUm from iff ibi Cffurf. 

Fort jg, 170® {fiara^a^ and jaftmtrjf 3 t 

1709-10 {fara^rafA 10 ), and lia^ AAifrncfs if Lr/im r^mvdt 

A". 77 ^ 

December 19^ 1709,-17*^—Are now casing the two inland Bastions 
which will Strengthen the Fort and are about making a Wharf 
next the River. , 
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l8. The tJew house in the Fort finisht and the New Ware- 
house Screw house and place to Sort Silk are well done and will 
last Shall make a New gate way next the River to face the New 
house and then shall have done with building. 

tg. The great bank b3'' the Fort hnisht are filling up the 
Stinking holes which will make the Place healthy. 

}anmn {J. 1709-10.—10. The Government molesting them on 
account of Armenians and the Natives bringing Bales to Calcutta 
Some of which run the Customs intend to build a proper Ware¬ 
house with lodging rooms on it to put all Such goods tn where the 
Proprietors Servants may s%‘atch them and an Officer to take 
account of all Sbipt off and On what Ship which will Stop that 
Clamour making the Proprietors pay So much as in a year or tw'O 
will reimburse the charge. 


80. iKSTkUCTIONS FKO.M THE COURT OF DIRECTORS TOL'CfflNO 
tORTtFICATinNS, BUlLDINOS, AND REVENUES. 

Exitael/rtim Cttursi Utitrjrotn iht Court. Lontton^ January 9, 171 a 
Faragrapkf 64.70, Utter Booi m. ij. 

64. W e refer j'ou to the two last Years as well as former Letters 
for what wrote on this Head which had you wdj' attended to you 
would not we believe have wrote as in y« Paragraph of the 
Letter by the Todiagton That the Government will admitt no 
more Forti fiat ions/ Sure you can find no thing in our Letters 
that looks as if we would have you acquaint them we intended the 
Ditch or Buildings should be Additional ffortifications to the pbee 
on the contrary we wrote jnou to colour over our real] design of 
making the place tenable against any Attempts of the Moors by 
all edging that the Ditch was to drain the Townes &c* as you will 
find by reperusing those Utters, We have not so mean an opinion 
of your understandings as to doubt you cai/t give good and satis- 
lactory reasons for these things and yet conceal our main intention 
and since we are willing to be at any reasonable charge therein So 
as what is laid out be done with good Husbandry not so much for 
our present benefitt as for the sake of our Successors don't you 
hesitate upon it but do what isnecessaiy-to make the place Healthy 

* See ntmt 77 atovt. 
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and S«iire from any Insults of Natives whether Rebell Jersnidars 
or others arid then we shall have the greater inducement to lodge 
OUT Effects there for you to go to Markett with in the cheapest 
times of the year and get goods ready to freight our Shipping 
home with out Demorage. 

65. Our reason for mentioning only Chuttanutte* was because 
we understand the Prindpall Native Merchants as well as our own 
People lived there and we were unwilling to put you on too much 
work at one time but when that is once done well as already 
directed and we have the account of it what time and charge was 
Spent therein you shall have our directions about Covinpore and 
Soota Loota in the interim send us your opinion. 

66. The news of the ffreiicb Engineers death was never men¬ 
tioned before now and our Ships are gotten below Gravesend if 
we can meet with a good Engineer here we will send him if not 
do you Employ the best man you can gett we hope by your next 
10 hear you have made a good Progress in if not perfected Ditch 
the Wharf See* ordered, 

67. Send us as exactly as you can a Plan of the ffort wharf 
Ditch and Scituation of theother two Townes as well as that of CuU 
cutta as we lasLyear wrote you and be therein particular as to your 
opinion what is further wanting to answer our Intentions. 

68* You are in the right to have no thatched or matted houses 
within the Ifozt and as yon had occasion to build a Salt Petre 
Warehouse and another for Bales and Sortings which y« Natives 
must know are necessary and therefore can't take Umbrage at 
them So we hope you have made them so Substautiail and put 
them in such Places as may prove on occasion an Additionall 
Strength *to the Place we have in former Letters directed That 
Ti^^hatever building you make of Brick it be don of Pucker Work 
which though chargeable is cheapest on account of its duration* 
We can see no reason why the Inhabitants should not con¬ 
tribute largely to the making the Ditch and the charge consequent 
thereupon smee the thing is evidently for the health and cleanly- 
ness as well as Security of the Place and expect you do by the 

* TMa li a mistaJie lot CaJcuUa. The Court refer to ikeir teller of April 7, 1708, 
wbeiv they Oipokv ol niiJiing & wall and a dltcli rgcLiLd CaJEruita towel. S«e extract 
above. 
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nHifit persuasive Areuments prerail on them to %!ons«nt to a Duty 
to be settled and raised from the inhabitants for repaying in 
time our present Charge and when that is satisfy'd for keeping y^ 
same in rdpair which we hope j-oa will take care be Sufficient for 
the purpose. * 

70. Next to the Well mannagingour Investments nothing can be 
tziorc pleasing to us than the Cultivating and Improving our 
Revenues which we arc glad to find do by your care and trouble 
yearly enctease and that you promise to use 3'ourutmost endeavour 
to increase them more The Methods we leave to your management 
and joq can't want Examples from the Cetnitry Practice but 
whereas their Despotick Government gives no other reason but 
Will and PJensurc do you the thing bm in the gentlest manner 
necessary and with the best reasons you can urge for it to make 
them easy and prevent Applications to the Durbar. 


8t. Ikstrlctjons to Weltijen, 

Ijtttr /« Ctf/JWii Anthony mitdts. 

JoMuttrf \%-ij, iMirr/t»i JVa ti. 

15. This leads us naturally to think of our ffortifications and 
what we have order’d thereupon you will see in our former Letters 
our desire ,s to make (fort William tenable against the Attacks of 
the Moorsjf either by the Intrigues of any Europeans or the hopes 
of booty they should be tempted to assault us and hope to prevail 
by any Eurofn^ns being among them to direct their Assaidis and 
in articular we would have a good Platform to the Seaward and 
well cover'd against an Attack that if any Ships should come to 
tire upon you, you might soon make them repent their undertaking 
nor we ^ less carefull to secure our townes from being 

plunder d bj-a Sudden Incnreion or more open endeavour which 
wi ^courage the richer Nati;^^ to inhabit there but this as you 
^ observe m our said Utters must be managed tvith the utmost 
Secrecy and %vhat is done must be Colour’d over with one good 
r^n or another that my be a fair pretence and give no Umb^ 
to the Moore Jt our fortifications at fort George that made 
m!d yssiderable in the Eyes of the Natives and 

^ demands which in former times 

the Old Companyes Books show they extorted from them. 
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16. We WQuld^have yon on your arrivall in the Bay consider 
whether it be necessary for ns to make a Dock there to clean and 
refitt our Ships upon occasion when if it be what would be the 
charge and whether it can be made so near ffort Willftm as to be 
protected by it and what you think is a fttt duty to be paid by 
ever}’ Ship thiit makes use of it and also whether it be necessary 
for us to have another at Ballasore ot up higher for such of our 
Ships as can't come up so high as Calcutta Consider also whether 
it be not convenient to have a good Hulk at ffort William to 
Careen'by, 

17. The Affair of onr Townes and Revenues comes now properly 
to be thought of and touching these also wc have wrote at large 
in our Letters which we desire you will seriously and deliberately 
read over consider and put in execution according to the full 
extent of our aims therein that so may at length find them 
enough to reimburse our charge there we must not despise the 
day of small things but as we have begun by easy and gentle 
Methods which have every year made n progressive increase so 
we are sure by Experience of ffort St. George that time ond an 
hearty zealous and wise mannagement at ffort William will make 
the Revenues there reimburse our Annual! charge which is what 
would be well worth our Encouragemen t and we hope you will be 
frequently turning your thoughts how the same may be done by 
encreasing j-= Present when a fltt Season offers or creating New 
ones such as are least offensive and you cannot be long to seek if 
you viiil but inform your Self of the Methods of^Madrass of the 
Moors \n Bengali and of the Dutch at their Settlements and 
apply them as far as the Place will admitt and the Circumstances 
of time You have seen or heard w'hat the Dutch wisely do in aJJ 
Places where they get once footing and a ffbrtiffcation they' never 
give rest to their endeavours till they make the Place reimburse 
and maintain the charge. 

82, A Wharf before the Fort* 

fmm Fpri 17jo. 

f-M VM. If, 

We have duly Consider'd the Company’s Orders in relation to 
building a Wbarf before the Fortf and find *twiU be a great 
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Security to the Banks and a strengthning theretOj ’tis there¬ 
fore 

Agreed We Instantly Sett about it and make it with brick and 
raise a Breast Work to Plant Cannon there. 

83, Barracks built in the Hospital. 

Exiractjrom Bengal FuhlU CensnUaBonf. Fart William, Fehmary 13, 
l7oQ-ro. Bange L, VM. 11. 

There being a great many Europe Soldiers in the Garrison who 
if they lodge about the townc as Vsually will create sickness and 
other inconveniences to themselves and others therefore tis 

Agreed the Hospitall be walled round and that Earricks be 
made in it for the Soldiers to lodge in and that some of the 
Officers doe likeiivisc lodge there and see a good Decorum kept 
amongst them. 

84. The Court pay TiiiRTti' Guineas for Drj\ughts of 
' *Fort William. 

Extract from General Letter front the Court to Bengal, London^ July S, 1710. 
Paragraph LcttcrBeokito.il. 

Wee have paid to your late Gunner Roderick Price Thirty 
Guineas for Sevcrall Draughts of ffort William and the ffortifica- 
tions already made and what further propos’d to be made there 
which he says,he deliver d to Captain Weltden for our wee 
suppose you will have them laid before you but if it should be 
forgotten do you desire Mr. Weltden to deliver them unto you. 

85. CLEARtNG THE GROUND BEFORE THE FORT. 

Extractifrom Bengat PuM/e Concultationt. Fort William, Auguct 17 and 
Septemher 4, i-jio. Range L, Fol. U. 

Augiai 17.—The ffort being very much choaked up and close 
sett with Trees and small country thatched houses and standing 
pools of stinking water which having maturely considered wee are 
of opinion that clearing Them away and tilling the holes to levell 
the pound will contribute very much to The making the Town 
wholesome and healthful!. 


I7IO-II] 
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Therefore wee oitder the Buxey to open the way directly before 
the fifort continuing The present walk allready made further into 
The open feild filling up ^ The holes and cutting small Trenches 
on each side to carry The water clear from the adjacent places 
into The large Draine. 

September 4.—Mr. John Calvert Jemidar brought in an account 
charges of houses removed and pulled down to clear the new way 
now making amounting to log rupees 14 annas. 

Ordered The Buxey pay The same. 

86. A House and Garden Purcjiaseij. 

Exiraetfivm Beitgitl C(iwulAiffi>»s. Fori Wiitianit SepUrrthtr 15, 1710. 

Raitj^ /„ Vei. II. 

Mr, James Love’ lately deceased having had a Garden and 
small house which lyes very convenient for The Company's use, 
resolved wee purchase The same for The Company. 

57. Account Of the Fortieications in 1700. 

E.rirtK'ij from Aistracts of a Generetl Leitor from Bengal to the Court. Fort 
Wittiam, October j6, 1710 {paragraphs 40-4.3), and of President Weltdeds 
Letter^ December 30^ 17^0, and Febraory 13, 1710-11 {paragn^hs 16, 17, 
20), Coast anti Bay Abstracts of Letters recerved. A'. 77. 

October t6.—Shall go on with the Ditch and make it within the 
reach of the fort Gnnns which will compass ground enough to 
secure the luhabitants and Effects and make 3 passes over and 
contrive a Place to lay ships in who Stay there and make them 
pay for lying may contrive to keep water in it. Think it needless 
to enclose Govinpore and Sootaloota. The Wharf near com* 
pleated the 2 Ends will be pallisadoed, and a Gate to Shuct up a 
nights wth Centinells to Secure all goods on the Wharf—shall 
send a Plan of alL 

December 30, 1710, and February 13, 1710-1 r.—Shall make the 
fortifications defensible without alarming the Sfoors the wharf was 
raised ^ the length of the fort before he arrived are finishing the 
ends with a half Moon at each to command the River which is 
500 )*ards over with 20 Culverings, must carry a Strong bridge in 

* Lcne vm fosT idiuit umn a iiuEnibcr qf ccwticiJ and He db- 

pliu;ed on the Arrival of Preidciit Weliden^ He died on Septem W 1710. 
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the midle to be in 3 or 4 foot water at low water to work at all 
times shall make a Ditch 40 foot broad 12 deep to Secure the fort 
from InsuUs and to have 3 draw bridges the tide to flow in one 
end Palisadoed the other xath a gate and to make a dock at the 
open end for ships to ]y m the Ditch to compass ground enough 
to secure the People and Effects of that town wUl not ad^nse to do 
it for all the towns did the Place ly on the Sea as Madrass do*s 
would make it as Strong* 

To no Purpose to make a drj^ dock^ it will not quit the Cost 
Nor will it to ha%'e a hulk the Same reason holds for Ballasore 
River can^t receive a ship that draws above 12 foot* 

The thickness of the trees in Calcutta being injurious to the 
health of the Place shall thin them and keep them in rows and cut 
away all Bamboos which the People are pleased with have made a 
Walk 4 Mile long to the lake^ which will make the place healthy 
the ground level I'd and raised where necessary a ditcb on each 
side to receive the water a black SoultSer looks after every' 
30 Labourers so can't be cheated by them the work men do more 
in a day than used in two hope in 12 montlis more shall do what 
necessary if can make it health full will be very ddightfull the 
guards paLroUing a nights prevents the late violences* The Burgbrs 
are chain'd and forced to work for the Company since which have 
heard of no house being rob'd* will endeavour in all things the 
Company5 ad%^ntagfi. 

S 3 - IN 1711* 

£xtra 4 .-is fivm Bangui P$d/t^ CmjHi/afi&m* Fhri 22 

9, 1711- VffL iL 

March 22-—Some Godowns building by the Waterside which 
makes a Curtain from Point to Point begun by the late President 
Air- Ant^ Wehden 

It is now AGREED that the Buxie continue and finish that 
work* * * * 

9.—The Thatch house in the Honourable Com- 
panys Garden being very rotten lately blown down to the 
Ground 

Ori'Er'd that the Buxey do rebuild the same. 
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89. rNSTRUCriONS FROM THE COURT TOUCHING FORTIFlCA- 
TIONSj BUlLniN'OS, AND REVENUES. 

Ejr/fxKiffivpt Gciffr>il Lflterfrom tin Court to London, DiCemitr aS, 

1711. PitrAigTispks 75-Si [ fCL Letter Book 14, 

75. Wee have by the Loyall Blisses Packett received the 
Draught of the house at ffort William but no notice in the 
Generali Letter about it nor any account of its dimensions or 
figures of Reference to explain the Rooms or uses of it or give us 
any light therein and by the Khig It'iY/fiam in the Box of books 
the Draught or Platt of our Ground and the Grounds adjacent 
with Part of the Lake wherein there are proper References and 
Explanations. 

76. Wee should be gbd to hear the works you were about were 
compieated the Wharf flnisbt and the breast work to defend it or 
rather a half Moon which on occasion might Command the River 
which is not there v'ery^ broad and that a Strong bridge or causes 
way was made so as to work at all times of the Tide and whatever 
else is necessary for the defence usefulness and other profitable 
improvements of the Place as well for its healthfulness as advan¬ 
tage which now you have two Master Gunners may and wee hope 
will be more carefully and Speedily effected wherein you having 
had in former Letters out directions at large and a gencrail liberty 
to use your own discretions to Answer these our ends wee need 
add nothing further but to teU you do all with the least noise and 
urge plausible reasons for what you do if enquiry is made about it 
and in the Common talk among your selves be cautious of every 
thing that may give any Umbrage to the Natives who will soon 
know^ what you say. 

77. Consider w'hether it be not necessarj- to make some little 
redoubts or other Proper defences to Secure the Drawbridges you 
make over the Ditch tvhicb you axe making round the Tow^n for 
the preservation of it from any Sudden insults of the Natives, 

78. You will see in Copy of our Instructions to President 

Weltden w^hlch w'ee Sent you by the wee dt!sired him to 

consider whether a Dock ought to be made at or neat Calcutta to 
clean and fitt our Ships in he says it is needless because of the 
Slowness of Ship work done there and that the Captains can 
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Careen their Ships on the other Side the River and,make a Dock 
for Two htindred and fifty Rupees in which they may ly all the 
Season But yet wee find in your Consultation of the 23rd June 
Mr- Blunt had a Piece of ground granted him paj^ng ground Rent 
between Mr. Russells Warehouse and Dr. Warrens house to make 
a Dry Dock for the benefit! of Shipping how to reconcile these 
two is not wee think very easy If a good Dry Dock could be made 
and at such a Cost as wee might in a reEisonable time be reim¬ 
bursed wee should think it for our Service to have one Because 
thereby our Europe Ships might have all their defects throughly 
examined and repair'd a great deal of Money lost to them and us 
in the Dammage of our return'd goods ^a^-ed Their bottoms being 
clean and they might make their Voyages in less time which 
especially in time of Peace would be very advaritagious to the 
Owner This wee dont determine any thing in but leave to your 
Consideration to send os your thoughts upon it with the reasons 
for your opinion and ff it shall be for such a Dock then what will 
be the Cost and what wee ought to have per Ton for the use of it 
for a Spring and you shall have our fin all orders Remember wee 
can easily oblige our own Ships to make use of it as you will sec 
in our Charterpartj's is don w^hen the Company projected to 
have one at Bombay which the Warrs there and other troubles 
prevented, 

75. Wee obser%^e you propose a place in your intended Ditch to 
lay Ships in the time they must stay there for which you say they 
may afford to pay Two or Three Hundred Rupees each in Con¬ 
sideration of the Anchors and Cables they may save and wee add 
for the avoiding other hazards to which the Rapidity of that River 
always Subjects them especially in the freshes, 

80. Wee are glad to hear that late mischievous evill of Burglary 
and other Robbciy’s has an end put to it by the making all the 
felons you catch work in a Chain at our ffortifications and the 
Guards patrolling in the Night but sure such a Piece of Good 
Nevi"s might have been permitted a Place in Your Generali Letter,^ 

81. It has been wrote us that ffort William lying in the Belly of 
the Countrey the Natives if in open hostility might Starve you out 
but wee know not how to think it since by lying on the Edge of 

* S« S7 Tlifi infprmatloii li In WeUdaa'a tetter- 
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the River you^have that alwaj^ open the Natives have no Maritime 
Strength and Provisions might be brought by Sea but to prevent 
this wee would have you aJu'ays well stored with Rice Pro¬ 
visions for your own occasions as weU as what is nAJinually required 
for ffort St. George and which you must send them as often as you 
can and as much as they wTite for But at the same time be vety* 
careful! that the Salt Provisions you provide be Good of their kind 
and vrell taken care of for wee hear some lately sent thither proved 
bad and was the greatest part of it forced to be thrown avmy of 
which you will hear more from Madrass* 

110. Wee find in your Consultation You allow Mr. Cookfe the 
Gunner Fifty Rupees per Month but not one w'ord of it in your 
Letters which should not have been omitted there. 

90. Fort William ts Strong enough, akd will be 
MADE Stronger. 

/rsm ASsfrMi it/ a Zf/Ur fr&m F&tl Wiiiifim fke 

Ji^nuiuy 7p 1711-13. ^md A 0/Ltt/ers A". 77. 

58. Fort William is Strong enough against any attempts of the 
Natives^ shall etubrace opportnnitys to make it Stronger. 

59- Have fiH’d up the Tanks and made the Ground about the 
Fort levellp shall fill up the dirty places to make the place more 
healthy which it is much more thaji lately. 

60. Will be too chargeable to make a Ditch and bridges round 
the Town the Inhabitants are chiefly poor the Merchants that 
come to them don't live always with them. 

61. The Ditches %vill fall in in the Rains as that by the Burying 
Place did unless cased ^^ith Brick which will be an immense 
charge. 

9 L Buildings in lyta. 

from Btngul FuMk CmmBmi&tay WitUi^m^ AprH 381 

May 2 and 22^ tind 0 (taber j, 1712. Rfmgi A, fW. IL 

April 2S.—The Honourable Company having Sent out a Bell 
for the use of the Church, 

Agreed that the Bujcie do build a Convenient handsome Place 
to hang it in over the Church Porch* ... - . 


8« OLD FORT WILUAM IN BENGAL lizia 

May —Tbe middle of the Banksal] Yard hanpgtbatcht houses 
for Godowns for Na\'all Stores &c* which is very Inconvenient and 
dangerous oft Account of fire, 

AcREitD we pul] them down and buiJd a Godown with Brick 
and Pucca for the Same. . . ■ 

May ae.—The Steward wanting a Place to keep the Provisions 
for the Generali Table in, having no Conveniency And the Factory 
not being a Proper Place, 

Agreed we look out for a Peiceof ground a small distance from 
the Fort and that it be Enclosed with a Brick Wall. , , . 

Ocioher 3.—^There being in this Town a verj'large new Pucker 
brick built house vnth Warehouse Stc* Necessarys Offices and a 
large Garden Cost Rupees iz,ooo And Mr, James Williamson and 
Captain Hornett the Attorneys of Mr. March the Owner of Said 
House Offering it to sale for 6,000 Madrass Siccaes 

Agreed that we Purchase it, being in great want of a Place to 
Entertain any of the Government when here. 

92. Accoukt of the Fortifications, Builuings, and 
Revenues in Bengal in 1713. 

EstriKtfrom Abitmtts of Lttttrt/row Bengal to thi Ctmrt of Dirtctori} 
December to, tjia. Factory Records Misc., 7a. Paragraphs 68-74. 

68. Works about Ffort William are in great forwardness but 
not perfectly completed—the wharfe hnished brest work on it not 
made—the strong bridge and crane at the end of it to work at all 
times of the tide near don. Within the walls remaine to be don—a 
little work on one of the Curtains to make a broad walk quite 
round the walls and a range of Lodgings to be rebuilt from the 
West to East Curtains which are now decayed and ready to fall 

and a small part of the Curtain next the River built with mud 
which will be don with lime—then all will be complcat. 

69. Reason for not building a ditch round the town. 

70. Mr. Blunt’s design to build a dry dock laid aside—why— 
not worth the Company's while to make. 

’ 1 roniui ibest abttractq anuui^ > iieria et papen In ihe Iiatla OSic«, «r 1 iich ■were 
then koowD as 'Cwmpeiidiawe Papm.- jn tht abstract of the - Hay Geneial, 
Sth February, 1712.13. ncelved pw Ann.’ we have, '34. ;Uap of ibe ron, etc., sent ’ 
Compare tlie exlr&cta wbich IqJIqw. 
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71* if had made a ditch it would have past through a large tank 
which proposed to lay the ships in sectire. 

72. what don to prevent Burglarys and other Robberys which 
%vill not deter all the faulty to work in Chains. 

73. on Shaw Allirm's [^mh ^Alam^s] death laid in 25,000 maund 
of Rice & oth^ grain to prevent scarcity thro" war it is now 
cheaper than half which occation'd a Loss therein Shall lay in 
stores sufficient for Fort William and St. George—last salt pro¬ 
visions sent thither proved good* 

74. refer to Jemidar^s account to prove the Encrease of Re¬ 
venues—will take care to do it more but must do in the present 
method which is what the jemidars round them do or will 
hinder rice and provisions coming to their markets—no English 
import rice for sale there—but for exportation & most brought 
down the River—so misinform*d. About the in^uality of 
seer on a Rupee's worth of Rice considering difference of 
price. 


93, The Same, 

Ex/nii/s from Abtlrucf cf a G^n^nrl L^fUr /fvm Far/ Wt 7 /i\wt At /Af Caurt^ 
iflj lji2i tmti j rJw/8^ 1713 - rwrrf Bay Ah/racts 

of L^Utrs K, 77. 

68. Dcztmhct 10,1713. — The works about Fort William are in 
great forwardness the wharf finisht but the brest works designed 
on it not yet made^ a Strong bridge and Crane at the end of it to 
work at all times of the tide is near compleaKed, the remaining 
work within the walls is a little woik on one Curtain to make a 
walk round the Walls and a range of lodgings within the Fort 
which are so Decay'd as ready to fall which with repairing 
part of the Curtain near the River to be built with limei will near 
compleat the chargeable work. 

69* Reason why can"t make a Ditch round their Town lest the 
rapid river in the wet Season Should wash all away* 

34. February 7 and 8j 1712-13* — Map of the Fort and the 
Conveniencys in it now Sent Drawn by CapLain Harnett the 
Chief Gunner* 
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94, iNSTRDCrrONS FROM TJIE COURT TOUCHING FORTlFtCA- 

Buildings, and Revenues* 

A'lfriJ+y /rpw LifUr /rm Cwr/ ^ Landi^fi^ 3* 

171 > 74 rtfld/ 75, JSeifJk Al?. 14* 

74p We hear you make a verj" pompous Show to the Water side 
by high Turrets and Lofty Buildings which have the appearance 
but not the bencBt of a Fortification This if so is contmry to our 
Aim and Oitlers If you review^ all of them 3^00 will find our design 
was to obtain a Building that should be strong eno* to answer 
all the ends of a Fortification without the appearance and ^vhen 
j"Ou ever did any thing to make it stronger you should colour it 
over Avith some specious pretence of the necessity of Warehouses 
or other Buildings If to the Water side it was to make the Wharf 
strong eno" against the Rapidity of the Stream The ditch to drain 
3^our Town of all the standing water But instead of this We hear 
V'ou mount your Guns on the Points publickly w'hich ought not to 
done for fear one time or other an avaritious Du an or other 
Governour that has a mind to squee^ us make this a handle and 
obtain the Emperours order to pull it down and then only for the 
sake of a Bribe to reverse it some of you must haA^e heard how 
jealous the Moors are of any thing that looks like a strong house 
or Fortification and that they pulled down the Old Companj's 
House at EngHshavad on that pretence for these reasons tho^ 
We Will keep our Fort 3'et We would have nothing appear to shew 
it is one and the less it Is called by that name the better but all 
look plain and snug and as if only a good Factory or Compound 
built well that it may last the longer We should think if you made 
the sides of the Ditch^ with a sufficient slope it would hinder 
them from calving in in the rains which their being almost upright 
makes them more lyable to but if it avtII not sufficiently answer 
\Ve don't think it proper at this time to be at the great charge 
you mention of facing them with Brick rather take the best care 
you can to repair the places which fall in and if you did but turf 
them or plant some small Bushes or other Vegetables whose toots 
W'ou d hold the earth together We should think it Avou'd contribute 
to the preserving the banks and sides of the Ditch but of this 
consider and do Avhat you think best to answer out main intention 
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to *T<alA the place tenable against any sudden Insults of Rebels or 
mutinous Partys for We don’t propose it as^ a Fortress to with¬ 
stand a Royal Army, Your care to make the place more healthy 
by draining the Ground We commend If you dont think it ad« 
viseable to cany a Ditch round the Towns and make Bridges Wc 
acquiesce especially if the inhabitants are too poor to contribute 
largely towards the charge and must wait till a more fortunate 
conjuncture happens as We did for the Wall of the Black Towm 
at Madrass which came at last when the People were afraid of a 
Seige and consequently of being plunder’d. 

75. We find in your Consultations of the 22nd March that the 
Warehouses building by the Water side were order’d to be finisht 
but not one word in your General Letter in answer to our 64th 
Paragraph by the AurengzeU of making Armenians Moors and 
Gentues who used the Warehouse to house the goods they lodg’d 
in it pay for the charge of it such a Duty as wou'd in a year or 
two reimburse the first cost this We ought to resent and expect it 
to be so no more but that you wall think if We are at the Pains of 
vvriting our Orders you shou’d take care to let us know how far 
they are comply'd with, 

95. Account of the Buildings in 1713. 

Mxtrafi from Abstract if a Lttttr fmrt IVillutm to ikt Gmrt, 

Dtambtr 3, 1713, Ci<iSi omi Bay Abstraitt of Ltiiert rKth<id, N. 77. 

113. Have finisht all design’d to Strengthen or adorn ffort 
William except the Piece of the Curtain built with Mud, must 
rebuild the row of lodgings within the Fort and take up the 
Terrace and new timber most of the Store rooms in the Flag Staff 
}'ard. 

U4. The Report of the high Turrets lofty buildings &c* mis¬ 
represented have only one room on the Fort Wall next the 
Waterside with a Gallery to the Consultation, where can See all 
business don on the w'harf thereabouts they keep their Guns 
mounted on the Points as always have done it is not safe to dis¬ 
mount them, the Moors pulling down the English house near 
Maulda and the Tombs there and at Hughly was in the War 
time. 
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115* French and Dutch Factorys at Hughly look as like fortifi¬ 
cations as Fort W'iiliam yet the Moors don't Molest them Whereas 
Fort WilHafn is above 20 Miles lower. 

ri6. Can't make the ditch round the Tovm safdy. 

96. Hire of a Warehouse. 

Bengal Public 34,1713. PW^ IL 

There being a greater quantity of Salt Petre come down from 
Pattna than w^e have Godown room for and a Godown being 
offered for 20 rupees per Month. 

Agreed that we hire it, 

97. Instructions from the Court touching FoKTtKiCA- 
TrONs, Buildings, and Revenues. 

frvm C^ffcritl Ixtt^ Iht C&urt /a JSt 

1714* Partij^afkt 77-79 

77- The several Particulars last year wrote under this head will 
for so far shorten this We shoud be glad to hear the works and 
necessary's inention'din your fiSth Paragraph were compleat^ but 
must not omit taking notice That you say a Range of Lodgings 
must be Rebuilt because ready to fall down when that Range was 
first erected you have not informed Us however We wou"d make 
this Remark upon it-^Whatever is built let it be of Pucker work 
and very" substantial and can't find fault with the brick Godown 
you ordePd to be built the sd. May instead of the thatcht 
Godowms for the Naval Stores ^V^e suppose you will alvvays under~ 
stand that We mean wfhether We express it or no that all buildings 
must be done with the best husbandry* nothing more charged than 
what really laid out* all materials bought at best hand the Work¬ 
men kept to their labour during the stated time and that what¬ 
ever is done be so contriv'd as to add to the strength and defence 
of the Place tho you need not let the Natives or even our own 
People know this is our design or if they see it is for that purpose 
tell them we intend it only for Self-preservation for it may be 
sometimes necessary that the Natives shouM have an apprehension 
of Our Power and strength that they may not be tempted to insult 
or attack Us especiallyr during such times as have been of late 
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while the Couritrey has been unsettled and it remain'd doubtful 
who should acquire the Sovereignt}' of it- 

78. We did by the Kint receive the Draught or Map of Fort 
William with the Paper of References. 

79. If you had look'd back so far as our Letter of the 7th April 
1708 where the first mention wiis of making a Ditch round Cal¬ 
cutta * you might have obser^^'dthe objection you make Paragraph 
6g was ansi.vcr'd because We did not intend the Ditch shou'd be 
made to come into the River above Calcutta as foreseeing the 
rapidity of the River in the time of fresh^ would eat away the 
Ground the stream beating so strongly against Radnagur Point 
and therefore a Wall and Land defence was to be preserv'd and 
made there and at the other end below where it was propos'd the 
Winter shouM vent into the River it was also proposed to make 
Sluices to keep the water in and other defences to hinder the 
gullying awaj^of the bank where it empty'd it self that that Ditch 
was to drain away the Water from the Town and to prevent the 
swampiness of the lower grounds which contributed to the sickly- 
ness of the place because it was scarce ever quite dr>' and that 
the whole was on Mr, Winder^s opinion w ho knew the Place and 
believ'd it wou'd be a good security and also very useful as Is more 
largely exprest in that Letter but if you find that either the Ditch 
so directed is too chargeable or is not worth the cost in point of 
defence and that you have no occasion to drain off the ipvater from 
or about the Town or for any other reasons it is better to forbear 
making it We shall say no more of this at present as we shaU 
not concerning the Diy Dock for the reasons mentioned in the 
next Paragraph given after receiving our Letter by the 

112, On considering yourqoth and 41st Paragraph about the Goods 
stole out of the Import Warehouse We are strangely surpris'd at 
the account how was it po^ssible for such bulky goeds as three and 
twenty Looking Glasses fourteen Firearms and the several Peices 
of Silks Druggets and Perpetuano's to be convey'd away undLs- 
cover'd tho' the Gold and Silver Plate might be conceal'd You 
ought to have enquir'd who the Centinels were and handled them 
as they deserv'd for at best It was unaccountable carelessness or 
as we rather suspect they were Accomplices By comparing both 

* See extract 73* 
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Paragraphs it seems plain to Us the \Vindow Shutters were not 
fasten'd and if so we say the Warehousekeeper ought and must 
make Us satisfaction and We expect you take care he do so for W'e 
are not to suffer for his carelessness it being his Duty to take care 
for the needful security of all under his charge If the Window 
Shutters were broken open and that would appear plainly then 
We shall not insist on his making satisfaction however learn to bo 
so %vise by this misfortune as to take care the Windows of all 
other the Warehouses be cross barr’d and good locks put to the 
inside of the Shutters and all of them shut up and lock'd every 
night that the Military be kept under a strict discipline and not 
suffer'd to sleep in the night as your ^ist Paragraph mentions We 
must further obser^'e that the account of what stoUeu is not at all 
well done you montion indeed what goods you have recover'd and 
the value of y* Silver and the Thieves houses and neoessarys sold 
but nothing of the value of what lost which you ought all to he 
animadverted upon for not doing You cou'd not pretend want of 
time for you write the Robbery was in November and the Account 
is not sent till February after, 

98. Protective Works at Perrin's Garden, 

Extraei/r^tn BtttffU Fuhik C^tvlfatioru. Jum lo^ 1714, Rangt /, VeL IL 

The River having Broke in the Bank near Perrins Garden 
which endangers the Loss of great part of the Town, to prevent 
which 

Ordered That a Drain be made of Brick, at the Breach and 
a Bridge over it that the Passage may be open near the River 
side the Charge whereof the Buxie is to keep a Particular 
Account of, 

99. Purchase of Two Brick Warehouses. 

Exiraetfrom Fi*Mic QtH^ (a, 1714, Rmgt /,, Po/, //. 

Having for some time past had thoughts of building Ware¬ 
houses for the Sloops Stores, that Ihcy may be kept apart, and 
not mixt ^vitb other Stores or happen to be Lost, or twice 
Charged, and two Brick Warehouses new and Substantial! with 
a convenient Compound between them Walled all round lying in 
the most convenient place possible for that purpose the Price 
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^,364 rupees which we can buy them for bemg considerably Less 
then we can pos^stbly build Such for. 

Agreed we buy them for Account the Honourable Company 
and that they be appropriated to be Store Rooms, and a work 
Yard for the Companys Sloops and Vessels. 

lOD, Account of the Buildings in 1714* 

Evtra^tj Jrom Adi/rae/s cf Ofn^rni LilUrs Jr&m Fart WUHmn ia Ci^urL 
Dfittnb^r n, 171^, and JiufUiiry f9p 1715. Cnmi ^md Ba/ AAilmin af 
LetUrt rtcerutd^ K, 77. 

169- Dttanhtr ie, 1714.“Have not rebuilt the range of 
Lodgings mention’d in the Letter loth December xjraj but must 
^ Soon the Walls being ready to fall by the Rats eating in and the 
timbers being rotten Could not do it before at best hand all the 
other works in that Paragraph are don except the part of the 
Curtain which will yet last. 

170, Reason against making a Ditch round the towms as Mr* 
Winder proposed, don't now want it for a drain for the ground 
about them is dry in a few hours after the heaviest rain the long 
walk made to the Lake gives free passage for the Air so that now 
the place is as healthy as any in India, 

171, Charge of digging the Ditch would he a rupee for rij Solid 
Covids of earth taken out, 

172, The Soil of Bengali being two or three foot clay then Sand 
and soon clay and sand can^t make a Ditch to last unless faced 
\vitb brick and cemented writh good Mortar for turfing or planting 
“—trees will not do and it would cost 200,000 rupees. 

22, Januajy jg, 1714-15,—Shall w'harf the Dock nest the Store 
rooms to prevent the river washing aw^y the bank- 

101. Instructions from the Court about Buildi-vcs, 
Revenues, and a Hospital* 

Extract from Gtncrtti Ltitcr Jr&m Ihr Cnurt to Land^n^ Januiwy 12, 

r?!5* Ptmi^pks 78, 79. and I07. fxmr Beak No , 1 j, 

78. Your iiSth Paragraph tells us the Warehouse mention'd 
in our 75th Paragraph is not begun this doth not a little surprise 

- Thia is iba Ust Tear of the ndniinislratjDii oJ Jolm RushU. Or December 3* 
1714.. ftoben Hedges assumed charge of the GovemtiiRax ist CiiIcnUa, and retained 
it till hb death* ilmmber aS, 
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US did not former Letters tell Us >’ou were building sucli a Ware¬ 
house that you the then Council proposed it and that Armenians 
Moors and Gentues would house their goods there and in a little 
time the Warehouse Rent would pay the charge of Building 
We quoted the Order of your Consultation where that Warehouse 
for so it appears was order'd to be finished and told you our mind 
upon it And now to say it is not so much as begun doth not this 
plainly prove to us what we have heard possitively asserted that bur 
late President has more than once given as a reason w hen ask’t why 
he wrote us some things that were not so and which he said he 
never intended That he must put such things into the Letters to 
Amuse Us But if this unfaithful humour prevail’d in him what can 
such of the then and now Council who Sign’d such Letters say 
for themselves for so doing We mention it here to prevent any 
more repetitions Since it is not begun and you now say such a 
Warehouse will not in two or five years defray the first cost 
building, being so chargeable with you don't begin it But at the 
same time wou'd have you well consider and send your opinion 
with impartiality and honesty to us on the following Queries Vi^‘ 
Whether the Countrey Merchants do not trade to Suratt Persia 
or other places yearly from Bengali whether they do not send 
their Goeds on Europe or European's Shipping, whether such 
Goods are not providing by them all the year long to be ready 
against the time of Shipping, whether if such Goods were lodg’d 
at Calcutta and they could be sure they w*ere safe there and to be 
come at whenever they would, the \\’arehouse Rent at Calcutta 
being at as cheap a Rate as it costs them at Hughley would not 
in a few years and in how many pay for the charge of building 
substantial and fit Warehouses for that use whether such Goods 
so boused at Calcutta could not with more ease and expedition 
be shift off thence on freight than from Hughley, whether the 
Merchants would not if fairly dealt with and Calcutta was made 
a free Port to them on this^ occasion choose rather to let their 
Goods lie at Calcutta than Hughley where they are always liable 
to the Moors oppression, whether on these occasions Yon could 
not be always sure of letting out yearly one of our Ships on freight 
to them and not be pul to the necessity of sending your Broker 
to Hughley to hunt for Freight Goods and be liable to his humour 
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(if It be his and not o«r own Peoples) \^■bethe^ our Ship shall have 
or what freight That Freight etio' may be got the Somers 
before mention’d Is a fiagratit instance and whether (since We 
are at the Charge of all the Settlement and give our own Servants 
opportunitys of getting Estates honestly if they will) It is not 
convenient We should come into some of the profit mth them in 
reight Voyages, Consider also wherever something is doing 
^mething is coming, for our Towns would increase in useful 
handycrafts and ilerchants which would be one way or other 
benehcial to Cs. 

79 - We can’t add to our earnest and frequent desires to you to 
improii'e otir Towns and their Income. 

107. We are glad to find the care taken for the Sick SouJdiers 
as the same is enter'd in your Consultation of the 20th August for 
regidating the Hospital which do you at fit times enquire about to 
see If It be continued and whenever you find any failure rectify it 
and remernber the saving the life of but one man is worth the 
pains of his greatest Superiour, Ut none of their Officers abuse 
them by muicting them for any little faults or otherwise stopping 
their pay or making them pay extravagantly for what they have 
in the intervals between Pay days but take care every SouMier 
receives his own pay and is always well dealt with and then you 
may expect their chearfiU obedience. 


102. The Long Row in the Fokt to be Rebuilt, 
Extract frpm Bcg^tl Public Coiuullatiunr, Mora 7. 1715. Bangc /, ///. 

The long Rowe of Lodgings that reaches from the river side- 
wiwd to the East Curtain being ready to fall down and having 
Had the consideration of rebuilding itt several! times before us of 
which We gave our Honourable Masters an Account in our 

generaJl Letters the two past yeares and Bricks being ready 
prepared. 

Order’d That the Buxie doe immediately go about itt and that 
the dock by the Storehouses and Workyaid for the Vessells be 
staked and Turfed which will secure itt one year and cost but 
Imle money The reason of our deffeiring to whaife that as itt will 
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be necessaty to doe another time "becaiise itt will be difficult to 
look after Buildings in two places att the same time.^ 

103. Observations on Captain Harnett's Appointment 
AS Supervisor of the Sloops^ Stores* on the New 
Warehouses, and on the Revenues. 

Exfrm/j /mm Gt^rai /fc- Cffvrf 1 

17i6t Ftrr & gr^ifiki 56 wrf 77. i $- 

26. In your Consultation of the 20th of starch We find you 
have appointed Captain Haraett Supervisor of the Sloops Stores 
and ordered the Pylots Masters and Boatswains of the Sloops to 
be al^^ys accountable to him and he to you for the Stores then on 
board and what should be afteiWTtrds deliver'd and in that of the 
12th October it appears you bought two New and Substantial 
Brick \VaTehouses with a Compound cheaper than you could build 
them and as your 240th Paragraph says they are veryconveniently 
situated near the River Side by which means you propose a con¬ 
siderable advantage to Us by keeping the SlcRjps" Stores thereinto 
prevent their being lost or doubly charged and also a Work Yard 
for the said Sloops that you will thereby save more than their cost 
every year in Stores and reparations of the Sloops we shuJl never 
complain of any Instances of Charge that will* promote good 
Husbandry, prevent further loss and turn Us to such good Account 
what now remains is to see Captain Harnet doth his part and 
faithfully executes his trust and that the said Warehouses and 
Work Yard do answer your Expectation. 

77. Your Paragraph 182 declares the hopes you have That if yoti 
obtain a Phirmaund for a Grant of the Ground you expect as 

^ The enlnw in the Cli»r^ ahcnv that these mTd4n were carried lato 

effect. In the Cknml f&r April, 1715, ihm aie tLe eaitic^: ^ Chargics iciow 

building ibe fOwe, 1,0700 3; CtiirgM Dock, gr 4 n'; and in the Cliiirg« GeoeraJ 
for JnJ^p 1715 : ' Charges atfw Ilmidlag the lonfif tow, 737 10 o; Do, Dock, a 4 
Again, in 5 «p(«iiiber, 1713: * Ctiorgufi rebuilding ibir Itrag Howfr, 713 11 la tlie 
Chari!^ (j^uMSraJ lor Fftbrwy, 1716, Bud tbfl Iblln^Dg: * Repairing the Long 
Rerw, 13 3 3: Do. the Docion Lodgfling, ^jS i 9^ Rebuilding the Dflctcin Shop. 
tt| t 9; Dock WharAng. 4^ 11 rilling up the nasty holw, 789/ in the: Chai^ 

GencjoJ! lof ihc niQlltb ot March, 1716. we find ihc h^lowtng lleois; ' RepairEng the 
l^ng rowe. 7 5 ^^ Docioia Lodgelug* j 3 ; Rebdlding the I>Dcrlott Shop. 
113 i g; War&ng the Dock* 1,067 9 ^' 
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conhUDed in Mii SiirtiiE.n s Instructions tha.t our Keveuues will 
ri^ in a few years sufficient to bear all our Charges in Bengali 
this is acceptable News wc mention it here for your own as well 
as our remembrance. 

104 . Account of Fortjfications, Buildings, and Revenues 
IN Bengal in 1716. 

Sjrtrarfs /fvm j46stni£rfj it/ LeUm /r^m /& /Ai Ci^ttrl 0/ 

13,1716^ ah^ i7p 1716. R€ti?rdtf Afuc. 7#r* 

LitUr per * Arabella/ i^th Odoh^, 1716 * 

41* Shall soon agree on a duty on all Rice brought into the 
Company's towns. 

42. What the Revenues for the ^ last Years* they eucrease the 
annuall amount of said 3 years to 30th April 171:6, decrease the 
last being ^ less than the first of those years-of factory Charges* 

44, Long row of Lodgings hnisht and commodious now best. 
45* dock adjoyning to the Storerooms W^harft—must camr the 
wharf further—why—it W'ill hold 2 ships of 400 tons^—will lay a 
duty thereon* 

46- accoutit of leveling the Ground near the Fort^—the benefit^— 
what charge of 2 tanks whose earth fill'd the pits—& of stairs 
to them* 

47* Account what Sort of ground they found in digging the 
Tanks and of trees therein found 30 foot deep—and of the 
measuring wherein found their mistake of which wrote per 
Han&v€r, 

48. A Stinking ditch by j\fr. Marche’s house must be fill'd up— 
then shall have no more work of this kind to do. 

49 - Proposal to lengthen the Fort 50 feet the \vay where the 
wiodoft’s were in the Curtain of the South Side of the fort—what 
benefitt-query Committee. 


Letter 27 November, jji6, per * King George.' 

22. VVarehouse by the dock very convenient for Stores &c* 
why ... 

85. All houses bought or sold by Europeans registered & no 
lease granted for Jl years, each pays yearly ground rent and brick 
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houses a years groand rent wh-en bought or sold and Lease receiv d. 
about Mr* Brownes house and who owners. 

If the right to houses ends with the Lease who will build new 
Dues of value. 


JOJ. iKSTKUCTIDNS FROM THE COURT TOUCHING FORTIFICA¬ 
TIONS, BUILDINGSp AND REVENUES. 

Kvinui frVM G£»4nra/ Lpifi-r /ram CeHrf fa L&nd&nyJtM^UitFy i S^ 

1717 . P^Mm^rnph | 3 ^ JUffiT Bo&k Na. i 6 l 

53. We have not Kiuch to say on any of these heads It is a 
pleasure to Us to hear you have so little occasion or prospect of 
more buildings or Repairs and next to that That what hath been 
done is substantial and of Pucka work and cheaper than any 
Private man could have done it We see by this the benefit of 
having faithful Persons to direct and inspect them Remember to 
keep as you promise all disbursements of that kind each under its 
proper head Suffer no Buildings within the Fort but what are of 
Brick and well secured from Fire for fear of Accidents of which 
We find a terrible Account in your Copy Book of Letters receiv'd 
where in Mr. Ange*^ Letter from Cassimbu^ar dated 19th March 
he writes That the Fire at Muxodavad had consumed all the houses 
within three Miles round except Brick work Be sure don't use any 
of the Oalie^ Timber which by your account is subject to rot take 
care to get the most durable tho' you stay sometimes awhile to 
procure it. 


106. Additions to the Fort. 

Ea iructi /ram 0/ /r&m ia tka Caurt e/ D/mdarSf 

I7f7p rfrn'vfd J/Arr, 7 ^^^* 

6, Have begun a breastwork on the Platform before the Fort 
on pretence of defence against Ships under Maltese Commissions. 

73- ere all their Timbers Salty and Corea which comes from 
Hallasore or Teak which got sometimes of the Dutch ^ the new 
built and repairs are, should have no great Expence in repairing 
for many years, the oaley timbers must serve as long as they will, 

^ Lftip mly, from the Dalch 
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hope will never use more of it because it rots soon and breeds 
white ants, therefore haw yearly good timbers from Ballasore for 
store# used to make Gun Carriages of oaly Timbers but it was ill 
husbandry# they became uselesSj will now of Salty which will last 
many years and old Iron work shall be used up again- 

74* Reason why desire the lengthening the Curtain by adding 
a Compound of 50 foot wide to make room in the warehouse will 
send an Estimate of the Cost when Survey'd it* 

75. Will build two small rooms on ye arches by the Eastern 
Gate for the military officers on duty to ly in, mil not cost much. 

76, Will encrease the Revenues with safety and without oppres¬ 
sion, must purchase the Towns granted by the Mogul when not 
too dear. 

107* The Riverside Huts to ke pull'd down. 

Mfrrgii/ PuWii: 34 + 1717 + Eiin^ /, IF* 

The small thatcht Hutts standing on the Rivers edge before the 
town being observed not to preserve but prejudice the Banks* 

Order’d That they all he pulled down and be removed before 
the rains sett in and that It be the Jemendars care to see all as 
far up as Pranns [Parangs] House a little short of Captain Seatons 
Compound formerly called the ffacquiers (fiaqlr) Ground pulled 
down and removed. 

io 3 . Purchase of the Octagon^ near SctAnutL 

/rein Srif^a/ Pnlr/ic Nffzvmirr 14 * 1717 ^ 

The Octogon built on a point of Land near Chuttanuttee from 
which the River bends towards Hugly and this Place by which 
Scituation it overlooks the River up and dowu a great way, for 
which reasons the Collector of Hugly Customes has severall Times 
attempted to get it into his hands in Order to fix a Choukey There 
which would greatly incommode all the Affaires both Publick 
and Private at this Place Therefore to prevent it falling at 
any Time into his hands as It had lik once to have done 
That We buy it for the Honourable Companys Use the Price 
agreed on being four hundred Madras Rupees Which is much 
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less then the Octogon (which is Strong and wel] built) cost the 
building of besides with the Ground belonging to it Is nearly worth 
that money.* 

tog . Instructions from the Court touching Fortifica* 
TiONSi Buildings and Revenues, 

/ram Gm^rai l^/Iir frvm tki^ C&uri Bmg^. fjond^^ Jtinuitry S, 
1718 , PoFugraphi It find Lciirr Moak NQr 

52. We expect to he^t^ what Duty is laid on Shipping for the 
use of the Dock adjoyning to the Storeroorns which you say will 
receive tw’o Ships of each 400 Tons and doubt not but you will 
settle ye same in. the manner you think most for our Interest 
doubtless this will be a considerable Advantage in expediting 
their V'oyages when thej' shall have so good an opportunity 
to clean and tallow immedfately before they take in their 
Lading 

53. In answer to your 49th Paragraph of the 13th September 
cant the Windows be so secured by setting substantial Iron Bars 
so close and Bars again [ajeross them that it shall be Impossible 
for any body to break or get through them or to hand out any 
Goods tho^ on the inside of the Warehouses and then the supposi¬ 
tion of the Warehouses being spoiled by bricking up the Windows 
ceases But if the making such a Compound and Virandas for 
depositing and securing the Merchants Goods will be so great a 
convenience that then no other would be wanting in the Fort or 
Factoiy and can be made substantial and not stand Us in above 
Tw^o Thousand Rupees We permit you to make it If not send Us 
an Estimate what it will cost and expect our further Orders tho" 
We should think since this Building Proposed viiU be of so great 
bencht to the Merchants who bring in their Goods by securing 
them from the pilfering of your own Souldiers and Serv^ants which 
they bear the loss of they ought to contribute tow'ards the Charge 
be it more or less and especially to make up the Surplus of the 
aforesaid Summe» 

^ Thm 0<^[>Q TTii 3uW]uuiEly s^ld fer the same sum. Rupees 4 «i. 
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110. Godowns to kr built upon the Stables. 

Exlrtur/PuMt^ 6^ j? [8. 

A ly- 

There being a Corvvenient Place lA^ntiiig wherein the Honour¬ 
able Companys Tents may t>e lodged dry to prevent their Hotting 
by the Damps they are liable to in the Ground Chamber where 
they have hitherto been kept for want of the Air's having a Free 
Passage thro' it and no other Room can be spar'd in the Factory 
- Every one being Inhabited by the Honourable Companys Servants 
who live two and Three together^ 

Agreed Therefore that Convenient Godowns be built upon 
the Companys Stables for that Purpose and to keep the House 
Furniture from Damaging. 

in* Account of the Foktifications, Buildings and 
Revenues in t^tSJ 

Ex/rarf fr&m Ahiiract cf a G^ntra! Lfffrr /r^m Iff fAc Gwr/. Fi9r/ 

1718 . Cmsf and Ahirti^fs ^ 

A\ 7 t. 

Sj. Could they obtain the Possession of the 38 towns these 
would in a few years raise Revenues Sufficient to bear all the 
Charges and the necessary encrease of the Militaiy' to defend them 
against the Moors if Attempting to take them away w^ho don't 
care for bghting, but as must purchase them of the several 
Owners and Jaffor Caun will hinder it all he caup therefore 
intend to buy them up at timesp could they get but a few nearest 
the 3 Towns it would be a great addition to the Revenucs^—hope 
to effect it- 

86. The Dock adjoining to the Store room [nention'd in Para¬ 
graph 52 has cost Rupees 7tS^4 * 2 the casing with a brick wall* 
would have floord and hnisht it with gates &c* to Dock ships, but 
on a survey of Carpenters &c* find it will cost above Rupees ^Opooo 
and never bring In half the Interest and the Timbers would rot in 
3 or 4 Years and the Repairs cost more than It will earn. 

Sj. Mr. Hedges^ proposed flooring it with brick and ^1 or tar but 

■ TEc Erat of the admiptslxatScrfi of SsLcnuel Feaio, who assume offico 
Janujar)' 11, 171S. 

’ Robert tlodgcs, the Uio Governor, who diHl Dtceraber sSp 1717* 
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that will not hold the ground being so loose^ therefore shall not 
expend more on n till have further orders. 

88. It is Continually filling up with Mud by the freshes, however 
15th July order d small VesseUs to pay .jo Rupees per Spring for 
the use of it and others in proportion and to clean & stop it at 
their own expence. 

89* The Enlarging the Fort and building Virandas mention"^d 
Faragraph 5 d cost to be don well ten times the 2 ocn 3 Rupees 
proposed so that hav'ing sufficient room for the Companys and 
Merchants Goods don't think fitt to lay out Money in BuildingSj 
the \\'^arehouse Windows are well secured,^ 

9J, May 6th order'd a Convenient place to bo built over the 
Stables for Horse & Pailankeen furniture & Xents &c* which 

damage in damp floors thb will give more room for other 
services. 

94. The River at Cassimbuzar having eaten the Ground 
to the hazard of the Factor>' have made while Mr. ffeake [^vas] 
there a strong Boo fo^t long Secured by a Strong brick wall 
and 2 handsom pair of Stairs gaining 60 foot on the River ail cosr 
about 3000 Rupees of which the Company only [paid] 250 the 
Merchants the rest. 

95. Several of the Merchants have been perswaded to wharf 
before their own hou^, hope by degrees to prevail on the rest to 
prevent the Rivers gainingon the town. 

104. Faults in the Muster rolls are amended the Hospital 
regulated not half dy as used, Souldters that dreaded goiug thither 
now desire U when out of order.* 


> TliH i* in Hi»Ex u. H fif ,he Lciier frtm the Court of tmi wy S 

1718 . Stse istnict 109 . ^ 

* I icddd two oih=r atetTKl, of lh» Irtier. but iboy Irs iM to a wb- 

yol. I .c*p^n Heory J Guow of 

lb.* F^, ami ma*i«r of rti^nd^ thii ILfc the jath pf November, ihai 

^ of 

*p«l Sbip.^ the» 

irf the emplnyw oEtmn^ hb mttvWh took it into Codsidi^tiQii, and 
ihp Dminbcir II«^ he iJiDpId .mxecti in ttuL PkKt being » 6U a man W we 

™ * * T t^tisvipor will be luch a, your Hononrt 

puy approvt of <jur ^ 
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112. INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE COURT TOUCHING FORTIFICA¬ 
TIONS, Hlildixcs and Revenues, 

ExtrfWt fi^m Central Letter /ram the Cmrl te Beng^, tendert, /matay 9, 

i7jgL 56^61. 

56. We observe the rea^oiis you give for building the Breast¬ 
work on your Platform and why you took that opportunity of 
doing it and approve thereof, 

57. Since it appears so plain in the Letter before Us that the Oaley 
Timbers rot so soon and are subject to breed white Ants We hope 
yon will use no more of them on any account for you say Teak is 
sometimes to be procured and Salty and Corea is to be had at 
Ballasore both durable and will bear all Weathers and therefore 
fittest for Gun Carriages tS:c* use:s We are assured very good Teak 
and in great quantitys grovv^ at and near to Divy, if so you may 
have Supplys from thence when once We are settled^ be that as it 
will have no more to do ^vtth the Oaley Timber which creates 
much more Charge than the bare buying of New comes to. This 
We take notice of here for your Observatton and our own Remem¬ 
brance for it is plain to Us by the wording [of] that Paragraph 
That the using that Timber is censured as a great fault and casts 
a Reflection on those w'ho suffer'd it to be bought and used tho^ it 
is cautiously exprest- 

58. You will find in last year's Letter Paragraph 55, that we did 
give leave for building the Compound you wrote about-and now 
again renew your request to have it done in Paragraph 74, but we 
have no Account of the estimate of it^s cost which you designed to 
send if you had leisure^ surely you might have had that leisure in 
the former part of the year and a little time would have done it 
whenever set about. 

59* We perceive you think there is a Necessity to build a New- 
Banksall and a few Apartments at Hugley in that case We 
acquiesce^ take care all be done with frugality and made sub¬ 
stantial Remember and comply vvith your promise that if the 
Buildings at Balasore costs abow Five hundred Rupees the 
Surplus shall be raised by Subscription of others w'ho will have 
a benefit thereby^ 

60. We take notice of the assurances you give that you do 
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endeavour the Encreaee of our Revenues by all possible means 
without oppressing the People We rely on your care to continue 
it you will find in last years Letters what we wrote you on this 
head which may ser%-e for an answer to some part of your jGth 
Paragraph now before Us wherein We gave you also our reasons. 

6i. it is a great satisfaction to Us to read that exact Justice is 
administer'd to ail under you and that it shall be continued We 
know no better way to People your Towns nor any better proof 
of it than the encrease of useful Inhabitants who to be sure will 
resort where they rriay best be secured from oppression or secret 
or open Squeezings and treated with humanity^ The more such 
Inhabitants there are tbe more will our Revenues encrease besides 
other benefits to the Place. 

113. Repath of the Main Guahd Gate. 

Exifrui/fivm Bfjtga/ Afoy 14, 1719, 

FffL IV. 

The main Guard Gate being very much out of repair^ the 
Arches crak'd through and the beams and rafters all rotten and 
decayed that its in danger of Falling in. 

Agreed we repaire it mth the best of Timbers and 

Order'd That the Buxey take particular care to See the Arches 
well tum“d with the best materials. 

11+. Account of Buildings in 1719. 

0/ G Cefi^ai LxtUr fr^m /A-? Caurf. Fsri 

IVii/uim, 39 , 17191 Fam^afiks 106 ^ 107 ^ 114 . CikiS/ 

tmd Bay 7S. 

106. I n answer to Paragraph 57 Teak and saltee Timbers are 
most durable and in effect much cheaper than these sorts they 
now prmde. The Beams and rafters are cover'd the Main guard 
built w'ith Oaley Timbers but 19 Years v^;^re so rotten forced to 
pnll It down as per Consultation 14th May, It is now firmly 
repair'd with large Saltee Beams and rafters and if weU lookt 
after may last 60 or 70 Years and can mount Guns upon it must 
be kept clean and Oyled, 

T07- In answer to Paragraph 58 touching the iniargements of 
the ffort advised last year the great sum me it would cost to make 
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it strong and shall do nothing therein without further Orders 
besides it will spoil the form of it. 

In answer to Paragraph 63 h^ve found the Charges 
Collection Anno 1717 to be increased by making a Gunge [gaii;] or 
Market at Govindpore and filling up some swamps at the huiying 
ground, but that expence ought not to have been Charg'd under 
Collection. 

114* Calcutta Bu^ar Revenues encreasing and other Towns 
Bujzars being less occasion'd by accidents and Peoples removing 
from one Town to another do take the best care possible in all, 
Govindpore is so swampy that it is not all inhabited, Calcutta 
Trade is brisker,^ 

J15. Instructions from tiik Court roucHtNG Fortifica- 
TTOKSp Buildings, and Revenues in 1720 and 1721. 

/r^m G^fifra/ /rffm /At /i? FtArt^ary 

1730 59-64),^^!/ Afiii/ 26, lyzt 39-42)* Zj/ter 

17. 

5g* We observe the making the Dock as it should be according 
to the Report given hy tho^ who surveyed it will as you say be 
verj" expensive and need a continued repair because the Timber 
will d(5cay and be eat up of the Worms in three or four years and 
never bring in half the Inter^t of the Money, yon concluded very 
justly to do nothing further about it but to make the best of it as 
it now is, as W'e have already taken notice of under the head of 
Shipping both these Effects of your care and good husbandfor 
Us are pleasing. 

bo. Since the Charge of Building the proposed Compound and 
Vimndas will cost so great a Sum of Money and that you have 
sufficient Room in the Fort for ours and the Merchants Goods 
your Conclusion was well grounded to lay aside the thoughts of 
burying our Money in Bricks and Mortar and We ought injustice 

^ l hsive fErand ivfit dthcr nUmwits pf leUer In &m of themn AtMtrsucl of 
Lcttoifft from lilt Bay, 171^, recatmi i/aa, ll saya; ' Tcwmts » pPW CiUil gwt in the 
Jemindan Acooiinb qrider 3 Monthi from will endeai'our to sot it a uontli 

namr btii cmki procnise. . . . Dosre ihe Company'! curtlcrt about the Elfphiin^ 
mnit Dot sdl him. Haw nbow Sonldiers, will reduce them when peace, hot 
*0 black fellowB In a Company^ do enrvloe tn bent of ann and do aeiw for 
iaterpue lera.' 
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to you to iLcknowIcdge That Wo have by many years observation 
found you have jn the Article of Deadstock for buildings been 
always in laying out our Mon^, how it came about that 

Mr. Hedges \vas so overseen in making the Dock without 
considering as you now advise the great charge it %vou1d stand in, 
the small income it w*ould produce or the constant repairs it would 
require We cant but wonder at for both that and the making the 
new' Virandas and Compound were proposed to Us in his time 
and the Prospect of Benebt to Os by both which occa^oned our 
then Concessions We believe they were thought to be ad van ■ 
tagious as We now do that you found it necessary to build ye 
Room you mention for keeping the House and Pallankeen 
Furniture, Tents &c* better than in the low'er Rooms where the 
damp Ground would soon damage and spoil them. We shall never 
find fault with such necessary Disbursincnts for they are in event 
Instances of Frugality. 

6j, For the like reason We would not pass over Mr, Peaks good 
Conduct in building the Wharf at Cassimbuzar to prevent the 
River's encroaching further on the ground and washing away the 
Factory' and that by making convenient Stairs for the Gentuea to 
wash themselves he prevailed on the Merchants to contribute 
near the whole Charge of it the Company's part being only Two 
hundred and fifty Rupees though the whole stood in near Three 
thousand. 

62. We must say the same as to that other good piece of 
mannagement in prevailing 00 the Merchants*to'wharf before their 
own Houses at Calcutta and the Rxamplc thereby gi ven to induce 
as you hope you shall all others to do the same along the Shore to 
prevent the Rivers eating away any part of the Town This is a 
good instance of foresight and We shall be glad to'bear it is fully 
effected for the rapidness of the River is very great and if as 
you mention when you WTOte about the Dock the ground is so 
loose the Danger is by so much the greater It is much easier and 
cheaper to prevent than stop a Water Breach. 

63. We come now to take Notice of that which We must 
always have a due regard to Viz* The Articles of our Revenue We 
need not repeat the Reasons We have often mention'd them The 
assurances you give Us That you will and still do continue to 
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enlarge out Revenues all you possibly can without oppression and 
faithfully promise your utmost Endeavours as well to augment 
them as diminish the Expences excepting that of the Military' 
w'hich you would not lessen are so many acceptable Instances of 
y^ur care and Zeal for our Service We can desire no more but to 
see tb^e promising Blossoms ripening into fruit We would not 
have them enlarged by oppressing any the poorest Person and 
allow the rea^n you give for continuing your Military' that it is the 
best Argumerit you can use for supporting our Pnviledges and the 
Trade to be very^ substantial the Experience at Cassimbu^ar and 
for bringing dow n your Goods are pregnant Instances of it among 
many' others. 

64* Notwithstanding the Doubts We had whether it wou’d be 
our Interest to have the Thirty-eight Tow'ns if granted or whether 
they might not engage Us in quarrels with the Moors if hereafter 
they should be resolved to take them away when they^ found tlietn 
to flourish of which We wrote you to have your opinion We find 
by Paragraph S5 you say^' they would be of great advantage to Us 
to have them This we have discoursed Mr. Frankland upon and 
of the necessary'' Charge of Souldiers to protect them from or keep 
off Insults and having well weigh'd the expected profit on one side 
and the trouble that one time or other may be occasioned thereby 
on the other We think it best for Us to have only so many of 
them (when you can purchase them) as lye contiguous to our 
Three Towns above and below them and those on the other side 
of the River within about the same extent of Ground as the Towns 
w'hen purchased reach on your side and We are inclin'd to have 
only such of them as lye on or within about two Miles of the Bank 
of the River because if there should ever be a necessity of 
defending them from the Inroads of some neighbouring Petty 
Goveruour our Souldiers may not be harrast by long Marches to 
defend our Bounds We suppose too that when jafier Caun 
[Ja'far fjliKn] or any other Governor finds you desire only part of 
what yroii might insist on he or they may be the easier to give 
their Consent and not pick future quarrels for as otir Business is 
Trade It is not political for Us to be encumber'd with much 
Territory', Mr. Fmnkland assures Us the ground on the other side 
of yon would be of great Service to Us for repairing our Ships 
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because the River is not rapid there and as We have said about 
the Dock That We should find benefit if We could have a good 
one We might also add that if ever We should be forced to the 
necessity of it Our Settlement there would enable Us to command 
the River But this is not to be so much as publkkly hinted at lest 
it alarm the Government* 

39* We observe you are sensible of the difference as to substan¬ 
tialness and lasting between the Oaly and Saltee and Teat Timbers 
that what you have made use of hath been of the durable sort and 
none of the Oajy which will soon decay Let it be your care to 
have the timbers well look! after since as you ^vrite if they are so 
and kept clean'd and oyVd they will last Seventy years whereas 
the others were all rotten in less than Tw^entj'^j need not add 
to %vhat [We] have so often inculcated That all Buildings and 
Repairs when necessao' be made substantial the first Cost is the 
least. 

40* We have before Us the Lists in the Packets and what 
referred to in Consultation of our Revenues of the Account of 
Arrack imported for the years 1717P iS and 19^ of Grain exported 
for the same titnet The two Accounts of Consulage {the Consulta¬ 
tion of the ist June says of the first it was paid in at several limes 
but We find no Entry in Consultation what or when any was pald^. 
this must be hereafter mended) The Account of the Ri^ and Fall 
of the Revenues for three years past^ The Account of Tonnage 
and Pass Money &c*. That of the Dutys arising from the Pay¬ 
ments to Ballasore Banksau! and the Jamindar's Monthly Accounts 
how (and to what Sum) the same arise We depend on your 
assurances that you w^ill continue your utmost Endeavours for thetr 
further encreasing without oppressing the Inhabitants but there is 
one fault to be found in most of them Viz^ No body certifys they 
have been examin d and found to be rightt this must be amended. 

41. If you cant get in the Jemtndar‘s accounts under two Months 
after the end of The Months Account We must submit^ however 
try to bring It a month nearer as you promise, but don't let it be 
again standing out Three Months as sometimes hath been the 
case* 

42, If the Swampyness of Govindpore which you say occasions 
part of that Towns being uninhabited and you find it worth the 
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while to be at the charge of dtaming it or Blling tip the holes We 
. permit your doing it as well on account of rendriog it more healthy 
as the benefit will anse to Us by its being peopled^ you are on 
the place and can best judge and determine on either side of the 
Question. 

ii6. Expenses of tije New Road. 

Ex/r(j£t/iy/M Pud/ie Consu/AtZ/^nt, J/jy [ , 1731, 

Vffi,/V. 

167, Mr, John Eyre Jecmeeridar now brought in an account of 
the Charge of making a new Road and Bridges from the Factory 
towards Govinpoor; and of what Sums were colJected from the 
Merchants &c^ toward the defraying that Charge. 

117. REPOf«,T or Prqgri::ss in 1720 and 1721. 

ExiraiU fr&m /r&m C&arZ. 

1720 109^ 1 lo^ 114,119), nmZ/rmuafy 

17^1-22 {fiftrajp'itfiA B4), C^ojZ aMii May AliZroir/j jp/ /MUrs 

109* D€€embzr 28, 1720^—Glad the Company approve their 
Conduct about the Dock resolving in all things to do for the 
Companys Service therefore did not go on with the Virandas and 
Conipoundponly building rooms far horse and Pallankeen furniture 
Tents &c* no advantage can accrue by wbat Mr. Hedges proposed 
thereby but to make the ffort more spacious. 

no* The Merchants continue Wharfing as the season v^ull 
allow this will preserve the Lands against the rapids of the 
Stream. 

124, In answer to Paragraph 64 about the 3S towns the Inter¬ 
regnum hinderM proceeding therein, in Vain to give a Nabob 
money till know whether he be setled^ for else must pay it again 
to a New One. 

I ig. The reason for making the new roads was to drain Govind- 
pore to bring Inhabitants thither this in time will tnerease the 
Revenues by these roads can sec into the Neighbouring Jamidars 
Countrey who attack'd them two years since and March better to 
Support the Out gtiards if insulted by him but he is very humble 
since, the Place is now made healthyer by the Winds free Passage 
to the town the inhabitants at the charge of all. 
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84. Janmry$tt 1721-22.—For last 4 months the Reveoaes have 
been encreasing again since finishing the new Road and draining 
the Grounds the Inhabitants encreasing so that Wast ground is 
now inhabited will drain Gevindpore if worth while because it 
will bring Inhabitants and make Calcutta healthyer.^ 

llS. GUNXEKS’ GODOWN to be RltPAtREJ) AND THE CHURCH 
Tor TO BE New Covered. 

from Bfngal FuHie Conmltatienf. Fsrt William, Friday, 
Frtrtinry 1721 . Rait^ /., Vol, V, 

The Gunners Godown in the Banksall Yard not having been 
repaired for many years, and We having survey’d it find the 
Beams are much decay’d, so that it must be new covered, 

Ordered therefore that the Buxey uncover it, and put in 
substantial new Beams, and give it a thorough repair. . , . 

The Beams which support the JRocf of the Church being very 
rotten sc that the Top is in danger of falling in. 

Ordered That the Buxey cover it with the best Timbers 
procurable. 

119, INSTKUCTIOSS FROM THE COURT TOUCHING FORTIFICA¬ 
TIONS AND Buildings in 1722. 

Extmett from Ltlten from the Court to Bengal. London, Februttiy 16, 172s. 

Paragraphs 67 and 76, Letter Book No, iS. 

67, On the two first Branches of this head* We have little to 
say at pr^nt, but to remark, by what appears to Us, there hath 
been nothing paid (for We find nothing charged as receiv’d) for 
the use of the Dock in the Account of Tonnage and Licences 
tho' in the Uke Account for the year 1719, We find Two hundred 
and forty Rupees receiv'd as We have mention’d under the head 
of Shipping. 

76, The reasons given for making the new Roads on the South- 
South* West and East to West Sides of yourTowns and the benefit 

* I haii'v fouiul two oihcr abstneu of tBH lettni', In oo« of ibem, Abstract of 
Letl«n from tbo Bay in 171], m«ived is 1733, ft lays; * Tbe Koai 2 on tb« Soutb 
tidji l 1» Town Eniiht oAor Kint witb Uio Govom Eoent.' 

■ ' Filihly. tapdiing oar FwtiicuinDi Bultding* wd Bnvenuoa.' 
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expected and arising thereby, as well to see through your Bounds 
into the Countrey of the Neighbouring Jamindors who attack! 
you sometime before, as to facilitate the March of your Soaldiers 
when necessaiy to support your utmost Outguards and prevent 
private Robberys in the night from Rogues abroad and that thereby 
the Wind hathe a freer Passage into the Town and likely' to con¬ 
tribute to its healthiness cany their own commendations with 
them and We must add We look on it as a Piece of Good manage¬ 
ment In you to lay hold of a fitting opportunity to perswade your 
Inhabitants to agree to your making them and they bear the 
Charge. 


t2o. Church Top kot to be unxovered. 

Exinut from Bengal Pmbik CentuttaHms, Fort WitHem, Miniifay, A/nl 9,* 
17 S 3 . Bange /, fW. V. 

The Carpenter having survey’d the Timbers in the Church, 
and acquainting us that they prove better than *twas suspected 
they were, and that he believes they may last a year or two 
longer 

Agreed That the Buxey deferr taking them out .till we have an 
opportunity of getting better Timbers than are procurable at 
this time. 

121. Development of Govindpur.* 

Exlfae/s from Abttrtici of Otntrai Letitr from Bengttl to fke Court. Fort 
January 18,1^33. Paragrophi 86, S?, and gi. Coatt and Bay 
Aittme/t of Letters reeeh'ed, A', 7S. 

S6. Consultation of the sih March shows what done to drain 
the Low ground between Calcutta and Govungpere by making a 
high road across it, ground now Tenantable the people begin to 
build and enclose about it. 

89. Ground rent falling from Rupees 1^476,4,9 Anno 1721 to 
Rupees 13020.4.11 in 1722 was occasion'd by the CowTies falling 
from 5 to 6 Pun [/aa®] in a Rupee, Customary to take them of 

I Samuel Faalw’t ndminUtiatian eodt ben:. He mur™! 10 EngtaaiJ oa ihe 
which brought this letter, Jobs Ucabe bjiving ibecnded him in the 

Oovnmniwt OD janaaiy r^, ^^3- 
^ A La 3 d COwrici. 
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the Xennftiit? at 4® Puiij for a Sices RupeCf Ground rent for 
Tennants settled 1722 will come in next j-ears account, being 
collected in October have 4 months allow’d rent free because they 
raise the Ground At to live on. 

91, Forced to new roof the Gunners Storerooms in the Bank- 
saJl yard the beams were so rotten, for the same reason must new 
roof the Church before the Rains.* 

132 . GoDOWNS to DE REPAIRED. 

ErirfKt ffom Btngal PubUe Cemvitatioiu. Fort Wiliiamt Ffhntaty ij, 
173^ Range Vol> V. 

A/e«d<y, .Feirwao' The Godowns near the Gunroom the 

Timbers thereof being very rotten and ready to Ml in, 

Ordered the Buxey uncover and give 'em a thorough repair. 


133 . The Court's Comments on Buildings and 
Expenditure 

Ertracti from LeUtrt from (ffe Court to Bengat. tomton, fmuitry 39, 1734, 
Paragrt^hs 10 and 41. Litter Book 19. 

to. Make the most you can of President Hedges's dock, it cost 
a great deal the Building, and We should think with right 
mannagement, might be made to turn to some account towards 
reimbursing Our Charge. 

41. On tbe Two first Branches under this Head,* We have 
little to say as finding by your Letters and Consultations, no 
Building Work done, only the New Covering of the Gunners 
Store Rooms, and yet in the General Account enter’d in Con¬ 
sultation of the Profit and Loss Articles wrote off in the Books, 
We find carry*d to that Account a Summ of Rupees Four 
Thousand three hundred and eighty seven, eleven* shillings and 
nine pence* for Charges KeparatioiiB, Pray help Us to understand 
it by explaining how it arises, (TheTeak timber bought in November 

■ 1 hara fQuod uvoUtET Bbatrut cf ihb Iciiet iq ibB Ab*tncti of Letters from 
Bctigid » iraa.McsIved 17*3. 

1 ■ pihh]7, iMiching oar Fordfimiam Buildioj^ ejid Rn'cngn,' 

* A mistake of tbfi oopylil tor tifven orniu and niae pics. 
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following could not be part of it) for at present It is not intelli¬ 
gible to Us, unless you reckon into it the draining of Govindpore 
which should be an Article apart, nor can We well apprehend 
the meaning of another article of Rupees nine Thousand four 
hundred and seventeen 7.6 for Salt petre, Surely It could not be 
for making powder, and We don’t see what other Use you have 
for it, that can require any thing of a quantity', for We don’t find 
any notice of your Refining it at Fort William, by which there 
might be a Wast, as heretofore was practiced, till it was left off 
by reason of its chargeableness, whether the Salt petre,c3st away 
IS carry d to this Account is not plain to Us, Divers other 
Remarks on the GenoraJ Annual Charges of Fort William, you 
will find in the sequel of this Letter, Our Committee of Accounts 
having that now under Consideration.^ 


124. Church damaged hy Lightning. 

Extnvijrom Beifgai Pt^Hs Ccittuttaiipnt, Fert WUiinui, Afeiutajt 
Septemdfr 31,1734. ft/tufft /,, Vel. V. 

By terrible Lightening on Saturday night last,* the Church has 
receiv'd great Damage, and particularly the Steeple which is all 
cracked, and the Beams of the Belftey almost all Broke which 
makes it very insecure and in Danger of falling 
Ordered therefore that the Bujcey do take with him the 
Master Builder, and examine it carefully*, and that what Repara¬ 
tions are necessary be immediately done thereto. 


' The Court proceed to cooinient on the expeadtture ei Fort Williain. Amoq^ 
the Itemi notkixl ere R*. 92 for 41 yirdi of gold Iko; Ra. 331 for ifae upkeep of 
three gardene, I tnppoee Ferrin'*, Sunnuo's. and the Park—the Court two 

enough; Re. 313 for bringing drinkLng-w'ater from Naddea; Rs. 443 for eliatooel for 
ibe UM of the PtesUent nu(t Couodl, ud Ri. 473 for oil; Ra. ijSi for wax eandlM; 
Kr. 3.37* for five horaes, an ekpbaat, a caiuel, thirteen horve-beupeiu, and eleven 
KiuwcuttBn; Rs. C9 per tnontb for twenly-thrue senaaia In ihe Governor's 
rooui; Ri. 43,P47 for uulilairy chnrgei. and Kl. 1,739 for doctor's sforet cipDoded; 
Bho Ra. igS far firewood; Rf, 33 for feodieg goats, rabbits, and deer; Rs. 49 for oil 
and picUes, ud other liems of espendUuio, dliparenily for the Ebesident'a tabte, 
which Mr. Peake will have to make good. 

^ SepiciDber ig. 
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i:*j. Survey and Report of the Can/ at Govinfdur. 

Sxtr£icffri>m FaMc C&Juvi/ii/hfKr. Ferf IVilltataf A^ffifemier 16 

aird 2^ 1734* FbL K 

Nov€mbcr 16.—Captain Henry Cave Master of Attendance 
acquainting us that the River having greatly gained on the 
Gunge [gnjij^i at Govlndpoor* there is great reason to fear if not 
timely prevented it will prove very detrimental! to the whole 
Town. 

Agreed therefore that our Secretary do write to the Europe 
Commanders to request them to goc with our Master of Atten¬ 
dance to Sur\'ey the place, and that they give their Report in 
Writing. 

November 23.—In Complyance with our Desire of Monday the 
16th Inst. Captain Joseph Tolson has accompanied our Master of 
Attendance to Survey the Bank of the Gunge at Govindpoor and 
now Delivered in his Opinion of it in Writing. 

To THE HOHOURAetE JoHJi DEANE, ESQ., GOVERNOR OF FORT WlLlJAM, 
AND President for the Honourable Unit^ English Eastt India 
C oSiiPAHvs Affairs at CALCutTA. 

FmT WlI-LlAU, 

Mavtmber lOfAt 173 ^- 

Honourable Sir, 

Th\% Day 1 recehed A Summons Signed by Mr. Llci>tJ one of Your 
Honours Coiincill to goe and Survey the Bank of the River before the great 
iiiizar, which t hnd to be very deftcnvci and of necessity' to be repftif'dt tbe 
Bajar not only being in HangeTp but a laige Tract of Land to the Honourable 
Company’s Bounds, ithich ly^ considerably lower than the Bank^ and liable lo 
lie eatircly oi^erfloffcd wbkh may prove of prodigious ill consequence not only 
by the Ijks of said Ground but likeiiisc the prejudice the Navigaiion of the 
River tuny receive thereby, the Length of the Bank that h to be repaired 
Appears to me 10 be Eight hundred and fifty leet which must be_ doubled by 
outward and Inward Pl|» with ibfee pair of Stairs for Lauding of Goods fur 
the Buiar^ ihc whole Charge as repre^nicd to me may acuottnt to about two 
thousand five hundred Rupeiss If immediately gone about before the Hank 
receives any further Daniage4 which 1 account but very imronsidcrable to the 
Damage the Honourable Company may sustalo by the neglect thereof which 
«Opinion flf ^ Hon<M.«l,rc Sir, 

Your huffibic SetvanE, 

Jos. Tolson. 


t hlarko t-plaee- 




OLD FORT WILL!AM IN UMmAL 




ti 7 


125 * Memouanija about Buildings is 1724 . 

JFx/rttir/s ^/jvm AAtir^iL'fj fram 17 3 5 ; 

{fri^fuiliy iMse Pitfiarif ri, 

Repairs Rupees 4387 *11*9 mentioned in Paragraph 41 were 
about the Factory house, godowns. Church &c- w'as more in 
former years and since. . . ^ 

Captain Tolson’s Surv^ey of the Bank of the River before the 
great Bazarre ports about 850 foot of the said Bank must be 
repair'd with outward and Inward piles to have 3 pair of stairs 
made, for landing gocjds vvhich it is represented will cost about 
2500 Rupees if immediately gon about before the Bank receives 
any further dammage. 

127* Repairs to Fort William* 

Extras //hbm Pttdftf ConjuBa/itms* Por/ 

Jttttiitify 4^ 1725 * Vd. VL 

The Timbers and Burgers- of the Points and Gunners Store 
Room as also the Bridge and Crane being in so decay'd a Condi¬ 
tion that We have for a long time been obliged to support them 
with props, 

Ordered That Mr. Matthew Wastell Buxey with the Master 
of Attendance do Surv^ey the same and give them a thorough 
Repair* 

128. The Court'& Comments on the Use of the Dock. 

Extrfiti frem Ijtitr Jr&m ikt C^url 1, 1725. 

Pivragrapk 56, LitUr B&ok^ No. sa 

56. It gives Us some satisfaction to see ycu do make something 
of the Dock built by the late President Hedges^ He then wrote Us 

^ In a.dDtliin' attttoct of Geneml Latter from Beosal to t!w Coort, Fort William* 
Janiury 5, 1724^^5, porsp-apln 7a, r«clved per FfdiKS June 1725, Coast wid Bay 
Abstrwet*^, K, 7S, It aayi t ^ Tht Repairs cnentioned in paragraph 41 were cm thtj 
Factriry Oodawita &c. tmiyin^ aird charg'd Monifejy it h» been mere befur* ajsd 
iince^ OccwQo'd by new Cni'cnn^ great pbti of the Cartsin and Ganners 
A^nitmetitB.’ 

* BstgH, a rafter. 
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how useful it would be, and it cost Us a great deal of money, but 
his Successor by bis Actions sfaow^d disregard to it, Wbatsoever 
rrason he had to do so soenri’d to Us rather humour than other- 
"^se, however be it so or not since it is built. We continue Our 
former desires to make the most you can of it at all times. We 
find by the last Account of Revenues We hud Rupees Four 
hundred and ninety eight for the use of it. 


129. Repairs at Perrins/ 

E2/r»ft//vm ConsuHatims, Fort Mondaf, 

Detmbtr 13, 1735 . Range I.y Vat, VL 

Dtcenibcr 13, The several Outhouses at Perrins being fallen 
dovvn and the roads very much damaged by the heavy Rains this 
season. 

Agreed the houses be rebuilt w'ith Pucca and the Road.s mended 

out of the money raised on m^sunng the ground and giving new 
Pottahs,* B s 


rjo. Account oe Buildings in 1725.* 

Letter fram Bengal ta tAe Court. Fart 
^ 60 .uat 61 . Ceuut and Bay 

I 5565 being all he 

left at Fort Wi lam ha^-e no hopes to recover more or that he will 
return from DiUy, 

61. Out hoi^at Perrins Garden fallen, the Bridges and Roads 
da^gd by the Rams, agreed 13th December that the Mony col¬ 
lected for measuring the Ground, and for new Pottahs, as yet 
brought to no Account, shall be laid out in rebuilding the Houses 

bi the Bridges and Road and securing Chuttanutte 

bank eaten into by the River. 

^ - ■’-“- 

* A IS A diE«d £iif lea«E< 

Henry F™nW«d««fi,c-ieh«g* of Jo. 
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131* Some Refairs anu a New Palanquix-house. 

E.rlrtt^/^ /ram PuM/t' ConsvBu/wnt. Fer/ Ma/ 9* 

Afattd^ty^ vOf r?* 1727 - /, FaL VI. 

May 9, 1726.—The paJlenkecn house which was covered with 
Thatch having been several times burnt down and that frequent 
rebuilding of it having Amounted to as much as the value of 
a Brick house^ 

Ordered that Mr. John Sainsbury Lloyd Buxey doe build one 
of Brick as cheap as po^ible. 

October 10, 17326*—The Codowns at the Embassador's house^ 
being much out of Repair and wiring to be new Covered, 

Agreed that the Buxey do new Cover them and give them 
a thorough Repair* 

April 17^ 1727,’—The room at the end of the long Row^ wanting 
to be new covered, 

Ordered that the Buxie do new cover it* 


132. Account of the Dock in [726* 

Ex/rtw/ /r^m AAjfroi/ a/ Otnaral fiant A? /if 

WiKiam, Jftnt/ft/y iS, 1717* Paragm/Itj 90 iitsif 91. Cm/ axd Buy 
Ahfrttir/j, A', 7S. 

90, The Dock has layn empty the last Year^ none but large 
Ships use it and the Charge of emptying it &c* is considerable,^ 
President Hedge? design was good but should have laid a good 
Foundation and have made Hood Gates, if can make it com^ 
modbus w ill be at some Expence on it^ the Charge has been 
500 Rupees on each Ship besides the Company*s Duty- 

91. The 9th May order'd a Pallankeen house to be bnilt of 
Brick being often burnt down while cover'd with Straw. 

^ A yokT laliu' thv Ambo^^Adbr's, b£?u». whicti stood at tbe corner of LU Bs^r 
njid Miffiipfi Row* WAS tM^BD for ilie use of the Ma^'or's Caart In the voIuim 
of lliiF Mayor'! Cautf Pra£/tiim^s, December !<% 1717^ tQ DoMnnber sra. 1728* l 5 ws 
heading of the page nuti; ' CoEtrts held At ibe AmhA^sador'^ 

Tbo long rofw wu the range of slngle-s^ried btuMioga which divided the fort 
into two s^tionsi 
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133, Comments by the Court on recent Refairs and 

Buildings. 


Ex/nu/frinn L^I/m Mr Caur/ /a Fith-tfatj 17, 1727- 

Paraj^afiAi ^7^40. 20. 


37. ^ou lell Us that you resolved to apply the Monej' 
collected by the Zemindar for measuring Ground and giving new 
Pot tabs (which had not yet been brought in to any Account) for 
rebuilding the Out houses fallen down at Perrins Garden of Pucca 
and repairing the Bridge and Roads which had been much damaged 
by the hea^^ rains, and to Secure the Bank at Chnttanuttee^ The 
River having encreased on that part of the Town, this is for so far 
well> We have heard that the Town is in great danger by the 
Rivers eating into the Bankj so that the scx>ner that work is don 
the better^ and as represented to Us ought to have been taken in 
time when first discover'd to gtiUup away the Ground, and the 
rather as the Stream is so very rapid there, for no one knows 
what may be the Consequence of a neglect in not stopping the 
first approaches of Water breacheSp and what w'ill be the charge if 
not taken in time. Therefore you will do well at all times to guard 
securely against such impiending Evils at the first appearance^ and 
to repair substantially whatever stands in need of it. 

38. As to rebuilding the Houses at Perrins yon ought to have 
explain^ to Us why they were to be don at our Charge, for till 
then We cant judge with any certainty whether We should or 
should not consent thereto. 


39* We shall not at this time object to the repairing of the 
Bridges and Roads, but at Fort St. George the Inhabitants are 
!l I, . of Building and Repairing theirs. And We hope 
> u will take care m future to engage the Inhabitants to contribute 

^ejiettlement, there is not the same reason it should always 


- ™ surpris'd to read in the Account you give in 

j stification of Mr. Surman,i That our aMoney (For so we^reckon 

^ John Suraum wu Ute chief of thr- ^ 

imparumt cwee«iD« fr^m SfllT 

Kcanufs^lQ^n Surmu, dui^n ud coaelirailcer of 
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Fines to be) should be laid out by him without any Order of 
Council, We look on it as a fault that those were not 

brought to Account of Revenues and accordingly* paid into our 
Cash, to teU Us that it ^vas laid out by Agreement of Council 
though no pubUck Entry made thereof is what we can never 
approve of, but do utterly dislike and forbid for the future, all 
Determinations at the Council board ought to be enter'd in Con¬ 
sultation, which should contain a true and full Account of all 
Transactions in our Affairs, and We expect they do so in all times 
coming, That \V& may judge of them, Whereas clandestine Pro¬ 
ceedings are a plain indication they will not bear the lightp It is 
not the first time We have complained of your Consultations not 
being so full with Relation to our Affairs as they ought to be, let 
it be so no more, The Letter calls the Money laid out a small 
Charge, though it Is own'd to be Rupees 3668 and after that 
Rupees 31^4 for the Road to Perrins Garden, expended as you 
say on the good of the Towns and health of the People, had it 
been much less you ought to have had our Iea%e for itp Nor do"s 
this first Summ appear to Us to be a common benefit for every 
body but only in particular or at least chiefly to Mr^ Surman to 
gratify his humour (and w^hat the other is seems to Us doubtful) 

LeadQD^WAA pc'ohabEy hii father (se* Court BookJ. He took hb passage oa thtt 
DuUhfsi^ uacl arTi\’ed £n Beu^ August in itfjfgal, 

ILt L laj)- t>a January 17x0^ he waa sect up to Pataa (sh my Exj^iisk fv 
I., 327}. Oq April 171?^ he was taken into the Cotuitil ai Patna, 
though 'noi quiEe out of hb WHlcrahSps very StL^ksntly quaJificd 10 give 
Ilia Advice and everyway fit to Aasiai . . * tiea? trcmblesorae time# * (see my 
i* Brngiii, II., j. On January 5, be was appointed chief of the Embassy 
to Delhi IJ3)* which be qonducied with ahiUty and Strict integrity. At the 

conclusian of the embassy he resigned the serviee and reinmcd' to Engta^.d^ con- 
sderfbg it Impossible to reverl lo a #obortliiiato atation after bdding so high a 
poflitlcMi at Delhi. The Court in 1731 reappointed him to their and made 

him a member of the CckiuceI at Fori William, Bengal (see Court Book}. His lather 
at tfau time appears to have b«n dead. John Surman himself died at Calcutta In 
J714. and was burled Aogusi xH. His wi.U, dated July i, iTXxf, and proved in ConncB 
on Augrut 31, menitiona his mother Sttsamm, and his three sisteni, Elizabeth and 
Susanna, spinster?, juid Mrs. Ann Wamogioo, and kh consiii jnseph Lawson (see 
ConsultaiJonsBook). His garden wa* at Kiddei^jre, beyond the Company's bonivds, 
ibree miles and m half from the (ort (&« a leller from the Council to the Dutch at 
Hngli in ihe Consnltalions Book, Aognst 10, 1^724). The mad, of wbich the Court 
here eompliin ^ led to this gardm over wbat is now KJdderpore Bridge. The proceedings 
complaiiied of are recorded in the Consultatloros for July xfi and Atiguit 33^ X703, 
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Were he living he should be made to reimburse Us because don 
without ^ny vj£iib!e AuthoritVi We cant admit of a general say so, 
that the Council agreed to it when We fitid no Entry to prove it« 
And by the Circumstances It seems the Money laid out firstt 
and the Agreement (if any was desired) was afterwards, Us 
have no more such management. 

f 


134- More^ Repair^s and New Stairs along Shore. 

Exira£h/nf>it E^a^al PuMk OmuRafitms, F&rt mV/tarn, M^rfA 6 . 

17:7, anJ /attifory i, /*, F0L FI. 

Factory Codoivns to be retired. 

March b, 1 The Godowns belonging to the Factor}^ by the 
River side being much out of repair, 

Ordered that the Buxey do repair them. 

iVtftp Stairs to be built along Shore, 

The Towm being Wharfing along shore and there being several I 
places for Stairs belonging to the Honourable Company between 
several] Houses. 

Ordered that the Buxie do build Stairs and what else is neces- 
sat} along shore, and that \vhat places are let out be on Account 
the Honourable Company in order to reimburse them the Charges 
they may be at* 


Muster 0/the Beams in the Factory House to be sent Home. 

Jmiuary 3 : 7 ^®*“^The President having ordered the Joiner to 
examine the Beams in the Consultation Room and other Rooms 
of the Factory house, he now laid before this Board some Pieced 
t^en out of the ends of the Beams m the Wall and all the ends of 
the Beams being as bad or worse in the Walls. 

Agreed that we Send in the Packets to our Honourable Masters 
a Muster of the same that they may see the absolute necessity 
there IS to new' cover the Factory House. 


I728J 
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I3S* ACCOt/NT OFBUtLDINGS IS 

A'lYraf/ from ff/ G^mral LtUer frern fie C^urL F&rt 

Wiliam^ /(m$iafy 2 ®, 1 728* Pamj^aphs 103- r I o. Coar/ <*n-// Bay Adsiraeft^ 

103* The River having gain'd on some of the Coinpany's Towns^ 
last year agreed every- one that vvharfed before his own Door might 
build Warehouse thereorii^ ivhicb took Effect, Send an Account 
of all wharffs in Calcutta amounts to 5000 Foot of Pucca Build¬ 
ings done with small Charge to the Company. 

104. In Consultation 6th March agreed to build Stairs, the 
Exp:ence last year amounted to Rupees 300O1 believe will expend 
about as much this Year, will have due regard to 40th Paragraph 
of the Compaii)'"s Letter, not to lay out Money without good 
reasons^ 

ro6. Will be very' watch full of Chuttanuttee Banks to secure 
it. also the Ground before Perrins^ taking Care to exjffind as 
little as possible, are making a Pucca Slip at Perrins to secure the 
Banks and carry the Rapidness of the Streaitf from Chuttanuttee. 

loy. Have deferred rebuilding the Outhouses at Perrins Garden 
having employ'd the Money design'd for that Use in repairing the 
Roads, making Bridges and enclosing the Plain before the Fort^ 
hope the Company' wont think it an unnecessary Charge in repair¬ 
ing the Outhouses being at times useful for their Senants and 
military' it may^ amount to £*350 Sterling* 

108* The Inhabitants contribute to the mending the Roads and 
repairing the Bridges. 

109. Send by the Mouniagm^LtthkuUier & Bridgwater Samples 
of the Beams that support their TerrasseSt which to Outward 
Appearance seem firm but are very rotten within, had they 
proper Timbers would immediately set about their Reparation. 
In Consultation 1st January have agreed to send Sloops to Pegu 
to fetch Teak Timber for repairing their Factory* 

no. Several of their Godowns and Warehouses want new 
Covering, at present they support the Beams with Pfopps, and as 
soon as have Materials mil repair them* 
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136. COM^EKTS BY THE COURT ON ACCOUNTS, BUILPINGS, 

AND THE Vice of Gaming. 

Extract from Ctneral Letter from ike Court to Bengtd, Lotfdan, Fehru^ 14, 
173S. A?«tjjKr/Af3f,4i, j7,6l,rf«rf74. Letter Book M. 21. 

'vas no small Surprise to Us to read that Abdul Ryheim 
[ Abdur Rahim] should make such a demand on you on the 
Subahs Account as Rupees Foity^four thousand to he paid as an 
encreasc of Rent for our Tm^us for the Twelve Years past, be¬ 
cause he had raised the Rents of other Towns about him in his 
J^geer, We have perused your Letters wrote to Cassimbu^rar of 
the 14th and 30th December on this Subject and approve their 
<mtents. That we bad the grant of these Towns long before 
Jaffer Caun was Subah, That we have constantly paid the yearly 
I jscash to the Mogul and the Rents Settled for the said Towns as 
they t^mc doe, which will appear in the King’s Books, that We 
conemve e has nothing more to do with them than to receive 
^d Rents when due, that We have done nothing to deserve such 
njunous reatment, and therefore you conclude verj' justly that 

of our Money on such an unrt^son- 
ablc demand. We shall be e;?treamly sorrj^ if the Nabob will per- 
^t. and do hope this demand will be dropt, but if not, We cant 
W« « ^ 7 "^ resolution of stopping the Port Is wrong, for 

We ■=annoUubinit tamely to anything which strikes at the taking 
away the Privtledges granted and continued to Us time out of 
Predecessors of his present Imperial Majesty, We 
^ » fk j'" r *1! better, and not force you to in- 

kiiT^Tf k ^ k V ^ Country by bringing matters to extremity, 

f oiust do the best you can and show y-our 

to iiiciiA* tk **''*'* the Kings Duhoy ^ at le^ at Hugly 

to justify the necessity of endeavouring to do your Selves right, 

\ e wish you a good deliverance out of this unhappy Affair. 

of u*' Pallanken House 

of Bnck and alhwing a Bnck Codown to be built at Futua* to 

to secure our Saltpetre against the danger of Fire which so 

1 *tbg'*ju,l3ee. *44 

Fatoha, abmi fourt«a miles of Patna. 
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frequently happenSp this appearing to Us to be rightly judged We 
find no fault therewith. 

57* We have consider'd your 119th Paragraph which men¬ 
tions several of your new Muskets bursting Mhen fired at the 
Entertainment of the French Govemour and Council, You did 
well to send Us the Seport made by the Master of Arms on his 
Surveying those not then used w'ith the Makers Names, We take 
the best Care We can to have all the Muskets We buy first proved 
heret and you may see the Proof Mark upon the Barrels, The 
Person through whose hands all the Muskets for the Kings 
Service Pass here also examins all ours* and those which he 
approves and passes he likewise Marks with his Stamp* as to the 
Complaint that many of the Barrels are old Musket Barrels new^ 
Vampt, the Gunsmiths possitively deny it, and say it Is impossible 
to put old for new w^ithout being very easily discoveredp What 
We now send \Vc hope will prove good. If any should notf let Us 
know of whose making You find any defective, By what Ships 
they come, and the Number of the Chest, but take care the 
Muskets are not overcharged for the best Pieces may be burst 
thereby. 

61. Inclosed We send you Copy of His Jfajesty's Grant to this 
Company of all the Fines that may hereafter be imposed by the 
Court of Justice on Offenders in Crtminal Cases* so that if any 
should happen, ^Ve direct that they be paid into our Cash and 
apply'd to our Account. 

74. We are greatly concerned to hear that the mischievous 
Vice of Gaming continues, and even encreases amongst our 
Covenant Sm^nts* Free Merchants and others residing at our 
Settlements in India for great Summs of iloney, and that the 
Women are also infected therewith, by which means many 
Persons have been ruin'd as well on board Ship on Shore, of 
this there are several flagrant Instances, By Act of Parliament all 
Gaming here for above Ten Pounds value is strictly prohibited 
under severe Penaltys, That We may do what in Us 13‘es to 
prevent the Evils which sooner or later generally attend all 
Gamesters and frequently proves their ruin. We do hereby 
peremptorily forbid all manner of Gaming whatsoever in any of 
our Settlements or elsewhere in India to the Amount of Ten 
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Pounds Of upwards, and do direct that if any of our Co^’enant 
Sen'antB or others in our Employ whether Civil, Maritine, or 
Military or any Free Merchants under our Protection shall ever 
be discover’d to have plaid at any Sort of Game for the Value of 
Ten Pounds Sterling or upwards at a Time, and be thereof con¬ 
victed before You by two Credible Witnesses (which Witnesses 
We require you shall always be ready to admit and hear them) 
such OHender be he who he will and in what Station soever shall 
be ipso facto dismist the Company's Service, and sent home by 
the first Shipping, as likewise all Free Merchants, and all Women 
Marty'd or Unmarry'd whether belonging to Our Covenant 
Servants or others under Our Protection, the same We say for 
all such Offenders belonging to the English Shipping employ'd in 
the Countrey, and to those to and from Europe, if any of them 
be guilty of the same fault either committed on board of their 
Ships or On Shofe, that you shall give Us particular Information 
of such Offenders with all the Circumstances of the Crimes that 
W'e may dismiss them the Company’s Service at their return 
home. 


137. Survey of Fort William and Hospital, 

Kxtnvt froin Puhlk Fert Thursday , Oiiitier 3, 

Friday , Qeisdurzs,, and Tutsday , Dtetm^tr 17, ] 7 ja Htingt VaL VT. 


e/ Pari UV/f/aiit, 

October 3—The whole Works and Garrison of Fort William, as 
well as the Lodgings, seeming to be very' much out of Repair, 
Ordered, That Captain Thomas Snow, Master of Attendance, 
and John Alofe.’ do take a careful! Survey of the Same, and 
deliver m their Report in Writing. 

24.— Captain Thomas Snow, Master of Attendance, and 
John Alofe, having (pursuant to an Order in Consultation the 
3rd Instj suHi'eyed the whole Garrison and Works of Fort 


Mfl&n AJ«f«, OI,I«, Oliffe, or 01itr« (the i, i„ ^11 .h«» 

variDjj. djjh,«n in 

j^Ui th* hailding,. H.= « its jsSm F«f«U of 

ih. «dy Cilctuu n™ It, Britid. He disd in July. 1745 . 

while Sunvycr g[ Worki (see 153). ^ 
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WiJlianip also the Lodgings, now delivered in their Report of the 
Same. 

OroereDj That it be entered after this Consultation. 

Copy 0/ tJt£ R^porL 

TO THK Honourable John Deane, E-so-/ Pr>^sidknt Awn Govkknok 
ov Fort William^ S;c*, Council. 

Honourable; ano Sirs^ 

In Obedience to your Commands We have taken a Cai^ll ^lirveyi nut 
only of the Lodgings, but of the Whole Works and Carrisoo of Fmrt WiUiani 
and hnd ibc Whole lo be very much out of Repair tbeie being several Crajckii 
in ihe W-aJLs, Brick Work wanting in many Places, and FlaisiCT ^Vork almost 
all over. We cannot be Judges of the particular Quantity of Materials proper 
for its Repcmtbni till the W^orkmen shall have made a more narronr Search. 

Notwithstanding a Repon w'eni Home to the Honourable Company of the 
Badness of the Eeams^ We think it our Duty to acquaint ymt that those of the 
Rooms M the End of the Long Row, and the Armory, are so rotten and bad^ 
that they will certainly fall in, if not forthwith repaired : And also* that if other 
Reparations are not ordered this Seasorii, the Honourable Company wiU be 
great Suderers thereby. We are with the gieaiesi Ktepoct, 

Honourable Sir and Sin, 

Your most Obedient Humble Servants^ 

' Tho^jas Skow. 

CAtcenTA, JOBN ALOfE. 

TA# ytA 0 £$&h^, 1728. 


Hospital to te surveyed. 

December I7.~^[r. Charles Hampton, Buxey, acquainting us 
that the Hospital is very^ much out of Repair^ 

Ordered* That Captain Thomas Snow, blaster of Attendance, 
and John Aloffc* do take a careful] Sui^’ey of the Same, and 
deliver their Report, m Writing, to this Boards 

138.* Ambassador's House to be tjie Town Hall. 
Corporation to be assessed. 

Extra^I/rvm PkMh- CiW4w//a//pNj. Fart IVtl/infft, TAursdiy^ 

yrwTjVijry z, tyag. Vat. VL 

There being wanting a proper Place to hold the stayer's Couit* as 
well as a Court of Oyer and Teririiner, and to make a Town Goal, 

^ Jehu Deftne becune Gm'enusr of Fotrt William in Bengal for the second tifoe* 
September 18, 
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Agreed, That the Ambassador's House and Compound be 
appropriated for that Service; and that a Tax be levied on the 
Inhabitants of this Place to pay the same. 

[59. Account of Forte fications and Bujlojngs. 

Exfntef from A^ttnui e/ Generat letter /rem Sengaf (a the Court. Fort 
mt/iarn^ F^ruary a, 1J29. Pitntgraphs 79-51 and 98. Coast and Bay 
Aitiraetr ef Letters rteewed from July 3,1, (728, to February 18, 1734. 

A' 79. 

i 

79* Report of the SurvC}^ of the Buildings of the Garrison &c* 
entered after Consultation 24th October by which it appears they 
are in a bad condition. 

SOp Two of the Brick Godowns at the Comer of the Factor}^ 
were fklling down^ gave Leave to rebuild them^ 

STp Agreed in Consultation 2nd January to buy the Company's 
House called the Ambassadors to hold the Mayors Court ic* in, 
giving 6480 rupees for it as it stands on the Company's Bookstand 
that a Tax be levy'^d on the Town to pay for it^ as well as to 
build a Goal for the Security of Prisoners, by the Patent the 
Amercements and Fines are to be paid the Company, they are 
obliged to place the necessary Expeiiccs of the several Courts to 
the Company's Account. 

98. Have set on foot a Chanty School and for that purpose 
raised 23709 rs. 12 a* 3 p, & appointed the President & Council 
for the time being to be Trustees. 

140. Observatioks by the Court touchin'g Buildings 

Extr<Kifyom G^nfral Utiir/rom fAe /a Ebrt mmarn, 

FiAmary 1 J, 172^ 38-40 49, 

38* We are informed by your next Paragraph the method you 
took to induce the Inhabitants to Wharf before their Doors, and 
We are verj^ glad to find the success you have had in this Under¬ 
taking* observing by the Account sent Us of all the Pucca \Vharf5 
then standing amounting to Five thousand six hundred and fifty 
nine Feet, which as you say We believe must be of great Security 
to the Town and though this piece of W^ork must have no doubt 
cost a large Summe^ yet by your good Management it has been but 
a vciy' small Fxpence to L s* which renders it the more acceptable 
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and deserving Our Approtiatioa, We like^v^se approve the Resolu¬ 
tion in yont Consultation of the 6th March of building Stairs to 
some of the Wharfs and what necessary to be done along Shore, 
also securing the Banks at Chittanute and the Ground before 
PerrioSi to render them as firm and substantial as possible you 
can* not doubting you"! be mindful of your promise of due regard 
to the 4Cith Paragraph of Our Letter of the 17th February 1726^ 
[1727] and put Us to no more Expence than absolutely necessary. 

39, You desire Our Consent to rebuild the Out Houses at 
Perrins Garden with Offices and Conveniencys there for the use 
of Our Servants and Military when placed as an Out Guardp We 
observe you reckon the Charge may amount to Three hundred and 
fifty Pounds Sterling or Three or four thousand Rupees, as this is 
the only Garden House that belongs to Us,^ We are willing you 
should have what Conveniency-s are needful, hoping that may be 
done at much less Charge than you propose. 

40* We find the necessity you %%'as under to new Cover Our 
Factory by the Samples of the Beams sent Us by the Bridgewakr 
Ac* to convince Us of their defect and rottenness, though some of 
them may be so, yet We hope the greatest part arc not near so 
bad, and that they will be serviceable in the Reparation of said 
Building for if they cant be useful for one part they may for 
another We cant but allow of this nec^sary Work, as well as 
repairing the Godowns and Warehouse you mention, as likewise 
an upper Room to the Banksaul House at Ballasore^ if you find 
that will better answer the End than a new Flagg Staff, provided 
that all this be done with the utmost Frugality in every Article of 
the Ejtpence* 

49. We take notice by your 1:29th Paragraph of the Death of 
Captain Henr^^ Cave your former Gunner and Master of Attend¬ 
ance, and that you had appointed Captain Thomas Snow to 
succeed him. We are glad to hear the good Character you gi\^ 
him* and therefore confirm your Choice, We are sorry to hear the 
bad Circumstances Captain Cave died in, and are surpris'd to 
hear his Debts amount to so considerable a Summe as upwards of 
One hundred thousand Rupees* 

* In tbeir to Eicni^l. Janyary 2^ 1714, tba Court compMrud ol ttie 
chor^ of Uittt gvdent ac CAlcbtta, uid said two u‘en enaueti . 
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Increased Accommodation. 

Extrvch fr«m Btngal Pubik Coiittiltationj. Fori WiPiamy AfanA S. 

Mondnyy Augnit 4, Monday, StfUmbtr 8, itruS Friday, Deitmitr $, 1729^ 

E^gt /.* tW. Vlil* 

Veranda to be builL 

Marih 8^—B^ing very much straitned for Room, which often 
makes m backward in our BusinesSj 

Agreed That a Varanda^ be built before the Import and Export 
Godowns and that the Arches of the Banksail Godown in the 
Factor^' be filled up >%ith Doors and Windows in order to make 
it fitt to lodge Bales in. 

* Buildifig^ io be purchased, 

August 4.—Being in Want of a convenient place for making of 
ChintSf and there being a parcell of Buildings offer'd for Sale for 
seventeen hundred Rupees, which are not only cheap but proper 
for that Purpose, 

Agreed that we do purchase the same Account the Honour¬ 
able Company.* 

at PrrnVs and Stairs ai ike Wharf to be biidL 

September S.—The Honourable Company having in their General 
Letter of the zist February, jyzS-zg per Ship Eyles permitted us to 
build Out houses with offices and Conveniences at Perrins Garden, 
As also to build Stairs to some of the Wharfs and what necessary^ 
to be done along Shore, and the securing the Banks at Chuttanutte^ 

Agreed That it be done accordingly with the utmost 
frugality- 

Maifi Guard Timbers to be surveyed. 

December 5.—The timbers to the Main Guard being rotten and 
ready to fall in, 

Ordered That a survey he taken of them, 

1 TtilA vcfwd& wis ibout 16 ffici brtiad and 1:^ Icng- 1l wau built in llu:' 
toutb-cailrm niigle ol iIine FiQ¥li. avid, to ftome txiEut utMtrucEed tb.A way to tbe wuth^ 
easti!tm b^xtkiii. 

■ Tbo plan of by in 1753^ flboftni tbe cpUcik priutert chi tbn south 

of ibt park. Tueat Do Mr, BtiUmy's booK. On S^ptflmWr 1 1773, the Coancil 

resolved to kU the eld hnuies and tbe to John Prinsep for Re, 11,900^ 
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142. The Court sanction Repairs to the Buildings in 
THE Fort, and the Establishment of the Charity 
School. 

E.rfTii^s Jirtfffi Gentra/ /Ae C&urf fff 2^3, 

1730. ParugrapAj 38 ami 41. £fi/cr . 

38. As there was a necessity of new covering Our Factory 
House, We are pleased \sith the Method you took in sending two 
of our Sloops to Pegu at a time when you could spare them to fetch 
Timbers and Elephants Teeth from thence, the first for that 
Service, and the Latter for Sale, We obser\'e by the Account as 
you have stated it in your General Letter, that it will be a saving 
to Us in the Article of Timber, and as you write Us, that upon a 
Survey taken by Thomas Snow^ Master of Attendance and John 
Alofle Carpenter, it appears that the Buildings of the Garrison, 
Factory' House &c* are in a very bad Condition for want of a 
timely care, and as yod say there is an unavoidable Necessity for 
their being repaired. We would therefore have you set about it, 
and to take great care that the Work be substantially done with 
as much Frugality as the thing will bear- 

4t* We observe you had set on foot a Charity School, and had 
rais'd towards its maintenance the Summ of Rupees 23709 ^ 12 ^ 3 
that your Design therein was to educate the great Number o 
European Children in the Protestant Religion, a very laudable 
Undertaking, wherein We wish you good Success* 

143. Account of Buildings in 1729. 

Ejrfr<Hf from AAi/nur/ of Liftrr frvm Bfi CourL Fori 

WilFami Fcbntmy 11, F&nij^r^As 76, Sj, COfUi ttmi Btiy 

AAsira^ls qf Ixlim nKfmdj 1735-34 79 . 

76. Their Factory House being everj' Season pester’d with the 
Merchants Goods, agreed tn Consultation Sth March to build a 
Veranda to put their Bales in after they are packt, and as they 
design to make as many Chints as they can, and wanting a place 
for the people to work in, agreed in Consultation 14th August to 
purchase a parcel of Buildings for Rupees 1700 which two years 
ago cost Mr* Frankland 4800. 
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83. Thankful for the Liberty for building Offices and Con- 
vcniencys at Perrins Garden. 

85. As nothing has been done toward securing the Banks by 
Chutta Nuttee since July 172®! have set about that necessary 
piece of Work. 

144. BUlLtXNCS IN 1730. 

E^-frttc/s from Public Cenjuit*Uions^ Fort WUimm^ March 2i 

md Monday^ Mt\y it^ 1730^ Range VIIL 

The repairing 0 / the R0&<k ia be paid for. 

March 2.—Thc5 Repairing the Roads Bridges and DrainSp 
amounting to Rupees Seven thousand nine hundred and ninety 
nine fifteen Annasi 

Order'd That the Inhabitants of Calcutta pay the Sum of Five 
thousand Rupees and the Honourable Company the remainder. 

Salt Pitre Godown io be ucured. 

May II*—Mr, Richard Boufchier Export Warehouse Keeper 
acquainting us that the Salt Petre Godov^n is very much out of 
repaiTi 

Ordered That Mr. Charles Hampton Buxeydo take care tos€x:ure 
it for the present and that it be thoroughly repair'd after the rains. 

Hospital to be secured. 

Captain Thomas Snow now brought in his Report of the 
Hospital, 

Order’d That the Buxey do secure it for the present and that 
it be thoroughly repaired after the rains and the reports entered 
after this Consultation. 

Captain Thomas Snow now gave in his Report of Govindpore 
and Chuttanutte, 

Ordkk'^d that it be enter'd after this Consultation. 

Report uf Chuttanuttc and Oovindpori, 

To THE HONOUn.\ULE JOHX ILSQ.^ PRESIDESTT .IKD GOVEltROK. 

ETC,v CpUHCiE or 

ElONOLmoLE Sir and Sirs^ 

Pur^^ani to an urckr of Cumultition Dat«d Oic tjth ultimo. We haie 
ihe Bank* of die River nmr Chutaniittce aiid GovmdpOre aad ajir of 
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opiriipn it will be proper for the pitservaiion of that part of [the townj towarila 
Chottanuttee to make a Bridge aciosa the Road between SeaU [Selh^] Garden 
and Perrins by which means great quantity of Water wiH be carried to the back 
of tbe town which otherwise will endamage much of the Banks and mtoy 
Houses: As to that part towards Co^indporc We find the Rit’er to have gain'd 
so much, that it will be necessary to move the high Bank ten or 

twenty yards further tn in some places where the Tide rises with the greatest 
force, Which We apprehend will be the most likely meaiu of preserving 

the whole. * . 

We are, arc*, 

Thomas Snow, 
John Al.OPts. 

Ca1 .C0TTA, 

iil^ Mar^ i?a 3 - 

Repert of t}i€ 

To TrtE Hohouraulk John* de.\ne, Esq*, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs^ 

PuT^u^l t® an order of Council of the Jith [ftaiant Wc have sun'cyd 
the Hoapital and find all the B<ains and most of this Window and Door 
Rotten, Insomuch that We apprehend that the Roof be in ejanger of fiiSliiig 
ku next mins unless tirtiely prevented by iiihoring all the Tkams. 

We are, &c*, 

Thomas Snow. 
JOHN AtOFFE. 


145. Slow Progress in 1730- 

Ejinu:t Jr^m Ahtraei of Gcn&rol LitUr fr^m Btng^d /o Court. R^rt 
IVi/iuim, Fgdrtia^ to, 173^ ^ Puntgr^^As 103-IO5 W 15^- 
AAi/roi'/s if LtfUrr rrteivtd, K* 

103* Not having Teak Timbers Factory house not as yet 
repair'd, 

104, Repairing Roads, Bridges and Drains Amounted to 
Rupees 7999 * 15 whereof the Merchants paid 3®^ ^ order d 
but it rais'd a Clamour. 

105. Stairs and a Wharf to secure the Banks by Chutanuttee 
not hnish'd, 

156, No asse$strLent as yet made for the To\^ts hallj Company 
not as yet paid for the Embassadoris House as such it being 
old and weak^ the Justices having order'd the Inhabitants to be 
assessed for to build a Goal and Townhall it shall be paid for* 
the Inhabitants think it a hardship to bear the whole Burthen and 
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the Company bear no SharCj desisted as yet from assessing for 
that Reason, if necessary for the Company to bear a part hope it 
will be approv'd- 

146. The Court approve of the New Veranua and the 
New BuitntN'GS for Chint;:. 

Extroti Jr»m Gtnttai LttUr /ram the Court ia Bntgait Lomfon, Ftiruitty C3, 
1731, /Vcrif^7«^ 4/> Lotitr Bo^ No. ii. 

47 - To your ydtb Pan^mph We approve of your Building a 
Veranda before your Godowns for the purposes therein mention’d, 
as well as of the purchase you have made of a Parcel of Buildings 
for Seventeen hundred Rupees, in order for setting more hands to 
work to make Chints within your own bounds, these are Expenees 
that we shall never grudge provided the Fruits arc answerable to 
our Expectations- 


147. BuiLOiiios m ijy, 

Bxtnutt/rom B/nsttl PuMk ContultmUtu. Fort Monday, M^wsk 79, 

Tuttday, April 20, ,atd Thursday, Stpiemier 1731. Range /., Vof. VIIL 

Buzor by Perrim, 

March 29. ^Therc being a proper place for a Buaar near Perrins 
Garden, and as we are informed will bring in a good Revenue to 
the Honourable Company, if a road and Ditches were made to it. 
Agreed that the Jemindar do make them. 

Report of Sail Petre Godownf 

April 20. Mr. Thos. Gregory Warren now delivered in his 
Report of the Salt Petre Godown, 

Order d that it be enter'd after this Consultation. 

TO THE HokOURASLE JoHK DEAKE, EsQ.. &C*, 

Hovovrahle Sir arp Sirs, 

Id pursuance 10 >-oiir Hooours, Jtc*, Orders I have Survey'd ihe Honour¬ 
able Company Salt Petre Codo^ and find it in the CondiEion i 

The walls arc cas'd touod with pucker the Inside Qiutt±er ii:oikihd\, but 


■ In tt^ptan oi in the saltpetre gud^wu $, rto™ a liiU. 

us the nortlj of the fort in Gbve Sirw-t. where ii twida towards the rivw 
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much burrow'd with Rats, Over the Uoot« and Windows are large hoilows, the 
Cutcher Karth bting peii«rCra!ted bjr the KStfioas Particies of tht Sail Vtm aa-d 
ts moulder'd away from the Packer wtprlc, I humbly conceive that by filling Up 
ihe Cavities with Cutcher (the whole Codown being cas d with Pu^cr) an 
raising ihe Walls two foot for the Support of ihe Heams, will render It H as to 
continue for many Years, and fitt for immediate use as soon as repaiPd, 

t have also acemding to your Honours, &(:*, Orders Survey'd the Beams in 
the Factory, and on Ksamiaing into several of them find them to be decay'd in 
the Walls which if noi taken down ought to be immediately shoPd op. 

I am, dfc', 

Thomas CREOOitv WAnnEW. 

Calcctta, 

Thi awrfA 1731. 

CoMf/fiH>'s Hwise to be sJd. ^ 

Sfptcmber g.'—O hderep That the Honourable Companys House 
conunonly called the Anibassstdours be sold on Thursday nettt. 


14S, OBSERVATtONS BY THE CoUKT TOUCHING BUILDINGS ASD 

REVENUES. 

Mifntit jfinojw Ctfttni/ Lrtftrpam tht Ci tri ti RePj?ti. Umioa, Fibni,tty 11, 
1J31, Partigrtipht 91-93, (oi, to6. Letftr Soot jVa. ? 3 . 

Ql. We approve Your not entering upon the Repair of the 
Factory House till all Materials are ready, and when you go upon 
it, be rnindful of Our Orders which We have so often repeated 
upon this head, and finding in Consultation of the nth May, ttet 
Captain Snow on a Survey' of the Hospitall found all the Beams 
and most of the Windows and Door Frames rotten, the Order 
made thereupon was right thoroughly to repair it after the Rains, 
but We dont find any Report enter’d of the Saltpetre Godown as 
mention’d in the 103d Paragraph. 

92. Repairing the Roads Bridges and Drains being a publick 
benefit to all the Inhabitants in General, the Merchants might 
well grumble at being charg’d so great a Share of it, and why V\e 
should be saddled with the Remainder, We can seoiiio reason, an 
equitable Assessment upon all the Housekeepers in proportion to 
the Value of their respective Tenements had certainly been the 
right Method to prevent all clamours. 
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93. Although the Work of securing the Bonks by Chittanuttee 
was not finish’d^ an Account might easily have been sent Us what 
had been expended thereupon, but We ate apprehensive that 
making StaJrs and a Wharf were found inedeetual, for by a 
Report of Captain Snow's entered after Consultation of the 
nth May, he is of Opinion that a Bridge and raising the Banks 
ten or tvrenty Yards are necessary to preserve the whole, but no 
Order being made on reading the said Report, We are at a loss 
for the Measures taken thereupon* 

to I. We are pleased to find that notwithstanding Repairs are 
Monthly made of the Factory House, Cloth Gixiown, Long Row 
and other Huildings, yet they are kept in a tolerable Compass, 
and continue to take due care to keep them under* Reparations 
and Petty Charges placed Monthly under Military' Expences 
amounting to Rupees 5^®^ Is a very great Summ* and by a frugal 
Management might surely be lessened* 
rob. It is surpriring to Us to find by the i56fh Paragraph that 
the Inhabitants of Calcutta should think it a hardship to be 
assessed for a Sum of Money to build a Goal and Town Hall 
after an order was made by the Justices for 50 doings, and espciciaJly 
perceiving by the Registers of the Mayors Court, that they are so 
^ fond of bringing all manner of Causes thither, a$ not to end any 
by Arbitration, not to have them decided by the Jemindar as 
formerly, whereby our Revenues are considerably diminished, and 
therefore notwithstanding it is urged, that We are the Lords Pro¬ 
prietors of the Land, We can't be of Opinion that it is equitable 
any part of the said Expence should be placed to Our Account* 


149. *AcCOt 7 ST OF THE BUILDINGS IN 1731.^ 

w 97 . 9ft 101, 13 

Bay A^j/rar/s of witfwA; A' 79. 


Ferl 


97. The account of making the Stairs and Wharf by Chutanuttee 
now sent whigh consists of 1037 feet 11 inches in length, and cost 
6373 rs. II a. 3 p. 


I 'Til* jut of "seotid aduiwiMi^on of John Oeaac. On FebniBrv a is 
i73». John u*un,«] charge qf the gcv-ftnawni gj Cakuttt. 
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gg. Their Saltpetre Godown being much out of Repair, have 
ordered it to be ac^v covered. 

loi. Have sold the House commonly called the Embassadour’s 
for 3560 Rupees, reserving out of it a large peice of Ground with 
Brick Buildings for a Town Goal. 

129. Finding the Embassadour's House very old and not proper 
for a Townhall and Goal, sold it at public Outerv^ as mentioned in 
the lorst Paragraph of this Letteti for the Ground and Brick 
Buildings to build a Goal on, the Company will be paid Two 
hundred Rupees. 

130- The Company bears no share of the Assessment excepting 
a few Fines w'hich are appropriated to that use amounting to 
Rupees 1990^ 


TSa Report of the Ground between Perrin's Garden 
AND Sdtanuti. 

Extractfn>m Pu^Uc C&nsuiitiii&ris, Feri M&Xiiay^ 

April to, 1732, Eujt^ A, Fff/. V/IL 

Thomas Gregorj^ Warren and John iUoff now delivered in 
their Report of the Ground between Perrins Garden and Soota 
Loom. 

Order'd that it be enter'd after this Consultation and the Ground 
secur'd when the Season will permit. 


To TBE HOMOURABLE JOHN STACK HOUSE, 

Honourable Sir and StRS^ 

Purs uan t lo Your Orders wc have been to Survey ttie Cnotind beiweta 
Eenins Carden and Soota Loom and (bid It absolylely nevesa-ty that ia Sevcrall 
Plates it should be Wbaifcd | Hut tHe Season h M far Ad^-anced, and the 
Haim m near at hand^ that, it is our Humble Opinion it will be in vain to 
attempt that Piece of Work till the Raiuy Season Is over. However we shall do 
our utmost endeavours to prevent any Damai^e happening^ in itie mean cimCi 

We are, &C** 

Thoma-^ Grecorv Warren, 

. John AtjorFE. 

CALCtTTTA, 

Ti# 10 173a. 
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151. Account ok Buildixgk in 1732, 

Exirtut from Ahsirt^t of Gnerat Utter from Baijfat to tkt Court, Fort 

Wm,m. /tmwiry 16* 173J. Puragnt/iAs I07'H*9 II3. Ceatt md 

Bay Ahttrafti of Utten reakvd^ A' 

107. Having met with ico Teak Titnbeifs], shall set about 
covering the upper Roof of the Factory House, Saltee ttmhers will 
do for the lower, 

loS. The assessment on the black Inhabitants for the Townhall 
and Goal, has made them uneasy as they contributed largely to the 
Roads and Bridges, have therefore been obliged to do that this 
year at the Company's Expence. 

109. Some Places in the Wharf wanting to be secured, they 
ordered a Survey to be made, the report is entered after Consulta¬ 
tion lOth April. 

115. Shall take care that no other Expence shall accrue to the 
Company for what may be further wanted for the Townhall and 
Goal. 


152. ObSKRVATIONS by TitE COUKT ON THE BUILDINGS 

IN 1731. 

Extraei from Gtner.iil Utter from the Court to Bengal, Undon, February fik 
• 733 * Para^apht S3 anti 84. Utter Boot A'o. 22. 

413- As the Stairs and Wharf by Cuttanuttee is represented to 
be BO ncossaf)' for the Preservation of that part of the Town, We 
are glad to find they aw finish'd, though the Expence was so 
considerable, We are somewhat surpriz'd that nothing has been 
done to the Factory House, perceiving by the Consultations, that 
it was in such a bad Condition, Our late President could not reside 
in it, and bj' the Cash Book it appears that Two thousand four 
hundred Rupees were paid him for Twelve Months House Rent, 
w‘hich seems to be too great a sum, we would therefore have you 
by all means set about repairing the said Factory House, and 
make it Tenantable as sooti as possible, that our President’s 
Ordinary Residence may be there. 

84- We approve of your new Covering the Godowns, as well as 
enlarging those at Patna, and likewise your Conduct as to the 
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Embassadors House, and direct that all the Warehouses be kept 
iu constant Repair, that thereby the Goods may not be liable to 
Damage. 


[53. BuiLDitraS IK 1753. 

£r/rtK/t/ropt PuNk C«ntu/ttttioiu. Fort tfW/iVjiw, Ftbmarj 19, 

April 3Ci 7* nn4 Annuli 13, 1733- /, Voi. Vll. 

Bridget io be repaired. 

Ftbrnaty 15,—^Therc being some Bridges by Govindpoor and in 
other places blown up the last Rains, 

Orper’d that Mr. Thomas Coates Buxey repair them. 

Report of Govtndporc Voint surv^td. 

April 30.—^Thomas Greggoiy' Warren and John ^\loffe now 
brought in their Report of Govindpoor Point, 

Ordered that it be Entered after this Consultation and that a 

■* ^ 

new bank be Thrown up to Secure the Point. 

To THE HOxVOURADLE JOHW STACKHOUSlip ESQ^ 

Hoj^ourable Sir ai^d Sirs, 

PursuADt to Your HoooarablCp Orders have bceu and SuTVty^d 
(job'iudpoor Polot, and find by the Rapidity of the Ebb and Flud to have CAt a 
Breal part cf the Bank away, Its Oliif buiuWe Opinion^ That ihere is no w^y of 
Securing^ ti bai by making a bank some distance within the Old bank^ which 
may Prevent the Guokc from being canyed nvr^y in the Rains. 

We arc, 

Thou AS G. WaRREN% 
John AtLOri- 

Fout Williak, 

Tkt ^Qtk April, 1733 . 

Nm* Cafeherry to be bttili. 

May 7,—^The Old Catcheny [Jtn^id/jfr]^ which was built of all 
Bamboo and Straw and being fallen down and having Cost a great 
deal of Mony to Repair every Year^ 

Agreed that a Substantial One be built of Brick for the 
jemindars Business- and that no New One be hereafter built. 

* i.c., office. ■ ixC.p the Calctiun colteclonitc. 
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Oulgutts la be repaired, 

August 13.—There being scver^Ll Murders and Robberies 
conrmitted in the Town and the People making their Escape by 
reason of the Ontgates being out of Repair, 

Agreep that they be repair’d. 

154. Account or Buildings in 1733. 

Exltitfi front AbitTiKt of a CoMirat ttt/tr from Bengal lo tJu Court, Fort 
William^ Iktem^ -A, 171%. 76*73. Coatf and Bay Abiirm'ts 

of Letters rttehted^ AT, 79^ 

76. Haring met with proper Teak Timbers, have begun cover¬ 
ing the Factoty House, and shall take Care to have it compleatcd 
as soon as possible that the president may live in it himself. 

77. The Powder Magazine being under one of the Bastions had 
been in danger of being blown up, have therefore agreed to build a 
substantial one, in a more convenient Place for laoo Rupees. 

78. Have made a new convenient Catcheny of Brick for the 
use of the Zemindar for Rupees 1R36.1,3 the old one being unfit 
for the purpose. 

155, OiisERVArroNs by the Court on Calcutta Buildings 

IN 1731, 1733, 

Extraitj front Ge/terul Letters from tAe Court to Bengal, fmOiulon^ January 29^ 
<734 {ptira^i^As 69 asfd 70), and January 31J1735 Iptiragre^h 4S). Letter 
Book No. 33 . 

January 29 » The Factory' House has lain a long titne 

nntcnantable and the repairing it but slowly carried on, but as We 
directed last Yew that it should be made fit with all speed for our 
Pr«ident to reside in, and it appears by the 107th Paragraph You 
were supply'd with Teak and Saltee Timbers, We expect to be 
advised in your next Letters it is finish’d, that \Vc may no longer 
be charg d such an unreasonable Sum as Two thousand four 
hundred Rupees per Annum House Rent for the President. 

70. In the loSth Paragraph You tell us that you were obliged 
to repair the Roads and Bridges at our Expence, because the 
Black Merchants would have reckon'd it Oppression if any thing 
had been levied on them so soon after their Assessment to the 
Town Hall and Goal, but admitting they would, should not the 
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\Vbite Inhabitants bear a Share, and We expect that for the 
future you find out some Method to ease Us of that and all other 
Burthens, which ought to be bore by those who reside under our 
Protection* 

January 31, 1735.—45. The Factory House has been a long 
while Repairing, and as to the Powder Magazine you should have 
been more Explicit in your Advices relating thereto, and in 
particular as to the Place where it is Scituated. 

156. Account ok the Buildings in 1734, 

liftrueii frfim AbstmH af Geneml Letter /nnn Beitgat ta the Caurt. Far 
William-, Janrtsiry 14, 1735. Paragni^Lu 97, gS, and 105, Ceait and Bay 
Atitrueit, A', &>• ' 

97. Three quarters of the Factory House is new cover'd, shall 
begin uncovering the other part as soon as their Cottah’ business 
is over, the Dutch and French building at the same time has 
raised the price of all Materials. The President will reside in the 
F'actoiy' as soon as his Apartments arc finished* 

98* The white Inhabitants as well as the black were assess'd 
for the Goal and Townhall, as the Roads are of great use for 
the better Convenience of Cattle bringing provisions to the 
Markets 

105, The Courts recommending their converting Ground made 
use of for Gardens into Habitations for Weavers and other such 
useful Inhabitants, thought it for the Company's advantage to 
purchase some peices of Ground ; The vacant Spots they fill'd up 
without being at any Expence* 

157, Buildings in 1735, 

Eiirofti from Bengal Public Consultations, Fort WiiiiaiH, Wednesday., 
March sfi, Monday, September 8, and Sunday, Ftervemker 29, 1733. * 
Range A, Vol. VII. 

Buiiding ott the Hostial. 

Marth 26*,—It being necessary for one of the Doctors to reside 
at the Hospital for the Attendance of the Sick, 

*^aRE£D that We build a Couple of upper Rooms and a Shop 
for the Medicines at one of the Ends of the HospitaiL 

■ heihi, warehoiiH 
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Compwys Wharf ia bi surveyed. 

Sfpt^tnbir 8-—Some of the Company^ Wharfs having fallen in 
thro" the violence of the Freshes, occasioned by the heavy Rains, 
Ordered that two of the Board with two Earope Captains and 
Mr, Zechaiiah Gee Master of Attendance Survey the same and 
give in their Report. 

Report of Sooia Loota PmnL 

November 29.—Mr. Richard Eyre Buxey now delivered in the 
Report of Soota Eoota Point* ^ 

Ordered that it be entered after this Consultation, and that 
the Buxey repair Soota Loota Point and make use of what other 
means may be necessary for the Security of that Part of the 
Town* 

TO Tn£ HO?(OUliASLE JOMJf STACXHOUSt, ESg.* PnESinEirr, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Pumuint to ail urdcr of Councill we have Surveyed Soota locta point and 
the Whad which ia fain ^mtn and find the River above the Bttzar to have 
gained very' consideri^le ih SevciaJ places, which if not tpcedily prevented will 
be of ill cometiueisce to the Town, and hereafter be a vast Expence to 
the Honourable Coenpany lo stop iL The Wharf wm tcjo slightly built for So 
strong a Current of Water that was against it, iherelbte it is oyr humble OpEDion 
that ought to be built up again Stronger, and at ihe other Places where the 
Klver gains so vastly should be run out a Peer, or a Sloop and sonve boats sunk 
to turn the course of the water. 

We are, 

Richard Evie. Samuel FAEAXERLy^v. Francis Stewahdk 
Thomas Hurt. ^nx-itiiRiAfi Gee, Thomas Gregory Warres. 

158. Account of Buildings in 1735. 

Ejfnmfs frvm Ahitroel of Gemr&I Lel/er Jrvm Benj^ fa /jfcp CottrL Fort 
mUiam, DfLfmhr aS, 1735. Faroffra^j 7^ 7S, Z6, SIS, S9, aiui g?. 

Ceoit fHwf AMersf^i^ A”, Sa 

76. On the Company's Orders they directed the full Rent of all 
the Gardens to be taken, but the head Merchants who had been 
at great Expences to make the Roads and Drains of the Town 
think much of, as they are only pleasure Gardens, who say that 
the making of Gardens is encouraged by the Government in other 
places. 
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78. The Factory house is now finished. 

79, The powder Magazine stands in the middle of a large 
Compound containing upwards of two acres of Ground walltsd 
quite round, which Compoiind cost at first ijioo Rupees more 
than they gave for it. . . . 

86, Have ordered two upper Rooms for one of the Doctors 
and a Shop for the Medicines to be built on the Top of the 
Hospital. .... 

88. Have thought it necessary to build a Warehouse for the 
Broad Cloth upon the Store Godowns, finding it apt to damage in 
the present, agreed at the same time to have part of it separated 
for the Arms. , . . 

8g. One of the Wharfs being broken down, and the Water 
haWng gained on several Parts of the Bank, they ordered it to be 
surveyed, the Report is entered after Consultation 29th November 
when agreed that the Buxey set about securing it. 

97. It was for the Prevention of Robbers and Murderers that 
was secured the Outgates of the Town, notwithstanding which, is 
full of Robbers. 

159, The Court consider that the Repairs to the 
Factorv House should have ueen finished Last YEjVR. 

Extract jnm Cttttrai Letter Jnm the Court to Btltgal. Lenten, JattHixry 23, 
1736^ 78. 23^ 

78. You tell Us the Factoty House Js above three quarters 
Cover'd^ We were in hopes from the Thirty two thousand eight 
hundred Rupees Charg’d this last Year under that head, that it 
svas quite finish’d, having been so long about. 


i6o. Repairs in i73<5“37* 

ExtroiU from Bengal Puhltc CoitsuKatioitt, L'ort HT/Zjiiijj?, fUfrfjwniy', 
September 391, njfi, arui Afwulajf.fmuarjr 34, 1737. 

Reads and Bridges la be repaired, 

September 29, 1736.—Mr. George Mandevtle jemindar repre¬ 
senting to the Board that the unusuall heavy Rains that fell last 
Month and the beginning of this Month has so Damag'd the Waj’s 
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and blown up Several! of the Bridges in the Avenues to the Town, 
Particularly in the Roads at the Northerly End of the Town, 
that the Country People are Prevented bringing Provission, Grain 
and Merchandize usually brought to the Bazars and Marketts of 
this Town, and thereby are Obliged to Cany their Goods to the 
Adjacent Towns out of the Honourable Cotnpanys Bounds by 
which the Revenues are daily decreasing. Therefore w'e think it 
for our Honourable Masters Interest that the Roads have a 
thorough Repair and the Bridges mended. 

Ordered That the Jemindar do Immediately sett about it. . . . 

Point at the Banksaul nteds repairings 

Ja7mary 24, £737.—Mr. William Bmce now delivered in a Letter 
of Mr* ^echeriah Gee Master of Attendance to him concerning the 
necessity of Repairing the Point at the BanksauL 
ORDEpD that It be entred after this Consultation. 

To WiLLtAU Bruce, Esq,, Buxey, 

Sir, 

The Point at the Componys Banksaul Li $0 undemiiii'd that the oext 
Freshes will endanger the Coirynig it away and Drunnge the Eanksauj in such 
manner as to cost the Compajiy a gteat deal more than it will at present if not 
imely prevented by a Speedy Repair. 

We arci &c*, 

ZECHERIAH CEE, Mtiiffr AtltndaaL 
Francis Read, CmftnUt. 


i6t. Explanations from Calcutta. 

Extraei Jrem Abttmet ef General Letter frvm 3 e»^ to the Court, Fori 
William, Jarruary iq, 1737. Paragrahhi 96, loo, and loa. Coast and 
Bay Ahstraets, A', $0. 

96. The Companys 78th Paragraph and the Great Charge this 
and the preceding Year in the finishing part of the Factory House 
make them Uneasy lest it should be thought there have been some 
Impositions, all Materials very dear particularly Chunam of which 
a vast Quantity had boon us’d in that Building. 

100. Refer it to the Company whether the Factory House at 
Dacca shall be finish’d as Mr. Mandevllle propos’d 28th December, 
Mr. Cook has laid out some money on it, . . . ^ 
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102. \fr. Gee was appointed Gunner and Master Attendant as 
Mr* Harnett and others have be*n* with no Additional Charge, he 
is honest, industriDus and to be confided in, after three years 
TrjTil has acquitted himself very well, apprehend he has been 
misrepresented, if displdced^ the Stock his Post obliges him to 
keep must become a Va^t Burthen to him, besides a Ten years 
Lease of the Rope Walk* Mr* Warren a very capable Person 
they appointed Master of Arms, 

162 . The FAcroRV House finished* . 

Extract from Oct^rnI Ltf/rr from ilto Court to Fei^ruory 9, 

17^7. Pam^afiA 62, Letter BooA No^ 24* 

62. We are glad the Factory House is just finish'd, besides the 
Thirty two Ihonsand Rupees expended thereon as mentioned in 
our last Years Letter, We find on perusing the Buxeys Accounts 
Ending October 1735 a funher Sum of Twenty one Thousand 
Rupees charged to that Account, So that this has been a vet}* 
Costly Building, We hope all due care was taken by the Buxey 
(for We can find no Orders of Consultation concerning it, except¬ 
ing that of the 14th July about some Chunam refers to it, which 
was a veiy good one) to buy the Materials at the Cheapest Rates, 
and that the Workrnen loyter'd away no Time in thecariy'ing it on* 

163. CoMPANV\s Small Pinnace to be sunk. 

Ex-tractfrom Beu^ P$iS/te Coftsfittuttoux^ Fort tVit/iam, TAursita/^ 
MoreA 10, 1737. Bungr f rw, .V//- 

Mr* William Bruce Buxey, now delivered in the Report of 
Sur\'ey of the Company^ Small Pinnace* 

Order'd that she be Sunk to secure the Point which we 
think will be more advantageous to the Company than selling her 
for such a triffie as she will fetch. 

164. The Great Stukm of 1737. 

ExtraetJ from Beti^ FuiS/ie Contuttattoui. Fort IFt/tioF^ Satun/ujf 
October 15^ auii OetoSer 24, 1737* Rom^ VoL A 7 /- 

Repari of Damage d&ne by the Storm 0/ ^oth September. 

Mr. I’^homas iloore Jemindar now delivered in the Report^of 
the Towns- 

Order'd That it Lye for perusal till next Consultation day* 

1 OoUbtlesA tht pdlnt at tho banksTdl mcDtioacd La cxtxai:t 137 mbove. 
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Mr. Thomas Moore Jemitidar now deliver’d in another Report. 

Order’d That this and the other deliver'd ]a.<Tt Consultation be 
Enter’d, and that in Consideration of the great distress of the 
Poor People in the Town He forbears the Collection of the 
Revenues till he receives an Order from the Board for so doing, 
and that the Chowkeys, Catch enys be repair’d, and the 
Particular Charges laid before the Hoard. 


To THE HOROtJK4ULe JOHN STACKHOUSE, ESO, 
Hohourable Sia anh Sirs, 

The laic Violent Stonn having Inid the whole Black Towns, quite 
throughout the llunourable Comp&nys bounds, insuniuch thal hardly Twenty 
Thalcht Houses were standing the next day, and the lohabilanls losing the 
little They h-id arc render'd mcapubk of paying the Renta due to the Honour¬ 
able Company, J am apprehensive I may be blamed by my Honourable Masters 
when they perceive what a great Dinerence there must of Course be bettveen 
the Revenues of tHb mtd some late Years, Wherefore humbly leave tt to your 
Honours, &c*, Seriouj Consideration to direct me how I shall Act, being 
apprehmsivc If the Arrears should be insisted on the grealtst Number of the 
Honourable Companys Tenants will bo reduced so exceedingly low and become 
indited so much that they will by the Neccssitys be drove from the Towns by 
which not only the Article of Cnnmd keni but every other Rrancb of the 
Revenue will be greatly diminish'd till the Towns shnll be new peopled, which 
will be at least some years by which in my Humble Opinion the Honourable 
Cempany will be greater dulTerers than if their Tenanla arc excused their 
Arrears. What siiJl adds to the Calamity is that by the Violent force of the 
Wind the River over flowed so much that n great Quantity of Rice was quite 
Spoil'd so thal that Article is rose from i md. 3oirer per Rupee to i md. j seer 
and near 3,000 Inhabitants were kill'd ns great a Number of Urge Cattle 
besides Coats and Poultry destroyed. There is great damage done to the 
Honourable Cunipanys Houses tor the Out giuards of the Towns, the PtibUck 
Calche^, the CatM of the Town and several other plans the partictilars of 
which I shall lay before your Honour after a thorough Survey of the whole 
whucb [ hftve nO! bcqn able wi take. » , « 

J5rt Ociobtts S7i7- 

TAc JWww/ /Hepifrt 

Having Examined into the Damages done by the late Storm, to the several 
Buildings of the Honourable Comptmys under my care. I think it my Duty lo 
hiy the ^e before yw Honour, as the Expennt of repairing them will 
^ too large for me to venture on, withi^t an Order from the Hoard, the 
f'artvcular Damage is as follows— ’ 

Of the Eleven Chowk ey Hr^ses. fo^e Buxa^t 
t Bikarif, men from Buksar, Died for polioe 
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are entire]^ Ruincdi So that they Biust be New btillt, and four may be 
repaired 

The Three Catchenys id the Townsp and the in the are quite 

Ruined, and Cannot be repaired but mui&t he new buitL 

Of the Thirtwn Chowlcej-s for tbt lilies,* Nine m«si be entirely New, and 
fbwr infl,y be flepalred. 

The Catcherry where the Jemindar sins to hear Causesi and that for the 
Catwall want repaim^. 

Of the RIiUttock$* or Cates^ made about the Town fourteen are quite broke 
to pieces, and Eight may be McfidccL 

One of [the] Pucca Gates is greatly damag'd and the Door quite blown out 
from the Wall 

The Gate at Perrins Garden Is quite broke down and destroy’d. 

Several Bridges large aod imall for draining the Towns, arc quite deatroy^d, 
The Road by the Wharf near the Octogon in the way to Sunday Bmar, is 
almost W'ash'd away with the River. 

The Gung by Go^xopore so much damaged by the River that People who 
import Grain^ have not any place to build Goallas* for it, therefore request some 
other Convenient place may be appoinied for that Purpose, 

Two Carts broke to pieces and four Ponsways.* 

The above is ail the datnage I as yet know of or can find outy but as I have 
before said the Espence of rebuilding and repairing the above, will be very 
considerable:, 1 most beg your Honour, order about ihemt before 1 


venture on iL 

C^cccTta, 

i7rA OfiGbtr, 1737- 


TaOMAS JOSHUA MoOR^ 


16s* Sad Consequences froji the Great SroRst, 

Exfra^i /n&m ^ Liffer /rtfm /<? /Ae C^urL Fatf 

IViUiamt ji| 1737. ParagrafiAs 73 eifid 32 * Ctkui and 

AhMias^ AC Sa, 

73. The Late Hurricane greatly Damaged Godowns Old 
Buildings which must be repaired. * * . 

S2, Revenues m August and September and October much less 
than in former Years from the Common Calamity, Inhabitants in 
as low and wretched Condition by the Violent Storm so that Te- 
mitted *em part of the Airears to prevent their Deserting the 

* liL,p4iht, tsmsd fgoUnnn. ^ Gain, from BoogflJi 

* i.e., warehoustf^ 

* According lo Grictsan {Bihar Fattasi Li/e^ 43), a li a boot w-ith 1 roaad 

hotturo whieb gei» ip ibaUuw water. 
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Tottus, the Poor have rebuilt their Houses and the Zemindar is 
order'd to Collect all the usual Dutys, The Months of January to 
August this Year Exceed considerably those Months formerly. 

166. The Court asjc for a Description asi> Plan or 

THE Factory House, 

/r£>m Ow/rdf/ Jhim fAi C&nr/ A? Ijfifdirfrf J^aitMaty 6, 

17 j 8 . 14 . BiktJt A'e. 24 . 

54. We must Submit whenever Materials for Building as Chunam 
or the like are Dearer than Usual, all that We aim at, is to have 
Neighbours Fare, and the most frugal Management, as the Factory 
House wfajeh has stood Us in a great Sum is at length hriished, 
Inform us in your next particularly of its Dimensions, the Number 
of Rooms, and which of our Servants have Apartments therein, 
and what Offices are kept there for our Notice, and likewise send 
US a Correct Plan of it. 

167, The President's House bought for Warehouses. 

Exiratti fmm Fuftic Cimtuiialiifni, Fori Wiitiam^ Tkundayt 

Jufy ao, itiui Tkurtday^July a?, 173S. Rangt /., VoL XUL 

July 20.—There being an Additional Quantity of Broad Cloth 
come out on these Ships which the Import Warehouse Keeper 
Declares he has no Room for in the Factory Warehouses and the 
Export Warehouse keeper acquainting the Board that he hath been 
greatly in want of Godowns ever since the Encrease of the Invest¬ 
ment and now more immediately wants them for the Reception of 
those Bales arrived from Cossimbuair which are forced to lay in 
the \'iranda's the Cottah being also SO full That he cannot open 
it for the Necessary Prizing of Goods 

Ordered That the Two Warehouse Keepers do Enquire about 
the Towns if any Convenient Warehouses can be hired for this 
purpose and Report the same to the Hoard. 

27, ^The Warehouse Keepers now reported to the Board 
that they cannot meet with any Godowns in the Town to be let 
that arc fit for the Reception of the Honourable Companys Goods 
either for the Broad Cloth or the Bales. 

The President upon this made a tender of his house contiguous 
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to the Fort Laying between the Honourable Company’s BanksaU 
and the Fort for both which there is a gr^t want of Ground 
insomuch that no Godow-ns could be built within that FJace But 
this house besides the advantagious situation hath a f 

ver>' convenient Godowns belonging to it and he is Willing to 
part with it at the Prime Gost Sixteen Thousand three Hundred 
Seventy three Rupees (iS Rupees, 37 J)t lOtho* it Stands him in 
mueb more by several Additions made to it^ 

It was unanimously Agreed by the Board that so m^ny Con- 
wniences as are there and w'hich will be all wanted for t e 
Honourable Companys use cannot be built (were there a proper 
place to do it in) for any thing near that Money and that Conse¬ 
quently this Purchase will be more for their Interest than to Build 
new Godowns besides tbc inconvenience now attending the great 
want of proper Warehouses 

Acxeed Therefore that We do purchase this House Warehoo^ 
and All the Appurtenances belonging to it for the Honourable 
Companys Use at the Price it is Offered at And that the President 
do Pay himself the Amount thereof Sixteen Thousand thr^ 
hundred Seventy Thre^ Rupees (Rupees 16,373) 

Honourable Companys Cash^ 


t68. Observations isv the Court on the Great Storm. 

Air™-/ /rfi/H GeiumI LrH^r/tvm the Court to Bengid. London, Dcitmhtr 13, 
t7j8. ^ tiftd 24^ 

80. For the Reasons mentioned in the 82nd Paragraph We 
cannot but approve of Relieving the Inhabitants of their Suffenng 
by the Storm, the Loss of their Dwellings and great part o t eir 
Substance, in forbearing to Collect the Revenues of the pi^r 
People in the Town for some time, which in Consultation the 
24th October the jeinindar was order'd to refrain till h® , 

an Order from the Board to the contrary, We are told in^t e ^ 
Paragraph that the Poor labouring People had rebuilt t eir 
Houses, and the Jemindar was again order'd to Collect " ^ ® 
usual Dutys, but We can find no Order Enter'd upon Consu tation 
for the same, O'n Entting the Accounts of our Revenues for i^e 
Months of August, September and October in Consultation t e 
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Decejtibcr it is ssid ind$ 4 d an Order of Council made for 
the Jemindar to Excuse them for three Months, which We can 
by no means reconcile with the Entrj^ of the a4th October, and 
there b No other. 

8i. Our Warehouses and other Buildings must doubtless have 
suffered in the Hurricane, repairing them was absolutely Ee^^uislt, 
you inusl always remember to keep every thing in good Order and 
Condition, We ChearfuJly acquiesce in lajing out our Money for 
such necessary* Purposes provided the due CEconomy is Used, and 
the Work well performed, whenever any Decay is perceiv'd, don’t 
suffer It to run on, but immediately order the proper Workmen to 
repair it vnth the best and lasting Materials, 


169, Further Account of the Sai> Effects or the Great 

Storm, 

i>f Gtntwai Utter from Bengal is the Cemri, Fort 
\Utham. January 2ft ,73fti Paragraph 7S-U. C^t and Bny Ahtn^U 
o/iMim Sa 

, Annual Expences exceeded some years ago particu¬ 

larly Ch^ges Merchandize which were occasion’d by the Storm. 
76. Which Levelled most of the Walls in the Town, shattered 
many of the Buildings and blew up the Bridees 

S’ wif “>«" --tWL ay Jo of 

the Wharfs Slips and Stairs, the Places most Damnified arc the 

wT Wharf, Wharf and Slips at Soota Loota, 

\\ alls round the burying place and jxiwder magazine and the 
flkctorj Points, Church steeple was overthrown. 

DefeSd*h!!h 

Deferred hitherto by Chunams Deazness and Scarcity. 

,J^A » Famine that raged all 

round tho C«o„oj. ^ par, of ,ho Year, »ere oMigod t^forbid 
.ho txpottatioa of R.^ .he sth June, a^hich affeiled Pri™.e 

l!Sf RicT' ■’“<1 Ship. laden 

iJuih**!'' off^ Du.}- on all rice hroughl into the Town 
Iho I2lh June. Hughicy Government had done the Same Rico 

cJlemu*'”"’ ”■ •' I--™., nf 
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WBS bought on the Companys Account DalivOfing it out in 
small Qnantitys at tha Buzar Rate, when Kice grew Cheap asaiu, 
the Duty was Levied as formerly and Madrass was supplied wth 
a large Quantity. 

yg. Revenues were naturally Decreased hereby and the Im¬ 
poverished Tenants were Indulged with Time to Pay their Rents, 
but when the fiamine was over revenues arose as Usual. 

81. The Presidents house and Warehouse purchased the 27!^ 
June are veiy Useful and as cheap as any that could have been 

Buill. . » j 

82. The Plan of the Factory with that Purchase is Enclosed 

they arc Contiguous. 

170, Buildings jn i 739 ‘ 

Bxtmeft from Pu&lU CoiuuHatigifs, Fort iV/ftnn, Monday, Mitrefi 19, 

Monday, Jitiy a, and Twiday, AuptH 14. 1739* 

Swrrsty efihe Cotlah irai'fJiiwsdS ordtred. 

March 19.—The Honourable Companys Cottah and Ware¬ 
houses being very' much out of Repair and the Beams de^yed, 
Ordered That Mr. Thomas Gregory Warren Gunner with John 
Oliffe Surv'eyor of the Buildings Do Survey them and Report to 
the Board in what Condition they arc and what may be wanting 
to Repair them Fully. 

Mr. Warren's Rtpttri of the Cattah. 

July 2.—Mr. Thomas Gregory Warren Gunner brought in his 
Report of the Cottah according to Order of Council the 19th 
March past. 

Ordered that it be Entered after this Consultation, 

Ordered That the Buxie do purchase the Timbers necessary 
for Repairing the Cotta and Warehouses as Cheap as he can and 
that he do provide all other Materials wanted. 

To THR HOHOUCtAliLE THOKAS nR,4DUVLL, ESO., PRESlOENt ASO 

Governour, &c"i Council at Fort William. 

HOnourahle Sir and StRS, 

l^oreuiHit to your Htrttour, fic*. Ofdtn of the igtb March past We have 
now Surveyed the Honourable Company* Cottnh which we were not 
Effect before least We might Endanger the Goods byiag ihereiti by the Fall 
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J TT ^ t '' ® ^'""^< 1 ' Sx^-eyed each Beam »id 

Find them all very itiuen at the Eads and am tnist worihj- any whm Thev 
ml] want Fully to Repair the Same ^ ^ 

40 Beams at least 31 F«t lonjf each 
8 Do. „ JSFwtDo. 

2* I>o. „ 26 Feet Doi 

17 Do- ^ ti Feet Du, 

ja Da „ 15 Uq^ 

44 Da „ Si Feet Do. 

I* 

Warehouses, Ifec*. which Yotir Honour, ordered a Suney 
open we have not been able to perimm as they ai^ not Clear ^d h 

-««»».»^ ,h. Hii £ c»d, s .bJ; 

We are, mih all due Respect, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

\ our most Obedient humble Servants, 

rHQMAfi GkEGORV WaRRF.N, CfintUT. 
Fom Wtu.iAM, AuJIFE. 

TfasjiA/juir, t7j5 

Bo2itif5 ordtftd /o bt ttpaxTtdt 

nHalsey Zemitidar acquaints the Board 
that the Several Bazars and Market places not bamg been Re- 

or t esc three Years past are so much out of Order that 
convemcntly come to their Stalls ^th Provisions 
_d Other necrasarj-s for the Town which if not duly taken care 

ATaErit ^tlr^" the Honourable Companys Lenues 

«nH f * H do See them Repaired forthwith 

and to do it with all possible Frugality. 

t^i. CHARtTv School and Hospital used as Warehouses. 

tiu C^rt F^t 

lit The clunV*”!! w®" ^torm are repaired. 

^ ^ Warehouse repaired as iramediiely neces¬ 

sary, shaU now go on, must Build some New Ones nr,t^b ■ 
yoom Used the Charity School and Hospitd ^ 

ii&. A Fire entirely Consumed Patna factory in March with 
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Broad Cloth Godowns and ^f^■ Coles own Apartment Loss 

Entered jotb April. 

137. Bailasore ordered to Erect a House at Bulram Gurry * and 
Flag Staff as a Land Mark. 

13S. Cossimbn^ar permitted on Request to Enlarge Godo^vns 
for Winding Silk and other purposes, 

i3g. Bazars so decayed people were prwented bringing pro¬ 
visions to Market, so ordered 'em to be repaired frugally, 

140, A gtainerj' of 20,000 Maund Rice laid in 26 March for 
Emergencys, having had no occasion for it ordered the Sale 
ijth October. 

172, Further OBSERVATtoNs bv the Court ox the 
Consequences of the Great Storm. 

•Extraeis from Gtntral L£Htri from the Coitri to Bettgal, J-ondoit^ Marth 21 , 
1740, Ptirttgroph j8, emd Ft^maiy j, r74L Ptiragrapht 71 viJ 72* 
iMUr Book No* 2 ;. 

58. March 21, 1740.—Ill reply to the Account laid before Us of 
the Damage that 011 r several Buildings sustained by the Storm 
Anno 1737, We shall only refer to the Sist Paragraph of Our 
Letter by the Richmond, all our WarehouscSr Wharfs and other 
Parts of our Dead Stock must constantly be kept in good Repair, 
We shall grunge no Expence so necessaiy, provided that you lay 
out our Money in a frugal manner, and see that We are not abused 
either in the Price or Quality of the Materials, and the Day 
Labourers do not loj^er away their time, the Repairs being 
Delayed for above a Year till the i 8 th January 173®* 39 ^ 
mentioned in the y&th Paragraph and the Consultation Entry of 
the said i8th January was wrong management, unless Chunam 
was Excessive Scarce and Dear, as its Cost is but a small part of the 
Charge, and every thing grows worse and worse where Repairs are 
postponed. Your Assurance that we may depend the ^Vo^k shall 
be done in a frugal and secure manner must be complied with and 
made good, 

71. February 3, 1741.—The Streights You were drove to for 
Warehouse room Obliging You to make Use of the Charity 
School and Hospital to Lodge our Goods, convince Us of the 

' PrrlMFSf^Ai, fort, 
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Necessity for New Biiildings* You did well in Setting about them* 
ELud Kcpairing those that were fallen to Decay^ You Inform Us 
the Buxie was Ordered to Provide the proper Materials, bat when 
Timber or any other Article which amounts to a Considerable 
Sum arc wanted, the Matter should not wholly be Left to One 
Man. but after a due Enquiry by him or other proper Judges, 
Contracts should be made by the whole Board* in the Buxie^s 
Account for the Month of September Three hundred Teak Timbers 
are Charged at Tw'enty Madrass Rupees eachp amounting to Six: 
thousand sis hundred Rupees, which should have been Surveyed* 
and a Report been made to the Board before they were purchased» 
72* We entirely Approve of Erecting a New Land Mark at 
Bulram Gurry, with a House to Lodge Necessarys for the Sloops, 
on the old one at Moanna being Buried by Sajid Banks. We shall 
never Grudge the Cost on such Occasions whenever the Safety of 
Our Estate requires it- 


173. New Godown^s to be begun. 

a/ Gemrai La//^/ram A? Mi OrurA Fori 

Uiiham /anu^try 3, 1741, Par^tgr^iph I26. 137^ Hh iJJ, 

Ci>ajf attii Eajr A&itrmis, JC Sa. 


126. Have Finish d the Cotta and Import Warehouse in the 
l^est manner and shall set about the New Godovims, 

127, Soldiers Barracks at Cossimbuzar damaged by a Fire. 
Teak Timbers Sent. 


131. The house at Bulram Guny is finished and is a Good 
Liind Mark, 


133 - Revenues are a small matter more than last Year. 
135. Ground Rents are difficult to Collect—Tenants poor. 


74. IXSTRUCTIONS FKOM THE COURT TOUClIVN'G FORTlFICA- 
TIOJJS IN' J741. 

F.^tr«<t/r^m UU^rfr^m tkt C^urt ^ 

Piira^aph i. Liiier Bl>Qk Nq^ 2|, 

XT no w Consequence Ensued, to Us on the 

Nabob being slam in Battle,^ however as affairs in the Mogul 
Empire are in a very precarious Situation, We would have our 

I In 1740 swfarli Rita bad been eVflrfhwM and kiilnd ia oelton hj Alahwildl 
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several Seitlements, be put and kept in the best Posture of 
Defence, for We shall chearfully allow any charge requisit for the 
Security of Our Property, 

175, Account of Buildings in 1741. 

Erinui Jjitm Abitrofl e/ GrnenU tititr from Bengal Ip the Cpurt. Fprt 
Witliam, December n, 1741- Paragraphs 143-151. Ceasi and Bay 
Absiraefs Pj Lt tie rs received^ A' 3 a 

148. Keiv Warehouses are begun, a Plan shall be sent when 
compleated. 

149. Timbers v,'ere regularly Surveyed before the purchase in 
Council. 

150. Some further Work done to the House at BuJram Gurtj' 
all is now finished, 

151. A violent Storm greatly Damaged the factory House at 
Ballasore, ordered it to be repaired, 

176. Instructions from the Court touching Fortifica¬ 
tions IN 1742, 

Extracts from General Letters fivin the Court to Bengal. Ijtssdan, January 27, 
Paragraph J*, and AtarcA aS, 1742, Paragraph 3, Letter Bo^No. 25. 

January 27. — We observe that the Repairs of the Cottah and 
Import Warehouse are finished, and a Plan was laid before you 
in February for some New Godowns that were necessary, We 
chearfully acquiesce therein, provided the Materials are bought at 
the best hand, the Work is substantially performed, and the 
Labourers are not Sufered to lo)'tcr away their Time, 

March 26.—Major Knipe’ and other Military' Officers whom We 
have entertairted in our Service on the Fort Saint George Estab¬ 
lishment take Passage on this Ship,® for whom you must procure 
at our Charge as speedy a Coove^’ance thither as po^ible, but in 
case their stay should be any time. You will do well to consult 
with the Major on the State of our Fortifications at your Place, 
and transmit his Sentiments to Us, 

^ I liilve jiedjida«d Ibe mAtiiuctipl wmy iJi the EngHih Office, Fetter 

Lane, but canoDi certainly trace Major Knipe, The army Ust of 17091 gi^ta ' Charles 
Knipe, Ensign, April 1706/ Bud the ll*t of 1736 * Captain Knype, in Colonel 

Long't Regicneni of Foot, appointed January 25, 

* The 
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177. OK^rE*s Account of the Maratha Ditch.' 

Ertritet from MaitrittJf for' Bmgtil History' Qrme CoHeetton, O. t'., 

VoL LXVl^p.tt. 

In the year 1742, the Indian inhabitants of the Colony requested 
and obtained {jermission to dig a ditch at their own exj^ence 
round the Company’s bounds from the northern part of Soota- 
nutty, to the southern part of Govindpore. This work would 
extend seven miles, whilst the force to defend it did not 
exceed 300 Europeans and 500 Indians. In six months, three 
miles of this fortification were finished: when the inhabitants 
seeing that no Morattoes had ever been on the western side of 
the river within sixty miles of Calcutta, and that Allaverdy 
exerted himself vigorously to prevent their incursions into the 
Island of Cossimbuaar, discontinued the work, which from the 
occasion, was called the Morattoe ditch. 

173, Measures taken for the Securitv of Calcutta 

IN 1743, 

Extraetr from Bmgai Puhtk Consultations. Fori mttiarn, Afrii 

and 37, May 37, Junt 25. /»// K 3 . '2, 33, and August 1, [743. 

Rangt Voi. XV. ^ ^ 

Cakittia Ordered to be made Defensible. 

Tuesday, April 20, 1742.—From the repeated Advices our Mer¬ 
chants have received from Eudwan Kadnagore and other Places 
of the Morattoes near approach to this Country which being con- 
firmed to us by the above Letter from Cossimbuzar [from Sir 
Francis Russell dated the i6th Instant] Wc think it Necessary 
to take some Steps for the Defence and Security of this Place 
therefore ' 

Town lo be st/nu^'eJ. 

Orpekep That Captain Commandant William Holcombe 
Captain John Lloyd and Captain Edward Frederick Reade Gunner 
taking with them John Allifee' SuTAeyer of the Works Do go 

a«s=a>r wiih tbe ufnfpoDdiag passage m Orme's H-Vr is tm/eU4M, 
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Round the To^to and take a particulax and Carefull Survey of the 
same Giving us their Opinion in Writing wher and in what 
Manner the Several Avenues to Calcutta may be defensible in 
case of the approach of an Enemy and to Report the same as 
Soon as they possibly can. 

Ripert of ike Towfi. 

Tbimday, Apnt 22*—Captain Commandant William Holcombe 
&c^ Gentlemen Ordered for that Service delivered in their Report 
of the Town and what is Necessary to be done for the Defence of 
it pursuant to Order of Council the 20th Instant* 

Rcsobdims for farii/ying Cakutia. 

Advices from all Parts still Confirming the News of the 
Morattoes Near Approach to the Nabobs Army Therefore and 
that \Ve may lose no time in Making the Place as Defensible as 
possible. 

OaonitED That the Several Batterys be Raised the Ditches 
made the Gates Walld up and other Works done for the Defence 
and Security of the Town as are mentioned to be immediately 
Necessarj^ in the Report delivered in by Captain Commandant 
William Holcombe 

Ordered that ail such Gun Carriages as may want it be 
immedeately Repaired and put in order and New' Ones made 
w'here the same may be required. 

Ordered That the Gunner do Employ as many People as he 
can in Making a Sufficient Store of Gunpowder for Service with 
all other kind of Ammunition Nece5sarj\ 

As We find on the List of Military Stores but a verj' small 
Number of Small Arms^ 

Ordered that the Master of Arms do look out for such good 
Sm all Arms as are to be purchased in the Town and that a suffix 
cient Number be proved and bought up for the Companys Use on 
this Occasion on the best terms we can* 

BwjrfV io provide Workmen ond Cm/q^s. 

Ordered that the Hu?£ie do provide a sufficient Number of 
proper Workmen Cooleys for the Necessary Repairs and 
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Service tlicit Qre to bte insicie thst the Elxtreordin^i^ £^penco5 
arising on this occasion be kept by him under the bead of Ex- 
pcnces Fortifying the Town of Calcutta. . , . 


Ct>py of Captain Crnmnandaiit William Holcom bes Riport. 

To THE HONOURAItLE THOM.VS US.VDDVLW, Esg., PRESIIIEHT AND 
COVEKNOVR, &c*, CotrsetL AT Fort WiLu.vif. 

Honourable Sir and Sirss 

Pursuant to your Ord«r We have been Round the Town and taken a 
Survey of ibe Avenues and Passesinto it which art so hfutnerous that We appre¬ 
hend It requiiiH a much Supcrlour Force, properly to Defend them than can be 
Raisd at prewni Honcver we have retnarked die foUowing places of most im- 
portance and what may bcmwi accessary lo be done at this jntjcturt* Viji 
To Make a Battciy at Seals [Seths?] Garden* consisiinjf of Sia Guns Four of 
which to face the Road toward* Pennings [f Perrins] And twr) to Ffank the 
Avenue tciw^rds the Wiitter side^^ 

A Itattery offotir Guns 4 Little on this side the OetagDn.* 

A Ilattery of three tiuns at Mr. jacksons Gaut [ghiHY 
A Batteiy of three Gun* opposite to the Gaol,* All the Pas«S into that Road 


* la .he King'. U^ry in the BrilUh Mornun. there i* a collection of a™ and 

The Adjacent GocnC ^ by F^i '"i'ulhn*" T 

» Plmumabty the Scth'l garden is ibe ,?m« B^ri Bag Q o fort Adri J.1J ► 
hou^^arden, of .he Hri.dt Mn.nm pLu,. and .be U 

t*" 

battery of !he/»rt Hfi dry land. 1, ), ,|i^lqd « whnlTl "St 

?SiSS;o;:Str“" -«ds 

* Theociagon wos at Sdtaast. Point ; htace this batim must hntw w., i-..t 

■'" “■ -s.i.b 

» JaeksonsgWflsinarked in apian of 'Calcotia town raosiof^h.. ■,... .. 
by the EugUsh, as m ^ the Orme Collneiioa. in 4 e India S 

This fixes the poeitlun of the third batmrv whirl! - L , *' 

in the Bcidsfa Museum phui or in Orme's plnns ' ^ ' ““S . 1 * act girtn either 

* The Jail was in Lfil Btiir, where ihii h«Utfy is niaced ‘ 

Museuiu plan and In Otme'i two plan*. thT^tish vr” ^ 

Uatarie dc Lai P^ear. “ntiali hlijsetun plan its namn is 
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into the Tori'll to be Siopt up with ^Itid Walls and Ditchts- before them AS also 
a Ditch before each Batiery^ 

All the Gates m to the Black To™ to be Wdkl up. 

A Battery of three Guns In the Road ibai comes fiom Gol^-atit [Ghdgha^] to 
be made at the Lane that comes down by Captain jackscrais house,^ 

A Batter)’ of four Guns three of which to lacc the Road by Captain Uoyd^s 
house and One to Flank the Avenue down toivurda the Walter side.* 

A Battery of two Guns opposite to Mr, Margass' house Near the Rice Golahs^ 
and all the by alleys thereabouts ta be stopped up with Mtid W^alts and in case 
of an aiarm w’e think it Necessary that the Bridges^ by Capt- Pcianei's and Capt 
Reades houses be then Broken ilewn. 

The above Is the Result of our Sentiments which We olfcr to your Honours 
&c” consideration and axe with jrreat respect, 

Honourable Sir and Sits, 

Vour most Obedient Humble Sen'ant&r 

WlLLtAM HOLCO^IUK. 
John Lix>v'o,. 

CacccittAp E. F* Rkadk. 

TAf 2 iM 4 Afrii^ 1743. 

A n Engme^fr enkrtaifud^ 

Saturday^ Apri! 24* — There being one Captain Robert Leonard 
come from Madrass who we hear was very Serviceable raising the 
new Fortifications there on the Mocattoes Approach ^ 

Agreed That he be Entertained for the present occasion and 
that he have a Suitabte Reward for his trouble^ 

* This cdust be the batttry which wc Me in tho British ^[useum plan a little to 
the south of the Erst battery. It ii who shown Ln both of Ornie's plani. Injbe 
Britbh Museum plan its name h IkUAriD Zora Sako—le,, battery/ortf (fcarl) 

the ballrry of the h^fi bridge- It is placed at what Is cow the junclton of the 
Chitpur Road with Hatn Snrkar's Str«el^ near Lila Biba'e below the JOfl- 

allcci Foticfl Station. Oho^Hlt is uot known lu modtnn Calcutta. Captiuu Jackson,. 
] think, must havo been a diaentdt person from the ^fr. Jackson after whom the 
jfbif was narned. 

^ This la the battery which we see in tho Brititb Moaeum plan south of the fort, 
and the bttrying.ground in the creek near the river. It is here aaiacd Balaric Cap 
Lgid (the/ looks very like a/ji It is also ahown in both of Onnc'a planar It stood 
at what is now the junction of GovEmiticnt Plnce with Raplanadc Road Weat, at 
the Comer of Hie Tre^ary Buildings. Go^Wiment Pladta Ul the fold by Captain 
Lloyd'a* 

* Thti must be the remaiatag battery at the end of the creek whkb we Me both La 
the Bridsb Musenoi plan and In Orme^s two plans. In the Dridah Museum plan it 
is tailed Batari Nlmnchar sa ma (the r looks very Uke an n). It stood in what b now 
Beniiack Sueet, at iti janetton with Britiib India Street. 

■* Tho bridges over the creek sooth of the burying-ground. 
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Hiver to be surveyed, 

Okdered that the Master Attendant do take with him two of 
the HocLOUrabJe ComjM.nys Sloops with such of the Pybts Masters 
and others m the River Service as may be necessaij- and with 
them proceed up the River as high as Chandemagore Sounding 
all the way and Making proper Remarks of the Channels Sands 
Shonls &c* therein That in Case it should be found Necessary 
hereafter to send any Vessel up to oppose an Enemy in Crossing 
the River He and (hey may be perfect Masters of the Channel. 


Nicholas Jackson's {Master Attendant) Neport 0/ the liiver. 

To THJt Honourablk Thoua-S BRAtwvLL, Esrj., President apto 
Governour, Ac', Council at Fort VViLLrAM. 

Honourable sir and Sirs, 

Order afihe rr^ideal, Ac', bearing daw the 

. 4 lh Jaiiant 1 wciu up ibc River 1*0 of ihc Compdrys SlooJ and one 
^vnte or. fthc th.Tt wert op at CnJcuitn being on repair) and took wid, 
what IVots a*d Maslent «ere aocesaaiy for sounding up as high aa Chander- 
n^orjn «« there should be occasion here after to i^end any Vessel]* up in 
order to op^ an ^emy eroMing the River bettveen here tmd the above 
mentmtied Pl 4 «Twd found the^ River to be very navigabfo al( the way up only 
allowing go^ Births to the Foinis as we passed them Rspecjally the wint 
^poiite la Pemung*! Carden at least two thirds of a Cabl^eni^h fraiTthe 

fh^We^tl h dian it Keeping 

be W estern Shore well on Board untill at least one Mile above the Town Ly 

^eu pass with Sloops or other Vessels at almost any time of tide witbotJ 

danger Excepting at Cham«k rchanak]* where there Is a Bank of SZl 

*^'o!''^rik at least half River over or more But 

S^^ter o^^r!! S «o the Easter Shore .here is « least five Faliictn at low 
\Vattcr oa^e Spnnga but being so narrow Ships in guing up or coming down 
are often obliged ,0 Anchor there until near ,wo thirds flood to pa« it li.lmut 
a leading Gale and which I judge to be the mo*, likely place in he i « 

1 am, Honourable Sir and Sir*^ 

Vonr most obedient humble Servant, 

,„s. 

1 tkI t . * 1 “*! north of CaJeutti 

It was the 
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Considerations m forHfying the Town. 

Thursday, May zy .—The Honourable Company having in the 
Sth Paragraph of this Letter^ directed that their Several Settle¬ 
ments be put and kept in the best posture of Defence for the 
Security of their Property as affairs in the Mogul Empire are in a 
verj^ precarious Situationt 

Resolvep that we write to the Gentlemen at Patna and dedre 
they will prevail on Mr Forresty* to come down hither from thence 
as we look upon him to be an able Enginier and that he be em- 
ployd to form a Plan and Estimate of what may be necessary to 
bo done also that he be assured of all fitting Encouragement for 
his trouble herein* 

O RUE REP that the Buxie do begin to provide a quantity of 
Bricks and Chunam to be in teadinesfp 

Ordered that a Stop be put to the Works carr^ang on for the 
present defence of the Tou n* 

A/r. Forrcsiie's Depariuri to be haskned. 

Fridayj June 55.—If Mr. FotfEStie be not set out before we 
desire he may come away directly That with hfsand what other 
/VssLstence we can Get we may put this place into a posture of 
Defence** 

Town to be surveyed itgain, 

Thursday, July i. —Ordered That Captain Commandant 
William Holcombe Captain John Lloyd and Captain Ed%vard 
Frederick Reade Gunner taking with them such other Persons as 
they shall think proper Do take a new Survey of the Town as 
Soon as possible and Report to us in Writing the Condition the 
same is lu with what further may be Necessary to be done for its 
immediate Defence. 

Ordered That the Extra ordinar}' Number of Buxeerties dis¬ 
charged as per Consultation the 17th ultimo be reentertained to 

* OerteniJ Ij&xtci from the Canri to Eungat, July ^9* ^74^ i*® tstmcl 174 abo'-'e). 

^ The joint with Olllrf*, or OhSt, of the two fiaxliedt titant ptoai of 

CdcQtlPL now In the Mumuih, vit., * Fhm of Calcutta and the Adjaceni 

Coontry, 174a* (K 113, 40)* and 'Flan of Caleuna, 1742*' alwwin^ the palUadea 
(K. 115,41}, 

^ Iq answer to a letter from Faina promising to fiend down Mr. Forrestio. 

II 
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Man the out piards of the Town and that the three Pauncesoys 
Then also discharged be Employed in the Service again on the 
River for InteUigetice. 

Okd£K1£Ii That the Catcuita Sloop be Mannd and Armd and 
that Mr, Alexander Wood do repair on board said Sloop and 
caiT>' her up to Perrins Gardens off which Place he is to lay to 
prevent any Party of the Morattoes from Crossing the River there 
abouts and to give us the most iiiuely notice should such an 
attempt be made. 


Report of the 

Saturdayj July 3-—Captain Commandant William Holcombe 
&c* Gentlemen appointed to that Service laid before the Board 
Their Report of the Town and the Works Necessary' to be done 
for it^5 immediate defence pursuant to Order of Council the rst 
Instant. 

Ordered That it be Entered after this Consultation. . * * 

Cojpy of Captain Hdcmibe*$ Report. 

The Honour aisle Thom ah BRAonvm Eso^, Presioent Cover f^ouR^ 
&c*« CouwcjL AT Fort William. 

Honour A ISLE Sir and Sirs, 

Punuant I* yotit orders wt have b«a rquad the Town and took with 
qs Mr. Bartholomew Plaistcd. Wc gave our opinion ihe la^t time Wc were 
directed un a SiirvEv by yoor HoaDur, That Seven Batteiys wT»re teqtimte 
at that Juncture for securing die Passes into the Town and Many Walls 
and Diirhi-i to be Made in the Narrow Passes which Batier^-s three only are 
aaished and two other began All of which wc are of opinion ought to be com¬ 
pleted We should not have ihouglit before df making a Battery at Uie Scats 
Garden which b at 4® grot a dialance But that Wc apprehended it was the 
Interest of our HonDurable >.1 alters and your Hotidur, Sc', inteutioiis That 
their McrchaJiti anid Tenants nfighihave all the Assistance in our power or at 
Ecsuit the Appearance of it which might make them Easie i*iih their Gouda and 
Effects in their bouses and had the Battcrys been kept in nanower Bounds 
They in ail prabahiltiy would ha^^e thought themselves and Effects Neglected 
In Reality the Batter> si at the Seats Garden wijl be of UtiJe use unless there arc 
three if not four others made in the Road from the Gaol to that Piace^ wMdi wc 
imagine may present small Partys from Gcttiag into llial part of the To a n and 
without whkh by Fifty men only I t may be fdundcred and Burnt. And as those 

* f^balli, in the present Chiipur Rood. 


* The first piad fifth battcrlet, 
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lUncry^s Will be m Coniiiiaiid of one anolher It one of them shguld be Strongly 
Atucked Thill they who Defend ihttn may be obliged w give away Their Busi^ 
ness will be lo Nail tip those Gijus and Retreat to the Xent Battery This is 
the Mclfiiod We think Netessaiy to be taken for the better Security of your 
Merchant houses and in case you think RctufotcemenEs can be got from the 
Europe Ships, defend these Balttrys—tf not a Smalkr Compass may be 

belter secured by the Small Number of Military^ and Plhers in Calcutta, 

We arc witli the greatest respect. Honourable Sir and Sir^i, 

Your Most Obedient Humble Scr^aniif 

WlLWAM KDIjCOMEE:, 
JOHSt Lloy'd, 

F. F, Kkade, 

Calcutta, 

T^i: jrJ /H/y, 15-42, 

Vibatc on the Report of tlw Tottu, 

On a Debate about the proper method for rendering the To%vn 
defensible in the present Exigency— 

Mr, \VABtrA^^ Brooke is of Opinion that were the Batter^^s or 
other Works thought Necessary' to be done Reduced to a narrower 
Compass than Mentioned in the Report it would be better. 

Mh, John Halsey is of Opinion It will be impossible to De¬ 
fend so large an Extent as proposed by the present Scheme and 
that the most likely method to Secure the Effects of the Honour¬ 
able Company well as the Merchants and their Effects would 
be to reduce the Fortifications to a narrower Compass- 

Mr* WiLLiA^f Harwell says that the present Conjuncture not 
admitting regular Fortifications the Place ought to be made De¬ 
fensible in such a Manner as may Make the Merchants and In¬ 
habitants Easie and Salisfyed- 

Mr. William Davis is of Opinion that making the Works 
proposed in the Report for the present, will be highly usefult and 
ate Necessarj' At the same time he approves of a narrower Com¬ 
pass being Fortify'd That if we should be disappointed of the 
Assistence we may reasonably expect from the Europe Ships and 
other %^essells Expected to arrive at this Port We may then 
ret ire to the lesser Compass But it is also his opinion that the 
larger Circle ought to be maintained if possible. 

Mr. John Forster is of opinion that the Securing a narrower 
Compass is the most Eligible But as Some of the other Works 

11 —2 


i 64 Otl? hORT lVlLLIA:^i IN BENGAL [i?42 

are already Finished he thinks it best to go on with them agree¬ 
able to the Report and unttll a more regular Fortification ca.n be 
made. 

The President h of the same Opinion with ^[r, William 
Davis As the Majority of the Board are for canning on and 
Finishing the Work Mention^ in the Report for the Present 
defence of the Town Resolved that they be canynd on and 
Finished accordingly agreeable to the Tenonrof said Report. 

Fori to fctf 

ORDHfLED That Captain Commandant William Holcombe 
Captain John Uoyd and Captain Edward Frederick Reade do 
take a Survey of the Fort and do Report to the Board in writing 
as soon as they can the Condition thereof mth what they may 
think necessarj" to be done for It’s further and better Defence and 
Security* . , , 

Report of Fori William. 

^fo7iday, Jidy 12 .—Captain Commandant William Holcombe 
and the other Gentlemen appointed to that Seiv'ice laid before the 
Board their Report of Fort William pursuant to order of Council 
the 3rd Instant. 

Ordered That it be Entered after this Consultation. . * * 

Copy 0/ Caplaiu Hokombe^A Repori* 

To THE Honourable Thomas Braduyll, Esq., Presidekt amd 
GoVERSfOUR, COVKCtL At FORT WILLIAM. 

Honourable Sir anu Sirs» 

PtirsuaiU TO the order of your hunour, flic*. We hare taken a Survey of 
ihe Fort and ofeMAx wme Irtiegnlarityi which will tak^ up great iItrc in ahering 
and whids we do wt partlculnriite as VVe luidmcnad your Hwioliri d:c^, have 
wrote to the Woratiipfull HumfTresi'fts Cole, Esq*, Ac*, Cmmci] at Patna lo send 
djcmm^Tr* Forrestie Wliat We Apprehend h iinmcdiatcLy Necessary L; to have 
a Paiapel boiU itMind tfec Fort Wall and likewise on the New Gudovs and 
Swivri Cuma ftxl on tfte Paiapet at proper disiancu. 

We are with Respect, Hcnouiable Sir and SirS| 

^'our most obedient humble Scr\'ai^t% 

\Vm. HOlcomre^ 
John Llov^d, 

Calcctta, £. R^AUIL 

TAf iDihjMly, 1743 
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luirope Ship tiew tnoor'd of P-firifii, 

Thursday, Jtdy 32,—Captain John Petre representing to the 
Board that the Ebb Tide and Freshes are so very Rapid where 
his Ship is Moord at Perrins that he does not think it Safe for her 
to Ride there without better Moorings besides the continue 
fatigue it is to his Men being obliged to New Moor the Ship 

every Tide. ^ 

Mr. Jackson Master Attendant and his Assistant Mr. Wood 
being calld in were asked their Opinions what was neoe^aiy to be 
done in this Case or if there was not some more convenient Place 
that way for her to Ride in and where the Ship may be of equal 
Service. 

They Say that there is no place so convenient as where the 
Tygris lays to prevent the approach of an Enemy and that the 
most proper method for her to Ride Secure Is to lay the Honour¬ 
able Companys Mooring Anchor down there with one or more of 
the Chains as May be found Necessary to Ride her against the 
Ebb wnth which they imagine She wll be Safe. 

Ordered That the Mooring Anchor be Stockt and prepared 
accordingly and that the Chains be examined and put into order 
as Soon as possible on this occasion^ - * - 


Mr. Forr^li^ io survey the Town. 

Tuesday^ August 3-—Forrestie being arrived from Patna’ 
was now calTd in and ac<iuaint^d that the reasofi of our sending 
for him was to give us his advice and assistance in forming a Plan 
of Fortification for the Security and Defence of this Place- 

He Says that he will immediately Take a Larefull Survey of the 
Tovm in order lo form and lay before the Board as Soon as 
possible a Plan for properly Fortifying the same« 

> FerF«t« arrived on July fanvlng left Patna m Jnty 11 This appears from 
a ktlcr from Paina, dated July which ccmclude^: ' Fomstla actzoiupanf* 
Shls Lellcr he has been detain'd Sodielirao by * 
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179. BHtEK Accounts ok the Me.^sures taken for 
SECURING Calcutta in 1742. 

Extractf from Ahjfrafts of Geatmt Letim from HtHgat to the Court, Fort 
Wiffiamt Jufy 31 [paragrap/is rt and la), arid October 30^ 174a {frtm- 

grapA 16). Coatt and Bay AbHrmit of Letters received, K. So. 

ir. On the MorattAs coming began to put Fort William into 
the best posture of defence. A Strong Detachment sent to 
Cossinibu;;ar and sent for Mr. Forrestie a good Engineer from 
Patna to Form a Plan for a Fortification. Subordinates ordered 
to be pot into a State of Securit3' some Bastions are Erected at 
Cossimbuzar, 

12. Tjgn'i and Houghton are ordered up to Calcutta Guard 
Ships. 

16, Mr. Forrestie has formd several Plans for Fortifying the 
Town, shall consult Major Knipe and send his Sentiments. 

iSo. Proposals for fortifvtng Calcutta. 

Extracts from Btagat Pui/te CoosKUatituis, Fart Witliam, t\-tn'tmhtr r, rj, 
and 39 ^ and Dtcemhtr jS, 1742. Range /., Vol. XV. 

Plans of Fortification broitght in, 

Monday, November i.—Mr. Forrestie now laid before the Board 
a Draught of the Town of Calcutta with sewral Plans which he 
had laid down for fortifying the same. 

Major Charles Knipe being called in in order to take his 
Opinion thereon agreeable to our Honourable Masters directions 
and the Draught and Plan being shewn to him and his advice 
asked He siys he will go with Mr. Forrestie round the Town and 
view the Ground when he shall be better able gi%’e his sentiments 
on the Plans and that he will do this as soon as possible. 

Major Knipe's Opinion 0/Mr, Forrestids Fortificaiiofa, 

Monday, November 15.—Major Charles Knipe now laid before 
the Board his Opinion in Writing on the Plan drawn by Mr. 
Forrestie for Fortifying the Town with a further Scheme for doing 
it according to his oam Sentiments and offers to go round the 
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Town with Mr. Forrestic and draw oot a Plan Conformable 

thereto. , . . „ 

Resolved that Mr. Forrestic be desired to attend on Major 

Knipe accordingly, j u. .u-e 

OsiDEFEO That Major Knipe's opinion be entered after this 

Consultation. . , . 

Cofy oj Major Knipi's Opinioa. 

To T«K HOXOtfUAttLE TUOMAS Braddyli, Esq., GOVERKOUR or 
CALCUTI'A AffD THE GBNTI-RMEN OP THE COUKClt.. 

l« obedience ta j-otn^ordor 1 have inken a View of the D«ipi 
Foo«tic according to h» Ptnn for thn Fortification oF your Town of Csdcu^ 
and think it my Duty to inform you that m the whole it appears o ^ 
impracticable and not at all Conducive to the Inlcrest of the Honourable EmI 
India Corapanv to pursue the Method be proposes and tuy feasons arc Hrtt 
That it wiU Carry an E^pence with it not to be borne Not only on Amount 
Fortification of the place but of the Mumeruus Quantity of Houses and Gaide 
which must be purchased at the Expencos of the Company to Compleat hw 
Design For from that part of the Works where he propo^ to er^t Ae ^t 
por^ The Rampart, Fossoe, Covered way, and Glacis are Estended to foe North 
Port or to the River thro’ foe heart of the Toim where n^t of the Black 
Merchants of the greatest Credit inhabit whose hot«^ must 
to Cwnpleat his Design Nor is it only the Breadth of Ground ihe 
Fossce Covered way and Glacis will take bat foe Esplanade 
Ground which b absolutely Necessary should Extendjt «lf round the nh^e 
Works at onebuTicltcd Yiirds from the foot of the Glnaa ^ ^ 

whi>le a space ot^ear hundred Pace^ In Br^dlh the Centni of the 
T&w-n where the houses trwiit sW bo deniotsshed- ^ 

nest objection is That 1 obsenc most of the CtMiid is _ 

Soli Espcdnlly that of it before Tntntioned the East to the i ^ ^ ^ 

and in foe Traverse of his Plan replete uiih Tanks and Numerous 
most all be filled but I doubt with Difficulty made firm Ground ^ that the 
Facings of the Fossee which on foe side of the Rampert must ^ at cas etg^ 
and Twenty foot high from foe Bottom from the Vast weight of 
tlnually lyeing against it will be in great Danger of Sapping and from theto^ 
ness of the Earth in General of foe Works blowing up which cm no way be p^ 
vented but by a Bed of Clay being ranunM at ibe Back of l h? a'C>n^ -t a 

this Plan will not Effectually answer the intention of foe 
Honourable the Court of Directors for by endeaswlring to secure focir Own 
Property as They Stile it in their Letter to Your Honour and foe C^nw 

auppose ihfty 'nnt[n]cl the Persons and Effccls of all who are coomto ' 

In pur^tiing this Sdueme by the small Gomiiais it tak« in. ibe iieater pa o 
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the Black wi th wham the Cempanyis Estate k Intrusted will be E%- 

eluded or their !iquih*s Destroyed 

\n cottsidering on this afllilr upon the whole I am of opiutoa That a Wall caf 
about four Foot thick deknded with proper Towers that should flank each other 
with about Ten Cannon mounted In each w^ould be of Strength Sirfficient in this 
Country a^^ainst any Enemy that did not set down to a rej^-ular Seke and might 
be carry’d on to encoinpass the whole Towe at less than half the Ejcpcuec 
EkcIusIvc of the Purchase to be made of the other and by making the Bricks 
Tw'el^e or bi^teen Inches Stiuare would exceedingly hasten the Building lessen 
the Quantity of Lime to be used la Work and lendef the Wall much Stronger 
and more Dumljlc than h faced with Common Brlclc 
This I humbly Submit to yijur Hmmr and the (Icndemcn of Coundk Con¬ 
sideration m my Opinion who am* 

Sir, 


CALCtrrTA, 

N^mbif lifA. 1741, 


Your most Obedient Servant, 

Chas. Kmpr 


* 


Engittfcr dmharged and gratijkd, 

Monday, Nmembtr a9.-Mr Robert Lennard having performed 
to oiir Satisfaction the Service he was entertained upon as per 
Consultation the 24th April last, 

Aoreei> that he be allowed five hundred Madrass Rupees for 
his Service. 

Ordered That the Buxie do pay the same and charge it to the 
head of Charges fortifying the Town. 

i 

Major Knipe^s Plan 0/a FortijkaliQH, 

Saturday December Charles Knipe laid before the 

Board a Plan of a fortification for the Town drawn in con- 
se^ence of hw opinion delivered into Council the 15th Ultimo. 

Orpereu That it lye on the Table for Consideration. 

191 . Further Account of the Measures taken for 
securing Calcutta in 1742. 

l^Hcr/roof Bengal t. M. Fort 

IVdhamt, fanuary «, lyjj. Baragraiht 113.n1 r,- ...v , 

Cmtt and Bay Abtiradt of Uuert nuivid. KJio. ’ ^ 

113. Advised via Madras of the Methods pursuing to put the 
Settlement in aproper Posture of defence on the Morattas Invasion. 
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114, On the first Alarm Entertained 200 Buxen^'s to Man the 
Chonkeys and Patrol a nights on Skirts of the Town and Four 
Pauncesoys on the River for Intelligence. 

115. Ordered 20th April a Survey of the Town, Guns, Small 
Arms and Ammunition in Stores, also a List of Inhabitants. 

116* And Mannd the Sloops with full Complement of Men and 
Stores* 

iiy. Entertained 100 Lascars in the Gun room^ Gunner ordered 
to see ever^'thiiig in his Province put in the best Condition and to 
make Powder Ready. 

118* Formed 24 April a Militia with Officers to Command* 
River Sur\^eyed up to Ghandemagore to make People Masters of 
the Channel and a Person ordered to Superv ise the Kew Works* 

119^ Having but few Small Arms, bought 120 Musquetts. 

120* On Morattas retiring put a stop to the Works 27th May 
but ordered Chunam and Bricks to be provided against Mr. For¬ 
rest ies arrival with whom shall advise about a regular Fortifica¬ 
tion. Discharged 17th June the Buxerry^s- 

121* The Morattas having seized Hughley Fort thought proper 
to order a New Surv^ey of the Town and Rcentertained the 
Buxerrv's and Pauncesoys—Report of the Town being made 
Agreed to Finish the Works therein mentioned. Survey of the 
Fort was brought in the 12th July. 

I22p Bought 500 Sword Blades at 2 Madras Rupees each^ 
requested from Madras Great Guns and Shot and Small Arms 
and took a Chest out of the Sumatra, 

J23, Received from Madras 750 Small Arms with 20 Cannon 

and Shott. 

124. Prohibited 3rd August Sale of Great Guns and Warlike 
Stores to Blacks to prevent either party taking Umbrage. 

125* Mr. I'oireslie was directed that day to Survey the Town 
and Forin a Plan of a Fortification, he brought in Several the 
1st November, which were shewn to ^Major Knipe who went 
round the Town gave his Opinion the 15th and proposed Walling 
the Tow^n Round at much less Expence and laid before them a 
Plan the x8th December. 

126. These Plans are in a Bamboo per 

127^ The Major has taken great Pains and Mr. Fortestle also. 
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12S. Dj$cbari^ed Mr. Robert Leonard 25 November and gave 
him 500 Madras Rupees for Assisting in the Works. 

129. Prohibited 22 April Rice being Exported, took it off 
id. June. 

130, All Expenccs of Raising Batterys and other disbursements 
on account of the Troubles are carried to the head of Fortifying 
the Town. . . . 

131< Cossimhurar Fortified the Wails of the Factory' by Erecting 
4 good Bastions so that they feard no Surprii'e from any Party. 

* 35 ' Cotesworth Erected a Brick Wall round Ballasore 
I'actory to prevent Insults, which will cost about Boo Rupees. 

i3&. jVll Timber and Plank wanted were Surv'eyed and Reports 
made. 

141. New Warehouses arc not yet tjuite perfected. 


182, Cost of the .several Plans of Fortification 

PROfOSED. 

£jr/rrfd7 fiitm PuMic Coitsufiatimi. Fert miliam, Thursday, 

January 30, and Tuesday, January ij, 1743, Rnny^e Voi. X VI. 

Calculaic of building Fortifcaltons, 

January 20.^Drijered That Messieurs Fomestie and OLIif/e 
the Engineer and Surveyor of the Works do lay before the Board 
as soon as possible a Calculate of the Costs of Building Fortifica¬ 
tions for this Town agreeable to the different Plans sent to England 
per Houghtoft^ 

Calculate far building Fonificaliom brought ni. 

Jmuafy 25--Messrs. Forrcstie and Ollifzc laid before the Board 
^oir Calculate of the Cwts of Building a Fortification for the 
rmn acco ing to the different Plans sent home i>er Heughton, 
Orperep That it be entered after this Consultation. 


Copy 0/ A/essrs. F&rraiif and 01 h/«*s Calculate. 

To THE HoifOL’A.\«LE TUOMAS BrAODYLI, ESQ., PRESIDENT AND 
(jO^ern'oi'r op Fort Wit.LiAu, &c*, Coitncil. 

Sift AND SlRS^ 

Accord^ m OnW ^ Couacil the soih Insunt We have calculaied ilie 
E*penc. of Fort, ying the To*rn ,0 .he b«, of ^Id to the 

seveial Plans detivcrcd Vour Honours, 
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Tlie large Plan coftlains a space of sixteen tlitHlsand frtl a W all for which 
Thirty foot high ftom the foundaliofl and siJt f«t cost— 

At Twenty five Madras® Rupees for a cubical FAthom ... 3S34” 
Houses to be pultd down about ... — ■■• *♦’ toooOO 

Madras Rupees ... ... ■" 


The middle Plan at the same rale will cost 
Houses to be ptdled down about **n 

Madras Rupccii — 


19169J 

S<»oo 


The sm^iU plJin will cost 
Houses to be pMlId down about 

Madras Rupees 


1472^0 

[QUOOO 


2473^0 


We arcp with ijrtai Respect, 

Hemourabk Sir and Siirs, 

Yotir most Obedient Humble Senanls, 

TM£ODOBii FOftRESTtE, 


John OhUTZt, 


CAUZUTtKj 

Thf January, 174^-43- 


Mr. Forrestie tnUriaitted as Engituer. 

As We think it proper that some Gratifimlion should be m^e 
to Mr. Forrestie for the trouble he has already taken in drawing 
and supervising the Plans of some Fortifications for the Town and 
other Works for its immediate Security. 

He was Calld in and Askd what he Expected for the serv ices 

he had done hitherto. 

Mr. Forrestie Represents That in the way down firom Patna 
being seized by the Morattoes near Nuddea he lost to the amount 
of Three hundred Madras Rupees which he hopes may be made 
good to him That he only desires further such a monthly allow, 
ance as the Board may think proper from the time of his living 
Patna at which Place he had Ely Rupees 8o per month with his 
Diet Lodging and Servants. 

As this Gentleman will be very useful in the Settlement being 
an Ingenious and Knowing man in his Businessi 

Agrerd That the Buxie do pay him Eighty Madrass Rupees 
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per month Scilaiy with Forty Madrass Rupees per month for 
his Diet and other necessarj-s from the first July last the time 
of his quitting Patna to the end of this month and 
Resolved That from thence he be continued in the Companys 
Service as their Engineer here at the same Salary and Allowance 
ontili our hlonourahle blasters pleasure be knowrii 


1S3. Major Knipe om tue Defences of Calcutta* 

lixtnut /n>m JMUr Jrem ALtjor Kmpe /o tin Ctfurt. Fsrf Smnt Gtorse, 

26, 1743. in Caurf , 1743, MUatlnnesus 

Ltifttt rteenv,i, 1743-44, Vot. XXXJ/. 

Sirs,—S ince my last to your Honours, by the Ti^ Captain 
Peter from Bengali, at the desire of Thomas Bradyll Esq^* Your 
Governour there, and the rest of the Gentlemen of the Councill, 
I t^k a fresh Survey of the Town of Calcutta, in order to make 
a Fortification round it, suitable to the Importance of the place; 

receive in your Packet by the Ship 
IT .frmiig^aa Captam Tedd, Together with a remonstrance of mine 
to his Honour Governour Bradyll, shewing my reasons why I 
thought It impracticable to persue the Method laid down in 
another Plan for the Fortification of the place by an Italian 
Ingtneer retained m the Service, which I presume you will like¬ 
wise receive, In order to compleat the Plan I mention to your 
Honours 1 had a great deal of trouble; taking the exact dimen- 
^ons of th^e Circumference avoiding the difficultys of the Moon- 
Ground. Tanks, and Ditches, took me upwards of Six Weeks 
mgh and morning; and if my Plan and directions are pursued, 
[ will engageany life. ;t,s a Sufficient. Firm, and lasting Fortifica- 
tion for the Place; will take m as much Ground again; which I 

Ihan hJTthri ^ ™mpleated at less 

than half the expence, of the Scheem intended by the Italian 

Gentleman, coiild that be carried on with effect, . , ^ 

(Signed) Cifj^rtLES Knife* 

* The rest of tho l^iEer refers 
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' 184, The PLAN'S OF FOkTIFICATlOS REFERRED TO THE 

Court for Decision*, 

Extract frtmt Aittratt of Gemral letter from io tkt Co»H. Fort 

William, January jOi 1743- Paragraphs 17 and [S. Coart and Bay 

Ahstrarts tf Ltiten rcteived, K. 8 ft 

17. Calculate sent of the Costs of Building Fortifications for the 
Town for each Plan which refer to the Companys Consideration 
as are not Authorized to Undertake such an Extensive Work 
without Express Orders. 

Purchasing Houses and many other Incidents will be a further 
Charge- 

In their Judgment the Plan Major Knipe has Signed will be the 
most proper, as it will Secure the Companys and all the Nf erchants 
and Tenants Properly and also Encrease Inhabitants—a Moderate 
Encrease of the Military with the Assistance of Inhabitants and 
Seafaring Men would be Sufficient to defend it from the Morattas 
or any Countrey People. 

Messrs. Forster Halsey and Brooke imagine per Consultation 
3rd July the Medium Plan most Eligible and will answer all 
Intents. 

18. Reimbursed Mr. Forrestie the 300 Rupees the Morattas 
took from him and as he is very Ingenuous and knowing entertained 
him as Engineer at izo Rupees a Month. 


185 . Repairs in' February axd March, 1743 . 

Extracts from Bengal Public Cnnsuttahans, Saturday, February 261 and 
Monday, March 7 , 1743 * Range Vbl, X VL 

Wharf io bt airv^td, 

February 26.—The Honourable Companys Wharf and several 
others in Calcutta being much impaired by the Tides 

Ordered that John Oliffe do take a Survey of them and 
report to us to whom they severally belong in order to have them 
repaird. 

Report of ihe Wharf brought in. 

March 7.—^John Ollifze now brought In a Report {agreeable to an 
order of council of the 26th Ultimo) of the Wharf as measured by 
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him with a particular Account of each Inhabitants Share of the 

Siioie. 

Inhabitants mentioned in said Report 
be called in before us next Council day, 

CoitoM Godowns, Smith Shop &s^ to be surv^'ed. 

The Buxey lei^ntiog ,Ke 8^4 ^ 

Colton Go^-n Smith Shop Doctor, Lodging, ^ „f ,h, i<,„„ 

while Ant,.'^”'”** •>y ‘I't 

survey of the same and Report to the Board In Writiufr what 
Condition he finds them in, wnat 

tSS. Measukbs takes for the Security or Calcutta 
IX March, 1^42- 

BatUrvs npairfJ. 

iop to t Be, to,,, AAot- 

Fort and Town to be snrvt^ ed. 
u ^ additional 

thetfr«rCtact^^^^^^ 

Mr*^Forr«f*^d^* Commandant William Holcombe and 

roBi.OA.ion, o, 4.R.Z thot;':LL“ 
on .h» occASton And ttn. thoy do it n. ,oon A, poKiwL. 

A/otJa.,, A/torf ^ 

March 31.—The Sm-eral Merchants and Inhabitants of r 1 
propose to the Board at their own Expence to di^Tn'. 

ono Covids wide from the BAttoiTA, ,io 

CompAny, honnd, n. ih, a, the Cowi;.y, hLytnS w:': 
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That each Inhabitants proportion towards the same shall be rated 
by the Jemindar. That the Space of Ground which will Jae 
covered by the Bank raised out of the Ditch shaU not now or 
hereafter be Charged with Rent. They also desire for the present 
that Twenty five thousand Rupees may be advanced out of the 
Honourable Companys Cash to begin the work Bisnodascat 
[Vishnudas Seth] Ramkissenseat [Ramakrishtja Seth] Rassbehafry* 
seat [Rasvihari Seth] and Omichund [Amichand] engaging to 
repay the same in three Months. 

Agkeed That the above proposal be allowed of and that they 
have Liberty to Dig the Ditch on the Terms they mention and 
further that the President do advance them Twenty five thousand 
Rupees out of the Companys Cash as they request- 


Parapei It'aii round the Factory to be built and tite Jwiuks to be 

barricaded up. 

Captain William Holcombe and Mr. Forrestie agreeable to the 
order of last Council now delivered in a Plan of what they* thought 
necessary to be done for the Security of the place but as what 
they have laid down will require some time to complcat and the 
present Emergency requiring something that will take up but 
a short time having continual Alarms of Partys of the Marottoes 
approaching near us the same was sett aside and those tjcnticmen 
asked what they thought would serve for the present. Ihey* said 
it was absolutely necessary to have a Parapet Wall built round the 
Curtains of the Factory t nland as also upon the New-Godown and 
and that all the Avenues Itsading into the Square with the Factory- 
should be barricaded up. 

OKDElcEt) that the same be sett about and done accordingly. 

Ordered that the Jemindar do entertain Two hundred more 
Buxerries for the Companys Service. 


187 . Observations by the Court ox the Defences 
OF Calcutta. 

Extracti from Gtivr,tl litter from the Court to Londout Oetoier 14, 

1743. Pantgrophi Litter Book ^o. 

October 14 , 1743-—'lo. Three Things are well to be Considered 
w'ith respect to the Enlarging the Fortitications of your Plaoe. 
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First. That we do not Offend the Countrey Government in so 
doing, aqd tbe(eby Involve our Selves in Trouble with them. 

S«(wtj/>',*tbc ^xpence ought strictly to be Scnitinijied into, as all 
Estimate are constantly found to fall greatly short of the real 
Expence, and when once sach Things are begun, it is absurd not 
to go through with them. 

Thirdly^ and lastly, That as We do not want it for the Security 
of our own Estate, as we apprehend that your present Fortifica¬ 
tions, together with the Marine are abundantly sufficient for that 
purpose, it remains therefore well to consider what Security and 
Encouragement it may give to Merchants and Pcopkof Substance 
to Live under our Protection, and what Wkshall be gainers thereby 
to Encourage Us to maintain a Garrison sufficient to Defend such 
Works, and what these Merchants and others will contribute 
thereunto, for on the present foot of our Revenues, We do not find 
them encrease in proportion to the Number of Inhabitants that 


have flowed unto Us. 

IT. These arc Points We shall Deliberate upon, and before We 
take any Resolution, We must also have Your Opinion on them, 
and until these points are cleared up to Us, We must recommend 
it to You to put Us to no more Expence than is necessary for 
YourSafet)-, remembering this, that we look upon your Place much 
mote out of the teach of the Countrey Government than either 
Madrass or Bombay. 

12. But as to Fortifying our Subordinate Settlements, We are 
utterly Averse to it, as in all great and dangerous Disturbances 
and Troubles in the Countrey, You must Order them to withdraw 
our Effects to the Head Settlement. 


iSS. Account of tiie Measltre.s taken for securing 
Calcutta in 1743. 

ef l^fUr /ram ia Cmirf., F^frt 

Wiiham, Fe^ratiiry ^ 1744. Gmli/ Adjf/%i£fs 

A". Sa 

g3. Wharfs being out of Repair by the Strength of Tides and 
Freshes ordered them to be Repaird by Proprietors. « 

94. Repaird also the Cotton Godown, Smiths Shop, Lodgings 
in the Factory and Stables. 
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95. On the Morattos Return 17 March prdered Ehe Batteries la 
be put in ^ood orderp entertained icmd Buxerries and 3 

96* Raised a Militia of the Inhabitants •4th April appointing 
Officers. 

97 ^ Directed Parapet Walls with Embrasures round the Cur¬ 
tains of the Fortp and New Godowns and all the Avenues to the 
Square before the Factory to be Barricaded up and 2 D 0 more 
Buxerries—Merchants proposed at their own Ex pence to Dig a 
Ditch round the town, to Secure their Houses agreed thereto 
29 March and Lent them 25000 rupees on 4 Persons Security to 
repay it in 3 months. Which is Com pleated as far as the Great 
Road that leads from the Fort Gate tow^ards the Lakeland is 
begun to be carried on as tir as the Extent of the Companj.'s 
Bounds at Gorindpore Part of the money is repaid and the rest 
wiU be made good in a short time. 

gS. Forbid the Sale of Warlike Stores* 

99. Two Sloops stationed 2Sth Klarch as Guard Vessels at 
Gorindpore and Perrins Garden. 

139, GROU^'D TO BE MEASURED. 

Exlraii/ram Psi 6 Ii£ Forf 33+ J744k 

L, Vol, XVII. 

Mr. John Jackson Jetnindar representing to the Board that 
Continual Disputes arise among the Inhabitants about their 
ground rent the Companys bounds not haring been Measured 
these Ten Years past^ 

OrderelD that he do Sunt'cy and Measure the same. 

190. O BSE H VATIC NS BY THE COURT ON THE PkECAUTIONS 
TAKEN ACAINST THE MaRATHAS. 

Extract from Otnfrai loiter /fvm tl/ Cf^rt /a MarrA 31 ^ 

1744- ParagrufiMi 5S and 59^ Lcttfr Bmk Wp. 26 

36. We entirely approve of the necessary Precautions taken on 
the Morattas Invasion to prevent a Surprize, by hiring a number 
of Lascars, forming the Inhabitants into a Militia^ Surveying the 
Town, Fortifications, Guns^ purchasing some small Arms, and 


* 
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the like, the Expente upon such an Urgent Occasion, We chear- 
fully acquiesce in, relying upon your Care and Frugality m 
Disbursing our Money on every Article. 

59 ’As the Danger we hope is long before nowblmvn over, such 
Retrenchments of our Charges We expect v,ere made by Dis- 
charging all Supernumerary Hands, putting Us to no further 
Expence in other Respwts than was requisit, agreeable to our 

Sentiments by the Lapwing. . . * 

Mr. Forrestie may be an Ingenious Skilful Engineer, but We 
dont see any Occasion that We have for him, such Persons have 
generally Expensive Schemes in their Heads, therefore he must 
be Discharged from our Service. 

191. Battervs ordered to be repaired and Soldiers 

allowed for the Defence of the Ditch. 

from Btnga! Pttbik CoainltatioHS. Fort iVilliam, Marth 29, 1744. 

Range W. XVIL 

Several of the Batterys raised last Year being much out of 
repair and Some of them fallen down 

Ordered that they be again built up and such repairs given to 
them as they may require. Also that such other Methods be 
taken for the Defence of the Town against the Marrottocs as may 
be found convenient. . . , 

The Merchants proposing to Defend the Ditch Dug round the 
Town with their People Prodded we would allow them about 
Sixty Europeans Soldiers to be Divided and Placed at the Several 
Bastions thereof in Order to Encourage their People. 

Ordered That the number of Soldiers they require be allowed 

them. 

192. the Moors prevented from passing through the 
English Bounds is their Pursuit of the Ostenders, 

Exirvt^ifrom Bengal Puhtie CeniuUatwm* Fc^rl WiUiam^ 

Oehber 13^ 1744, Range XVIL 

Having jwst now received Infonnation that the Ostenders have 
quitted their Factory at Banquibazar^ and gone a board Two 

1 Blokib^x^r wiki CKD llie cut banlt i-tiic HRgll, betwRo Ichaptir and CbOuialc or 
B*rr&clcpciTt Tht ebartrr fpcorpgmtiog tbe Oslend Compiny wu sffacd by tbs 
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Ships they have taken from the Moors* one of which lays off 
Chamock and the other a Little above Bamagullp and that 
Several Mewrs Forces are upon the Banks of the River at those 
Places. And as these Ship^ fall down it is imagined the Moors 
may want to pass through our Bounds in pursuit of the Ostenders, 
And by that Means may Plunder many of our Inhabitants as is 
Customary where these Forces pass. 

Agreed that we Immediately dispatch a Messenger to the com- 


Emperor Charles VI. oa DMmber 17. 1721, but not public Hill the neiA year. 
Sobscripiion liatft were opened Ai Bnji«o!s qq Augii^ ii, 1723, and the inquired 
capieil. ftix millioiM of floriiu, railed m loss than iwo daya, Amoogst tbe ahore- 
holden were tbe Murquw de Prii* ito DnbEor Aremberg, tbe Count de Windiscb- 
gril£, ibe Fiinccs of Ugne and of Rubemprd^ and the Conni of Lalolfig. Ahnr 
more than one nJasttccttafuI attempt to gain a Bodng m liengaJ, tbe general meeting 
of December, 1725. sent out two shipfl, L'Etp/roMif and La PaiM. under Ateiander 
Hume, which arrfved in the HogU in Aogust, 172^ After a ym of uegoiiahon 
with the Xabob^ Hume settled a betory at Blnkiblrar, ami another at QAsimbaxar. 
In Lbli very year, however, tbe Emperor, yielding to the jolut representations of 
Engknd, Hobaud, and France^ luapcnded tbe Osiend charter for seven yean. On 
Mflrdi iS. lyji, the Austrian Covcniincnt signed tbe secaod treaty of Vieona, and 
promiBcd to stnp tbe Irade pemLaiicaUy^ and on February a^, directors 

rcceivod a decree deinilely nboli^Lng tbe Oitend Company. Thus the Luiere^of 
FSanden were sacriliced lo the jealousy of commerciftl rivnli and the exigencies of 
Austrian polky (see La CcmsmiifU^ mu rEmptriMr Ckaritj F/., by Micbel 

Huisman, Bruasets, ipoa). Since lyaS the affairs of the Ostend Company bad been 
managed b>' a secret CDmmittee. In December, 1730. Horae rnade over tbe charge 
of the factory at B^ukit^sir ID Fmn^ois do Schonamllle (^li., p. 4^1);, After the 
departure ot Hume, the Nabob ordered the ' Getman casle 10 be banished from 
Bengal, but Scbonamdle managed to maintain himseK at B^iblaar. fn lyja the 
Ctiiu^rdt was lent to Bengal wiib instruoioni to transfer the faetdr^' to the Emperert. 
to whom SchonMillc swore allegtanoe. The ^tary was not dHtroyed, as Stewart 
and Hunter say, In lyjji but became an Austrian po^^c&sion. A new seal and a 
new flag—yelldw. with an eagle surrounded by the Order of the Golden rieece, in 
its right cTaw a Hiked sword, in ite left claw an orb surmounticd by a cross—was 
substituted for that of tbe Company on January 12, (iWd, pp. 493 ' 5 «)- 
Binklb 4 iJx, as, we see from the pir^ecil extract, wns not abandoned till 17+i* '^hen, 
at tbe insdgaliou of the Duicb, the/u^^r of Hugh determined lo seixe ibe place 
SehoHamille was accused of helping the blijatbaj^ and a largo indemnity wm 
demanded On hil refusing to pay^ bosllliiies broke out. On September 22. * 744 “ 
September ir, o.sl— he attempted in vain to escolmde the fori of Hngli, Tbe 
lown, bou-ti-or^ was set on Ere. and two ships with rich cargioes were captured^ In 
return tbe with ten tbouund men, besiegod and took B 4 nkibia 4 r. Sebona- 

mlOe and a few of his Companion! escaped, sailed out of the Ganges* and took 
refuge in Pegu^ 
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m&nding Officer of the Moors to desire he will March his Army 
Clear of this Place for fear of any disturbance happening bet^^'een 
any of his and our People And to prevent their Coming into the 
Bounds and Passing the Ditch > 

Aoreed Further than an additional Party of Soldiers be sent 
to Perrins Garden and that another Party be detach’d to Cow 
CTOas‘ and another to the Bread and Cheese Bungoila* for the 
like purpose, and as we have many Great Guns mounted on 
feild Carriages likewise that a proper number be sent with these 
Partys to the above mentioned Places with a Proper Number 
of Lascars, 


j$3. The Court reiterate their Approval of the Pre¬ 
cautions TAKEN ACAINST THE MaRATIUS. 

ETftaiifrfim Gtmerai Litiir fr»m tkt CeuH ftt Bengal La/n&n, 
FeSmary 7, 1745. Pa^^aph j6^ Book No. 24 

We entitEly approve of putting the Batterys in good order, 
rej^iring the ^Vharfs, raising a Militia, laying in a Stock of Grain, 
hiring Lascars for the Gunroom, Lending the Black Merchants a 
Sum of Money to Dig a Ditch round the Town at their own Ex- 
pence, and other Steps that were taken for your better Defence on 
the Moratta s approach, observing that when the Danger w^as over, 
one ch^ges were duly lessened by Discharging the People hired 
upon this Emergency. 

I Cow CroM I* what wb now tal! Syam Diilr.at the Juaetion of Ba*ar 
Road with th« Cirmlar Rooil. 

* Tliis, 1 JnUfiiu]. wss n tiouic of entartninment at t 1 i« «tid of die Creat Bonjialow 
Koad, the modefii Bow Blzir TtiB tocallly ia itill callBd Le.. gueai- 

houM. Compane iJto following citnct from Caftoin IvirrttfrA-f vfefmai’ of tA* 
Atl 4 (lt an ih NobA'i Corn! in tho Fort St. CooegB S^t Committw Coasuluiiotti 
for Pibniaf}' 14. 1757; ‘TwoMniy , . Indg-d ihBinaetvwa in a Tope [kovbI qBar 
Melet'a Gordeos behind the Hedges from heoco tbeydetaeb'd a huge Party of J lotu 
with Two Cannirn to the Cwsi Road of the Bttngafov whkh wo agon dJjJqdji d with 
oqr Finld Piece* alter receiving a few Shott. and from hiince learebod mm ihe 
Fort.* Fmrn tWa It i* dear that the bangalnw was ai the JuneUtm of Bow Baur 
wilh tbt: Ci^rcabr Rcwl. 
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194, Thb Council at Calcutta consider that New Works 
WOULD cost too MUCK. 

Eriraet /rvm Aiitract of Gtntral LctUr from Brtigal to tht Court. Fori 
WiUiom, Ftiruary ^ 174S. Farogr^kt 8£y 90^ onJ 91. Coast a»d Bay 
Abstracts of LiUtrx rw/w/Z, 5* 

86. The Companys Towns Measured^ tisual Salamy [iii/awtiP 
will be Coilected. 

go* As to Fortifying the Town were eocouraged by the Gover- 
no ur at Morattas Invasion to make it as defensible as could* 
Persons of Rank coming for Shelter, Nabob made no Bemands 
for Strengthning Cossimbui^ar tho* near his Residence, but 
apprehend a demand would be made were New Works br^n 
when the Country is in peace* 

91. Kevenues might thereby be raised but not Answerable to 
Expence, many Difficultys in Raising Contributions on Merchants 
and Inhabitants as experience in Digging a Ditch^ Money due 
on that Account—nothing can be received from Strangers but 
what would be Redemanded* 

195. Proceeiungs at Calcutta ix 1745. 

Exbractsfrom PabHc Consattaiions. Fart WiUi^rit^ March at, AprU 2^ 

Mcfy t% June 24, /$ify 39, September 2, S^emb^ Octi^bcr t, 070^ 
Octobcrlt^ if 4 ^. I.f Val. X 

Bridges to be m^ded and Drains cleared, 

March 21—Several Parts of the Town being very Offensive 
Occasion'd by the Drains being stopt up and many of the Bridges 
being broke Down 

Ordered that John Olllfee Surveyor of the Works do take a 
Survey thereof and report the condition he may find them in and 
what Necessary to be Done* * * - 

April 22-—-John Ollifee* Surveyor of the Works now delivers 

' PreieaLgifc 

* John OllifEi!^ Abf£«, Oli^e, or Olifm {ibe- askmc ii written in all lb«se virioti* 
died in July, mad wks burl^ nn ilic 19th. Brnibsloinew Fltisiod wm 
appoinicd snrve^'ot la Ms ttond, btu I rari find iw nolfl pt tli* apppluliiKm in ilic 
ConsutlaUan?. 
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in His Report of the Bridges and Drains about theTo^vn pursuant 
to an Order of CounctJ the aist UUitrto. 

Ordered That said Report be Entered after this Consultation 
and that the Necessarj' repairs be given to the Bridges and Drains 
mentioned therein by the Buxey, . . , 

ACCOUNT OF BRIDGES IN THE HONOURABLE COMPANY’S 
BOUNDS THAT WANT REPAIRS AND TO BE MADE NEW. 


At tht Churcli 

a 

All the DrmiDs in genersil want 

a 

At the Cutcherrte 

1 

thorough reparation. 


At Saato$e Bu^ar [Santosh BJlxir] 

i 



At Loll Biu^ [L4l B*zar]a*. 

a 

At Cutcher™ .aa 

I 

At Mr. Boddicys House 

i 

At Loll Btmir 

1 

At Mr. MackPhersons hemse 

f 

At Moody Bii^ 

t 

At Fa^elk house 

t 

At Govindpoare 

r 

At Mathcu% a Portiigue« hoinie 

t 

At Sam Btizar... 

T 

At Baaksial] 

i 



At Drains 

1 

Bridges to be made new 

S 

At Frintiog house 

] 



At New Bniar 

3 



At Hospital -ihv ii'i #.. gi. 

3 



At Qiaplaju Reader house 

[ 



At Dock . 

2 



At GoviudpOor 

4 



At Sambiizar [Syinn B^ir] 

3 



At Riderpewr’ 

1 



At John Baiar 

2 



Bridgu to be mended 

3i 




Th( ilarathas take Cuttack. Further Precautions. 

May 13.—Having this Day received certain advices of the 
Marrottoes taking the Fort at Cuttack under the Command of 
Kogojec Goslahj' and Severai Small Partj^s having entered this 
Province, and Robbed and Burnt many Villages^ and made some 
attempt near Chandernagore and Hughl<^'. and a Body of them 

1 ■ Kiddeipe™.' The of Uaii mune 

here If IB jmsqf, if any vre™ that Kiddeiwt, named afler 

GeHToi Kyd. 

• Raghujt Bho^ the Mancha Cwetal. who became the fin, riM af Nwpur 
Lo 17^0- ' 
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having Crossed this River at Kissnagorc and committed Hoslilitys 
t.li6r€ 

We esteem it necessary' to prevent any attempts on our 
Bounds to entertain three Hundred Buxerys extraordinary an 
Six Ponsways to be kept on the River. Also that a Lieutenant 
and Thirty Men be sent to Perrins Garden as a guard to that end 
of the Town, and to Secure the Gunge atGovmdpore that a ^y 
of a Sergeant and 20 Men be placed at some Convenient Place 
thereabouts, with the Belvidera Sloop to lay off the Gauge. . . . 

Black People to quit the Hfitaes. 

June 24.^Several Black people having intermixed themselves 
among the English Houses, and by that means occasion Nusances 
and disturbances to Several of the English Inhabitants 

Ordered That the Jemindar do make enquiry there and lay 
before us an Account of such Houses as are Inha^t y t em 
in order for them to quit, and remove to proper Places in the 
Town. . . . 

Buxerys dinchafgid and 

July —Having ^ndvices of the Marrottoes withdrawn at 

some dtstance we apprehend there is no necessity for the present 
to Continue the Ejctraordlnarj^ Number of Buxerys and Pons^vays 
entertained on the first Rumour of them 

ORDERED that the Jemindar do discharge them^ - . ^ 

Hm&t hired fat Ihe Commanders of the Men af H ar, 

September 2.—As We shall be in Want of another House ^idea 
the Companys to accomodate the Commanders of the Men of War, 
in case any of them should come up here and there bei^ a lery 
proper House to be Let for a 1000 Rupees to the Endo e ruary 

Agreed That we Hire &aid House for that Time and ge i m 
' readiness for the reception of them* - - . 

Repairs to the Town GoaL 

September 356,“\Villiam Ffytche Esq^. Sheriff now Sent in a 
Letter acquainting Us that the Prison is in Want of Repairs. 


jS 4 
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Honourable Companys Surveyor Mr, 
PJaisted do go and Take a Survey thereof and report the Condi¬ 
tion he may find it in and what repairs are necessary. 

Ordered Tb.t Mr. Flytcht's LRttRr b. Entered after thh 

Consul tat Jon. . * * 

To tHE Howouraple Thouas Br,\di>vCl Esq., Presidewt and 

COVEBKOUR, &CJ, COUifCJL OF FORT WlLLlAlf. 

HoKooRAftLE Sir and Siks^ 

fa La Jrt! "rfCaJeuttawantinff yreat repairs I Take the Liberty 

tetee^eTL^W. cStT C»te,.e.a,rfj„a.„E„.,„ 

r am, with (rreat respect, 

Hotioerable Sir and Sire, 

Fort Servant, 

ra Ij^s, William ffvtchb, SA^^. 

Oct^iber 1,—Jfr. Bartholomew Planted now sent in his report of 

ThsatePklaty^' “* RboKl Utese repairs and 

Thai Mr. Plarated a report be entered after this ConanltJtL. ... 

™' "oTTonraL^r a»n 

UOVER^oUR, &C*, COUNCIL AT FORT WiLLlAM, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs^ 

One Window Frame of the Coalers apartments. 

Earthen Water Spouts hr the Tarrass. 
the Burs^ 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

With respect, 

Fo*t WiuJAtr. Servant, 

Tfti JIN* Siftimbtr, r74j. Bartkolomrw FLAimn. 
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^ Rcguhlioiis to be fnad 4 in ihc Town. 

October 21,—Mr. Bartholomew Plaisted Sarveyor of the Honour- 
ablo Companj'S Works (who had our directions some time ago for 
that purpose) now represents to us that many of the Inhabitants 
have filled up part of the Ditches which were Drains to the Town 
and that several Encroachments are made in the Roads and Streets 
which occasions great Inconveniency’s. 

Ordered That Mr. Plaisted do now take a particular Account 
of the several Encroachments fTaking wdth him one of the 
Jemindars People) and report the same to ns No person to be 
allowed more Ground than is specified in each of their Pottahs,^ 
likewise that he take a Sur^^ey of all the Drains and Ditches and 
report the Condition thereof with an Estimatioii of the Expence 
to put them in good order and to Keep the Town wholesome and 
free from the offensive smells arising from the Ditches and Holes 
about town which we Imagine have been the Occasion of the 
Late great Sickness and further that he reports what underwood 
may be neces^ry to be cut dowm in and about the Ditches. 


196* Bartholomew Platsted to survey Calcutta. 

LeUer/r&ffi Sfcntary Fer/ to BartAoIotriew 21 ^ 

1745 . MiSce/fuMcotiS Letitrs remvedt 33 - 

To ^^r. Bartholomew Plmted^ Surveyor of the Companys 
SiRr 

By order of the Honourable the President and Council you 
are to take a Particular Survey of all the Roads and Streets 
(taking with you some of the Jemindars People to Assist ^ou) 
and report to the Board in writing the Several encroachments 
,you may find no Person to be allowed more ground than is 
Specified in their Several Pottahs. You are likewise to take a 
Survey of the Drains and Ditches and report the Condition 
thereof with an Estimation of the Expence it will cost to put 
them in good order and keep the Town wholesome and free from 

^ A b a detd or pa.pcT coaveyla^ to itie puntw Ma Utle to liie lind, 9Md 
epecifyia^ Uaci condUioni uoder wlikb It vm to be held. 
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the offensive Smells thereiii you are further to report what under¬ 
wood may be nefC!fessary' to be mi down in and about the Ditches* 

I am^p Sir, 

Your Most humble Servant, 

Fort Wi lliam, J qsk ua Seiocs, Secniary. 

TAe 2 tif 174^. 

197. Account or the Proceedings en Calcutta in 1745 “ 

£x/ra(/ from Adstroif i*/ Geuftv/ Lftttr /nrm t9 the Cifuri, Fort 

Wiliiam, J^^uary 31, 1746. Par.igrapks 76-78 and &>84. Cwt and 
Bifj AAstra^ts tf Liturs r^aiv^d^ V<^i, 5. 

76* Calcutta Town offensive by Drains being Stopt and Bridges 
broke^ repaired April* 

77. Took Measures 13th May to secure Bounds from Attempts 
of Morattas when they Quitted those parts dismissed the Buxerj's 
and Pons\>'ay 5 . 

7S. Merchants repaid 30 May Loan for diggiiig Ditch being 
9980 Rupees* 

80. Black People living in Town ordered to Quit being 
Nuisances and Disturbers, 

8z, Ordered Town Goal to be repaired* 

83' Mr* Bartholomevr Plaisted is Surveyor of the Companys 

Works. 

84. He Reported 21 October many Inhabitants had fill'd up 
part of the Ditches which were drams to the Town and made 
Encroachments in the Roads and Streets. 

Ordered him to Point them out, and that no One be allowed 
more Ground than Speci^-ed in Pottah and to Estimate the 
Expence of Repairing Drains and Roads in good Order and to 
keep the Town Wholsome and free from the Offensiv-e Smels 
rmd Ditches and Holes about the Town, imagin'd to occasion 
the late great Sickness, and to report what Underwood was 
necessary to^ cut down, Mr. Jackson Jemindar was directed to 
remove the Houses where any Incroacfaments ware made and to 
order Ditches to he Open'd as Drains and Roads about Town 
which are rtoiiv m hand* 

4, 17^4 diwge at th» of 
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198^ ADDrTIO>^AL FORTIFICATIOKS TO BE MADE IF NEC ESS AH V. 

lifjrattf /Jtvm C^strf is L^ndsm, Aisy 71 

Jum 6 and 12, 1746. Faragj^spk 4.5^ 26. 

As the Province is liable to the Morattas IticnrsionSp We would 
have such Additiotis made to our Fortifications as ^ou upon the 
Spot shall deem requisit for the Security of the Settlements, 
putting Us to no further Expence herein than is necessary* 

199, Plaistho's Plan for strengthening the Fort. 

Kxfra£ti /r&m B4n^!^ public Qsn^ltatisnsu H ilUam^ Januoty 2 

Fcbrun^ 3t Fcb^aty iij and pihru^^ 15* I 747 » Rcntgi 

A Plan for sircffg^kctii^g the F^ific&iwM io rfrati^B up. 
Januuiy 25*—Commodore Griffin having given the President 
his opinion of the Weakness of our Fortifleations and the 
Commodore having taken the Trouble in cencert [sicj with 
Mr. Planted to point out a Method of Strengthening them in the 
best manner they will admit ofp 

Ac KEEP that Mr. Bartholomew Plai stead be directed to draw a 
Plan for making the Fort more defenceable with the Calculation 
of the Expence to be laid before the Board for our Doteimination* 
And as Mr* Bartholomew Plastcad is a person the best Qualifyed 
for to Direct in matter's of Foitificationj 
Agreed that he be entertained as Mr, Forrestic formerly was 
Vi2*, Eighty' Madrass Rupees Sallary and 40 Madras Rupees Diet 
Money and that the Buxey do pay him the same Monthly, * . ■ 

Mr. PtaiskiT^ Pr&posahfar f&rtifying ihe Fsri- 

Fehruary 2 .. —^Mr* Hartholomew Plaisted Lay^s before the Board 
his Proposals for fortifying the Fort. 

Ordered that they be entered after this Consultation* . * . 

To THE Honourable John Forster, Esq% tresidest and Covernour. 
COUNCIL OF fort WlLLEAU. 

Honourable Sm anei StstSt 

Agrttabk to ywir HpfiOfur Commands do nqw lay before yon mV 
I^n* which with Suhmisiion to yotir Honour flee* Judgement beg liberty to 


* Thii plan, which t here reprodneen has beco prcseni'ed at the India, Office in the 
Ormc CeLiKtidDs (O* V. t j)- 
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Entiitle a schecm for the ini»t Expedidout uay of Fortifying Fort WiUiani 
[witifa] the Easym £xpcnce. 

According to whicb rian ] beg Liberty to observe yom- Honour S-c* that Fort 
William as it now Stands is both an [regular and week pbce which is what the 
Company has already said of it and on the Condition it i« now will Scarcely 
require an assault to take it/fis therefore in this Plan I entieavouT at the least 
Expenecs to rectifie the whale. 

Firs/ the Bastions are so small as scarcely to observe [deserv'e] that Name 
and to knock them down and Enlarge them would Cost fifty thousand Rupees 
and could not be Executed under Two Years I therefore propose to make them 
Sene as Cavaleur'a to the New Work extended which wiU be a Mud Bastion 
without them, the outside Talu to be at Least 40 fisot from the preserved Bastion 
of which twelve for the Parapet the rest for the Tereplane of the Guns this 


wnrk wiU be lawnr tTis* MA rsE awi-en-R I.W1 I.W.S J - 3.1 _ ..‘'.1 .-i ivi a 



also veiy T^ious Considering the Scamiy of them and Bricklayers I propose 

to face it with Turf as is CusTomary iu many Farts of the world this is to be 
digd up in pekes 18 Inches and laid in the Nature of Bricks 3 foot or moTO 
thick, and rf well done will have ifs advantages above Brick work not but 1 am 
Rouble It may want a Liide Repairing every Year afurthcr [after the] Rains 
but that I miagine will be but a trifling Expence considering the Number of 
Coolies the Company h^s in Cnnstant tsav and will he nhnnHinilv <tn Kv 




I am, with the greatest respect, 

Himounibtr Sir and Sirs, 
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Aft, PlahUad's Plan iak^n into comidcralJ^u 

F^brmfy IL —We no\y took into Consideration the Plan for the 
most Expeditious manner of Forti^'ing Fort William for the 
present as laid before us by Mr. Bartholomew PlaJstend and having 
for our better Information Called before ns Captain Commandant 
William Holcombe Captain Hamilton and Captain Jacobs Ensign 
Nasmuth and Captain Reade Their opinions were ask'd whether 
the Plan brought in would answer that end or if they could advice 
us of any better Method, As they could not give ns an Immediate 
ansiver they desired our Permission to give their Several Opinions 
to the Board in writing which We directed them to do as soon 
as Possible that we might Inform Our Honourable Masters 
thereof. ... 


Ctm^idfraihn of the Opiniofis with regard la fortifying the Phee* 

February 15.—Being met to Consider the several opinions given 
into the Board with regard to fortifying the Place We observ'e 
they differ from one another in particular’s but all agreeing that 
the Fort is so much Surrounded with Buildings, That the Enemy 
can make their approach near us under that Cover and that We 
Cannot be properly Foitifyed without they are removed besides 
that our Garrisott is too small to Man any Additional Works, 
therefore We are of opinion, That the making of the Ditch pro¬ 
posed would too much Invade on other Peoples Properties besides 
the Great Effect the Heaw Rains has on all Works of that kind 
which renders them quite useless in a Short Time but as We think 
it Necessary to make a Place Bomb Proof, The fort wall next the 
River being at Present very' low and Necessary to be raised, 

Agkued therefore that that be the part for Casemating at the 
same lime the Wall be raised and that such other works be made 
for Security of the Weakest part of the Fort called the New 
Godowns as shall upon further advice and Consideration be 
thought most proper. 

That a.Reservoir be made for Water and that Grain be laid in, 
in Goallas w’ithin the Fort and that the Fort be pallisadoed on all 
Sides but that next the Water, 
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ORDEiiED that the several opiDions as delivered in Concefnitig 
our Fortifications be Copied out to be sent home to the Company.^ 

300. Report of Mr. Plalsted’s Pkoposals. 

Ejrfritcfs /n?w Lftitr fr&m Bengal ihe C^urL WiUiam^ Fi&ryary 23, 

1747. PiMTijgt^'tpks Brngaf Leiitri r^ctivid^ Voi. la* 

115. Commadore Griffin having given the President his opinion 
of the Weakness of our Fortifications and the Coinniadore having 
taken the trouble in concert with Mr* Plaisted to point out a 
Method of strengthening them in the best manner they will admit 
of We agreed in Consultation of the 23rd January that Mr. 
Bartholoinew Flaisted be directed to draw a plan for making this 
F'ort more defensible and the Calculation of the Ex pence to be 
laid before the Board for our Determination And as Mr, PlaJstcd 
is best qualified in this place to direct in matters of Fortification 
and would be very necessaty' to us in case of being attack t We 
agreed to entertain him in your Honour's Service in the same 
manner Mr* Forestie was Vi^stp to be allowed eighty Madrass 
Rupees Salarj^ and Forty Madrass Rupees Diet Money pr. 
Month. 

116. Accordingly on the 3 d* Februaiy' Mr* Plaisted laid before 
the Board his Proposals for fortHyung the Fort with a Plan agre- 
able thereto for our Consideration His Proposals are entered after 
that days Consultation and the Plan goes in the Packet for your 
Honour^s Observ'ation* 

117* On the nth* Instant We took into Consideration Mr. 
p]aisted''s Plan for the most CEJcpeditious Method of fortifying the 
Fort for the^present and having for out better Information called 
before us the CommarLdant Captains Hamilton and Jacobs Ensign 
Hasmuth and Captain Head their Opinions were asked if the 
Plan brought in would answer the end or if they could advise us 
to any other better Method they desired our permission to con¬ 
sider thereof and give their opinions to the Board In Writing 
which accordingly the^^ gave in on the 15^^ following w'hich are 
in this Packet for your Honours Observatiou We having taken 
them into consideration the same day found them differ from one 

* There Li no cci|ky of tbM* opinlotii La the Coiiftalt*t«jn Book. 
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aiiothcr in manj' particulars but all agreed that the Fort is too 
much incumbered with buildings that the Enemy can make their 
Approach near us under that Cover and that we cannot be 
properly fortified without they are removed besides that our 
Garrison is too small to man any additional works Therefore We 
were of opinion that the making the Ditch proposed would too 
much Invade other peoples properties besides the great effect the 
hca%7 rains have on all Works of that kind which renders them 
quite useless in a short time but as We think it oecessar)' to make 
a place Bomb proof The Fort wall next the River being at present 
vet)' low and necessary to be raised We agreed that should be the 
part for casemating and that the Wall be raised at the same time 
and that such other Works should be made for securing the 
Weakest part of the Fort called the New Godowns as should on 
further Advice and consideration be thought most proper That a 
Reserv'oir be made for Water and that grain be laid up in Goalacs 
within the Fort and that the Fort be pallisadoed on all sides but 
that next the W^ater All which we shall endeavour to pnt in execu¬ 
tion as soon as Materials can be got together. 

301, Fascine Batteries to be made to strengthen the 

New Godowns. 

ExtFOitfFQm Bengal Ctrnsu/f^toni. Fert Attirrh J-, I747> 

Foi. XIX, 

Having taken into Consideration the best method of Fortifying 
w'hat is reckoned the Weakest Fart of the Factory Viz* The new 
Godowns We find that the quickest, best and cheapest method 
will be to make a Fascine Battery as proposed by Captain 
Holcombe one side whereof is to Flank down the River and the 
other to Flank the New Godowns. 

Agreed that it be set about immediately. 

207. Plaisted*s Opinion about the Proposed Palisades, 

Ltitfrfivm BitrtJielamew Ptaisted'to Jehtt Eiq.^ Martk Jp, 17471 

e/jdffmd ' Letur ifi J < 4 tn F ^ iteF ^ Eiq,, Puragrtiph tht yrd^ No . i.* Mistet- 
taHiOm Letttrs rKehvd, t747-4S, Vot. 54. 

Honourable Sir,—^T o be free with Your Honour a favour you 
are pleased to bestow upon me I shall with the Honesty belonging 
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to a Person in the Station of an Engineer give You my free and 
nncontmird Opinion concerning the Scheem now on foot. 

‘In regard to the mabiiig some secure Place Bomb Proof 
I can readily foresee anything of this kind will be very expencive 
however its an Easy way to lessen the Expence by diminishing the 
Quantity for I am ver>' Certain that if the whole Curtain next the 
Church be done to the Purpose it will cost the Company 50,000 
Rupees. 

Stc&mity ^—As to Pallasading Fort William as proposed 1 am 
and must be against it that is to say in giving my advice when it 
is Askt being in it self a Preposterous Schcem let who \vill be the 
Proposer as it will be both Expensive and Useless for every Palla- 
sadoe must be at least Six Inches and Sixteen or Eighteen Foot 
long and I am very wdl convinced w'ill before they are fixed in 
the Ground cost the Company four Rupees a Peice and there 
must be 4,000 provided to go round the Factory or Exclusive of 
the River side three thousand allowing some to turn out bad coo- 
scquently the Expense in the former Case ivill be 16^000 Rupees^ 
in the latter r^tOOO^ this your Honour will please to Observe is 
the least Expence going the Cheapest way to Work* but I am 
fully pers^vaded if the thing is exicuted that it will cost double 
from Pucker Reasons and am w^ell persw'aded will be rot ton in 
five Years if they are not Stole and torn up before that time for 
firewood* 

As to their Usegii^'c^ me leave to Observe that as every Pallasado 
being Six Inches must stand at but three distant if a BatterTr^ of 
Cannon is raised against them it is then two to one but every 
Shot Strikes ^ pallisado if the Battery is only direct or Fronting 
them but if Oblique you cannot miss them this inconvenience is 
novp^ rectified by all Engeneers by removing them into the Ditch 
and Covert Way from the Glacis Experience having taught them 
Wisdom* 

I cannot close this without Observing to Your Honour that 
Pallasadoes are seldom made use of, but in Europe in Places 
frequently attackl by a Ro)^! Army w^here every thing that can 
be thought of are Used to keep the Enemy off and also to he 
Supposed in a Place whore Timber Is Cheap for if that is not the 
case they are not Used that is to say to be had for Cutting Down 
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for 1 have been at Genoa Leghorn Messina &c“ and been round 
their Fortifications and know though those Places are well.Forti¬ 
fied yet they have No PalJasadoes the Reason is that their Use and 
^ Sen'icc will not counterballance the Expence I therefore give it 
as my humble oppititon that the Scheem now on Foot will be both 
Expencivc and Useless on which Account I tian[s]rer and make 
over to the Proposer thereof all the Honour that [may] Accrue 
thereby declaring the Maxim is new to me and passfes] my com¬ 
prehension indeed something of this kind practized on the Coast of 
Guincy to keep the Wild Xegroes^ind Inhabitants of the Wood out. 

i am &c* B. P, 
[Bartholomew PlaistedJ. 

Mnrc^ 3ofA, 1747 . 

To ttiE Honourable Jons Forsteu, Esq'. 

302. Paht of the Baekacks to be m.ade Bomb-proof. 

Extrnet from Btngal Puhtic C^nsuUntions. Fort 
13, 1747. Rait^ /., VoL X/X. 

Mr. Bartholomevv Plaisted Engineer having been directed to 
inform Us of the proper place to make Bomb proof as agreed 
upon acquaints Us that he thinks some Part of the Barracks to 
be the most proper 

And as the Timbers thereof are very rotten and must necessarily 
be removed 

Agreed therefore that a Part of each End be appropriated for 
that purpose and that it be immediately set about a Quantity of 
Bricks and Chinam being now ready 

And as he advises Us against Palltsading the Fort as we first 
designed it being useless and expensive 

Agreed therefore that such Pallisadoes as are alread}* proi-idcd 
be applyed to the Ends of the Wharf uhere the Walls are very 
low. 

203. OaSERVATtOtiS BV THE COURT ON THE LoSS OF MADRAS. 

Exfrati/ritm Gnurtti LttUr from tkt Court to Bekgalt Ijoudon^JuIy 14, 
1747 ^ Lctt^ Brnk 

5. We art Surprized to hear that the Success of the French at 
Madrass should fill you with such Terrors, even while the Men of 
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War lay in Bengal Rivcr^ for which Reason, having a Conlidonce 
in the Resolution and Activity of John Jackson^ We appoini: 
him next iti Council to Mr_ Forster^ and to Succeed him when he 
Resigns the Govern ment. 

6- And We hope that all our Covcrnours who have not Resolu* 
tion to Defend Our Scttletnents, as We think was the Case at 
Madrass, w'ill Resign to such who have. 

7. Enclosed is a Copy of a Resolution come to by The Company 
in General Court Assembled^ We hope and expect that you will 
Abhor the thought of giving up the Settlement, and the more 
Monstrous one of a Ransom after^^^rds. 


204. The Palisades.^ 

/nTm PuMk Cmtsu/Ia/hms. F^rf HWiiiMi, 

Si:/^Um 6 rr 3^ 1747, L, J-W. JtX. 

Captain Commandant Robert Hamilton sent in hb proposals 
for strength! ng the Place in the best and most expeditious Manner 
it will bear. 

As We think it highly necessary to comply therewith 
Orderep that it be set about immediately and 
Okdereo that Captain Hamilton^ Proposals be enlred after 
this Consultation. . . , 

To THE HONOUK.4&LI: JOHX FORSTEft^ ESKy, PRESlUJIilT AND GOVERNOUR 

OF Fort William, Coukcill- 

HONOlTRAfiLE Sir and SIR-% 

I now itiink it Part of my Duty 10 by before Yoyr Honour Couneill 
what b ncrtsary to defend ibfe Town of QUoitta in Case it should be aiiacVd 
by Land it lies entirely open on all Quirters in order to defend the same and 
to dbpale the Gmuod Inch by Ineh with the Enemy the folluwing Work is 
jieceuary. In the first Place all dae little Allyes and Streets ought to be treble 
pallisadocd with strong palliudoes and where its thought nec^sary they may 
have Boon to them for passing thro' in die Daytime and dierc must be Ditches 
on the Outside and Grcumd Rais'd Breast high, on the Iitside AU the large 
Avenues from the River within and also the Landing Places must he strongly 
Uarri cadoed with Paliisadpes and Doors to th em only in some Places and the 

i The paJisadoi are ihowq enelesitis die Europeau ponioa d| CaJetLlta m a plan 
whkh [ here Eeproduce, PI. IV., and wMd3 Is preseri-ed tn ihe King^s Libnuy at the 
Bricuh Museum (IL 113, 41). The phm a atcriboted to Forreati and Ollfret in 1742, 
ThLt il obvionaly Ldccrrect; It is more probably by Flakted, in 174S {compaie 
-extract 224. the first footngie 1 hereto). 
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Piillisadues ought to be ntore open in Order lo lirie Cannon through them aa 

fil^o u l.iT^c Qoanlitv of Gabbcl^nsi mad^ of as al^ a laq'e Quanilty 

of Guniti^ Bags rniisl be got ready lo make Batteries for Cannon when wanled 
Likewise a Large Qiiatiiity of Crenadoes and in default of such a Quanlily as is 
necessary Glass Bottles w^U do better for Fumalls where k b %'isible tbe Fnemy 
desigi%$ to attack, all the Small Cannon in the Place ought to be mounled on 
Field Carriages and ail those wfio have I louses and Compounds bordering upon 
the Avenues lo the Tow'n where the Enemy may reasonably be thought able to 
approach shall he Order'd to raise a Fool Bank of Earth behind their Wiilts 
so high that n Man with Ease may fire over them inlo the Street and the like 
Conduci ought lo be observ'd in Hoosts English Men ought to have the Oni- 
goards of ail Principal I and Particular Places, and the Aforesaid Avenue^ and 
Places before mention'd to be guarded by Berhendars But if it ifl replied Wc 
'Cajinot malrLtain so many Posts at Once I answer neither can the Enemy attack 
so many Posts ai once and one man within is worth 4 without Likewise the 
Line uf Cannon next the River Side within the AmbTr^lers there ought lobe 
Gabeones Placed of 6 foot high fill'd with Earth between the Cannon if Your 
Honours approve of this my Humble Opinion the sooner the Work is begun it 
will be ihe better for the Safety of the Honourable Companys Effects and 
likewise ourselves, the Inhabitants 

I aniT Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your most Obliged and Obedient Humble Servant, 

ROUi^ftT Ha&jilton. 

FoI^T WlLJUAK, 

TA* AuiptLi, 1747. 

P.S,—What [ have Mentioned w'lll not only be a great Defence to the Place 
but wilt very much hLodeT the Desertion that Wc have from lime to time of 
Soldier? and Sailors.—R. H+ 


205* Rear-Admiral Bose a we x sent out, 

Sx^ratf/rffm /rffm /At Ceuri U Btftgal. Oc/^r i6j 1747- 

Zt/f/r BiwA jVa- 36 - 

4+ Upon our Strenuous Application Hk Nfajesty liAth been 
Graciously pkased to send •a Strong Squadron of Men of War 
under tho Command of The Honourable Rear Admiral Boscawen 
with these our Ships whereon this Letter is sent. 

12^ In case Rear Admiral Boscawen or the Commander in Chief 
of His Majesty's Forces should require your Assistance in Attack¬ 
ing the Enemy any \vhere near youj We hereby order you to give 
it him to the utmost of your Power, and to pul under his Command 
what Militar)% Marine or other Force you can possibly procure or 
spare consistent with the Safety of your Place. 


13—2 



/r0m fftfignl Ptil/fc /^arf IVi/fitimf * 

24^ 1747 * A, XX. 

Mr* ’William Kempe Zemindar acquainting the Board that the 
Burars are so bad that in the Times of the rains the Country 
People desert them and the Expence of repairing them being 
calculated at about looo Rupees 

Ordf-REI> that we do repair the same this being the proper 

Season. 

^ 207. Captain Fenwick*^' Views on the Dei ences of 

Calcutta. 

Zr///i^ 5 /fipm iW 

17^7-4^- V/^ 

To Kclurn to my Remarks on what has fell out in a military 
w'ay, you will please to recollect, I w'as ordered by Governor 

I Jn the OffflC COllfiCtiDa tiicre im fivs ' lEllcni frcuTj d C’C&lItHnati who PCSKlsd 
thirty in the Eitglllh East IndlA Compaay'A servioe In the PrtivloCK oi Bengal. 

' Ac to hb Friend in Lnadna ' This gnntknun iai e^ldcntLy Thomas Ftnwict, son 

&f Sarah Fnnwkk, ippomied a wiitet In the Compuiy'a service la 1721, Hb sen-ice 
in tndm ii dated from SepEmiibcr S, 1711, though he Actually arrived at Calcutta by 
the HMikivU on MATch 27. i^ai* He wm at stationei at Calcutta, but ^as sent 
to Dacca in 172J, Here be hec&me bvolved Iti adiapnle helwecn the Company** 
servants, hut ivas in the end declared eo have d<™ hia duty in enEponing an atEempt 
lo defnwd the CoEnpany. On February la. lyjo, he was sent second to Patna, where 
he tnuit ha^Ts foltan Ifllo dlMcultica, and lost hb service; Tor on June 7* 1739. on ihe 
resignal ion of Captain ThnmAi Massey, the Council Appointed him to succeed m 
ynungBst Uemewit in Captain CommEutdaitt William MolcomWB Company of 
FmE, - in n^ard to hb being greatly reduced by mbfoitnncs, aEvd believing him 
welJ qnaJiQed.' On januar)- 3, 1744. he married Elimbeth BadmAH,^ by whom he 
I hud bsue Thomas, baptiied April lA, 1745; KUajdseth, April 19. 1746; William* 

bnptiEed August at, 1747, buried January a6, 1743; Fdv,ard. hapElisd July j. 1748 
and AAothef William. b^tiAed June 16. 1749 In all the entries in the parbh 
ingbter he b Styled ' CApuitL.' bul Aft A mattw of ^t he wm nol a Cnptll 1 n'» 
COenmiMion tUl August ai, 1747, He claims to ba^e been on friendly lerms with 
Braddyll* Fontsr, and Captain Hdqombe. He represenii Calcutta os pAnic-stmek 
in 174; at the posaihllity cf on aEtack by the French Volunteer were called for 
to make up" ifa* iMpa ciewa. bm all hting hsiclt till Fenwick come forward and 
Induced no lest than forty m joici Fenwick was then ordered to attack the MaxAthms 
I whom he thought h would have b™ better to leave alone. The extract givefl 

fnllow bis account of his proceedlnp, and come from the tatter portion of the fifth 
fctler Oei November 10,1753. he was permitted to return to Europe tor the recovery 
of hb health and the settlement of hb family aJTairs 


* 
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Fofsler^ to sicze upon the Commander of the Morattoes encamped 
at Dedn^s Townj^ was 1 to drop upon him with tny detachment in 
a clotidt and when he had him* he repeats no inclination to Ihresh 
Him then, but there hinv'e been so many remarkable Errors founded 
upon Polsticksp that can never agree, as well to the sending out 
detachments, as spending large Sums upon distant works that 
cannot be defended, or succoured by the Garrison, that in my 
Opinion, Merchants should not be trusted to determine the 
Efficacy 6f any Militar>^ Considerations^ but in a Council of War, 
and the Company will distinguish the Capacity of the Captains 
they Employ, from the Result of such Councils; However there 
does not seem to have been so much real Attention to the Service 
of defence, as in troublesome times, our Governors by an Osten¬ 
tatious E.^travagance, have noised their diligence to give them a 
Reputation with the Company? and this maybe Politick enough 
in regard to both* If they would be honest and frugal in the execu¬ 
tion, by making a great Bustle at a small expence, which can be 
done to amuse all parties^ and in appearance soften the dangers, 
vve might otherwise be thought to be in; for I conjecture upon 
everj' Alarm, the Proprietors are jealous of the Directors manage¬ 
ments, which are evils should be kept at a distance as much as 
.possible; and i think every man must be of a turbulent, if not 
Dishonest principle, who exaggerates upon Surmises* or even in 
facts to injure the Company's Credit. - .. * 

In the second year of the Morattoes’ entring Bengal, Aliyverdy 
Cawn our Nabob, sent a publick Compliment to Governor Bradyll, 
with a Surpavv (or Rich Habit) warning him to be upon 

his Guard against the Morattoes, and requesting that he would 
prevent their crossing the River, os much as in our Power; the 
Governor did me the Honour to apf>oint me to command the 
detachment on this publick Occasion, when he went to receive 
the Surpaw* w'hich is alw-ays out of the P'ort and as soon as the 
Ceremony was over, I was Ordered with a Party on board a Sloop 
to cruise upon the River* to w^atch the Morattoes Motions and 
prevent their crossing agreable to the Nabob'^s Advice and Request; 
upon my Return, (as I was a constant attendant upon Mr. Bradyll, 

^ t e.fc Daiie''s Towti, Tvhefc the D&na Had a thalched house on tlire wtst side oi 
the rii^c oppcnlic HesJi Folnu Boalh of tbe Rupaarmiji. 
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because he would have it so) I represented to him the probability 
of having any favour conferred upon the Company' for their 
Securih' in these troublesome times, as was done at Caasimbajjar, 
and proposed a Large Redoubt, upon the Point of the Ganges 
near Dean s Town, and shewed him the wh^e design would soon 
Reimburse the Company and over pay the Kstablishment ever 
after; first, from a much less Consideration from each English 
boat passing and repassing (conformable to the Burthen) than the 
Morattocs extort; for we do not want to Quarrel with them about 
Customs allowed, but extraordinary Impositions, that the greatest 
Rice Market in Bengal (except that in the Woods) would be 
re-established, and a veiy considerable Income arise from the 
Customs, . . . 

I further put the Governor in mind of an Hospital on that 
spot, which stands high, and would not require more than two 
Subalterns, and thirty Soldiers, wnth the Peons and the Inhabi¬ 
tants to keep the Morattoes at a proper distance. As. the Hospital 
would be a Receptacle for our sick Soldiers, so it lies convenient 
for the ships Anchoring either at Culpee, or Ingelec to send their 
sick Jfen to. 1 further added to make it a place for stores, 
Anchors, Cables, and top masts, that any ship in distress, whether 
P^d or below the Redoubt might be readily assisted with any 
of these necessaries; or if she run aground which latter is 
frequent, and to which End 20 Lascars should be kept there with 
P^^r Bc^s, to be ready upon any Emergency; and all such 
Right the Company might have to any Salvage, would come in, 
and they should dispose of their own Anchors, Cables &c 

I must obsetve the Possession of Lands, so situatei as'may’be 
^ J protected, will always overpay the Exponce considerahlv, 
^ide the Advantage of commanding the whole produce of the 
Companys Investments, and though formerly the President and 
Council did not go about heartily to secure the Contents of our 
Phimiaund; m all its Articles, yet to take in so small a tract 
contiguous to Calcutta, is amaiiing, unless they thought in those 
early Days, they had fixed upon more than they wanted by per 
mitting the^ Merchants to have such large Spots of Coconut 
gardens without reflecting upon the probability of the encreasos 
of those Inhabitants, as it has feU out. and those, unw-holesomc 



i7i?-4SJ OLD FORT WlLUASf IK BENGAL I 99 

Spots by being overloaded with Trees, are no^w become a Nusance, 
creating a Stagnation near the Air, &nd depriving the Colony of 
some thousands of useful hands, that would occupy those places; 

I say it is amazing they did not establish Calcutta to the full 
eJetedi, as mentioned in the Phirmaund, which reaches to the 
Lake, and so in a circle to the Dutch bounds at Baragor, And is 
what the Nabob never disputed about that I ever heard ; for what 
is contiguous to the capital Settlement, was not the dispute, it 
was about the Towns on the other side of the River, and they 
were weakly or treacherously'given up to Oblige the Merchants, 
what I have related concerning Dean's Town aud the Advantages, 
were my Observations to Mr, Brady 11 , and I repeated them to 
Mr. Forster, the first kept up a private understanding with the 
Morattoes, the other would have done the same, but did not 
know how. yet when the Company's silk was plundered at Cutwa 
(an article the Morattoes did not know what to do with) it was 
stolen into Calcutta afterwards, and at this time a great part of 
it lies unsold at Madrass; but this is a private history, Omychund 
[Amichand] is best acquainted with. ... 

I shall . . . shorten these Military Observations with a discourse, 
r had with Mr, Forster on this Subject, when we had appre- 
bonded a Vhit from the Frerfch* * , + 

One fine Kloonliyht niglit, when the Company broke up* 
called me to him : and after we were seated in the Balcony, over 
the Wharf Battery, Asked my Opinion about the defence of the 
Place, 1 answered, that as he was pleased to require it, it was my 
duty plainly to tell him what 1 had concealed hitherto, that I had 
but a very indifferent one of itand more so, from the Construc¬ 
tions of the Gabions below, pointing to them, for a number were 
in hand, and several hnished, made so pliant, that I could crush 
them fbt, and w'ere with a large bellied bottom, and small at top, 
in the form of a Pear, or rather like an Onion basket, he took 
no notice of niy reflection on them, but nest morning I saw they 
were all moved off. and others set about, with thick split Bamboos 
and were Cylindrical, open at both ends as they ought to be; It 
is true^ HamiltQH was a Melei of true Coniuge: of the bc^st sort^ or 
he w’as circumspect and cool in Action, with great bravery, but I 
think, not otherwise calculated for the defence of a place. The 
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Governor told me of Barricades and Pallisades he intended; I 
answered there would be so many Inlets when we thought all 
secnred, that we should find our selves deceived, and if those 
works were carried round no further than half Musket Shot, from 

^ silenced by the near 
Buildings we could not man and support them ; I found by some 

Tk “P*^" wfiat defence the Fort could make, 

tim«'ll i ^ Engineer, yet these Suspici^s 

on f l>est Authors 

AtJnJ ^ might, with very little 

who knew itr^'^^ t defended, and no enemy 

ht^efoTl discretion ; 

ZtZl Z" 7 7 ^he best prospect was to give 

h! M ^' detachments of 

*" “-h, with two field 

“ht S«^e 7 t>iteh leaving a passage up, 

likX to hi "f ^he River and 

Bastions wMcXf i Gorges of the four 

SnriS hJ^f> explained to him. and the next morning con^ 

fort tveXt f commanded the whole 

Hmse.and that an enemy could not make a Lodgment in anv 

rtr Cannon as might be mounted on the 

Church, which would in its Structure and Height ^coL a 

mulfXr'*"“' Erect, as it 

must be done m sight and would prove a Counter Battery, of 

much heavier \\ eight of Metai, than they would be able to br^ng 
which I have taken notice of before, and was a notorious Robbery ‘ 

PUI«^ I. u, iH. ,«» 
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2oS, ACCOUXTS OF THE P’OXTLFICaTIOXS A\D REVENUES 

IN 1747-1 

/rffm C^ftrral Iftfm /rem Ikagixi /i? Cmrf. 

Jtinuary to, 1748 {paragr&pht 2 i|- 32 ? 3 ^ mtd FfS^rvury 14, 174® 

XTfifiAs 113, 115+ and I iS). Lci/^rs tW- Ar- 

225* 10,—Yoiif Hon&iirs will to observe in our 

Consultation of the 17th March wc took into Considemtbn the 
best method of Fortilying the weakest Part of the Factor^'' 

The new Godowns and w'hat We have done lherein appears upon 
that Consultation* 

226. Mr* Bartholomew Plaisted Engineer informing us that 
some part of the Barracks w’as the most proper place to make 
Bombproof^ especially as the timbers thereof were very rotien and 
must necessarily be removed We that daj^ agreed that a part of 
each End should be appropriated for that purpose and be imme* 
diately set about and as he advised against pallisadoeing the Fort 
it being useless and espenstve^ We agreed that such Pallisadoes 
as were then provided, should be applied to the Ends of the wharf,^ 
w[h]ere the Wails were very low* 

1^27, On the jd September Captain Commandant Robert 
Hamilton sent in his proposals for strengthning the Place in the 
best and most ejtpeditlous manner it would bear which we thought 
highly necessary to Comply with and then ordered them to be 
set about immediately. His proposals are entered after that Da\^ 
Consultation. 

rtj. F^bmar^' 24-—Having given your Honours a full Account 
of our Proceedings in regard to Strengthening our Fortifications 
in our Address per %ve shall now prtsceed to lay before 

your Honours the state of your revenues for the last year. 

115. On the 24th November Mr* William Kempe 2*emindar 
acquainted the Board that the Buzars w^ere so bad in the rainy 
season that the Country People deserted them and as the Expence 

“ ThiA it almc]&t itiG IsL^t of Fot^ez^s . He In Miutili. 1748, 

and Mr. Jolin Jackton. who had Appoii^led to him. also died on 

^[jjicb 20. Conw|uently, on April 18, 174S, WjUuim Beiru-Ell^ who wu ncKt in 
Alsndioji, abnmed chnrge ef dhe govEmment of CalcuUii. 

- April 1^ 
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of Impairing them was calculated at about One thousand (i,ooq) 
Rupees We ordered him to perform that Service. 

118. Having always in view how to promote your Honours 
Interest and Advantage in the branch of your Revenues and 
having received Information that a Spot of Ground in extent one 
hundred flfiy five (155) Beagres and Five Cot tabs laying and 
situated to the Eastwajd of Calcutta about a League distance 
from it formerly belonging to the Districts of this Place and after 
many Arguments and Debates having convinced the Zemindars 
and other Proprietors of your Honours Title to this Spot of Ground 
They did at length entirely give up their Claims tipofi which We 
set up your Honours Flag and erected a Cutcheree there We 
hav£ also set up a Buzar and Market and named the Place John 
Nagore' vvhich is now inhabited by Three hundred sixty seven 
(367) Families or Houses These tamilies are chiefly Composed 
of Caulkers \\'cavers Peons And the Ke venues thereof Collected 
the first year being was nipees Seven hundred fift)^ five 

Rupees Thirteen Annas and three Pie (755 - 13.3) as will appear 
by the Account Revenues of that year and that from April to the 
last October 1747 a^rriounted to Six hundred Eighty seven Rupees 
Nine Annas (687. g) and We are in hopes hereafter to make larger 
Additions as well in the number of Inhabitants as likewise the 
Revenue of the Place which we hope ^vtll meet with your Honours 
approva]. 


2og. Plaisted complains that he has eeen suspemded 

FOR EHJINC HIS DUTV* 


Irlftrr TA/r B^^rd fAr 

/yawrLtnSr Paraxra^n ihe tlh: Lettm 1743. f W. 54. 


Hojsolrable Sir aso Sms,-WTien first I had the Honour to 
be employed in the Honourable Company^ Service I laid it down 
as my Rule of Conduct to Act with Honour and Honei=ily* to serve 
my employers m the best manner I could to Exert my Authority 
whenever their Interest required it. to give my opinion uncon- 
trord and to take care nothing was done but what I surveyed first 

1 Jch.nafinr Uy on the «her side of iLe ClTVisr Read, ai the end of Theatn, 
Road, u may he «efi id U|:^ohrk'i mnp of Calcutta. 
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and to Act imedcately for the Companys Interest, and none other, 
blit its a MallanchoUy Consideration to me that tho' I have often 
attempted it, Yet I have many times failed therein, by my Duty 
being newly moddel'd by them that have no Authority to do it, 
for I know of no Power that can set aside my doing what is niy 
Indispensable Duty excepting the Orders of the Board, and I 
humbly conceive that the Duty of a Person in my Station has 
aln^^'s been thought to consist in these three things— 

Fitit .—^To Suri*ey and report all Maten'als that are to be bought 
for the Companys Buildings as a Proof of this must refer Your 
Honours &c* to the book of written Orders where will be found 
many of this kind to my Predecessor. 

Secondly,—To Survey and Report all Buildings that are to be 
built New or repaired, to calculate the Expence and nothing to be 
done but the Surveyor to make a Report thereof and for a Proof 
of this Your Honour &c will find in the said Book. 

Thirdly .—It has always been thought the indispensable Duty of 
ihe Person, in my Station for this 15 Vests last past to keep an 
exact account of every thing that goes out of the, Buxey Canna 
for which I am allowed ten Rupees per Mensem 
and for which ten Rupees I keep three Banians [tajiyd-sJ^ that is 
to Say one who sits with Ramram to keep an Account independant 
of his another goes round to count every Person at the Place 
where the}- work the third goes and sees every bit of Chunam &c 
Materials welghM and deliver'd. 

I am now to crave leave to inform Your Honour &c that t have 
l»cen suspended from executing the two first of these Articles by 
some unknown Authority that I am sure I know nothing of, this 
Issue it has never been by the Authority of the Board and now 
the last and boldest stroke is taken to render my Post as Useless 
as the Banians can wish these Steps have hitherto been gently 
progressive towards making me their Tool but now the last and 
boldest Stroke is taken to Enable them to do what they Please 
il little thought they would have taken such a Great Stride) in short 
by an Authority that I do not acknowledge Ramram the Buxey's 
Banian [i&crUnAT's fa»yd] has hinder'd my People from taking any 
Accounts which Accounts of mine redounds to the Honour of the 
The mitEuiy tiorea. * Assisiam*. 
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Buxey nlien they act fairly and above Board Mr. Jackson thouj^ht 
so when He used over and over to command me strictly to take 
Care that nothing was Expended but what I or my People Saw 
deliver'd in consequeaee of this order and Regulation I have 
hitherto sign'd a Daily account but since the third of this month 
they have done what they Pleased, as this is the last Effort f make 
in tehalf of the HonourabJe Company and I think evidently for 
their Interest with Submission to Your Honours I request that 
Ram ram may for this Usurpation give such sattisfaetton as Your 
Honour S:c shall see meet while I with Pleasure Observe I can do 
Du tv I owe to the Company back't b)' the Authority of the 
Board in such a manner as conduces to their interest; In case 
any rtfiections should be cast on me on account of this Represen¬ 
tation I ho^ I shall he indulged the Liberty of making replication 
theretoo and Explain my own Meaning for the Cause I am Pleading 
)s not my own but the Honourable Companys. 

I am With great Respect, Honourable Sir and Sire 

\our most Obedient Servant, 

A/ny rtk, f74g, 1'1 -aisted. 

Note.—T his Paper tho' deJivered in May yth had no notice 

taken of it till the 20th which day I sent in to desire it might have 
a heanng.—B. P. ** 

2 to. The Towk of Calcutta to m tut in Okder. 

E^ir^.t/rcm Gf,ural UtUr from tk, Ctmrt ,7. 

I74S. letter Book No. 

the Town was rendered Sickly 

v.i,ich other Encroachments, 

svhich shows the Jemmdar and others have been Negligent, in aH 

populons Piac^, the due Authority must constantly L kept up 

Inhabitants vi,nll soon be guilty of Disorders. 

that on a Snr^-ey in the Month of October 

the at the e^nce of those who filled them up, and to 

give the Drams the Necessary Repairs, which together with 
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evcr\' other Requiski We estpect was done effectually^ to render 
the Settlement Sweet and Wholsome. 

33, Inform Us the Tenour by which the Houses in the Town 
of Calcutta are held for the future, Houses belonging to otir 
Servants or any English must not be sold to Moors or any Black 
Merchants whatsoever. 

211. Establishment of the Artillery Company and 
Appointment of a-Chief Engineer. 

tiiUr/r&m ik^ C^urt to Governor &/Fort Wiilutm, Lmdon^Junr 17 , 1748 * 

l^ltrr No. J7^ 

I* Sin,—That you may know our Intention by employing Captain 
Alexander Delavaux^ as Chief Engineer of all Our Settlements, 
We send you herewith for your Government a Copy of our Instnac- 
tions to Our Goveruour of Fort St. David relative to the Services 
required of the said Engineer, and the manner in which We 
direct them to be carried into Execution on that Coast, but as it 
is uncertain if the Chief Engineer may go to Bengal for some 
Years to come, and as the Situation of Our several Settlements, as 
well as the Connexions they have with Indian Govemmeats in 
their Neighbourhood are extreamly different, as well from the 
mrious Natures of the Governments in Provinces so remote one 
from the other, ns from the different footing on which Our 
Establishments w'ere first Formed or put into our Possession* aud 
from the manner in which Our Commerce hath been carried on 
at each Place* We are therefore sensible for the above Reasons* 
and by reason of the many Expensive Buildings w^htch must be 
demolish’d to make Room for a regular Fortification and 
Esplanade of a proper Extent round it* That the Rules laid 
dowTi for the Coast of Chpromandell may not be altogether 
proper for Calcutta, We moreover consider that were We Inclined 
to go to the Expencu of Demolishing those Buddings and Erecting 
such a regular Fortification that without an outer inclosure, 
much the greater Number of the Merchants and other Principal 

* XSr AleiAnder DcilavAux Wiis ^ven a Capmlq'^s cc^minbHiOQ hf the Coarl 
January lo* 1748. On Januajry 17 he vw appointed Chief EoglDeer CaptiJis of 
the Train of Artillery- nl Fort Sc On July la. l7^5i he was diadwg«i frosu 

the Company'a service. 
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Inhabitants would be continually Exposed to be plunder'd or 
earned off by any Encmya who please to Attempt It. and would 
have no Shelter against an Invasion from the Morattas, or e^^n 

again^ the Countrey Government, whenever they thinli lit to 
have Disputes with You. '' 

£. It uj plain from the Apprehensions You was under on the 
Loss of Madrass, lest the French should destroy You next, that 
You neither thought your own Strength though supj.wted at that 
time by Six of His xMajesty’s Ships, nor the Neutrality of the 
Countrey a sufficient security, and You at all times stand so much 
in A\^e of the Countrey government, that they easily and shame- 

at the Company's 

1 pretence of Abuses in 

arrymg on In vale Trad^, 

and Company's Possessions 

'. I r„'*L r , perfect a State of Security as We are 

" -- EstablishLnt of our 
Erected'and ha^ f regular Company of Artillerv to be 

Government 

hl^ fi 1 ^^®“«^e 5 andExpences will be rather hurtful 
than bciiefieiaJ to the Company unless sufficient and Proper 
Fon,fiea.'<,n, b, ™d. r,„ D.fc„„, t„ ,„cl. a ma„n« ,, ,o c„™r 

ZilLl o ^ T are .hereto 

Eapr-dito, «.d F™ser“'^, 7 ''h« dTe 

for this Purno^ IV- J, ? , Fortifications Re^juisit 

with that of Major ^roSa%^^a^tTh*'"'‘^^■"'^*t^" 

i lossman to act therein in the manner You 

til* Eiwllih Rectird Offio* giw wL i „„ ii, 'r ' '*™ty >i**» 

In * Liu 0< Offiwrt Qt ^laitat.Ceii^J r *?•*, p. jS. 

Fort. Wbw CcminiBkrns «TI> hat at M t*te Kt^xiinsiit of 

I7I», da Friinuiy aj, i,dS tlae Cnuti ''!Ij T- 6*™* Aeguit 13, 

S. i7*s, tue Cqun appoinied ftim M»j„ of ,be Cafrtwn rtf 
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two may judge will best Answer our Intanlions, Taking the 
Advice uf thme about you who are the most Skill'd in Works of 
that Nature, and whose Sincerity can be best relyed on. 

rrom the best Information We have been able to get, If two 
small Forts in the Nature of Field Forts be Erected, one at the 
most convenient Flnces near each Extremity of the Company’s 
Bounds near the River Side, and that those Forts especially the 
lower One be so disposed as to cover a Battery' of large Guns to 
prevent Ships coming before the Factory', And if from these two 
New Forts a line be drawn- round the Company’s Ikiunds, or 
round so much of them as may be thought necessary'. Flanking in 
the Nature of a cover’d way with Places of Arms, and Defended 
by a broad Ditch and substantial Ramparts of Earth, We think 
such W'orks may fully answer our Intention. In setting about 
such Works the only Things to be considered are, how lar y'ou 
may be Embarrass’d with the Countrey Government, and what 
the Expcnce of the Works may amount to. 

5, As to the Countrey Government We cannot foresee what 
Objection they can with any sort of Justice or Reason make to 
Our Erecting Works of that Nature, for Our Security against 
European Enemys, Experience having proved no Regard is p.iid 
by the French to the Neutrality of the Mogul’s Dominions, and 
that vs-ere the Countrey Government willing to protect Us, they 
are not able to do it against the French, w-ho having little to lose, 
arc aJ way-s prone to violate the Laws of Nations to inrich themselves 
by plunder. The Nabob cannot but be sensible that His Revenues 
are Supported chiefly by the Immense Sums We Yearly Import 
into his Dominions, and must know what a stagnation it would 
Create in hts Finances, if Calcutta were to be taken by the French, 
and laid waste in the manner Madrass hath been. He cannot or 
ought rot to be jealous, that the making the Fortifications 
proposed is in Order to Annoy him, or to make Us be less 

Fan VVitiiaBi Id Bengal en Uw ume cctau m Major Lawmice si Fort St. t>avid. 
Ofl Maich 2 he wai sUawed too piliieaa fot etipeitiei, mtd on April m Ite wi* 
pernlltled to lak< OUl ■ icrvut end /Soo in Ioi«igii lilver (we Coort Boot). As be 
Irtl m enuiTD in t7ii, b* Could DCt bsve been tltlKh l«» ihsn fifty yean ohl M tbe 
tunc of bis up p^T Tim m t Id ElcaguJ. No voeder he di^ ot fever in loss thae two 
moDtlul 
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Depend-int upon him than We now are, since it is certain, by 
having Our Capital Settlement well secured against Our Enemy-s, 
We shall be enoouraged to carrj* qr our Trade with more Spirit* 
and to a greater Extent than We have hitherto done, as We shall 
have a Place of more Security to keep our Goods in after they are 
bought, and as the Company's Investments must continue to be 
carryed on Jn the remote Parts of his Dominions, where the 
several Goods are produced or fabricated We shall continue to be 
dependant, on his Government, as W'e have hitherto been, and 
tbe^ Additional Fortifications at Calcutta can be no Anno>ance 
to him. as they cannot be mored, and are Csilculated only for 
Self Defence. If it be Objected that these Fortifications will make 
Ls more mdependant than We now are, because it may be less in 
the Power of the Government to distress the place than it now is 
from It 5 being Open, The Answer is, That the Fort is already 
Strong enough to Protect it Self against any Force of the 
Countrey, and that in case of Necessity, new Works sufficient to 
secure the Bounds against them could be thrown up before they 
can bring an Army against you. 

6. I^F these and such like Arguments do not prevail upon the 
Na^b to acquiesce in jour setting about the Works wHthout 
Molestation. \on are to let him know in a proper manner, voti 
have our Orders to make Calcutta as secure as You can against 
the French or any other European Enemy. And that if he 
obstructs ^ou m following these Orders, You are forbid to Issue 
any Money for Trade, and must do the best You can to fulfil 
them. That kou shall be sorry to be obliged to take such Measures 
as may be Ruinous to his Revenues, and the Trade of the 

the of ‘he Company greatly at heart, as they may 

r w ‘he East Indies, to 

ch^tise the 1 rench for their Insolence at Madrass, His Majesty 

will support the Company in ivhatever they may think fit to do 
for their future ^onty for though a Peace is now making with 
Fr^ce, no one know^ how long it may last, and when War is 
broke out. It IS alwaj-s too late to make Fortifications strong 
enough to make Defence against an Enterprrring Enemy, as 
appears from what happened at Madrass, where strong W^orks 
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were Erecting, but could not hs haJf finish’d before the French 
Attackt and took the place. 

7. Having come to a Resolution with Major Afossman on the 
Fortifications proposed, or such others as may be judged will best 
Answer Our Intentions, You are to make an Estimate of the 
Expence, Taking care to do it as exactly as You can, and that 
every- thing be done in the most frugal and compleat manner. 
And before you begiti to carry them into Execution, You are to 
try to ease the Company of the Burden as much as can be done 
with Prudence by Endeavouring to persuade the Principal 
Merchants and other Inhabitants to contribute Generously 
thereto, as the Merchants and Inhabitants of other Places have 
heretofore done when Works of that Nature have been undertaken 
for their Security, The Example set by those at Pondicherry, 
where the Wall lately Built enclosing the whole Town was carryed 
on principally, if not totally, at the Voluntary Expence of the 
Inhabitants, may, Wc hope Excite those of Calcutta to be as 
ready to Contribute as they were who live under the French 
Protection have been, especially if they consider the outer Line is 
calculated chiefly for their Safety, as one of a much less extent 
would suffice to secure the Company’s Effects, should the 
i^Ierchants and Inhabitants not be willing to contribute towards 
the Expence of the new* Works. You are nevertheless to set 
about them with all convenient Diligence, and to consider what 
Tax may be laid on the Inhabitants in the manner the W ^ t 
Burthensome, to the most I ndustrious and poorer sort of them, that 
the Company may have an increase of Revenue, which may in 
tiaie Compensate for part of the Expence of the P'ortificatidns. 
and this We think may be done in .some equitable w*ay, so as t& 
be hardly felt in so populous a Place. But we direct that no such 
new Tax be raised till W’e have approved of it. 

8, After having Survey'd the Ground, and kid your Plan for all 
the different Works, which We intend to be of Earth only, unless 
in Such Parts of them as it may be absolutely necessary-to use 
Brick. Timber. or other hlaterials, you are to provide for so much 
of the Works as can be finishl in one Season, before the Rains 
come on, beginning w-iih such Parts as may be most immediately 
necessary, but before you actually begin upon the Works, You are 

14 
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to take care that all the Goods expected from the Aurung^ 
[ijiircifigj] or Subordinate Factor)’^ to be laden on Our returning 
Ships of the Season, be within reach^ so as not to Risque a 
Pisappointmentt by their being Stopt on the way at Places Irom 
whence you cannot easily force them, and if yon apprehend the 
least danger to our People at the Subordinate Factorys, yon are to 
recal them and are not to Issue any Money by way of Dadney, or 
send any Goods into the Country' for the Company's Account^ 
giving Notice to the Merchants to act in like niannet till you 
renew the Company's Trade. 

9. By taking these Precautions the Nabobs Intentions will soon 
be discover'd^ [f he make any attempt to Attack or Disturb You, 
\ DU are immediately to stop ail Navigation upon the Kiver to the 
utmost of your Power in every Branch, Sufiering no ^'esscl or 
Boat to stir whether Leiden or Empty^ except such as belong to 
European Settlements^ who have a right to give Dustichs or Passes 
for the River, giving previous notice to the Chiefs and Council of 
such SettLementSp to give their Diisticks or Passes to all Boats or 
vessels belonging to them^ or those living under their ProtectioOt 
warning them at the same time to prevent any MisEinderstandifig, 
that if the)^ grant Ousticks or Passes to any others. You shall be 
obliged to show no regard to them. 

lo^ We make no Quistion, but on your adhering strictly to 
these Orders^ the Nabob will soon come to reason in time to go on 
\itlh the Investment for the Ensuing Seasonp as W^e know w'hat a 
Distress these Pleasures mtist lay him under, not only from the 
Apprehension of our forbearing to Issue Moneyp but on account of 
the Salt, which contributes so much to his Revenue^ and this 
Distress will Allect the whole Couiilrcyp as almost all their 
Necessary's of Life am constantly going and coming by Water for 
the Supply of their Markets. 

^ ri. If the Nabob permits you to go- on quietly with the Works, 
\oii are to remain quiet, but not to return our People to the 
Subordinate Settlements, or to Issue any Money for Goods till 
\ou [have] made some Progress in the Works, and till you are 
satisfied ^ much as can be, by such a perfidious People, that the 
Nabob will not give them any Molestation or latermption to our 
Trade. 
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12. Wc know it may require severaJ Seasons to perfect all the 
necc^ary Works, but ns We think the OnJy struggle You will have 
with the Countrcy Government on this Account will be at first, 
especially if you shew a determin’d Resolution, We presume You 
may go on with them Quietly afterwards, as the Chief time of 
Working w'ill fall out towards the end of one season and before 
the beginning of the ne.'tt, during svhich time You cannot be 
molested on taking the above Precautions, 

ij. So soon as you have settled the Plan for the whole Portifica- 
tion. You are to prirrenl any persons possess'd of Grounds 
necessary to be kept clear for carrying it into Execution, from 
Huilding or Planting thereon, or Mangling them by any other 
means so as to Impede the Works, or make them more Expensive 
than they would be otherwise, and You arc to get such Ground 
Exchanged upon an Equitable footing, against vacant Pieces of 
Grounds belonging to the Company, if such Grounds belong to 
Persons living under Our Protection, You arc to let them know. 
Wc Expect they make no difficulty in Accomodating Us, and if 
they belong to any of the Neighbouring Zemindars, whose Lands 
may Indent with the Company’s, We doubt not, but You may 
cither purchase or hire thorn for ever, or Exchange them on 
reasonable Terms. These Precautions ought to be taken before 
it be known what Uses those Grounds are for, or as the Ditch 
proposed will be an Excellent drain to the whole Place, and will 
far Exceed any other that can be made, it may be pretended that 
is the use they arc to be put to. On giving You this hint. You 
will easily jndee how proper it will [be] to contrive all your 
Drains sa os to adapt them to your Fortifications, by which means 
great part of the Intended Ditch may be made under the Colour 
of making Drains, before jxiur real Intention becomes Publick to 
the Country’ Government, 

14. The aboxe arc our present Thoughts, but You must Pro¬ 
ceed no further on this Plan than to Erect the tower Fort on the 
North Side of the Creek near by Govindpore, which We think 
will effcctoally Command Tannah Reach and Dattcry, until You 
hear further from Us, taking care that the Works are so Situated 
as not to be in danger of being undermined by the Tide or 
Freshes. 


14—2 
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t5« In the niean time, You are to consider the whole PlaD very 
maturely, make an Estimate of the Expence and let us know 
what part of it We may expect to be paid by the Inhabitants, 
and send Us a Flan of your Place, and the \Vorks proposed to be 
made. 


15 . Notu'ithstanding the above, if You, the Second and Major 
be of Opinion that it will be better to postpone the Erecting of 
the lower Fort and Batteiys till 3’ou have thoroughly considered 
the Utility of them, and given Us your Sentiments thereon, You 
ate in such Case to wait for Our Answer before you begin. 

We are. 

Your loving Friends, 

Richard Chauncy, Chairtmn, 

W" Braund h. Gough 
Henry Plant Feake 

Bootle 
Hudson 
W“ Rider 
W“ Willy 
R. Drake 
Alex Hume 


LOMION, 
ij/A Jufu, 1748. 


Michael Impey 
Tho* Rous 
Whichcott Turner 
J, Winter 
W** Maubott 
Christ® Burrow 


312, Mr, Hampton appointed Suryeyor. Prison to be 

REPAIRED.1 


Exiratit/rem Btnga! Puttie CeneuUah'oms. Wimam,Jum WH 
imd Auguft 15, 174S. xXi, 

]me 20.—There being no Surveyor appointed by the Board 
Ac REED that Mr. Charles Hampton Senior be appointed to 
service. 

15.—The Zemindar acquainting the Board that the 
Catwall Pnson* is in bad Condition with the late heavy Rains. 
Ordered the ^mc to be Repaired. 


‘he G^art, 

1 -orl Vr llliAni, Ni^ember 19, gg ^ 

. I tb* pri^ to be eot the jeil ■ iu Ijl Bazar but the 

‘SantiiarliaB eofthof Tinvu* Iii»4r (tee eitwi 137} 




OLD FORT WILLIAM IN BENGAL 


17481 


IIJ 


213. BOSCAWEN and the DEFENCES OF FORT WiLUAM. 

Exfracis from LiUtr from Bofcixwtn to Bormil-, Qetober 3* 17481 oad I eiUr 
from Barviell to I^evtmiitr afi, 174S, quetrd m Barwrl^s Ltiur 

to iiu Srtrrt Committu in England-, daud DKtmbtt 23, 1745 ' SdiiuL 
lantoui LeiUrt rtcHved., 1747-43, VoU 34. 

October' 3. Boscawen to Harwell.—By the Account you are 
pleas'd to give me of your Defences, and l^e Strength of your 
Garrison, the Fort does not appear to be a place capable of making 
any long Resistance, and therefore 1 should think you cannot be 
too much upon your Guard \—The Neutrality of the Country 
Government is by no means to be depended on, as may be seen 
by woeftill Experience from what happened to Madrass; and I 
am pretty certain Schemes have been formed on both Sides in 
Europe, for dislodging each other from their Settlements in the 
Ganges—And as to the Topasses, 1 assure y^u they have behaved 
extrcamly well with me, and 1 don't doubt will do as well behind 
Walls as Europeans, So that if you can increase their Number, I 
should judge it adviseable to do it. . . . 

November 28. Harwell to Boscawen,—In my last 1 took the 
liberty to write you what I thought necessary concerning our 
Scituatlon and the State of Defence we are in, which 1 observe 
you esteem of no great worth, nor really is it of much, though I 
have already taken into pay all the Topasses and other People 1 
could possibly procure, but there are very few to be got, and the 
Topasses here are nothing like those on the Bombay side, there* 
fore I take the liberty to recommend to your Consideration 
whether it will not be Eligible to send us three or four hundred 
Men for onr more certain Defence, as from this Place the Com¬ 
pany must draw their most valuable Investments, 

Your Observation is assuredly just that the Neutrality under 
the Countly' Government is by no means to be depended on. 
However it cannot be quite so easy to break through so far up a 
River as if it was near the Sea Side, and where the Power of the 
Europeans is exceedingly more extensive, and they rather Com¬ 
mand the Country Government than the Government them, But 
here it is something otherwise. However as a fair oppiortunity will 
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not be let slip by that artful 1 and faithless nationp you will please 
to Afford some Reflection on the former Paragraph and act therein 
as you shall think most Eligible for our Companys and Countr >5 
Interest* 


214. Fhesh Plans' not to be executex> till P'urther 

Orders* 

ICxIra^f from Grntrad LitUr from tkr Court to Bin^h London^ Dictm^r 2 * 
174®^ Lritrr Book 

If Captain Delavaux the Engineer from Fort St. David comes 
to your Placet receive his Plans and Proposals for any Works for 
the better Defence of your Settlement, and transmit them to Us 
with proper Estimates, but do not put them into Execution till 
you receive our Further Orders. 


215 . Pt*AlSTED REPRESENTS IlIS CaSE TO BARWELL. 

LeUft from Bartkoiomrw PlaitHd to BonoB/^ Afisroi/afttous 

Lfttm reemf^df 1746 ^ Wn 34 , 

To THE Honourable WautAM BARtvELL, Esq"‘ 

Honolraule Sift^ — I crave leave in the most Respectful! 
manner to Represent to Your Honour the Reason for the Step Pni 
going to take having some hopes Yet that my Reputation which I 
am very' tenacious of may appear clear and unspotted for I hope 
Your Honour will Excuse me if I cant help interpreting the 
Decree of June the aoth*^ as Injurious to my Chameter and Repu- 

I Ai a matter of lici, anytHinjf wai dans aboui ihe fortlficadcinj' ami 

building)! of Caicutlii in 1743 cw ID 1749 UU the arrival of Xinjor hloamnn. On 
August ij. 17481Council ordered tho prison to be re-paired. On Janmiry H. 
1749, they ordered the >vharf to Sa tinalt murhet to be rcbctilt ^ by taslng the 
Merdunu who live ihens abtmli tn profiorliaD lo thoir Ground/ But, cn March 13. 
the^' were ^ acquainted llic MerchnnU would not acqalewc to an Order for maJtiug a. 
mart to the Eoad leading *□ Soerta Loota Buar* therefun! [they] orderad the 
Zunimlar to repair the and debit the Merchants Accounts Idr the Amonni*' 
See Abstracts of Bengal General Leitera, November 19, 17^3 (paragreph Kg), 
Jjiauary 2 ?. ^ 74 ^ (larngraph iB)* and Aagnst to, 1749 (pnragimph 43). in the Coast 
afid Hay Abstracts of Lerteir received, Vol. 5. 

> Coutpnre extract 211 above. 
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tation on many Accounts; perticnlarfi as follows for since Your 
Honour has granted me some Paragraphs relating to my se so _ 
can no\s' speak to them with Propriety and first when I came with 
that complaint against the Banians I appear d at t c 
Board as the Surveyor of the Compan>’S Works this theJ 3 oard 
denyed me; an Argument of this bind knockt all m the ea 
had further to say because livhat I was to bring was in tonscf^uence 
of my being Surveyor accordingly the Council decreed 


That thtfe being no Surveyor appointed hy the .UoLird agreed that Mr 
Charlei Hampton Senior l>e appointed to that Service. 


Does not this Evidently treat me as an impostor for i 
appear'd before Your Honour &c. as Surveyor and was not 1 must 
endeavour to impose upon the Board and He that imposes ! 
may bo Allowed to understand my Countrt* tongue is an Im^stor 
not to mention that the decreeing me no Surveyor was eviden y 
at the same time decreeing I had no Right to lay a Comp am 
against the Banians and the Victory* they gain’d by my hemg 
turn'd out upon it shews he must be a Hardy Fool indeed a ttr 
such a Precedent that serves the Company on the like Oceasmn. 

1 am now to prove to Your Honours I w-as Surveyor of the 
Company's Works and Appointed by the Board consctiuent y a a 
Right to lay any Complaint in behalf of the Company by refer mg 
your Honour to the Following Paragraph. 


GENKIIAL LETtUR,* I74S- 

Pmngrftph 83, ^Sometifne ago Jobfl Alof^c Surveyor of \ Htmours. 

Works dyinjf we appoinLeU Mr* Bartholomew' PlaUte^ who ist Esteem a 
Capable Person m fais room at tbe IJsuall Sailer^'* 

Nor cajj it be denyed but its to be found on Consultation that I 
am Survey'or being so Intitled in the last Paragraph of Oct sist 
1745 which begins thus ‘Mr. Bartholomew Plaisted Surveyor qI 

the Honourable Companys Works.' 

After this I am wlUing Your Honours should judge whether I 
have not reason to complain, because that Complaint against t e 
Banian run in this Manner that my Duty consisting of ihrM 
material Parts they had denyed me the Priviledge of Executing it 

i Compare ejUFKt tg? sbovo 
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and refer d to some Books to prove my Assertions (which by the 
by w'as never produced) in Answer to this hh. Ketnpe at the Council 
Board was pleased to Say it was his Order, Yet Mr. Kempe never 
attempted to sa)' he had ever acquainted me ft was his Order 
though my Complaint lay before the[m] Six Weeks on that 
Accotint which he well koewr then did he not during that 
Six Weeks endeavour to undeceive Me, No. on the dther hand he 
seem d to resolve that I should be punish'd in a most Ignonnnious 
manner because I v^'ould not pay a tacit Obedience to a Banian 
who I hope whatever superiority thev" may pretend to by the 
decree of June are still my inferiors and 1 cannot bring myself 
to believe that if that order vvhich^was that / should not iuio 

M Aimaks dHwer d been decreed detrimental! to the Companys 
interest that it would any way have favourid my Cause to have 
Answer d TAr Banians pkased to order so and I say I am w^ell 
Assured that the Reply would have been, that the Banutns had no 
Poufer h Order me nor a as that ajiy excuse for $ny Obeymg but that 
nothing of that kind might be retorted on me was the Reason I 
laid that Complaint before the Board and the consequence to Me 
is too fresh in \our Honours Memory' to need any Repetition^ 
therefore not to prolong this Letter this .is the tnie Reason of my 
discontent after having Relinquish’d the Command of two verv‘ 
good Ships to serve the Company which I have done three Year 
and a half and I hope with Integrity and now am forced to 
England to retrieve that Character and to Amend that Fortune I 
have decreased in the Companys Service by seiring them too 
Hon«tly. After this it may appear a little Odd to Ask a favour 
at the time I am representing my Sulfering yet as I find it's 
owfi my going home W'hich I would not absolutely fix on before 
I spoke to \our Honour I thought it necessary to say thus much 
at present to the Occasion Bot being inform’d Your Honour pro¬ 
pose to have a tram of Artilarj- Officer’d accordingly as I was 
regul^ly brought up and Educated in Fortification and Gunnery 
which if any one disputes my AbiJit>-s in, I am willing to deposstt 
in the Companys Cash tooo Rupees provided my Opponent will 
*p«.t JM after which wa wiU iaterchaaga in Writing gacationa 
te ha SaJvrd by ih. nthcr Party he Ihea who gives The a.ost 
Solatioas shall be lataled to the Post and the Money likewise 
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and I propose Mr. Fullerton who is well versed !n the 

Mathematic ks to be judge- From this Proposall so fair I 

hope I may have Your Honours [support] that U a Company is 
formed on the footing I have mention'd to have the prior Claim 
as the Captain^ this Sir will be doing me a favour which 1 shall 
peiticularly acknowledge from your Honour and I shall Esteem it 
an Equi%'alent for all my Sufferings which give me Leave to say 
are verj^ great for'w'hile other People make fortunes by serving the 
Company 1 have lost One* 

When I give this Challenge it would be a presumption in me 
to Challenge the Whole World that not being my Intentions 
therefore that I m^y not be mfsunderstood I include only such 
Gentlemen who are present Inlmbitants of CaJeutta taking all 
the Military Officers and Gunners these being the Gentlemen 1 
imagine ready to Sot licit for the Post. 

I hope Your Honour will Excuse my Stating my Sufferings first 
by which I assure you I intend to cast no refiections but a Wound 
to the Quick must needs give some Smart. 

I nm, with the greatest Respect, 

Your Honours most Obedient Servant ^ 

Baktmolos^ew PrAlSTElX 

Deitmhtr 1748. 

:2i6. The Council ordered to WArx for Majur. Mosman. 

Extract fr&m Gtn^al LilUr fr^m Ihx Cufurt L 0 if^mh 27, 

17491, PiirngFoph A'ri. 27. 

You are not to^proceed on the Works begun at your Seulement 
before the Arrival of Major Mosmani but on his Arrivalp You arc 
to pursue the Directions that Wc sent out with him. • 

217. Major Mobsman* in Calcutta* 

Extr&ctfr&m Pmbik Comultnlwm^ F^rt IVUliam^ Thurs^^y^ 

Atari'h 1749, A, V0L XKli. 

Read the Representation of Major James ^ilosman for a 
Barrack* 

^ Major Mgsman and lools tiia seat at the Board on ilsroh On April ja 

he dted of feiiTr, and wai SOCGrtdcd bj Captain Hamillon. who oiflO died of Od 
Xlny J4 BatwoII been dLuatssed by the Court. Adiutt Dewson bwmo 

Coverootr on July 17^ 
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Agreed that the Stables be allotted to the purpose therein 
specified. 

Extract from Major Mossiak^s REPSiLsE>rr4Tto^. 

h Is tiumbty prijpos^d ibat {tUI such tjmc as the aforementianed Barracks 
can be Buili or proper Places appainted for ihc receprion of the Military) the 
Buildings now called the Conupaity's Stables (for which the HonoUfable 
Company docs not attm to have any present ucCASTun) may at a small Espeacc 
he filled up and converted into a Barrack for the use of the Mitltary Companyii 
ai Calcutta. 

21S. MiNm Works. 

Ex/ratf/Mv^m Puif/£c Cffifsni/afiitfts* WWjfVjJWp Tkarsdnyr 

S/fi/mdfr 311 J?49- L, XXJL 

Orpbked the ZemJndar to sui^'ey the Drains and see what 
Repairs they vir^xyt and report the same to the Board with &.n 
estimate of the expence thereof. 

As there are several Beams In the Barracks and Cottah Godown 
that want shifting. 

Ordered the Buxey to change them. 

219. Flaibted requests Pkrmissiok to return to Europe 

Bor/Ac/&fn^^ PAtTr/fi/ fe jJdam L^ru^sefi-, 27, 1749- 

A/fju//iinjfi>uj Ixi/frs rft^avid^ 1749^50, JW. 35. 

Honourable Sir,—I think it my Duty to Ac^juaint your 
Honour that as $oon as I have compJeated the Drafts I am now 
about shall request permission to hy down to go home to Europe 
and as this Step takes Its rise from the Boards Decree of June 
aoth 1748 so I hope with all due Respect t shall be permitted to 
lay before your Honour or the Board the Reasons why 1 cannot 
Kcadfly Acquisce (sjc) in a Step of the Board so injurious to my 
Character (pardon the Expression I cannot find a softer) for as 
yet ray Mean Sagad^- cannot find one single Paragraph in that 
paper but what Ultimately tenderd to the Company's Interest 
and which was laid in consequence of the Duty I owe the Com- 
pany for from ray Accepting of the Post it had been part of my 
Office to take an Account of every thing c.xpended under my 
Inspection and rnj' Predecessor for 15 Years before me so that I 
came to the Post with this duty anuexd to it and therefore sigod 
a dally Account but at last the Bannians w'as pleased to tell me 1 
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should inspect no longer Am I Sir to Obey such s^n Order from; 
any Bannian or to Admit them to hinder me from doing my in^ 
dispencible Duty, Mr. Kempe at the Council Board was pleas'd 
to say it was his Order but I believe he wont Attempt to Say he 
told me it w^s his Order and as I would not Admit Ramram my 
Suj>erior to give me Orders therefore 1 laid a Complaint thereof 
and it is with Regret I am at Present obliged to’ Notice that no 
enquiry was made into it but 5'our humble Servant was dismissed 
as having no right to the Office hence the Bannians had an 
Opportunity to celebrate the Victorj^ %vith the Downfall of a Man 
who to complieatc the thing is stigmatized with the Infamy of 
an Impostor for if the Board rightly dismissed me as having no 
right to the Post it must be an Imposition in me to come with 
such a Complaint and in that Character and your decree says 
there being no Surveyor Appointed by the Board therefore you 
Appoint Mr, Hampton if this be true tis really surprising how I 
could act three Years in a Post without being appointed to it but 
1 am insensibly prolonging a Story that I shall reser^'e to another 
opportunity and Demonstration to accompany it to prove I was 
Sur\^eyor and appointed to it by the Board and shall add one 
thing more that I never Askt for the Post being then Captain of 
the KtfU for 1 was invited to Accept of it by Mr, Bradyll and 
Council—these few Intimations wmII 1 hope from the Idea 1 have 
of Your Honours Candour be calmly received as they are com- 
municated with the greatest Respect by him who begs the honour 
to subscribe himself 

Your Honours most humble and Obedient Sen'anl, 

B. PUAISTEn. 

An AitsTiEAcr or the Stats: or mv Casiu* 

1+ That in ihe year 1745 being Captain and Snpeicafgo uf .1 Ship^ was 
laviied to arcept of the Fast of Surveyor iu consequence of which wusoppoiniwl 
by the bmird appe.trs by the gcncnil letter Parngrtipli and tny Duly 
conakted of three p^irts to Survey all ^fatensil$ ike. before they were bought, 
To Survey and repott ihe Condilkin of the Coznpnnyi ilollding* and to 
cakiilutc the K^pence before any waj underLahen and 3'**^ To keep an Account 


^ Mi^UaneD-ui Letters rccflived^ ^7^EI'30. Vol. 35' 
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or the FxpcDdtnt' of ihc Mnterints with the niunbcr of Workmen daily Employed 
(D Assist in it was Allowed ten Rupees pf Mensem for Ratitiians and at the 
same teme was requit'd to give in a daily Accduqc under my hand. 

3. That in Jantr 1746/7 J laid down the a Ship of jooTmis and was 

appointed also Engineer so that I held the ttvo post's] tt^ether that when 
Mr. Delhuny came to be bincy be gave such an unliniitied power to his Rannians 
that tho I opposed them as much as possible and complain'd to Mr. liellamy of 
them they order'd what they Pleased ; the latter to the best of my Judgement 
amounted to 15000 Rupees and all this without my Consent tho' 1 was requir'd 
to Sign the Daily Account consequently had an undoubted right to know how 
the things >vert! EKpfnded+ 

^ That in tny Post of Enginwr when 1 was at ConndJ Board ifivifig my 
opinipa Mr. Ueltamy taking advanugc of his Seat gave me apFobiotls language 
beenuj* I nppFosed a very Expenaive Scheem then on foot that Ending I couJd 
not W broLigbl lo bt the tool Captain Hamilton wns made to draw up the 
propos'd for 1 allasoding ihe 1*011 and Town and tills without my Cognisance 
or advice tho' as I apprehend nothmg of that kind ought to hsive bwn ondtr- 
lAkeO Vi ithout ctmsulling me ; for to what purpose was I Engineerp but diat 
uoihing might be laid to my Chaige and that I mtght not be backward io the 
duty I owed the Company as I could not look on w ith indefertpee ai so much 
evldcmly lo be ibrown away I wTore the anntt^d Letter to the (Hivemor and 
smother lo the Board whereby it will apiutar ho* 1 looked on Pallisading the 
Place and that I did give such advice v ill appear by Consutiation of s^pril the 
i38h 174; aliht>' my Letter was never Erittr^d and this is not the only one I 
have re.i5on to complain of where I have given my advice for ibe Benefit of the 
Company^ 


J- ITiat notwithsundiDg all t could say the above Useless and Expensive 
Khretn undertaken and iherefure to save my own Character I refused to 
^ve any hood m ft and also refused to sign the Account and J must note the 
Falhsadmg and other things underiahen without my advice amounted m about 
70,000 Rupees. 

5. ^at the Workmen during Mr. Bellamy being Rmrey received their Orders 
so medwtely fmm his Banians that it was impossible for the lo do the Duty I 
owed the Company and these orders were frequently to do Jobs for private 
People and to instance one more Pertickelar a Drain was utiden.nken of Sbong 
Brickwork for Mr. RoW Airs of 430 foot long which 1 believe cost the Ccimpanv 
27» Rupees this 1 rept^nied to Mr. Bell.imy who said he thciughi it had been 
n y * turn a for the Company but on my riqicatlng it again it 

was a pnvate Dram for Mr. Airs he replyed, then we must it down to some 
othtf ActouniU 


6 . That when Mr Kemiw came m be Ruxey bis Hanmans throwing off the 
^ use to ei me do my Duty in having my H.inniaiu by when tbc 
Materials were weighed or the People counted and pretended they bad their 
Aut^ntyftnm then Master ,ha, knowing 1 wo. not under the Bannian* 1 
refused to Obej- any such Order, of the Banniana therefore was fully resolved 
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;is I had my t^roofs ready of ihcir RoiOt'Cfy m complain asnitist them lo the 
Hoard which I did in the AnnEited Leller, 

7. -mi 10 my^ Supprise the Complaint «^s taken no notice of f«m May 
the 7th to June the Toth which t verily believe in hope* t would have 

withdrawn it which 1 had no inclination for, as I could prove every Assenioti in 
it accOTdinsly I sent in A Messuaije by Mr, McHwirt that it nitghi have a 
hearing and was imedcalely called in and Scarcely was enterid when I was 
brow beat with having reflected on Severall Members of the Hoard m my 
Utter and askt what 1 me,^nt by it, this I deny'd, and Mr- Kenipc to prove it 
Snatched up my Paper and pickt out this l'arritrraph=Which redown# to the 
Honour of die Bujty when they Act fair and above board—this tho ii did 
answncr his purpose I thought a very unfair Proceeding and he finding it would 
not Succeed instead of caUlng up the Bannians to hear what I had to say he 
pretended I had no Right to the Post of Surveyor and the Tables was turoM 00 
tnyscir thus 1 was treated as a person who was imposing on the Board m a fiilse 
Character and all this as it appear'd to me to screen a Set of Fellows 
against whom I was coine in ft regulftr Manner to complain in behalf of the 
Company nor was they once ever called up to bear what I had to say agamst 
them or die Books refcrid to In my Complaint produced ; to compleai the whole 
I was order'd 10 withdraw and on the foul Consulmiun the Decree as near as 1 
CiiB remember was 

Jt no way Appcarinjf lhat Mr. Pl=iisted ever appointed to ihc 

Office of Surveyor that he ht dismissed and Mr, Charles Hampton ap¬ 

pointed in his rooiTi. 

e Th.'ii thinking this decree to ca« an Infamy on my Cbamcter I made 
heavy compbititi to most of the Council and because I was not pem^iiicd to 
produce the Gorapany's records when 1 appeal’d to them [ skew'd to the major 
Part the AnncTted Letter^ in piinkular lo Mr* Kempe but t could g^ct no SaliS- 
^ilon only what appcsirs to me very EKtmordlnary^ the above d^CTte was i. baugied 

On fair Consul Latron into the fnllowing one 

There being no Surveyor appointed by the Board agreed that Mr- Cliarles 
Hampton Senior be Appointed lo that Office ' 

9. That tine new wording the decree appears to me a further Injustice as tl 
seems design’d lo deprive me of pro^'ing by Your Records ihe Injustice I had 
surtain'd that very dxy preceeding Mr. Hampton being appointed, 

to, Thar finding I could no Satisfaction 1 resolved from that Instant l<j 
apply to the Company and to gi« Mr. Harwell an opportunity to do me Justice 
proving likewise the Injustice done me, [ wTOte him the Annex d Ljciter and 
sftunc faint Promises kept me one year Longer, _ 

11, Thftt fdrer my Dismission Mr, Hampton then being Sureeyorand enjoying 
the Profits of the Post, I wai requir'd to iakt a Large Survey of CalnilCi which 
I did after 7 Morttb and a half Labour whbout any reward nor did 1 require any 
but a bearing ibr the Injury 1 had sustain d In this very Post- ^ 

13. That when Mr- Dawson came to the Chair 1 wrote him the Annexed 
Letter but be gave me no Answer to it which made me continue resotute not 
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to |vyL up with the Injury Amt my Charatter and Fortune, but because I would 
act with Honour and that it might not be $aid I compkin'd without letdng him 
know I would say nothing In England but what 1 was ready tQ say at the 
Coundll Boajid of Calcutta I wruco htm the Annexed Letter* * * 

13, That Mr. Kempe has refused to give me loo Rupees being my pay froiu 
May the ist to June the 2Qfh tho be has Charged the Company with bavitiig 
paid me for the month of May and the 10 Days of June he has Cbaiged as paid 
^^ri Hamptoui ibo Mr. Hampton by your ConsuJtatioti %^^snat appotnied betbre 
the loth ihercfnri* had no right but to the last lo Etavs. 

14- That from my Dismissjop as above and taking my Fay from me I think 
I have had a Punishment indicted on me as if I had been gutky of the most 
Atirocious Crime and this only for Slanding up Strictly to my Duty. 

.All which Truths greatly corroborated by die Company's records 1 am ready 
to swear to. as ako to the Annexed Utters which are produced as proofs that 
1 have been denyed a hearing in Calcutta and as they are addmss'd to the 
Governor himself its to be presumed if they contain'd any thiags but reall 
Facts^ he would have had a fairer Plea to have mrn'd me out on than the 
false one as above. 


220 . Cost or Municipal Repairs. 

E:rfnfti/r^m PuMic F&rt muiam, IVrdne^day, 

1749 - A XXIL 

The Zemindar la^j's before the Board a Letter being his Report 
Survey of the Drains and Roads %%ilh a calculate of the espence 
repairs amounting to 2,^2^ rupees which we esteeming absolutely 
necessary to be done 

Ordered that he do immediately set about them and that his 
Letter with a calculate be entered after this Consultation* 


COSIPinATION 01 THS LXPENCE IJf MENDIXO THE HlCH ROAPS AND 
REFAIRltVO THE PirBLlCK SXkEErra AND DRAINS. 

The Road from ihe Pock-Hcad lo the Stable and down to the Side of iht R5 p 
P ark* Charges Computed lo the nearest calcrulatioii loo 

The Street hum the Side and hack of .Mr. Rooper^^ HotiAe and down lo 

Noke 5 and Loscellci's Housed computed ico 


• HweSlwt Md along IMhoiuje Square to VaoMttait Kow. In ttie ptu ot 

'^^L**** tampon,'. «*b)« ocotpy tha »te of tha preaanl 

Standard Life AjAUemnee Offics, ' 

* F«» f* Pf Holwell a latucr Nwomber jq, it appare thM 

may ideitLfy the ilrcct here meEHuHied. 
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The Rond from Captsiln Lloyd's Houie w the New Eo^cru ChandpauE 

Binjir’con^ffcutod 

The Road from New Buiar to E:irthollLi Computed 

Tilt Rond from the Fort Cate to Mausbjgs Chowkey* being^ about ftt™ 

Fed Computed 

Tlie Road fnim Chouron^cys Chowkey arid Casthulla Boiar* 6 ,oqp Feet 
computed as that part to the Road Is cz^ceeding bad at ... 

The Street from Mr. Msnjass's House down to the Powder House* about 
5,ii>oo Feet Computed... 

The Street from Purranna Gtlni^e* to Guvindpore Chowkey about d^ooo 
Feet Coropotted ... ■■■ ■■■ 

^ In 1741 Captain Lloyd 's bouse was near the SJjitb Ballery (s« p fiwtnotE 
It was, therefore, nat far from the river and the erwit soutli of ihe buryinE Kfoucul 
The ChftDdpll Bi^ar was presuntably neat ChAndp^ GhJii, at the end of what is now 
Esplanade Row West. Where the New was 1 am not sare, bnt, having rtEard 

to tiiB esdsceuce of tbe- road next mentioned fram the New to DartoLi Ftfixirr I 

sboiild think we most place it dose by I.il BiVrir (w the next footnale). 

a In modeni Calcutta, Bnrtola SSreet mns parallel to* and Immediately norcb of. 
Cotton Street. Its continuation ia Mlrbaht Chflt Street, which Seods to Mlrbuhr 
GhSu I imagine that the rtKid from the New Blrlr to Bar^l^ Bazir is the same 
as the modern Chitpons Road, and becice that the New Bizlr it dose by the 
Lfll Blzlr. The list of brSdues givM in extr^tet 193, however, may be thottghi to 
go ayaintt (his suppotittoni hut we cannot be ture that they are enumeraicd in any 

order _ 

■ This 11 the road past Writers Buildings, down Lit B^r and Bow whidi 

in Orme't pSun is oalleki the Avenue to the Eastward, and which I have elsewhere 
seen called the Great Bungiilow RjkwI. Eight thunsond feet along this itiuiil brings 
us bo s-njllijiaha and the Beliaisbapit Hoad Here, then, we must place ^llnsinihaa 

* According to Upiohn-a map of CaJeurta in Clinurangi lay north of I'turk 

Street, the locality south being DihJ BlrjL I should therefore place (he Chauniggi 
rJIauiti at the comer of Park Street, where the Asiatic Society of Bengal now ii 
Gisthulln may be meant for Qasl|b)lft. which is now Bentmch Street, and (he road 
may be Beutinck Street with the tvorthem pCHTtlon of nnr modern Chowringhce 
Road, which Is about 6,000 foot. Bui (he inme road may be indicated lower down 
us the road to Mr. Fnmktand^* garden. If that be so, we must oonjecEure that tho 
road here in question is ibe scmthem portiioil of DUr CbowrinEhee Road nmning 
from the Cbaura^gi rftfloAi tnwardi Kali Ghat. But in that case I do not know what 
(o make of Gasthullo, ^ • 

* In 174a Mr. Margoss a house was near the Sevensh Buttery and the nee 
(sec p 159, footnote If this was also the situutiofi of Mr. Murgasss in 

and the Po^Kler HoU* was by the buryiug'ground, the present St. John s Chunrh - 
yard, then the street from the oufi to ibc other could sot hare been j.ooa feet long ; 
o.sw fleet would be nearer tlje mark, and would agree better with (be small eatimaio 
for repairs, 

■ [ do not know where ^he old Fourkel, iboutd be placed 
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The Street tft the Side of the down to Mr, Frankland's Carden Ra. 

Computed p^, -- aoQ 

The Street from Omkhund'A Hqus« to 5 tter Burr Chow key* ... iSt» 

Rupees ... 2525 

22 j. hENj.mis Roi 3 [ks^ is sent out as Engineer Geneic\l, 

FrfrtwB /ram HiJima/ /h^m fkc Cmtr/ /s Btn^L Li^rahn^ Drc^mi^r 
J74qu Pftr^t^'rtifiAs I * 3, au/i 12. I^ffrr BoffJt jVa. 27. 

1. Being determin&d to have our Possessions and Estate put in 
as perfcef Security for the future as We are able, b3' niaking such 
Additions to and Alterations in the Fortifications and Works at 
Our several Settlements in the East Indies and the Island of 
St* Helena, as may render them defencible against the Attacks of 
any European or Indian Enem}’s, We have in order thereto 
appointed Benjamin Robins Esq. in whose Integrity and Capacity 
\Ve have an entire Confidence, Our Engineer General, as likewise 
Commander in Chief of the Artiller^^ And that you may be ftiliy 
apprized of Our Intentions in emploj-ing him. We have here 
inserted his Instructions, and Wc direct that ever^- Article in 
them so far as they relate to Fort WilliaTn in Bengal be as fully 
complied with as if they were particularly Addressed to You, and 
We further recommend and direct, that in any Matters which 

^ Mr FranWjuid 5 ipirden htos m what is aow MiddkEna R&w (ststr iir^tract 373). 
The DiDsi ba either the jsJl In I-ll BiOr, or mure probably the Hartnbirl jail or 
^ ktiiriU prison {a« olracta 211 and 257), If the jai] hens ia the Ull piiAr jail, it 
would MEP most aaiuroi fa suppose that the mad indlcAied is pqr pr^ot Beniintik 
SlfWt and Chow^ioghoe Rqad Pott Chowriuf^hee Road, with Eentincfc StrOct. whs 
sm important and frequentnl dwoughlkiir > hence we might expect the repairs don* 
to ii to OMt more than Ri soo. and it seeirts preferable to identib" It with the road 
from fhfi Chatireiigl meoxionsd above, which iii abont the true lengtli ~ 

<r,>ooQ fret ^aud ef which the repalrii cqsf Rs, Goo. This leasees us with the conclusion 
that the jail here h the Hannh%i jail, north of Tirreita BUXr, jmd that a road ran 
from il along the line of the presEot SCdooiolH Street^ Phear’s Lano. Bow baaiiT tmie. 
Khyrop s L^iae. and straight oti itito Kilcnoney Haidar's Lane and Free School Street 
to Mr. Fraflhland^i garden MiddietoFi Row. Sach a road is skeicbed In Ortne’a 
pLins of CaJcoita in 1736-57. though I aumpt (race It so clearly In U|^ohii's map 

^ Probably China Bsrir and on lo MirbaJi^tr Ghi|— i.n., liarboiiir-misteT liiirs. 
The plan of CatcuMa hy Welti, in 1735, shown Amichaail's house In what is now 
Lyonia Range. 

« Robins. mMlietnatieiim and militwy m^natr. the only son of John 

Robin. B QiiaVtr in poor ciTcumitmco*, was bom ai Bath in ,7^. His lik ti fully 
|[kvbD ia the Di^ticBAty a/ NaiionM 
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may have beca omitted in these Instructions* You give him all 
possible Assistance and I^urthetance* and We partieulariy direct 
that if any doubts shall arise about the meaning or Import of any 
of the Articles eontained in these his Instructions, he himself as 
best acc[uainted with our Intentious, shall be appealed to for the 
sense of them*^ 

2* In all these places [of which Fort William is one] you are care¬ 
fully to examine the Fortifications and to take an exact Plan of 
the present Works after which you are to form a Schegie of such 
Additions or Reparations as shall on the Consideration of all 
Circumstances appear to you to be most expedient. Two Copys 
cjf this Fbn and Scheme You are to send to Us by the two first 
Convcyancesp together with the nearest Estimate you can forrn of 
the Expeucfip You are besides to transmit to Us at the same time 
such Discriptions and Explanations as may the belter enable Lsto 
judge both of the Presmt Condition of the Place and of the Ad^^n- 
tages of the Alterations proposed, and are to Remark every Circum- 
stance that may-occur to you for facilitating the Execution of your 
Plan, And for the better directing of your Judgment in all these 
^•lalters, you are to have free Access to all Books or Papers in the 
Custody of Our Govemonr and Council* where any DeliberationSp 
Resolutions* Projects, Estimates or Accounts relating to our Forti¬ 
fications are entered.^ 

9- As we are resolved to throw^ up some Works about the Town of 
Calcutta for the better Defence of its Inhabitants agreeable to out 
Letter of the 17th June 1748, Y^ou are therefore on your arrival at 
Fort William to consider of a Plan for that purposei in forming 
this Plajip you are to endeavour that it may be of such a Nature, 
that without any material Change in the general Dispositionj and 
without Demolishing the Works that will first be raised* the whole 
may afterwmrds be Wrought into a more compleat Fortress* when 
after maturely Weighing all the Circumstances necessary to be con- ^ 

^ Thia ciEruitia which M\&w W Fort WtUwini are talteo ihe Courtis 

js^Txiiclknia ' id Bcajornln RDbti»> 

* Then fcJlow paiTfljgnipli!^ ftbciui irtJpccti'Pii of iuiincryi mamfliisi Uop, ■od miltlafy 
siQcva; ppwer to difliniiafl JUlU UilffctioOi to proved. lO pl»Cc tttlHLkccl . 

vrorki lo be ftvociJcd, exc^t whatfr detxy is injudtsui i inspectera oi wurkji 
to be appoicuod, Aocotuits to be examined, 
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sidered. You have form’d your Plan for the Works about Calcutta, 
and have made an Estimate of the time. Expence, Materials, and 
Workmen necessar)- to compleat it, and have determine with what 
part to begin, and in what Order to proceed, you are then to by the 
whole before our Govemour and Council, and to require them to 
prepare the Money, Materials and Workmen, and to Issue the 
proper Orders for carrying on the Work, which Requisition of 
yours they will be directed to comply with.^ 

12. That the Works begun or projected by you may not be inter¬ 
rupted by any casualt}" that may happen to You, e direct you 
to draw your Designs upon a large Scale, and to be verj' explicit 
in your Discription of their different Parts, And if from the par" 
ticularity of the Construction there are any Works intended where 
it may be Supposed that Drawings are not alone sufficieritly 
Instructive, You are in that case to cause large and durable 
Models to be made of them, wdiich Models together with Copys 
of your Pbn, and all the Descriptions, Directions and Estimates 
relating thereto, You arc to deposit with our Govemour and 
Council of the Place where the Works are to be carried on^^ 

LOSDOXt 

1749 ^ 

^22. REbOLUTIQNS OK THE NaSOB'S CuMING ON THIS SlI>E 

OF THE River. 

Eengaf Fprt H'i/liitmjJiiifaafy 175 ^“ 

rW. XX//L 

As by the Advices received from Cossimbuzar ^Ve find the 
Nabob is on this side the Kisnagur River and within Eight coss 
[koif of Hughley That his Intentions are quite secret and appre¬ 
hending he may come nearer to this Town and his Forces plpoder 
about it. 

I Tlis fnrnsjaptia whicLi fallow nclijr to the fanl with Mr^ Robina. their 

aid'll 

1 Tbc pajra^ra|i1is direct to camHpood frequefitly 

i "e^urt ef Directicm Mathtmatical iEuIjiiinenta zkre prm'iilcd tor laira. is lO uUe^ 

r^ukk aa ttiirii in Ccnaiiclt, md U to rernain In Indl^ ueiii! betweea J anuary and Nlartti, 
1754 - 

* A is about imo milo. 
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Agr^ep theri^fare to put ourselves in the best Posture of 
Defence We enn in case of any Attack and for this pur|>osje as our 
Garrison is weak to recall the Militarj' from Deanstown and 

Ordered the Busey to repair such of the PaUisades as are in 
want thereof. 

Agree]> that the President do find out proper Persons to M.'atch 
the Nabob^s Motions and bring him timely Intelligence how far 
he proceeds, , . . 

233. TfiE Court consider that the Tnhabitants should 
ray Part of the Expence of the Fortifications, 

Sxtrncl/r^m Mif Ctrurt 11, 

17 SO- PartfgntfiAi .13*44+ Leffcr BifffJt JVb. 27, 

We have appointed Benjamin Robins Esq. Engiiieer General 
of all our Settlements In India* a Gentleman eminently Skilled in 
his Profession, who with his several Assistants proceedfed] to 
Fort St* David in the Granlttanij We have communicated to you 
our Intentions and Directions in a Separate Letter Dated the 
Sth December 1749 with regard to the Fortifications and Works 
at Calcutta to which We particularly refer You* 

As the Works intended to be thrown np about Calcutta will be 
as much to the Advantage and Defence of the Inhabitants as the 
CompajiVj We particularly recommend it to Y'ou to consider of 
and point out some Method, whereby part of the Expence may be 
borne by them> either by a Voluntarj' Couttibution or easy Dutys* 

224. Account of Minor Works and Repairs in 1749. 

Extntirl /rvrrt Bengal /Ae Ceart. F&rt UWmm, 

/anuitry i j, 1750, no, riW lai. Beti^/ reiemtL 

y^L fa. 

I ig* As there w^ero several Beams in the Barracks and Cottah 
Godowns which were rotten and in bad condition We on the 
22nd^ September ordered the Buxey to shift them. 

12a, The same day we ordered the Zemindar to survey the 
Drains about the Tow^n and see what repairs they wanted and lay 
his Report with a Calculate of the Expence before us He complyed 

^ The dnte should be Septerober 21 (see txtraefc aiflL 
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therewith the 15 November,as by said Report entered after our 
Consultation of that day When %ve ordered him to put the same 
in execution as this was the most effectual method We could 
think of more making the Settlement sweet and wholesome. 

123* Had Captain Delavaux the Engineer arrived here We 
should agreable to your directions have receiii-ed his Plans and 
transmitted them to your Honours however by the Press dent's 
Order a Plan of Calcutta^ has been taken by Mr. Bartholomew 
Plaisted who has since returned to Europe Via Bussorah* Which 
Plan is committed to Captain Webber's care to be delivered to 
your Honours. 

225. Lawrence Witherington’ on the Defence of 

Calcutta* 

£rirai‘f a Leil^ /fvrrt /a C^art a/ 

£t^iiry$r 1750 . Lg/lrrS Vi^i- 35 - 

This Place to appearance had no Water-course till upon 
Strict enquiry we found one and Open'd it* which empties it self 
into the River very commodiously- About this Time* I 
Order'd to Withdraw^ a Battery Erected to the South West for 
the Defence of the River, it will be Sufficient to Say for its Repu- 
tation. No one owmed the Kdihcing of it, but by Way of Derision 

1 CaiApare par^t^ph ii of yfji 0/ ikt Staff c/ my Casa by Flaisted 

(fntnurt ai9). This plan ia may have been the outline skcl-ch of CdcatU^ 

withia [he palisades In the Kiog'fl Lihra^ at the Brltieh Mmeum (K. tT5^ 4^}' 
this Kema too {noomplete. On the other band, we cpn MentUy it with the 

plan oi Calcutta Terwa im 17^6 in the Omte CoUngdonB {O.V. 2, upJtM 
suppose (bis latter 10 be po^tdated- 

d plaiitcd afterwarEls published bk /^rarao/ /tipm CnJ<;Hrni Pi nad ^tui 

tkrpi^^^h io En^kmd £■ th Ym 17^ (Lnndon, 1757). From this U appears that 
hfi left Calcutta on November asH, J749^j emliarktd on tbe Eiux on November yo^ suitl 
sailed ihc same day Leading GoEnbmn on Mamh 12, 1750. lie reacbed Baaaorah 
on Apiil 30 , Aleppo on Jane Matwillea on Octoticf Faiii on Novmnber 
l4ntdoD on November 24^ 1750. 

■ Wltherington, who came out lo Bengal as * Fa piiBii n - Li ?nol tbo Train.' 
arrived twenty daya befare ]k1^ar Moaman^ nud acted under hiin ttU bis death, 
W*itherUigion bImKb perlahed En the Black Hole. The bmt part of the Iclter refers 
10 the organiiaUon ol three liregnlar companiea uoder Major Moamank orderii, and 
the inspection of ordnance, etc., wbkh was aJl badly kept, and tor ibe mofii part unit 
ibir u»^ 

* Tbe end of March, 1749. 
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ss^ called Green Goose Battery hoiivever when I began to draw 
off the Cannon, The Carridges ii.-ete so Sick they could not bear 
it so I was Obliged to bring them in on Xmck Carridgesj which 
lends me to acquaint Your Honours, that fevir in the Garrison was 
much better. And many of the Gunns of the Garrison Rusted and 
Honycomb’dp for %vaiit of proper earCp Major Mosmon having 
Order'd to be erected a Pont house couverd with Tyles stretching 
against part of the Curtin upon the Gun Wharfe Battcryi affords 
a convenient Store Shed for our Carridges&c* And as Our Iniple- 
ments are now in order I have compleated Some Field Pieces, 
Two of which are now against the Morattoes V^'ery tractable for 
the Service, and 1 have erected a Butt for the practical part of 
Gunnery, and a Range for the Mortar* * . ■} 

126 . DraIxNS to be openeo. 

/rtfm FuMif F<fr/ tViVtami/sify 2% 1750 . 

The Zemindar acquainting the Board that several of the Drains 
about the Town are stopped up and encroachments made in the 
high Roads by building Hutts and shops over those Dmins 

Ordered him to redress those Crievanc^^^ 

227. Account of Works in the First Half of 1750. 

Jrflm Lftfir jfrdJW /Vr/ 

1750, Faru^iifiAs 70 ojrJ j 20. L^fUrs fW- /A 

70. The Zemindar on the 23 July Acquainting Us that several 
of the Drains about the Toi^m was stopped up and Encroachments 
made in the H igh road by building Hutts and Shops over those 
Drains We ordered them to redress those Grie^'ances. 

120* Mr. Benjamin Robins whom your Honours have been 
pleased to Appoint Engineer General of all jour Settlements in 
India is not yet Arrived when he does We shall duely regard your 
Honours Directions in the separate Letter of the Sth December 
1749 as likewise to Consider of and point out some method for 
Reimbursing your Honours part of the Expence of the Works 
intended to be thrown up* 

1 The ren^waJcT ol iha litter rcfM t& gaamry rnaUm 
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238 . Past Proceedi.vcs approved. Further Proceedings 

TO AWAIT THE ARRIVAL OF Mr. ROBINS. 

Exiroft f^tn G^^ml Lftferfroat tke Court to BtngaL toudert, Jauamj 23, 
ITSJ. FaragrofiAr 40.42, 45, 47, ,5 

K approve of your PrecautioDs upon the approach of the 

a 5 arm}, as you caimot vpon such Occasions be too uincb 
upon your Guard. 

4I' Your proceedings likewise with regard to Defending and 
y™*' Selves and our Effects from the Incursions of the 
riffi? T‘*^ Approbation, but in all these Cases, the 

employ must be Men of Conduct as well as Resolution, 
th«» T such a Remark in this Place arises from 

j g. L Death of Captain Usgate 

was ent" ^ ^ Party tinder his Command at Dean’s Town 
was entirely owing to his Rashness. 

the^j^T^ if! '^*^*^* making a Wharf to 

DebtW tf u Cash, and 

f P Ki reason why the 

of !hf liSt Sses 

or otherwise' as you sh^i^in W Contribution 

E««„ca br™ 'J' “"“"S ““ 

WMfcn ’ ‘ ** ”« “ “<«-* 'he S«n. Vo. 

.0 ' k. K^Sr^Ko'l^ 

thing d« reiativ. th.,.,o. ?nta \V?h^' S^ “^' 

Engineer General Mr Pa!K^ ^ Thoughts of our 

depend upon fiill DitMi^s f"L“^- p""* 

”r‘'S! f”w^of ih” pfar" °” ■" 

Mo™an'aa°tj|^”Xr™®c ’“1'“-“ “ 

1749 that you had for the present'jS'H^TK 
verted into Barracks for the Non ^ the Stables to be con- 

You are to lay the said R 'timission OfiScers and Soldiers, 
^ Kepresentaiion before our Engineer 
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General Mr. Robins, that We may have his Thoughts upon the 
same, and if he is of Opinion Barracks are necessary, that he may 
Project Buildings proper for the purpose, and make an Estimate 
■of the Extraordinary* Expences which tsill attend the tjarrying 
Major Mosman's Scheme into Execution. 


229. PURCrtASE^JF timber. 

Extract from Lctitrfrom Beitj’al to ike Court. Fort tmiarn, Feinuttr 4 , 
1731, ParvgTufk lOl. Beu^at Lef/tri m'oW, VoL //, 

10*1. As your Honours Barracks and Cottah were in want of 
New Beam's and being Offered some Teak Timbers We Ordered 
the Carpenter to survey them and report their Condition with 
the Valuation thereof to Us which he complied With on the 
29th of October when We Agreed to purchase them at the Prices 
Specified in his Report Entered after that Days Consultation. 

230. Mr. Robins tk Calcutta. 

Extroili fom Bengal Public Comulltitiortt. Fort IViliioiu, Mark 11. 
Mank at. jl/4xrtJS =3,. Angus! 1, und August 8, I 75 >* Fongt ^ 
VoL XXtF. 


Hmtd hired for Mr. Rabins. 

March II.— Benjamin Robins Esq' being arrived from the 
Coast’ and being offered a House at 150 Madrass Rupees per 
Months 

Acheed that wc hire the for him* * * * 

Mr. Robiiis's Ldkr for prm;iditfg Stores, 

March —Benjamin Robins Esq*' sent in a Letter to tho 
Hoard concerning the provision of ^fatetials necessaiy for be¬ 
ginning the Works wherewith he is entnistcd- 

Agreed that we meet to-morrow morning to take the same 
under Consideration. . . 

^ Mr llcnjiaAiln Robiiis, with John Barkcf, 0.8UTip^tofii|, O'MJtni, ^lomCCK Kfi-JipIlWl, 
a4id Gla&i, mtived ai Fort St- David on the OjMnlJiiW dn July 14. 

St. David ConnultEtions. Book fur ihAt date; ziJsaa tetter to the Court, Ociobtt- 24, 
paragrapb 5)6, Fort Sl Oa.vld ftflcwdii,, Nofl. 7 He Ich Fort Si^ Davia 

by the tm February lOp 1751- 
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To THE HONOUJtARLE A.D.4M D^WSON^ Es<|U, PRESIDEKT AND GOVERNDUR. 
&c*p CouNcif. or Foftt William. 

Honocraole Sik and Sms, 

As 11 will be nec«sar>^ to a considcrabk Stock of Materials 

fH-cp^ired beTon: the Work$ with which [ am rtiti^stcd can be begun 1 have 
made the best Enquiries I could w'hat are the cheapest and easiest Methods by 
which they can be fumished. And upon the whole I am disposed w think ihai 
the black Jcfnlndar, if hy your autlttHty and couliiibai luspection ht can be 
prei^ilecl on to act a disinterested part, may upon this occasion be of Tery great 
Sen'ice, by the Corrtjipondefice he has in evety part of the Country. However 
I Jiave been here so short a Time that it is possible inany material dretJiaspnecs 
may bat e es^ped me. I therefore bejj leai-e to annex hereto the priced at 
which Materials panictilarly Chunain can (as I am told) be procured. The 
tea^nableness of which you from your better Knowledge of the place can 
ea^Iy determine. Perhaps by ycot Authority still cheaper Hates may he settled. 

I therefore beg your advice and Assistance; m making the best tefms for I he 
rtonourah|e Company, 

I am. Honourable Sir and Sirs^ 

Your most obedient hittnble Seri'anl, 

C*LC0TT4. Benjamis ROIUNS. 

Thf aisr Marrh, 1750-51, ' 


PRrCLin AT WHICH MatERJAI^ CaN UK PbOVHjED AT CALCtnTA. 

« the too Maun 4 Bow Weight. 

Snail Shell da at 31 to jj do. jo, 

of Chiinam prooiwble b) the List of April 175s but the 
.1 « Supposed to beat a Certainty no mere 

possible ‘ *' ^ Snail .Shell sbeuM be ai great a proportion as 

inid'wi^t/*' t"*!?**^ agreeable to a Mold in my possession 

and [m] nhen *ell burnt above a Seer Btlaar weight Fnr^ dian 

3 nupi^^ tne i^ooo. 

Moron of I, Cubit, long and from to to ta Inches 

Sat^ SiSh^flTw^*’ !iT P'®*"** Of mow will be warned if of 

Ke likewise Ihc streighter the better. Sundry wood 

of the same length ^ front 8 ,0 to Inches dinmer front ,0 , Rupees per 

S'J 't.'i r r 

ndigionstopurohiL ^ 

Cottfrad for Cfiuniim fitted* 

Hard. 1,,-Ha.ta* TO,t to «ke Mr. Rohins Loiter entered nfler 
yc«erday, Consolletren „„der Consideration and Mr. Robies 
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being present We sent for Govinderam Mctre^ the Black 
Zemindar before as and asked him to contract for the Sundries 
wanted by Mr. Robins and at thp prices set down by him. But 
he assured us he could not possibly enter into Engagement for the 
Bricks and Timbers But would contract for the Chunam at the 

following prices Vi»*. 

Maunds of Oystw Shell at i? Areui Rupees per loo Maund 
Do. of Snail Shell at 33 

and on the following Conditions. 

To be advanced five thousand Arcot Rupees in hand and the 
Ballance in the Month of June. 

To give publtck Orders forbidding all persons under the 
Honourable Company's Protection to purchase Chunam except¬ 
ing of the Gov^ and Council. To deliver in the Chunam by a 
Measure the Ex pence whereof to be defrayed by the Company. 
AcREEh that we accept of this Proposal and 
Okdered a Contract be ^rawir up agreeable thereto for Metre 

to sign and * ’ r . 

.AcreE h that Cooley hire be settled from hence forward at 2 pun 

Cowries per Diem. . . . 

Old Trees and Undeneoed to be cut down. 

August t.—‘O rdered the Zemindar to cut down all the old 
Trees and underwood in and about the Town and reserve them 
till Mr. Robins’s arrival as it will be a great saving to our 
Honourable Masters in the Article of Firewood for burning their 
Bricks. . . . 

Tiniiifj' bought for Mr. Robins, 

Being offered . . . Sundry Timbers and Plank and finding 
by Mr. Robins's Indent they -will answer his purposes. 

Ordered the Companys Carpenter to survey and Value them 
and deliver in his Report in writJhg to the Board. ... 

8 .—The Companys Carpenter sent in his Report of the 

' GovindArSmn MUt*. the cetcbrtu«<l AuittuU OjUbcIw pf CalwU*. 
ibe jtTBta pa^cidi in ibe Cbiipnr Rond, arid whosi aialpfattic** win* exposed by 
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Timbers mentioned in our Consultation of the 1st Instant with 
the prices they are worth annexed thereto, 

Agkeed that We purchase them at those prices and that the 
Military Storekeeper do take Charge of them for the present. 


Death of Mr, Rodins at Fort St, David, 

ExtriKts from Fort SU DtXBid Consutiatiom., faljr 2 ^ 1^5 r. Fort St- David 

Recordt, Mo. ?. 

Mr, Brohier^ waits upon the Board to acquaint them with the 
Melancholly News of Mr. Robins’s having just Fxpired and de¬ 
livers in two Letters wrote by him on his Death Bed. One to 
the Honourable Company the other to the Board with a Codicil 
to his Will,* after which He withdrew when the same were read, 
and the former with a Copy of his Letter to Us Ordered to be 
transmitted Our Honourable Masters by the Swaltovi and all three 
to be Entered hereafter. 

Ordered Also that His Burial be suitable to the Station He 
has borne and that it done at the Honourable Company's 
bxpence. 

As Mr. Brohier is the only Person acquainted with Mr. Robins’s 
Intentions Regarding the Fortifications 

* Agreed that they be put entirely under his Management 
till we he^r from Our Honourable Masters*^ 

-y to ton Ml..,,, rf ,1,.. 

Train » For. St li«vM 'iSfrd.' “ * u™«ra»«y It lira AitittaJ 

panwnipb . . o- Jo. Letter to the Court, Ocuber n. «73®- 

Mra Hrara., »" ™«»" ■» TK™. !--« ..d 

a<» pa^as- to lotin t i C*or]ge Ritynoldi Df. Turio^ 

worll Ol fortifications, and OM.^lhitd’^e Ibhn tw*^lhirds of all my 

iftclnding Mr, Brohier, ten pajjAdaTfor ri SenH*:™'™ under me. 

trwnt* made by BinL' Re^s died of mention ■ my cajn of inriru- 

Board, ^ ftver, as appetm ftom ti* tetter to the 

ppointnseni of Br^bier i. ,hia annoowed ■ * After nqr hopes 
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BENJAMIV ROBISS TO THE COURT- 

F^St. David, July 25, 1751-—j am now upon my- Dcaili ttcd but cannot 
help Yoa these few Lines in relation to Yotir Affitits- 

1 have been laboLring at the -Accoutit to be sent You of Dcnaall in Conse¬ 
quence of the Ohsemtions I made there Many Accidents and lastly my 
Sieltness prevented me from putting of it log ether, w that it Is of no Use being 
Only Intelligible to inyseir. 

The Works here will be finished under Mr. Rrohier who has full Inst™tiions 
from me He Icnowj my General Idea in regard to Madtass Though not so 
particulaily as 1 could wish, Never having been there logeiher. Though We hud 
often been upon the Point of going- He is certainly the pro^rest persoo for 
that W'ork 1 know and I recommend him as Such. He has hi them behav'd 1 
believe with great Integrity Hut if you Employ him at Madras Hii Trust will 
be Considerably great/pray therefore do not Stinct his Allowances too much- 

I must add that I myself have been greatly a Suiferer by my Tabic Money 
(which with all my cxrej I constantly found greatly Short of the Kupence. 

Pray Gentlemen if possible let Calcutta be well Secured, for it is a place ol 
jnfiftiie ConsequenOC- 

1 smeerdy wish Von the Utmost StiCccM in VoUf Pjbik A*fiiir^ and tci eitcli 
of you in Particular heiilth and Happiness, 

1 must Avctt l& You, that I have seized yon wilh the nio^t Disinteroitetl 

i!eal. 

232. Account of the Proceedings of Mr* Rodtnb in 

Calcutta* 

LtitiF/r&m 0 tkt C&urL F&rt Au^st 3o, 1751. Aim- 

grafiJkj lOS. 105. Its?, and loS. T Wl //- 

102 * Under this Head [Fortifications Buildings and Revenues] 
we are to advise your Honours of Mr* Robbins's Arrival here on 

of his Eecoverj' W* Are iOfT>' to Bcqiiftint yoa wiib the Death ef Mr. Rohm the 
UJdmDL His Judgment. AHidiitt^K M-d DiiinterMtcdnes 5 in the Management 
ot Affdf iM under hts DirectiQii randeri the Lo^i of bim joe^pnwible, ha hi* agreeable 
Conduct in private life maics him generally lamented; y^hen he found himself in a 
dangeioaa Way be wrote your Honours the Address ibat COmiK in ±t Facietp and 
one to Ui, Copry of wbich you will also receive, aod We lOiall aificUy adhere to. 
Mr. Brobier biid always the Management of the WorScs when Mr, Robins was 
present, ami wbao at Bengal, the entire Direction of Ebctti: in which he alt ways 
oeqottied bimMlf : as he la partitmlarly recommended by Mr. Robins to haw n 
thorough knowtedgn of what Ee to be done here and a general Idea of his lotentlona 
at Madntss. Wc have pul the Works entirely under hr* Management. By this Ship 
he writes j'Oti very fully in regard iboreio, and we beg leave portidiiarly to nccotu- 
mend hini io your Favour, as a Capable honest Seri'ant* be ti m preseni^a I.Eeutenant 
in the Artillery and ^tia tla Chokn to be prefer^d in this Way (Fotrt St, DavUl 
HeeordsH No, ti}* 
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the nth Hatch in the StL'^/Zoif’ Snow and on the list foUow'in^ 
he deliver^ ns a Letter concerning the Materials he should want 
or beginning the Works your Honours entrusted to his Manaj^e' 
ment which you will find entered after that days Consultation. 

ne.xt Day We took Mr, Robbins’s Letter under our 
Consideration and he being Present We sent for Goyindram 
etre the Black Zemindar and asked him to contract for the 
sundries wanted and at the Prices offi.’ted thereto when he aKured 
us he wutd not possibly' enter into engagements for the Bricks 
and Timbers but would contract for the whole Quantity of 
unam , / . which proposal we accepted of and the Contract 
ag^ble thereto being signed by him We advanced him on the 
5t April 5,000 Arcot Rupees and the Ballance 13,600 Arcot 
Rupees on the 27th Day of June. 

107. \\e have directed the jetnindar to cut down all the old 

about the Town and reserve them 
ti r. o mss Arrival as We Judged this would be a great 

,, V"® Honours in the Article of Firew-ood for burning 

Bncks. 

loS. \\ e have purchased some Timbers and Plank which we 
found answer’d to Mr. Robins's Indent at the Prices set down in 
your Kotiours Carpenters Report of them entered after our 
t.onsultation of the Sih instant. 


233. A Committee of Works to be formed. 

G^mrnl UlUrfr^m thi August iU 

, I 7 SI- Patagr&k^x. Lctttr Bmk Nu. tt, 

with Materials and Workmanship must even 

Cl n ^ high, it is abso. 

^ y necesary- that some Methods should i>e fixed upon to 

We direct th ^ "'•thin reasonable Bounds, and therefore 
We direct that upon the Receipt of this you do appoint a 

ew V f'fll'nwy «. *731, juid arrived in tfw Kv^r 

ftacorf*. ,Nq, 11), ^ ^ ' Febmary 7, 175,. pa«j(rtph Fort St. David 
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Committee, who with the Advice mK|Assistancc of Mr- Robins 
are to examine into the present Methods of Paying 
and Workmanship in their various Articles, and to o 

„,ost effectual Measures for the laying m of Materials of ^I Wm 
at the cheapest Rates, and in what manner the Artificers and 
Workmen t^ybe employ’d most to the Company s ^vantage, 
and Report fhe same to the Board. WTien )x,u have duly 
considered the same, you must make the 
rions accordingly, tt must an 

mittee to attend particularly to the Business of the Buxc> s 
post which at present is carried on gTeaUy to the Company s 
l>rejudice, by bis furnishing Bricks, Chunam, Timbw. Plank 
and many other Articles which for the future be ah^^ 

purchased at the best Hand and furnished out of our own 

^^matever regards Mr, Robins in these or any of our Advicra 

must be constantly communicated to him, and if he is 

Spot, they are to be forwarded to him by the very first Con- 

veyances. 

234* Timber to be returned, 

Bengal PuMie Ccnentlati.ns, Feert Witllam, Pecen,iet9. t?!.- 

As we apprehend the Sundry Timbers and Planks purchased in 
compliant; with Mr, Robins’s Indent will rot before any «« can 
be made of them, and As the persons of whom they were bought 
have applyed for payment or to take them back. 

Agreed that they be returned. 


.235. The Coun-cil of Calcutta report tiie D^th ov 
Mr. Robins and the return of the Timber, 

E^feaciJnm Letter pint Bengal to (ke Court. Fori WillMm,Januarr 
17 J2. Pt^agroph 66 . Bengal Letters reeeiveL, lol. //. 

In the 108th Paragraph of our Address of the 2oih August we 
acquainted your Honours that we had W^ed to pure ^ 
Timbers and Plank which were indented for by Mr. Robbins But 
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apprehending as that Gentjfman was dead' they would rot before 
any Use could be made thereof and the Persons with whom \\t 
bargained for them applying to us for Payment or to return them 
We agreed to deliver them back. 


.36. Suitable Provision to be siade for Bartholomew 

Plaisted. 


LetUrfritm the Court to Bmjmtiri’Robitts, Esq. 

Book No, 23 . 


£^n^on^ 1753 


To Benjamin Robins, Esq. 

1. SiH,—Our last went by the Durringtqn under date of the 
fhf A«e«st last and a copy of it by the Drake, The occasion of 
ihe p^tit letter is to acquaint You that Mr. Bartholomew 
I foisted who takes his passage for Bengal on one of the Ships 
tinder dispatch was injuriously turned out of his Post of 
Surveyor of the Works at Fort William, for no other Reason that 
ap^rs to Us, but hts Honest Endeavours to see Justice done to 
the Company by the Persons who then filled the Post of Buney, 

whiJh TtT Surveyor, he was also Engineer, 

Service e threw up, imapning he could be of little 

UV thinif ^ Dfocou rage men ts he met with, 

^ capable Man, and it wnll be a 

Pleasure to Us to have him employed under You, if it can be done 

consistantly with the End of vour .. j 

V c j, . . ' Office, your Measures and 

rt and in your own 

\Ve^recotiiin^nH°K* “nder these restrictions 

nbridee the pe *7 determined in no respects to 

anndge the general Lattitude W'e e ^ 

X^n'uniel'ou ^ "l^lTpiristS no? 

to make a considSirpw^^ionTr^ir ’ 

our Service that may Cworth hL Station in 

Covenant Sm-ani. ^ ^ acceptance, excepting as a 

i Btmjunia RdLEiu died at Fort St n.i-w j ^ . 

buried OD Jnlf JO (ke extract »ar uid! th t, ■ I73<i »nd was 

deatl; is the amlrruift at 4 gatiwt for i 'ti Th« re is a neiice of bis 

enKiaeex, writ,, 
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2* Mr. PlaUtcd has given «s his th<mphts in Writing upon the 
manner of transacting the Business by the Buxeys, in the Course 
of which you will observ'e many Abuses have been committed 
greatly to the Companys prejudice as a great Branch of the 
Buxeys Business will on course take a different channel under 
your Direction* we have for that Reason and as it may convej' 
some useful Hints enclosed a Copy for your Information. 

237. iNSTftUCTtONS FROM THE COURT TOUCHIKO Cl\TL AND 
MlLlT.ARY BUJUmNCS IN 1752. 

Eifruits from Ctmrut LeUm /rent Ihi CouH /n Bingtti. L^nddn, Janu^- 8, 
PanigrafiAt 74 and 95, andJaanitty tft, z and 9,1731. Litter 

Peak Na, 4 S). 

74* Jmmty 8,—We are satisfied that by our Soldieiys being 
kepi together in Barracks good order and Discipline will be better 
preserved and maintained as they will be more constantly under 
the eyes of their Officers and not only so* but jhey will live in a 
comfortable manner, you are therefore hereby directed and em¬ 
powered to Build Convenient Barracks if there are none at present 
at such Place or Places as will be most proper for the pur[»se, in 
doing which, you are to take the Advice and Opinion of 
5 lr, Robins if he is upon the Spot. 

95. ^fr. Bartholomew Plaisted late Engineer and Suneyor at 
Calcutta having applied to Us for Redress for the injurious Treat- 
Tiient he met with from, the then Governor’ and Council, we have 
made a strict enquirj' into his Case and find that he was turned 
out of his Post of Surveyor for his Honest endeavours to prevent 
the Abuses in the Execution of the Buxey Ship by Messrs. 
Bellamy and Kempe, and for no other Reasons that appear to Us, 
We should have been glad to have provided for him in the 
Engineering way, but we can fix upon no Appointment of that 
Sort without interfering with Mr, Robins whose Measures and 
Designs we are determined upon no consideration to break in 
upon, howewr we hav’c recommended him to if r» Robins to be 
employed under him, in such a manner as he shall think proper, 
if he finds him fitly Qualified, and provided as we said before, it 
will no way interfere with his Measures and Designs, But if he be 
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not so ei>iployed^ you are hereby positively directed to make a 
Siiitable Provision for him in any other Station in our Service, 
that may be worth bis acceptance except as a Covenant Servant, 
and you are to look upon him as a Person We have a. Value for 
who merits our Favour*^ 

z. Janmry 16-—You are strictly to impect into the heavy Charge 
Account Building and Repairing Bridges, Drains, Colas, Out 
Koads and Choukey Houses, so far as properly regards the Office 
of Jemindar, and to take care that the Company are charged no 
more than is actually expended on these several Articles. 

g. We are told that the great Namber of Trees at the Soulk 
and South East part of the Town contribute greatly to the 
Unhealthyness of the inhabitants in the rainy Seasons, by inter¬ 
cepting and stagnating the Air, which may by thining or cutting 
them entirely down, be in a great measure if not rdtogether 
remedied, You are therefore hereby Empowered and Directed 
immediately to sot about the thining or clearing away the said 
Trees, clean the Drains in and about the Town and do whatever 
else may be necessarj^ for preserving the Healths of the numerous 
Inhabitants, alt ho' at some Expence lo Us, hut as this is an 
.Affair of general and Publick Utilityj some part of the Charges 
ought to be born by the Inhabitants^ the Richer Sort at least, and 
therefore We leave it to you to make a reasonable Assessment upon 
them for those purposes, and pay the Remainder out of cur Cash. 


^38. The Saetpetee Godowns and tUE Marine Yartj. 

fi&m Ccnsti/l^tS^j, F&rt 

F^hrua^ ij. Fiifmaf^ 1 aUfi MarrA 16, i/ja. 

February i3-~Thc iTemindor acquaints the Board that the 
Wharf belonging to the Cotmahs ts in so bad a condition that 
the Houses on that side of the River will be greatly endangered 
unles it is repaired before the Rains set in and the Cotmais refusing 
to repair it 

Ordered the Zemindar to do it and the Accomptant to debit 
their Accounts for the amount of the Expence. ... 

^ Tbiff C^url dbniifscd Davvjruti from the C-ompaa^'t service, iundi ■.ppcinle^ 
Edward Eylci |d inc«ed him m Qavmot, with Willmm F^tclte u RComJ. 


OLB FORT WlLLiAAf IN BENGAL 


I7|3j 




February 15.—The Export Warehouse Keeper acquainting the 
Board that the Saltpetre Godowns^ are in a very bad way and 
desiring a survey thereof 

Ordekeo him to remove the saltpetre and that Mr^ Charles 
Han^pton Sur^^eyor do deliver in his Report thereof in Writing 
10 the Hoards . ; , 

February Charles Hajnpton Surveyor Delivers in his 

Report of the Honoumble Companys Saltpetre Godowns 

Order£I> the Busey to repair them and the Report to be 
entered after this Consultation. . , . 


To THE HoROUiuai.^ Aoaji Dawson, Esga., President and 
Govrrnoil, Coukcic at Fort Wiluah. 

HONOtriiABLE Sir and Sirs, 

Agne^ble to your Honours Orders 1 have sttrveycd the Saltpetre 
CodowTis and jind the Walls of the great GodovvD to the Southered exce^ing 
had and the greateat part of the Godowits the Plaistering off the Wails There Is 
also a smaU Cfodoivn wfhjerc the Gunneys were kept the Beams and 
all Rotten and wants to be new covered^ 

T am with due Respect* 

Honourahie Sir and Sirs, 

VcMir most obedient htiinblc Serv'Unt* 

Charu^ HaWPtoNi Sttrveyor. 

Caljcctta^ 

Fshruary ijiMf 1752^ 

March i6.—Mr* Charles Hampton Surveyor sent in his report 
of the Marine Yard, and Offices, which referring us to his 
Report thereof delivered into the Board the 226 October 1750; 
we now turned bade thereto, and took the same under Considera- 
tion» 

And as the Expence that will attend the filling up of*the Dock-^ 
headi win be very great, and all Communication to the River will 
be thereby cut off, except by the Cradle; and the great Use of 
a Slip being represented to tis, which will be also a saving in the 
Article of Ccwley Hire 

Ordered therefore that the Buxey do build a Slip, and repair 
the Smith’s Shop and Offices and that the Sur%'eyors Letter be 
entered after this Consultation. - . . 


i& 


^ CoEQpue extract 147^ 
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To TH1; HONOUKABLE AdA^ DAW^ON, EWIf-i PaESIDE^CT AITD GOVE^NOUR 
or FOB,T WlLLtAMi Cousctu 

Hqsouiuble Sir Aiits Sms^ 

Agrwble IQ yolif Honour Orders I havu sur^-cynd tJic Marine 
Yard and Doddicaip and find thern in a n-ursc ConditiM, than when 1 ^vc m 
my Rtptm to your [Honour] the 22d October 1^50^ wHich beg to be refcrrtd 
to. The Smith'i shop is so vtiy bad, that if not ttmety prri^ied by puUins tr 
dow the Workmen are in Danger of thdr lives- 
I remain with great nespeett 

Honourable Sir and Sirs^ 

Fokt WiULiAit, Your mt^i obedient humble Scrvani^ 

mruk fAi KUk, 175^ Charles Hakptoh. 


239 , A Committee of Works not necessary at present. 
Plaisted reappointed IK MIS Former Posts- 

£jrfraf/j fr^m Etngal Public CmsultaHons* Fort IViiliafn.^ April 28 , 
Sipiimhcr tS, and September ag, 1752 * Range /, PW- KXV^ 

Ginerat Letter per * Durrington' discuesed. 

April 2S--—Our Honourable Masters having appointed a Coni’' 
mittee -for examining into the present Method of paying 
Materials and Workmanship in their i-arious articleSp We directed 
the Bnxey to acquaint the Board when any such Works are to 
be carried on* and materials purchased, that such Committee be 
appointed, for which, as Mr. Robins is d^d^ and no new Works 
going fonvard, there b no occasion at present*^ 

Mr* Plaisted offered kis Former Posts. 

September 18*—Mr* Plaistead now sent for and offered his 

former Posts of Engineer and Surs^ej'or. 

Mr, Plahud accepts his 

September 25-—Mr, Plaistead acquaints the Board that he will 
accept of his former posts offered him last Council and enter upon 
them this d^\ 

^ Omwwn been dl^iwsed by th* CnuTt, and Eyljes gwne hamc, WUtiacn 

Fytchc charge ihe go^^ranaeni ol Colcntta ou July 5 Ht died of 

dywntury on Ait^n^ S, and ih* gw^mmctLi thereby iiovoLTod xtpoo Roger Dfolw. 
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340. The Council report the Condition of the Marine 
Yard to the Court. 

Ejftnuf/r&ta Lttttrfrom B^ngid to the CiMjpr/. F&rt WiBiam^ Etpkat^r iSp 
1752+ P aFagr^xpki E3 SS. Btngd rt^vzd^ fW. //» 

85. The Master Attendant sent in his Report of the Condition 
of the Offices and Godowns in the Doekhead and representing to 
us the necessity of building a Slip We had them surveyed But 
as We found the Ej^pence attending the filling up the Dex^khead 
would be very great and all coinmunicatieo with the River would 
thereby be cut off except by the Cradlcr and judging the Slip 
would be a verj' great Saving to Your Honours in the Article of 
Cooley hire We ordered One to be built and the Smith Shop and 
Offices to be repaired. 

88. Enclosed Wo send your Honours a Copy of Mr. Drake's 
remarks on Mr. Piaisteads Letter to Mr. Secretaij* James as also 
Mr. Plaisteads Reply which although We think is far from being 
wrote with that decency that is incumbent on him yet being of 
opinion he has fully cleared himself of having tbrow^n General 
Censures on any Buxes (Messrs. Bellamy and Kempe excepted) 
We sent for Mr. Plaistead and Offered him bis former Posts of 
Engineer and Surveyor* 


241. Perrins Garden^ sold at Outcry* 

Exir&ri jfrrwf Btngd PuAlitr C^nsulidt&tts, Fart 30, 

and Dt££m^ Itj 1752^ 

Perrins Garden being much out of Repair and of no Use to any 
of the Covenanted Servants 

Agreed to sell It at Fublick Outcry on Monday the nth December 
next. * . . 

Perrins Garden being put up at Publick Outcry sold for Current 
Rupees 2500 ... to Sir. Hoi well. 


^ Sec £ooti 3 at 9 , utrwt 
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242 . Caroline Frederick Scott atpointed Engineer- 
General L"^ Place of Mr. Robins deceased. 

Ex^oa fr&M l^/Uf frem /if Ci^rl A? lamfijn, 15. 

17 SX Fitra^^ki 4$. ^ 4^ Ixff^ 2 ^- 

35. We have constituted and appointed Caroline Frederick 
Scott Esq. Lieutenant Colonel of His Majesty^s 29th Regiment 
of Foot and Aid de Camp to His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Cumberlandp^ a GentlemaTi of distinguislicd Abilitys and Cha^cter 
to be our Engineer General of and in our several Forts, Garnson^, 
Factories and Settlements of Fort St. George, Fort William and 
Bombay in the East Indies their Subordinates and Dependancy% 
and also of our Island St. Helena^ and that Yon may be app^ 
of onr Intention:^ in employing and the Services expected from 
Colonel Scott, W^c have here inserted his Instructions, And \ e 
direct that every Article in the said Instructions or in any others 
We have or shall hereafter thiiik proper to give so far as tb'&j 
relate to your Presidency be as fully observed and complied wit 
as if they were particularly directed to you* and We further direct 
that You give him all necessary Advice, Assistance and dispat^ 
to enable him to«execute and discharge the Trust We have reposed 
in him to our greatest Beneht and Advantage. 

36. We have settled a Salary of Four hundr^ Pounds a Ye^ 
upon Colonel Scott as Engineer General of all our Settlements in 
the East Indies and of St. Helena, to commence upon* his AtrivAl 
in India, and to be paid from time to time at such of our Presi- 
denc>’5 where he shall be resident. 

37. We have likewise constituted and Appointed Caroline 
Frederick Scott Esq. to be Major of our Garrison of Fort 
William Commander of all the Forces employed in our Service 
at the Presidency of Bengal^^ and Third of Council, and to remain 
so without rising to a Superiour Rank therein, be is also to have 

1 Cafioline Fnsdericlt: Scott waa appainted Cciraet in Lbe md Rjd^ N B. 
(Ca^apbelTs), Decqnber 25, 172S ; Capiaia In the 6lh Foot SopUiintjei' 

174J ■ JHajoTH SeptBiiabcf Jo. I7^A; iieui^oimi-Cotdnel in tbo ai^th Fool 
January j* i74'9i. Appomtod Fciemecf-Geqcml of ill ih* Campuy'# wtilofiiEiits is 
ih« Kmm i Indiet on October 11, ^7^2. OOi Nnvniub^ he waa permitted to tik^ 
wiib him two EcaUjda male servajiti lod i bticli boy («* Court Minuteoj^ He caine 
out to on thfl IVrJfc^iaAf. 
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the Command and Cloathing of one of the Companys agreably to 
the 22tb Paragraph of the M ilitary Regulations Dated the 17th June 
r74B for all which Stations his Salary is to be Two hundred and 
Fifty Pounds a year with the usual Appointments for Diet, Sen.'Mts 
and Pallankeen as Third of Council, to commence on his Arrival 
in Bengal, which Salary and Appointments are to be in lieu of all 
other Allowances whatsoever for the said several Stations of Major, 
Commander, Third of Council and Captain of a Company; Not¬ 
withstanding Colonel Scott is appointed Third in Council, he is 
not to be embarrassed with any other affairs than the Care of 
the Military, and the executing his Commission as Engineer 
General. 

38. . * . You are to treat him [Colonel Scott] not only with the 
Respect suitable to his Rank in his Majestys Service and Station 
in ours, but also with what is due to his distinguished Merit and 
Abilities. ... 

45. We have granted a Commission to Jasper Leigh Jones Esq. 
a Gentleman regularly brought up in the Royal Train of /Vrtillery', 
in which he was a Lieutenant and perfectly skilled in his Profession 
to be Captain of our Artillery Company in Bengal, on whose 
arrival it is to be formed agrcable to the above mentioned New 
EstsiblishmcnL 

46. Mr. Lawrence Witherington is to be First Lieutenant of 
the said Company. ... 


243. INSTRUCTIONS TO COLONEL SCOTT. 

Extraets. from LttUrfnm tkt Cpuri to ScotL Dtcemher J J, I7SJ. 

txiter Book No. rS. 

To Carouse Frederick Scott, Esq, 

1. We the Court of Directors of the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the East Indies having appointed 
You Caroline Frederick Scott Esq. by Commission under the 
Companys Seal Engineer General of and in our several Forts, 
Garrisons, Factorys and Settlements of Fort St* George on the 
Coast of Choromaudel, Fort William in Bengal and our Island of 
Bombay in the East 1 ndies their Subordinates and Dependancys, 
and of our Island of St. Helena, You are therefore to embark on 
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the Ship Winckeh^ii now* !bound to Fort St. George and Fort Williim 
in order to execute your CominiBsiDni m doing which Vou are to 
obsene aed follow the undemientioned Orders and Instructions, 
and all such others as the Court of Directors for the time being 
shall at any time think necessary to give* 

3 * In your way out your stay upon the Coast of Choromande! 
win be but shortt from whence You are to proceed to Fort William 
in BengaJt and although the secuiing this last named SettlemjEPt 
is our Primary Object in appointing You our Engineer General^ 
yet as Opportnnitys offer You are to visit all our Principal Settle- 
men ts, and call at St. Helena in your return to Furope^ and if in 
3"our Passage from one place to another you catT" without Loss 
of time call in at anj’ of our Subordinate Settlements^ Y'ou 
are permitted in that particular to be guided by your own 
Discretion. 

3- At Fort William in Bengal and to whatever other Places 
You shall afterguards proceed. Yon are carefully to examine the 
Fortifications, and to take an exact Flan of the present Works, 
after which Y'ou are to Form a Scheme of such additions or repa-^ 
rations as shall on the Consideration of aU Circumstances appear 
to you to be most expedient, Two Copys of this Plan and Scheme 
\ou are to send to Us hy the two first Conveyances, together with 
the nearest Estimate You can form of the Expente, You are besides 
to transmit to Us at the same time such Descriptions and Explana¬ 
tions as may the better enable Us to judge both of the present 
Condition of the Place and of the Advantages of the Alterations 
proposed^ and are to remark every Circumstance that may occur 
to you for fi^ilitating the Execution of your Plan. And for the 
better directing of your Judgement in all these Matters, you arc 
to have free access to aU Books or Papers in the Custody of our 
Go^'cmoum and Council, wherein Deliberations, Resolutions, Pro¬ 
jects, Estimates or Accounts relating to our Fortifications arc 
entered, 

4, If during your stay in India any of our Places should be 
Threatned w'lth an Attack, cither from an European Enemyi or 
from the Troops of the Countrey, we in that case leave it to your 
chscretiou to repair to such of our Settlements, where either from 
the neighbourhood of the Enemy, or from other considerations 
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you shall conceive your Advice and Assistance may be of most 
Advantage to out Interests 1 and on all these Emergency s, We 
shall direct our Go^'emours and Council that they shall admit 
You to be present and to vote at all Consultations where any 
Military Proceedings are considered. 

5. To avoid the unnecessary' Expenoe which Confusion or Mis* 
management may occasion in the Works you may carry' on in 
consequence of these or on Our subsequent Instructions. You am 
empowered in all rjccasions to appoint Inspectors at each Working 
Place over each branch of Work, these are to have an Eye upon 
the Work, and are to take a daily Account of the Number of 
Workmen employed under them, and no Payments to Workmen 
shall be allowed to the Paymaster but corresponding to the 
Certificates of these Inspectors, examined and Countersigned by 
your Self, We further direct that You appoint two joint Inspectors 
to be present at the delivery of all Materials, and the Paymaster 
chall not pay for these Materials but on the joint Certificates of 
these Inspectors examined and Countersigned by ’\ou, and of all 
these Certificates You are to keep Copys. by which You are to 
examine the Paymasters Accounts, which he is to deliver to You 
every Month, and if upon Examination, or for any other Reason, 
You are dissitisiied with his Conduct, You are to require 
Govemour to remove him from his office of paymaster, which 
Requisition of ydurs the Governour will be directed to comply 
with and if any person employed in the Works Whether our own 
Servant, or an Artificer of the Countrey docs not behave to your 
Satisfaction, You are Authormed to remove him from his Employ 
in the W^orks, and if he be our Covenant Servant, You are to 
Certify to Us the Reasons for which You displaced him. 

6. That the Works begun or projected by You may not be 
interrupted by any Casualty that may happen to You we direct 
You to draw your designs upon a large Scale, and to be very 
explicit in your Description of their different Parts, and^ if from 
the particularity of the Construction there are any Works intends 
where it may be supposed That Drawings are not abne sufficiently 
instructive. You are in that Case to cause large and durable Models 
to be made of them, which Models together with Copys of your 
Plan, and all the Dcscriplions, Directions and Estimates relating 
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thereto, You are to deposit with Our Govemour and Council of 
the Place where the Works aiie to be carried out. 

7. You are oiefiilljr to Correspond with Us and to inform Us 
of the Progress Yon make and of the manner your different 
EmplojTOents are executed and of the Behaviour of those under 
your Direction* * * * 

g. If it be consistent with the perfecting the Fortifications of 
the Coast of Choromandel, You may take Mr. Brohier who was 
left by the late Mr, Robins in charge of executing what he had 
designed on that Coast, or any of the young people who were 
under Mr» Robins as his Assistants with You to Bengal, their 
Names are Charles O'Hara, Sampson Morrice, Charles Knapton, 
Philip Glass, Achilles Preston and John CalL 

10. We have firm dependaoce upon your executing this important 
Trust with Application and Fidelity, and that in the whole Progress 
thereof you will constantly have an Eye to such a prudent Frugality» 
that We may be put to no further Expences than are absolutely 
necessary. 

244* Further Instructions to Colonel Scott, 

Aimucnat Cft/ars^I u Af eff Arrit aim FhH 

Di£tmb^r 15, i7|i.i l^H^r BiHfJt hS. 

To Caroline Frederick Scott, Esq. 

SiRp^ Being determined to secure out Possessions in Bengah 
We have thought it necessary to give you these separate Instruc¬ 
tions, as the keeping our Oesigiii Secret will be the best means of 
preventing any Troubles and Embarrassments in the carrying 
them into Execution, %s^hich may ari^ from the Countrey Govern¬ 
ment. 

You are therefore upon your Arri^-al at Fort William, to con^ 

1 The toregiiSajf U> Calcmel Sdou. December iC. 1752* anilcr 

c<iverd Erected 

■ To CvfAmm Fi«J« 1 ek Scoit. E*i. Efljrieer of ihe United EuRlfib E«t 

tddiA m tbe Eut Indies- 

■ tiol 10 be opened until bi. emval ei Fan Willuni Jn Bemjal and In cue of 
Dmtb tu be eemmed to the Court of Diructort of the Mid Compuiy nuopened 

■ To be dHrttayod in cue the Winrieiuj Is in of beinu taken b/wi Ecemy, 

hut snot till tbe tu>i Extremity/ ^ ^ 
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sider of a Plan for the Security of our Possessiohs In Bengal, and 
when after maturely weighing all CircuniBtances, You have fontied 
your plan for the necessary Works, and have made an Estimate 
of the Time, Expense, Materials, and Workmen nccrasary to 
compleat it, and have determined with what part to begin and in 
what order to proceed, You are then to lay the whole before our 
President and Council at Fort William, and to require them to 
prepare the Honey, Materials, and Workmen, and to ^e the 
proper orders for Carrying on the Work, which Retjuisition of 
yours they will be directed to comply with. 

In forming your Flan, you are to be very Secret, for although 
you may improve the Old Works if you find it convenient and 
necessary, yet We recommend it to you not to begin any New 
Ones until you arc assured you shall meet vHth no obstruction 
from the Country Government in carr)'i*'& them on. 

245. The Council directed to co-operate with 
Colonel Scott. 

Extrmt fr/ftn General Letter fr/fm the Ceurt to January 24, 

rJSS- Faf^i^phi 49-5 1 , S 3 j 54 - Letter Boot Ato. iB. 

49. In our letter of the 13th December You were fully informed of 
our Intentions in employing Colonel Scott, and of the Nature and 
Extent of his Office as Engineer General, We have now little 
more to add than that we expect and direct that you give him aU 
possible Assistance to facilitate the carrying on such Works as 
shall be judged necessary for the Security of our Possessions and 
Estate, 

go. You will observe by Colonel Scott's Instructions the Provi¬ 
sions made to prevent otir being imposed upon in the delivery of 
Materials and the Emploj-ment of the Workmen to which you are to 
have a due regard, and We direct that Chunara, Timber and such 
other Articles as Colonel Scott shall acquaint You he has occasion 
for be purchased by You upon the best Terms from time to time 
in Council, and in general You are to co-opemte with Colonel 
Scott in such a manner as that the Works he shall undertake may 
be perfected with as much Frugality as the Nature of them will 
admit oL 
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51- As the Inhabitants in general will find the Advantage of such 
Works %vbich may be erected for the better Security of the Placei^ 
it is but reasonable that they should bear part of the Burthen, at 
the time We sent out our late Engineer Mr- Robins^ We recom¬ 
mended it to you to consider of and point oni some Method 
whereby part of the Expence might be borne by the Inhabitants 
either by voluntary Contribution or easy Dut3^ but to this You 
never returned any Answer, We now direct that You take the same 
into your Immediate Cnnsiderationi and give Us your Thoughts 
by the first Opportunity, 

53. In our Letter last year^ We empowered you with the Advice 
of Mr- Robins to erect convenient Barracks for the ilililary, You 
are now to proceed upon the same in such a manner as Colonel 
Scott shMl advise you will best answer the purpose, 

54. You must send Us an exact Account of what Guns and 
Mortars you have at your Presidency and of their several WeightSp 
Natures, Dimensions and Conditions os well as of those Mounted, 
distinguishing the Battery's and Places where Mounted, as of 
those in your stores, likewise what Shott and SheUs of nil Denomi¬ 
nations fit for Sendee are in Store. 

346. I^"sTR;ucr^oxs to the Committee of Works, 

Lifffr fkd epurf fp eur 0/ Fpff Win/iim /pi^ iAp ttpir 

Cilp/ pj €p&slmhu2pr ikt Hpit btirng^ and ip Ffnkrkk S^PtU 

£ig, Lomipn^ Jpifuo^ 24, 1753. Ijilpr Bppk Np^ aS, 

You wdll ol^rve by the above Instructions/ That Colonel Scott 
is not to begin any New Works until he is assured he shall meet 
with no Obstruction from the Countrey Goveminent, in order 
therefore to prevent any Obstruction, we hereby Order and Direct 
that our President of Fort William for the time being, the chief 
at Cossimbitzar for the time being with Colonel Scott he a Com¬ 
mittee to consider of and agree upon proper Measures for obtaining 
leave of the Countrey Government {if that shall be found neces¬ 
sary') to begin and cany on the Works intended for the Defence 
of our Settlements at Fort William, and when such leave is obtained 
This Letter is to be laid before the President and Council who 

^ The prK'^ic luatmetiaDji to Cotonei 5 cdit of December x 5, 17^2, JLre repeated. 
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ar€ to look upon It in the sa^mc light as if it was partictilarly 
directed to them^ and are accordingly to afford Colonel Scott all 
the Assistance in their Power* 

If you shall find any Money or Presents properly applyed* may 
facilitate your Application to the Country Government, We do 
empowder you to make such Presents and to such Persons as you 
shall find necessary provided the whole amount docs not exceed 
One hundred thousand Current Rupees (but if this Affair ta con¬ 
ducted with Prudence We make no doubt that less than half will 
be sufficient) and provided you ^all be fully satisfied of obtaining 
not only leave to Erect Fortifications, but also of procuring Grants 
of any Place or Places out of our own Districts it may be thought 
necessary to Fortify upon* 

This whole affair b to be transacted with great Address^ and the 
most inviolable Secrecy* and in particular it must not be known, 
that We have empow'ered You to make any Presents* a Discovery 
w'hcreof would certainly make the Nabob and his Ministers exor¬ 
bitant in their Demands^ 

247, A Town to be rented south of Johnnagar. 

Exiraa/rom Beng^U C&Ksultaiiam. miliami January 175J. 

Mr* Holwell jemindar lays a Proposal before the Board of 
Renting a Town called Balliah Danga^ situate about a Mile to 
the Southward of John Nagore* %vhich tho' at present produces 
only a Gain of about 50 Rupees per Annum* Vet he thinks from 
its Situation it may in time become Advantagious to the Com¬ 
pany 

Agreed that We Consider of it- 

248- Barracks not built- 

Extn^Ifivm A? lie Fffrt Williamt Fi^maiy 11, 

1753, Faragrafik JS- Vi^L //- 

5a* Mr* Robins being dead w^e have deferred putting^ your 
Honours to any Expence in building Barracks for your Soldiers as 
You directed till Major General Lawrence's arrival with whom we 
will consult thereon and follow his opinion* 

I £«li£[JlDE&p or perbftpa Bdi^A^Uogi. 
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349t Proceedings in July, 1753. 

ETtroits/rvat Btngttt Public CsntuitafiQtu. AV/ WUiictm^Juiy iS 
md 23, and July I 7 S> 

JtUy 16. The Kxport Warehouse Keeper acquainting the Board 
that the Printing Houses^ are in a verj’ bad Condition and quite 
unfit for Use at presenti 

Acre ED Mr. Barthoiomew PlaJsted Surveyor be directed to talte 
a survey of them and Report to the Board their Condition and an 
estimate of what he judges they wouid Cost to be put in repair. . .. 

33.—Mr. John ^^baniah Holwell Zemindar delivers in a 
Letter relating to the rneasurement of the Honourable Companys 
Ground which being read 

OsoEREu a Copy thereof to be transmitted to the Honourable 

^mpany and that we take the contents into Consideration next 
Council day, . . , 

July z6,—The Board now tooJt into consideration Mr. Holwell’s 
letter delivered in last Council day, requiring our Orders touching 
t e levynng a duty of 5 per cent, on the sale of Europe Houses, the 
converting the Ground rent, called CowTie mohull into Sicca’sand 
Rising the half rent to whole rent. The Houses belonging to 
Europeans and others in the white Town, sell, from ten to twelve 
t ousand Rupees each House, bearing upper rooms, and the Re* 
pairs thereof, are usually so large, as to afibrd little adYTUitage to 
t e ropnetors; but as w'e would not be thought too much to 
avotJT on reives we think proper to submit this proposition of 
Holwell-s to the Honourable Company _ 

^ e Buxey acquaints the board that some day's ago he applied 
as has been customary to hfr. Thomas Coales, for Chunam to 
carry on the Company Buildings when Mr. Thomas Coales ac¬ 
quaint im the Fine Chunam Mras all expended, but there 
was a quantity of Oy^er shell Chuoam a muster of which the 
Hxey Sent to Mr. Plaisted whose opinion was that it is of so had 

sont^iride^f Ypflil* iij ■fadu'a thd caJiw pHutwii' Iving on llw 

west of Mr. Cdllei^ir^'tDjUlmnsie Square East of Mr. Beliamy's. and 
of Collet iDd Sooit ^ 1 ” Scatt'a. Bettit.een (he printiit| liotuN and Uim* 
extract VoJ, U, (compa™ the report of thfl ehinti godowos in 
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a Quality as not to be fit for any use, and there being an imme¬ 
diate want of fine Chunam to carry on the new buildings in the 
Fort a muster is now laid before the Board by the Buxey» who 
desires the direction of the Board, if he shall purchase it at the 
prices demanded for it which is 6o arcot Rupees per lOO maund 
Order him to endeavour to lower the price if possible. 


25a The Arrival of Coloxel Scott in Bengal. 

/nom Lef/en JfeMjga/ to Peri Wittinmt 

Siptember ^ FanigrapJi 6^, mui 17, Paragn^A $, 17 S3- 

When Caroline Frederick Scott arrives We shall pay a proper 
Regard to your Honours Directions on that Head and beg leave 
to defer 'till his artivaJ giving our thoughts in regard to some 
Methods whereby part of the Expences Your Honours must be at 
in fortifying the Place may be borne by the Inhabitants. 

Colonel Scott having been a fitdc in disposed since his arrival 
has not yet been able to give his attendance at the Board, but as 
he is now recovered we shall take into Consideration j^jur Honours 
Orders relating to the Fortifying of this Settlement and what 
method will be the most Eligible to ease your Honours in part of 
so heavy an Expence attendant thereon. 


251, Colonel Scott in Caix^utta, 

Extrattfrom Beugai PuMif CeHntltoNemt Pert William. Sfptembtr 7 24. 

December 1753, aad/attuary 4, 1754. 

Colonel Scott arrives and takes his Seat. 

Sejitember 7.—Colonel Scott being arrived in Town was now 
admitted to his Seat at the Board conformable to the Company's * 
Instructions, and was then Acquainted that the charge of the 
Military* and Train of Artillery was now under his care and manage* 
ment, and That as soon as he bad made an Inspection of the situa¬ 
tion of the Town, and Draughts of the Fortification he thought 
requisite, w-ith the Estimates of the Expence, we should transmit 
it to our Honourable Masters upon his laying the same before 
us. 
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Mr. O’Hara arrises, and is adniitied to the Sentte. 

September 24. -Mr. O’Hara one of the Assistants sent oat with 
Engineer Robins, being arrived in the place with Colonel Scott 
and requesting to be entertained in the Honourable Company's, 
Service on this Establishmentf confottnabJe to their Directions 
sent out with Mr. Robins 

AcfiEEn we admit [him] as a Writer in the service, and that He 
take his standing from the time of his Arri^-al in India And 

Appointed him an Assistant in the Secretary's office. 


Colonel Scott's Motion about the Buxenys, 

Decituber zj. ^^olonel Scott begs leave to take notice to the 
Bo^d that there are a great number of Buxerrj's in the Zemindaiy, 
which he is of opinion by the tenour of his commission should be 
put under his Command to be trained and exercised in a regular 
manner, that they may be servicefable in the defence of the Settle¬ 
ment, or on other Occasions if required to be sent u{?on Partys 
and Detachments, as he looks upon them to be a Military Estab¬ 
lishment and ought to be comprehended in the clause of his Com- 
missitm which styles him Major of this Garrison and Commander 
in Chief of all the Company's Forces at this Garrison. 

Mr. Hoi well'' being asked what number of Buxerrys he thought 
n^Ksary for the use of the Zemindary He replies We have in the 
whole about igg Buxerrys in the Service of. the Zemindaty and 
t at e has reduced the number of these Servants as much as the 
nature of the Post will admit of. 

The Question was then put vvhother these Bu.xerries should be 
esteemed to be Compri^ in the Clause of the Colonel’s Com¬ 
mission. . . The Majority are of opinion that the Buxerries at 
pri^nt employed in the Cutcheny should be under the Command 
o Zemindar, but in case it may be thought expedient,to 
Tk k " Clumber in future for the Security of the place, 

*u under the direction of the Commander in Chief of 


* vriA jit thia titiH? rttmflidJIr 

to rafbnn ihe oflke. 


. Of cdlfictor, of CakuttR, &nd had been 
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Colmtd Scoffs Proposals for Gunpowder. 

JsHuaiy 4r Scott delivers in & Letter to the 

Board with proposals for Contracting with the Company for Gun 
Powder on the ternis before naentioned 
Acre EE? We accept of these terras, they being verj’ reasonable. 

S52. Account or Proceedings in 1733. 

EiSrtteti /rpiw Gtntml Litter from. Seafftl to the Court. Fort Wiitiian. 
January +, 1754, puffagmphi 13r, 140 anif 141. Bengal Letters 

rittivtdi Vet. If. 

Holweli having finished His Measurement of the 
Ground delivered in a Letter the 23d Jnly Concerning it, as your 
Honours will' Set entered after that days Consultation, which 
We took into Consideration the 26th of that Month, and as the 
Houses belonging to Europeans and others in the white Tgwn 
sell from Ten to Twelve Thousand Rupees each House and the 
usual charges of them are so large as to afford but little Advantage 
to the Proprietors We agreed to Submit the Levying a Duty of 
5 per Cent, on the Sale to your Honours, and shall only just 
Observe that We think it would be a Hardship upon the Pro¬ 
prietors of such Hooses. In Relation to the Converting the 
Ground Rent called Cowries into Siccas, and raising the half Rent 
into whole Rent as he requests in the above Letter, We-do not 
think proper to alter an Indulgence ivhich has Subsisted from t e 
Origin of the Settlement, for so trifling an Advantage. ... 

129, Colonel Scott has Acquainted us that he purposes sending 
yoiir Honours a Plan of this Tow n^ as well as what other \\ orla 
may be Necessary for the defence of it in his Private Packet, W e 
m ust therefore beg leave to refer your H onours thereto the Expence 
of which he cannot estimate at present. ... 

140, On the 27th ultimo Colonel Scott took notice to the Bowd 
that there were a Number of Euxerries in the Zemindaiy, which 
he was of Opinion by the Tenour of his Commission should be put 
under his Command, to be regularly Trained and made Service¬ 
able for the defence of the Settlement as well as when required to 

1 Tb*w U dnnbtlMi the ptifl by Wall* la lyjj. praerved in th# Kiaj * Library at 
tbe BritUb Mumiud {K. i tjt 4^}^ 
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be sent upon Partj'S or other Expedition^ and as be looked upon 
them to be a militar)* Establishment he thought they ought to be 
comprehended in that clause of his Commission which stiles him 
Major of this Garrison and Commander of all the Compauys 
Forces employed at this presidency. 

141. Your Honours will observe on the face of that da3p'»^Con' 
* sultatton our seVeral Opinions on that head^ when the Majority 
voted that the Buxerries at present employed in the Cutcheny ... 
should be under the Command of the Zemindar ... but ‘ * 

upon an emergency ... they should be under the Direction o, 
the Commander in Chief of the Garrison. 
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